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CONDITION
Excellent Q Good Fair
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I I Deteriorated f~l Ruins II Unexposed

(Check One) 

Altered Q Unaltered

One.)

Moved Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The one-storey house originally consisted of the kitchen, 
dining room, bedroom and attic room, 4 bays, horizontal shaped 
log construction, hand hewn square beams, half-dovetailed con 
struction, side left chimney, clay chinking. It was 40' x 
30', or as the daughter of the original builder describes it 
"big enough". The living room and additional attic bunk rooms 
were added several years after the builder was married. The 
entire structure is now about 65' x 20'. The foundation is 
field stone. The roof is a medium pitch gable. There is 
presently a rebuilt spring house, outhouse, and numerous sheds. 
The only other original building, which is the same construction 
as the house, is the buggy shed. It has a loft, and a large 
door.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Green Mountain Ranch is significant because it is 
still maintained as a residence by Mrs. Ethel Myers, daughter 
of the original owner, in exactly the same condition as when 
it was originally built.

Mrs. Myers, in her 80's, still carries in water from a 
spring rather than have a hand pump in the kitchen. There is 
no electricity, no plumbing. The oil hanging lamp in the 
dining room is original. Heat emanates only from the original 
source, the fireplace. It is an anachronism.

The land was originally registered in a mining claim for 
"Happy Jack" Schofield. He did not make money on the copper 
mine, so abandoned it and his cabin. It was taken over in 
1895 by Edwin Eugene Culver. He established a timber pre-emp 
tion nearby. He homesteaded it in 1900, proved out in 3 years 
by building a ranch house, corrals, and plowing the necessary 
acreage. He ran cattle from Longs Peak to pikes Peak, open 
range. He married the girl from the next homestead, Addie 
Phelps. Present occupant of the ranch house is their daughter, 
Ethel Myers. (Ranch is now in the name of her son, Bill 
Myers.) Edwin Culver ran cattle until 1927. He died in 1938.

Part of the house, living room and some bedrooms, were 
added several years after the original construction—detectable; 
because of tar and sawdust chinking—original has clay chink 
ing. Half-dovetailing done on handhewn square beams is ex 
ceptionally good. The buggy shed is the only other original 
building on the property. At one time, there was also a barn, 
corrals, pens, chicken house, bunk house (which was Happy 
jack's cabin). Many of the old buildings were razed with the 
building of Highway 126.

The unusual feature of this house is its lack of "improve 
ments". Stepping in the front door is stepping 80 years into 
the past. The manner of living is chosen by the present owner 
by choice, not for effect. A well-meaning resident of Buffalo 
Creek tried to install a Delco generator to bring electricity 
into the house about 10 years ago. A mis-wired connection 
caused a fire that burned the old bunk house down, and threat 
ened the ranch house. Mrs. Myers fervently hopes that will be
the last attempt to "civilize" her ranch.
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