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NATI OV REQ STER CR TER A STATEMENT (i f appl i cabl e)

The Merrill Estate possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials, worknan-
ship, feeling and association. |t is significant for itsassociations wth Barnstable's
early agricultural history aswell as itslater sunmer resort history. |t is also inpor-

tant as a wel | preserved Georgian style farnhouse with a substantial Geek Revival style
addition. The property thus neets criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic
Pl aces.

ARCHTECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate In terns of
other buildings within the comnunity.

The Merrill Estate is a land 1/2 story, full five bay Cape cottage encl osed by a gable
roof with massive center chimmey. | ntheraid-19th century, a 1 and /2 story Qeek
Revival style wing was added t ot hefront of the house. This section is distinguished
by windows with projecting lintels and 2/2 sash, and a porch along its eastern flank.
The entire structure is shingle clad. A two bay English style barn sits behindthe
house, testifying toitsearly agricultural history.

HSTORGL SGNHCNE FExplain the role owers pIayed inlocal or state history and how the
building relates tothe devel opnent of the conmuni'ty:

Due toafire i n the County Courthouse i n1827, theearly deeds tothis property have
been destroyed. The earliest remaining deed refers t oa conveyance nade in 1821 fr6ém
(fRussell Lovell toWlliam Sturgis. It is believed that Lovell and Sturgis were early
-sea captains. Captain Lovell of Osterville was commander of theschooner FOREST A TY
jMwhich left for New York on April 3, 1863 with hay for the Union Arny in South Carolina
and was lost with all hands. Captain Sturgis is best renenbered for |eaving his boy-
hood hone t ot hetown of Barnstable along with $15,000 in trust for a public library
(Area BV VB).

In 1834, W/lliam Sturgis sold this honestead t o Harvey Scudder and Theophilus L. Adans,
when t hefirst summer people started coming tothe Cape. Harvey Scudder and his brother
Erastus, along with J.H Churchill, HW Chapin and F A Crocker, formed the Osterville
Land Q. and acqui red nost of t hebeachfront property that is now Wanno (Area OQ.
Harvey sold his half of this property t oTheophilus Adans in 1841, and Adans in turn
sold toCharles Gifford i n1859, retaining a life estate. 1n1889, Elizabeth Gifford
sold thehomestead toAn E Merrill of Melrose. The property has remained in the
Merrill famly tothis day.

B Bl G3PHY and/ or REFERENCES
Barnstabl e County Registry of Deeds and Probate.

Barnstable County Atlases. 1858, 1880, 1907.
Trayser, Donald G Barnstable. Three Centuries of a Cape God Town. 1939.
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Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below
“substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * yes * no

7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

excellent I 1 deteriorated e unaltered « original site
im good I 1ruins n altered moved date.
.« fair I 1 unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

LZI summary paragraph
e completeness

e clarity e !
| | alterations/integrity

| ldates

I I boundary selection



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

O summary paragraph

e completeness , 1

e clarity AR

e applicable criteria

e justification of areas checked

« relating significance to the resource

e context

« relationship of integrity to significance
e justification of exception

» other

9. Major Bibliographical References
10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

e Maps
e Photographs
e Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed.

Is:

e \MI3IAT

Phone:

Comments for my item may be continued on an attached sheet

GPO 918-450
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NATI ONAL REQ STER ORI TER A STATEMENT { 1f appl i cabl e) . %

The Merrill Estate possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials, worknman-
ship, feeling andassociation. |t is significant for itsassociations with Barnstable's
early agricultural history aswell asits/|ater summer resort history. |t is also inpor-

tant as a well preserved Georgian style farmhouse with a substantial Geek Revival style

Fz;llddition. The property thus neets criteria C of the National Register of Historic
aces.

IFILFPL CONE Describe Inportant architectural features ad evaluate In terns of
other burl di ngs wthln the conmoini ty. b

The Merrill Estate is a 1l andl/2story, full five bay Cape cottage enclosed by a gable
roof with massive center chimey. In the md-19th century, a 1 and 1/2 story Geek
Revival style wing was added to the front of the house. This section is distinguished
by windows with projecting lintels and2/2 sash, anda porch along its eastern flank.
The entire structure is shingle clad. Atw bayEnglish style barn sits behind the
house, testifying to itsearly agricultural history.

HSICROL SGNHCWNE Explain the role owers pIayed In local or state history ad hw the
to the developmqt of the conmoini ty.

Due to afire in the County Courthouse in 1827, the early deeds to this property have
been destroyed. Theearliest remaining deed refers to a conveyance nade in 1821 frftm
Russel | Lovell to Wlliam Sturgis. It is believed that Lovell andSturgis were early
sea captains. Captain Lovell of Osterville was conmander of the schooner FOREST A TY
+which left for New York onApril 3, 1863 with hayfor the Union Arny in South Carolina
and was lost with all hands. Captain Sturgis is best remenbered for leaving his boy-
hood hone to the town of Barnstable along with $15,000 in trust for a public library
(Area BV V).

In 1834, W lliam Sturgis sold this homestead to Harvey Scudder and Theophilus L. Adars,
when the first summer people started coming to the Cape. Harvey Scudder andhis brother
Erastus, along with JH Churchill, HW Chapin andF A Crocker, formed the Osterville
Land Go. andacquired nost of the beachfront property that is nowWanno (Area O/C).
Harvey sold his half of this property to Theophilus Adans in 1841, andAdans in turn
sold to Charles Gifford in 1859, retaining alife estate. In 1889, Elizabeth Gifford
sold the homestead to AnnE Merrill of Melrose. The property hasrenmined in the
Merrill famly to this day.
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Barnstabl e County Atlases. 1858, 1880,  1907. <
Trayser, Donald G Barnstable, Three Centuries of a Cape Cod Town. 1939.
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e owner objection

im appeal
Substantive Review: C | sample * request * appeal

Reviewer's comments:

ISZZRAJT: A oJLdAN-N

.technical corrections cited below
.Substantive reasons discussed below

Nomination returned for:

1. NanM

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? D vyes * no

7. Description

Condition Check one
excellent | | deteriorated unaltered

CD good CD ruins altered

CD fair CD unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

CD summary paragraph

CD completeness

CD clarity /v .
CD alterations/integrity

CD dates

| I boundary selection
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Fed. Reg. Date:
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Federal Agency:
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Recom./Criteria CtdZjliyjZ J
Reviewer
Discipline
Date 9
see continuation sheet
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8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

CD summary paragraph

CD completeness Fr— o LI AR AL > AL LAT
CD clarity ' .» "

CD applicable criteria

CD justification of areas checked

CD relating significance to the resource

« context

CD relationship of integrity to significance

CD justification of exception

CD other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other
CD Maps

CD Photographs
* other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed. Date Phone:

GPO 918-450
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