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The Z. H. Moore Store in Oketo is two stories high with a basement and 
constructed from native stone taken from a quarry on the edge of town. It 
is located at the west end of Oketo's one block commercial district, a district 
in which only a few commercial establishments still remain. The building 
measures 70 feet long by 26.5 feet wide and is 26.5 feet high. The main entrance, 
which fronts on Center street, faces south and has been constructed of dressed 
stone with a store front facade. A heavy wood lintel and two stone piers support 
the stone on the second story. The first story has two large plate glass 
cross windows and a recessed double door and transom window. A wood base with 
recessed panels runs along the bottom of the windows. The store front is 
supported on a stone base. There are two windows on this main facade on the 
second story which have slightly protruding stone sills. A narrow band of 
stone which protrudes slightly from the facade serves as the cornice.

The east and west facades are constructed of rubble masonry and each 
has five windows on the second story. These windows have dressed stone lintels 
and sills. The cornice line lowers in four steps. The east facade has two 
windows with dressed stone lintels and sills on the first story. The west 
facade has two doors and a window on the first story. The one story lean-to 
brick building on the west is no_t part of the Moore building. There are two 
small brick chimneys visible behind the masonry wall on the west side and one 
on the east.

The north facade is also constructed of rubble masonry. There is one 
doorway with a dressed stone lintel, and a gutter runs along the cornice with 
a downspout on the west side.

The roof is flat and covered with tar paper.
*J

The second floor continues to serve as a lodge hall and the first floor 
is the community museum. The original post office equipment remains in the^ 
building.

One of the few discernible alterations to the structure is the change in 
the first floor window openings on the east facade. Originally the window 
below the middle second story window did not exist. It does not have the one- 
piece dressed stone lintel that the others do. The second window was original, 
and another original window opening below or slightly north of the last second 
story window has been walled up. An old photograph shows a sloping porch roof 
across the south facade, but this was removed many years ago.
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The Z. H. Moore store was the first business building in Oketo. Built 
in 1876 of native limestone quarried at Oketo, it served the community as post 
office and general store for many years.

Ziba H. Moore, a native of Pennsylvania, was a carpenter by trade. For 
a number of years he worked for the federal government on the Otoe Indian 
reservation at what is now Barneston, Nebraska. In 1875 Moore moved to Oketo, 
which is located on the Big Blue river in northern Marshall county and opened 
a general store. A settlement had originally developed about a mile south of 
the present town. Then in 1866 Irving Chapman built a dam across the Big Blue 
and erected a flour mill; subsequently a new village grew up at that location.

Moore is said to have built the first house, the first store, and dug 
the first well at Oketo. He was the town's second postmaster, serving from 
January 10, 1882, to January 6, 1886. He continued to operate the general-' 
store through the 1880 f s, and was probably involved in other business ventures, 
such as stone quarries. Then in 1889 he organized the Oketo State Bank'x as a 
private bank. In 1899 it was converted to a state bank with Z. H. Moore as the 
cashier. He remained actively associated with the bank until his death September 
16, 1916, at which time he was president.

The Z. H. Moore Store building was used as a dry goods and general store 
for many years and as the community f s post office until the early 1970's. The 
Oketo Masonic lodge has used the second floor as a lodge hall for more than 
70 years. The building is significant to the local community for its long 
usage as the post office and as a general store, and it was the first commercial 
structure built at the present site of Oketo.
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