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Bonnie Glen is set on a moderately well treed lot on the west bank of 
False River near the town of New Roads.

The house was built in about 1830 as a raised plantation house four rooms 
wide and two rooms deep with full front and rear galleries. The house was 
constructed of bousillage with hewn studs and beams, and pit sawn rafters. 
It was raised about three feet above the ground. It was noteworthy for its 
mantels, three of which survive. These were simple paneled and molded Greek 
Revival box mantels. The house also had paneled French doors with transoms 
and paneled shutters, simple heavy ogee cornices, and a five-bay, pillared 
Classical style front gallery. The rear gallery had thinner posts and no 
entablature.

Between 1918 and about 1935 the following renovations were made to
the house:

1. Two of the front center rooms were merged, and a central fan-lighted
front door was created.

2. The two central columns on the front gallery were doubled up,
3. The present handsome Colonial Revival dormers were added.
4. Several of the floors were replaced.

Despite these changes the west facade remains almost unchanged, as do 
most of the interior features such as mantels, cornices, and fenestration.

Adjacent to the house is a small contemporaneous frame shed.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Bonnie Glen is one of approximately ten substantial examples of raised 
plantation houses on False River in Pointe Coupee Parish, It well represents 
the early, Creole Greek Revival, because it has certain carryovers from the 
18th century which were manifested in the Greek Revival idiom. These include

1. the lack of interior halls.
2. the massive aedicule motif box mantels.
3. the lack of a cohesive relationship between the spacing of the 

gallery pillars and the fenestratfon behind them.

The house is also noteworthy for the strong simple ceiling moldings.

The house also represents the early 20th century Colonial Revival 
taste, with its fan-lighted central doorway, its marking of the entrance 
with double pillars, and its dormers. Particularly noteworthy in this 
regard is the large central dormer with its Palladian window motif. 
Although they were added almost a century after the house was built, 
these are handsome features in their own right.

The site of the house was purchased in 1805 by Antoine Gosserand, 
the great-great-grandfather of the current owner, and has remained in the 
family ever since. According to tradition the home was built by Antoine 
Gosserand a few years prior to his death in 1834. Architectural evidence 
is consistent with such a date. At the time of his death, Antoine 
Gosserand's "Home Place, fronting five and a half arpents on False River" 
was valued at $6,000.

A major renovation of the home was completed in 1935 by Louis Henry 
Gosserand, who was an uncle of the present owner and who acquired it in 
1918. The name of the house derives from Louis Henry Gosserand's nickname, 
"Bonnie." The current owners obtained the home in about 1965,
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