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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Built in 1888, the J. S. Handford House is a two and one-half storey,
wood frame house with gable hip roof of diamond-shaped asbestos
shingles. The original roof was of wood shingles. A side chimney
extends above the roof on the east elevation and is capped by
decorative corbelling and a stone band.

Distinguishing exterior features include a veranda across the entire
facade of the house and two-thirds of the northeast elevation, a center
gable atop an offset bay on the front elevation, and a two-storey
semi-decagon bay located midway on the southwest elevation. Of special
interest is the band of scalloped shlngles Whlch wraps around two-thirds
of the second storey.

The lathe turned posts of the veranda are delicate in appearance, as

are the thin brackets straddling each post. These delicate features

are countered by the porch railing with solid scroll-cut panels spanning
the space between the posts.

The interior organization of the J. S. Handford House is a side hall
plan three rooms deep. Stairs on the outside wall of the hallway
lead to the second storey. The second storey is a central hall with
five rooms and a bathroom. Double parlors connected by large sliding
wood panelled doors open onto the side hallway. A dining area with
semi-decagon bay is entered from the end of the hallway, and connects
to the rear parlor by double sliding doors. The floor in this roem
is exceptional in its use of alternating oak and walnut flooring. A
pantry passageway leads from the dining room to the rear kitchen.
Located off the kitchen and behind the rear parlor on the east side
of the house is an exterior latticed porch. The porch has been enclosed
and made into an office space for the owner.

A fireplace is located in the front parlor and is noteworthy for the
decorative tile band that lines the hearth opening. Other interior
features include symmetrical molded trim with corner blocks and
medallions, eleven foot, six inch ceilings and four inch tongue and
groove oak flooring.

All exterior trim is plain with three-quarter round at all corners

of wall surfaces on the porch. The house is raised on a four foot,

six inch native stone foundation. Except for minor alterations which
are explained above , the J. S. Handford House remains unchanged
since its original construction.

*See .nomination of C. R. Handford-Terry House.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

In 1888 James Stanley Handford (1854-1936) built a home
for his wife and five daughters at 659 East Boswell Street
in Batesville, Arkansas. In a modest Queen Anne archi-
tectural style, the J. S. Handford House is located
directly opposite the Charles R. Handford House. Buillt

by brothers who prospered in the lumber business, these
"twin" houses are unique in Batesville.

J. S. Handford was born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania in
1854. At a very early age he moved west with his family

and was reared in Kansas. After working as a clerk for
several years he moved to Arkansas in 1876 to assist his
glder brother, Charlesg in the lumber business.  In. 1884
Charles Handford moved his lumber company from central
Arkansas to a better location. at Batesville in the northeast
part of the state. ™ J. ©: Handford asccompanied his oclder
brother, and the two men operated their lumber business

as “Cy R. Handford and Company:

In turn-of-the-century Batesville the Handford brothers
were among the most prominent businessmen of the community.
As their lumber business grew and prospered, the Handford
brothers invested imrother Business wentures, including a
lime plant and wholesale groceries. When their needs out-
grew the banking facilities of Theodore Maxfield and
Company, the two Handford brothers helped establish the
Batesville Bank. "J. S. Handford was elected as the first
president of this bank at its organizational meeting in
July, 1889. ™ The financial success ¢f these tweo brothers
was reflected in the home that each man built.

The Handford houses were the finest houses in Batesville
when they were ‘built in 1888. Both houses were the first
in the town to have modern plumbing, the waterworks of
which consisted of windmills with pumps located in each
backyard. The first concrete sidewalks-1laid- in-Batlesville
were those leading to the Handford houses, and the two

brothers owned the first lawnmowers in the town. As
trend-setters, the Handford houses had no match.
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nificance (J. S. Handford House - Page 2)

The architecture of the J. 5. Handford House is a modest
Queen Anne style. The 2% storey frame house has both
clapboard.and shingle wall covering. . The interior is more
richly decorated than the exterior, and features extensive
plaster molding, highly decorative woodwork, colored leaded
glass ,in some windows, ornate brass hardware, and several
origiral. light fixtures. Especiallw interesting vis thHe
dining room floor, laid with alternating narrow planks of
oak and walnut. Another notable feature is the original
copal burning fireplace in - the frent'parleor. ' The green tile
surrounding’ this fireplace depicts ‘five nymphs, representing
ene five Handford daughters raised din the house.

The J. 'S. Handford House has remained in the family since
its construction. It is now owned by Handford's grand-
daughter and her husband, Mr. and Mrs. Fred Schooler. . Some
of the wooden porch trim, interior woodwork trim, and the
colered glass around the entry has been remowved. - However,
thesespicces @re intact and are 'stered in: the basementc :of
the house. Furnishings in the holuse are in keeping with the
styles in vogue when the house was constructed.

The significance of the J. S. Handford House lies in
several areas. Architecturally, ‘it is & good exemple of a
modest Queen Anne style house. The almost identical

C. R. Handford House located just across the street makes
Ehatslpaiir o late: Victorian structures sunigue. dmikhe ciby
af“Batesville. In addition, the James Stanley: Handford
house is representative of a prosperous businessman's home
duting the Gilded Age in northeast Arkansas.

*See National Register nomination of C. R. Handford-Terry House.
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