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(Check One) 

[ij Excellent 0 Good 0 Foir 0 Deteriorated 0 Ruins 0 Unexposed 
----------------.-------------~~~~------------1 

(Check One) I (Check One) 

0 Unaltered 0 Moved iXJ Original Site 

CONDITION 

){] Altered 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Built in 1888, the J. S. Handford House is a two and one-half storey, 
wood frame house with gable hip roof of diamond-shaped asbestos 
shingles. The original roof was of wood shingles. A side chimney 
extends above the roof on the east elevation and is capped by 
decorative corbelling and a stone band. 

Distinguishing exterior features include a veranda across the entire 
facade of the house and two-thirds of the nor~he~st elevation, a center 
gable atop an otfset bay on the front elevation, and a two-st~rey 
semi-decagon bay located midway on the .southwest ehwation. Of special 
interest is the band of scalloped shingles which wraps around two-thirds 
of the second storey. - - - c 

The lathe turned posts of the veranda are delicate in appearance, as 
are the thin brackets straddling ea'ch post. These delicate features 
are countered by the porch railing with solid scroll-cut panels spanning 
the space between the posts. 

The interior organization of the J. S. Handford House is a side hall 
plan three rooms deep. Stairs on the outside wall of the hallway 
lead to the second storey. The second storey is a central hall with 
five rooms and a bathroom. Double parlors connected by large sliding 
wood panelled doors open onto the side hallway. A dining area with 
semi-decagon bay is entered from the end of the hallway, and connects 
to the rear parlor by double sliding doors. The floor in this ro0m 
is exceptional in its use of alternating oak and walnut flooring. A 
pantry passageway leads from the dining room to the rear kitchen. 
Located off the kitchen and behind the rear parlor on the east side 
of the house is an exterior latticed porch. The porch has been enclosed 
and made into an office space for the owner. 

A fireplace is located in the front parlor and is noteworthy for the 
d~corative tile band that lines the heafth opening. Other interior 
features include symmetrical molded trim with corner blocks and 
medal lions, eleven foot, six inch ceilings and four inch tongue and 
groove oak flooring. 

All exterior trim is plain with three-quarter round at al 1 corners 
of wal 1 surfaces on the porch. The house is raised on a four foot, 
six inch native stone foundation. Except for mi~or alterations which 
are explained above , the J. S. Handford House remains unchanged 
since its original construction. 

*See .nomination of C. R. Handford-Terry House. 
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PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 
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0 15th Century 0 17th Century 

SPECIFIC DATE(SI (II Applicable and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 
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O 18th Century 
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Political 
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Sculpture 

Socia 1/ Human-

itarion 

Theoter 

Transportation 

0 20th Century 

0 Urban Planning 

0 Other (Specify) 

In 1888 James Stanley Handford (1854-1 936) built a home 
for his wife and five daughters at 659 East Bo swell Street 
in Batesville, Arkansas. In a modest Queen Anne archi­
tectural style, the J. S. Handford House is l o cated 
directly opposite the Charles R. Handf~rd House. Built 
by brothers who prospered in the lumber business, these 
"twin" houses are unique in Batesville. 

J. S. Handford was born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania in 
1854 . At a very early age he mo ved west with his family 
and was reared in Kansas. After working as a c lerk for 
several years he moved t o Arkansas in 1876 t o assist his 
older brother, Charles, in the lumber business. In 1884 
Charles Handford moved his lumber company from central 
Arkansas t o a better l ocation _at Batesville in the northeast 
part of the state. J. S. Handford accompanied his o lder 
bro ther, and the two men operated their lumbe~ business 
as C. R. Handford and Company. 

In turn- o f-the-century Batesville the Handford bro thers 
were among the most prominent businessmen o f the c ommunity. 
As their lumber business grew and pro spered, the Handfo rd 
brothers invested in o ther business ventures, including a 
lime p lant and wholesale groceries . When their needs out­
grew the banking facilities o f Theodore Maxfield and 
Company, the two Handfo rd brothers helped establish the 
Batesville Bank. J. S. Handford was elected as the first 
president o f this bank at its org a nizational meeting in 
July, 1889 . The financial success df these two bro thers 
was reflected in the home that each man built. 

The Handford houses were the finest h ouses in Batesville 
when they were built in 1888 . Bo th h ouses were the first 
in the t o wn t o have modern p lumbing , the waterworks of 
which c onsisted o f windmills with pumps l ocated in each 
backyard. The first c oncrete sidewalks ' ~aid - in Ba~esville 
were those leading t o the Handfo rd h ouses, and the two 
brothers o wned the first lawnmowers in the t own. As 
trend-setters, the Handfo rd h ouses had no match. 



Arkansas Democrat (Little Rock) , June 22 , 1952 . 
Arkansas State Ga~etteer and Business Directory, 1888-1889, 

Volume II. Atlanta : R. K. Polk and Company, 1888 . 
Goodspeed Publishing Company. Biographical and Historical 

Memoirs of Northeast Arkansas . Chicago: Good s peed 
Publishing Comp any , 1889 . 

Schooler , Mrs. Fred . Personal i nterview at J . S . Handford 
House, Septembe r 24 , 1 974 . 

Anthonv S. Riddle _ and D i 
ORGANIZATION 

Arkansas Historic Preservation P 
STREET AND NUMBER : 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

P.Valuated according to the c·iteria and ~rocedu res set 

forth by the National Park Serv1ce. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National O State 0 Local IXJ 

N~~,~~---~ 
William E. Henderson 

Til~ State Historic Preservation 
Officer 

Date December 10, 1974 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

Nationa 1 Register. 

--dt~ 
Director, Office of Archeolo~y and Historic Preservation 

D·ite dcks--
7 

ATTEST: 

~~~~.~&b 
Date £'i l_' ":J r 
* U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE; 1973-729•147/ 1442 3•1 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
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HAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY- NOMINATION FORM 

STATE 

as 

2'"~1 c4 
JAN2 J /975 

Inde endence 

ENTRY NUMBER (Continuation Sheet) DATE 

1975 

8 . (J . S . Handford House - Page 2) 

The architecture of the J . S . Handford House is a modest 
Queen Anne style . The 2Yz storey frame h ouse has both 
clapboard and shingle wall covering . The interio r is more 
richly decorated than the exterio r, and features extensive 
plaster mo lding, highly decorative wo~dwo rk, c o l ored leaded 
glass in s o me windo ws, ornate brass hardware, and several 
original light fixtures . Especially interesting is the 
dining room fl oor, laid with alternating narro w planks of 
o ak and walnut. Another notable feature is the origina l 
c o al burning fireplace in the front parlo r . The green tile 
surrounding this fireplace depicts five nymphs, representing 
the five Handford daughters raised in the house . 

The J . S . Handfo rd House has remained in the family since 
its constructio n . It is now o wned by Handford's grand­
daughter and her husband, Mr . and Mrs. Fred Schooler. S0m e 
o f the wooden porch trim, interio r woodw~rk trim, and the 
co l ored glass around the entry has been removed . H; wever, 
these pieces are intact and are stored in the basement o f · 
the house . Furnishings in the h ouse are in keeping with the 
styles in vogue when the h ouse was c onstructed. 

The significance o f the J . S . Handfo rd House lies in 
several areas . Architecturally, it is a g0od example o f a 
modest Queen Anne style house . The almost identical 
c . R. Handfo rd House l o cated just acro ss the street makes 
this pair o f late Victorian structures unique in the city 
of Batesville . In additi on, the James Stanley Handford 
house is representative o f a pro sperous businessman ' s h ome 
during the Gilded Age in no rtheast Arkans as . 

'· 

;~ See National Register nomination of C. R. Handforg -T~ rry House . 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPERTY MAP FORM 
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COMMON AND/ OR HISTORIC ~ NUMERIC CODE (Allslgned by NPS) 

Handfo rd- Schoo ler House 

2. LOCATION 
STATE 

Arkansas 
STREET AND NUMBER 

659 East Bo swell Street 

3. MAP REFERENCE 
SOURCE 

U. S . G. S . 7 . 5 Minute 
Batesville Quadrang l e 

J . S . Handford House 

COUNTY 
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DATE 

1943 
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STATE 
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DiTE : 

R at a Revi < · ·e r INITIALS : 

NR 

NAME As IT APPEARS IN ·FEDERAL REG ISTER: Handford, James S., House 

OTHER NJI..!'~S: 
Handford-ScHooler House 

LOCATION: 659 E. Boswell St. 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN CONGRE~~IONA L DISTRICT 

Batesville 
STATE 

VICINITY OF 
code COUNTY 

Arkansas 

OWNER OF PROPERTY; <circle ) 
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Independ~nce 

~STATE LOCAL GOV'T MUNICIPAL COUNTY 

FEDERAL (AGENCY NN1E ) : 
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OTHER 
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SOUTln-IEST ROCKY HOUNTAIN 'VIEST PACIFIC NORTHIVEST 

5/2/75 

FEATURES: INTERIOR ----__ Substantially intact-1 
_ unknovm- 4 

EXTERIOR 
_Substantially intact-2 

ur.known.-5 
=not applicable - 8 

ENVIRONS -
--Substantially intact-3 
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CONDITION- _EXCELLENT 
_GOOD 
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_RUINS 
_UNEXPOSED 
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_UNALTERED 
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_Excavated 

_ORIGINAL SITE 
_MOVED 
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ACCESS-
Yes-restricted Yes-unrestricted No access 

historic district? YES NO 

WITHIN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT? 
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SIGNIFICANCE: 

NO 
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Saved? 
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ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: 

architectjm.builder: ~ 

landscape/garden designer: 

interior decorator: 

ETIINIC GROUP: 
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engineer: 
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