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Mount Pleasant Indian Industrial Boarding School '
Mount Pleasant, Isabella County, Michigan JAN 25 2018 1

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service " Wmms

National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in National Register
Bulletin, How to Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form. If any item does not apply to the property being
documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only
categories and subcategories from the instructions.

1) Name of Property
Historic name: _Mount Pleasant Indian Industrial Boarding School
Other names/site number: _2-1B-31, 20-IB-43, 20-1B-49, 20-IB-50
Name of related multiple property listing:

N/A
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing

2) Location

Street & number: _Bounded by Crawford, Pickard, Bamber, and River Rds.
City or town: _Mount Pleasant State: _Michigan County: _lsabella

Not For Publication: Vicinity:

3) State/Federal Agency Certification
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,

I hereby certify that this _X nomination ____request for determination of eligibility meets
the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic
Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In my opinion, the property _X meets ___ does not meet the National Register Criteria. I
recommend that this property be considered significant at the following
level(s) of significance:

___national X statewide __local
Applicable National Register Criteria:

XA B _cC 7)[__[) | |
@MW D M/M/Uﬂ’) //Z 79//3

Signature of certifying official/Title: / Da;te
___MISHPO 4
State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government
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Mount Pleasant Indian Industrial Boarding School

Mount Pleasant, Isabella County, Michigan

In my opinion, the property __ meets ____ does not meet the National Register criteria.

Signature of commenting official:

Date

Title :

State or Federal agency/bureau
or Tribal Government

4) National Park Service Certification

I hgreby certify that this property is:

\Y_entered in the National Register

___determined eligible for the National Register

___ determined not eligible for the National Register

__removed from the National Register

___other (explain:)

Yaoansh, Ardao

2/28/2 018

Signature of the Keeper

Date of Action

5) Classification

Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply.)

Private:

Public — Local
Public — State
Public — Federal

Category of Property
(Check only one box.)

Building(s)
District
Site
Structure

Object

X

X
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Mount Pleasant Indian Industrial Boarding School
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United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts, See instructions in National Register .
Bulletin, How to Complete the National Register of Historic Places Regisiration Form. If any item does ot apply to the property being
documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable.” For functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter {}l:l.l}'
categories and subcategories from the instructions.

1) Name of Property
Historic name: _Mount Pleasant Indian Industrial Boarding School
Other names/site number: _2-1B-31, 20-1B-43, 20-IB-49, 20-IB-50
Name of related multiple property listing:

N/A
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing

2) Location - -
Street & number: _Bounded by Crawford, Pickard, Bamber, and River Rds.

City or town: _Mount Pleasant State: _Michigan County: _Isabella
Not For Publication: I: Vicinity:

3) State/Federal Agency Certification
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended

I hereby certify that this _X nomination ___ request for determination of eligibility meets
the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic
Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In my opinion, the property _X meets does not meet the National Register Criteria. I
recommend that this property y be considered si significant at the following -
level(s) of significance:

___national __X statewide __local
Applicable National Register Criteria:
XA _B S D
Pt D U, / 2% // 8
Signature of certifying official/Title: Date
___MISHPO
State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Governn:ent
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United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

This form is for_use in nominating or, requesting determinations for individual properties and distrigts. . See instructions in, National Register
Bulletin, How to Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form. If any item does not apply to the property being
documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only
categories and subcategories from thie instructions.

1) Name of Property
Historic name: _Mount Pleasant Indian Industrial Boarding School
Other-names/site number: _2:1B-31.-20-1B-43, 20-1B-49, 20-IB-50:
Name of related multiple property listingss- - :

N/A
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing

2)--Loeation-
Street-& number:-- Bounded bv Crawford Plckard Bamber and River Rds.
City-or-town:.- Mount Pleasant-: State. Mlchlggn ' C'ounty Isabella..
Not-For-Publication:{-* | Vicmlty -

3y StﬁtefFederal Agency Cértlﬂcatlon
As the desngnated authority under the Natlonal Historic Prcservatxon Act as amended

I hereby certify that this _X nomination ___request for determination of eligibility meets
the doeumentation standards-for registering properties-in-the National Register-of Historic -
Places-and meets the-procedural ané-professmna} requirements set-forth-in36 CFR: Part-60.-

In my opinion, the property _X meets ___does not meet the National Register Criteria.
recommend that this: propertytbe wbe considered i significant at:the following
level(3) of significance:...

___national X_statewide __local
Applicable National Register Criteria: .

XA I SR o S o ;

Signature of certifying official/Title: Date
___MI SHPO
State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government
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Mount Pleasant, Isabella County, Michigan

In my opinion, the property

___meets

does not meet the National Register criteria.

Signature of commenting official:

Date

Title :

State or Federal agency/bureau
or Tribal Government

4) National Park Service Certification

ALY

I ilei"éia.y ceﬁify that this brébéx’t"y' is:
__entered in the National Register

__ determined eligible for the National Register

___determined not ehg1ble for the National Reglster

_femoved frorh- the Natitanal chlster o

other (explam )

e rrve. § e sen s e

Signature of the Keeper

Date of Action

MK WK

5) ‘Classification’ >~
Ownershlp of Property

(Check as many boxes as app!y )
Prlvate g e X

Public — Local b

Public — State

Public — Federal

Category of Property
(Check only one box.)

Building(s)

District X

Site

Structure

Object
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Mount Pleasant Indian Industrial Boarding School
Mount Pleasant, Isabella County, Michigan

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count)

Contributing Noncontributing _
6 [ buildings
4 o sites |
2 _ structures
objects
[ ommeoess oo I ~ Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register 0

6) Function orUse . -i-«-..: 000 e

Historic Functions

(Enter categories from instructions.) -
Education/school = Indian boarding school
Education/Education-Related = housing at boarding school
Funerary/cemetery =-cemetery s e e
Funerary/Graves/Burials = burial mound

] o e - o

Current Functions . :
(Enter categories from instructions.)
Work in Progress

7) Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions.)
Late Victorian
Colonial Revival

Materials: (enter categories from instructions.)
Principal exterior materials of the property: _Brick, fieldstone, concrete, wood
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Mount Pleasant Indian Industrial Boarding School
Mount Pleasant, Isabella County, Michigan

Narrative Description

(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property. Describe
contributing and noncontributing resources if applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that
briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style,
method of construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has
historic integrity.)

Summary Paragraph

The Mount Pleasant Indian Industrial Boarding School (hereafter, MPIIBS) property covers 320 -
acres in the east half of Section 9 in Union Township, Isabella County, Michigan, at the
northwest edge of the city of Mount Pleasant. Today the property associated with the MPIIBS is
divided into three parcels, one owned by the City of Mount Pleasant, one by the Saginaw

. Chippewa‘tndian Tribe of Michigan, and-a third owned by the Mount PleasantPublic Schools.
The property is bounded to the south by Pickard Road, on the west by Bamber Road to the o
acres of this property are included in the current nomination. Immedlately east of the
nominated MPIIBS property is a mixed-use area that includes light industrial development,
commercial development, commupity. parks, and,residential neighborhoods. South of the
property is primarily residential, while north and west of it are still largely agricultural tracts.
Only the south portion of the MPIIBS property has been developed with buildings and related
improvements, both during the federal Indian Boarding School period (1893-1934) and during
the subsequent Mount Pleasant State Home and Training School (also called the Mount
Pleasant Center) period (1934-2009). Much of the property remains agricultural tracts (some
fallowed) and wooded lots, consistent with their use during the boarding school era. Six
buildings are currently standing on the MPIIBS campus that date to the boarding school era.
One building dates from the state home era — all other state home structures have been razed.
In addition to the contributing buildings in the former MPIIBS building complex in the
property’s southeast corner, this area also contains three contributing structures, a pedestrian
arch bridge, now de-watered reflecting pool/fountain, and a fieldstone retaining wall.
Contributing sites include the landscaped campus grounds around the buildings, a forest area
just north of it, extensive field areas used for agriculture during the MPIIBS period and down to
the present, and an Indian cemetery dating from before the MPIIBS’s establishment. The
property also contains four defined archaeological sites, 201B43, 201B31, 201B49, and 20IB50.

Narrative Description

The 312.5 acres constituting the nominated district are currently owned by two landholders:
the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan (hereafter SCIT) owns 14.8 acres in two parcels,
the part of the property containing the former MPIIBS buildings and a smaller parcel containing
the Mission Creek Cemetery, and City of Mount Pleasant (hereafter CMP) owns the remaining
acreage. Four sites are within the district. The first site is defined by the cluster of buildings,
features, and objects that included student dormitories, classrooms, and faculty cottages. The
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Mount Pleasant Indian Industrial Boarding School
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six remaining contributing buildings were constructed between 1898 and 1931 and are located
on land held by SCIT in the southeast corner of the district. One non-contributing building is
also within this cluster of buildings and was constructed for the Mount Pleasant State Home
and Training School (operating from 1934-2009) in 1938. This building, which was used as a
dormitory, was placed on roughly the same location as one of the original boardmg school
dormitories. The CMP has demolished and removed all of the state home era buildings on their
property within the past few years: The cluster of remaining boarding school buildings in the:
district mostly exhibit Late Victorian or Colonial Revival features including almost unvarying
symmetry, raking and return cornices, classical entablatures and pedimented entries with
columns and pilasters. Design features,, Jncludlng flared brick window lintels set in_soldier __
courses, paired columns and modillions are found on multiple buildings. Even the’ Carpenters
Shop — the simplest building in the district — exhibits the segmental-arch-head window
openingsthat echo the rest of the buildings.in the district. el A
Three structures are contributing features in the part of the district containing the MPIIBS
building complex: a cobblestone-faced arch bridge, low fieldstone retaining:wall, and reflecting
pool/fountain. The pool/fountain, built in 1905, is still present on SCIT-property (/sabella County
Enterprise 1905). The poured concrete walls and concrete base of the fountain are intact, as is
the central mechanism of the fountain. A small‘cobblestone-faced footbridge was built to cross
an’intermittent stream behind the smallgirls’ dorm, leading to thé school hospital. The date of
construction of this bridge is unknown, but it is featured in archival photographs of the
boardmg school era. The !ow fieldstone retammg wall marks the southwest edge of.the grounds .
in front/east of the row of Indlan \ School bu_ajdmgs facmg Crawford 'RI_JE_IFI_ Additional features in
the MPIIBSbqumg area.include a portion of the original school entrance road, which turned
off Crawford (Harrls) Road and proceeded in an arc m front of the bmldlngs

Th_e MP!IBAS_ bui_ldi_n__g compl_e_x area_is also_desjgnate_d as__si,te 2_(1LB4_3 be_ga_us,_e_ _b_elow ground .
resources are also present. Archaeological investigations by Central Michigan University (CMU)
in 2012, 2013, and 2015 have identified foundations and deposits associated with eight
demolished structures that were once part of the school complex (Surface-Evans et al. 2012).

A second site within the district is the Indian Boarding School era dump site (201849), as
recorded on the 1929 campus map. Archaeological investigations by CMU via survey and
geophysical prospection identified intact deposits at this location in 2012 (Surface-Evans et al.
2012). Food refuse, personal items, and construction debris were among the artifacts recovered
from this site. The dump site will be discussed further below.

Another contributing site to the district is the Mission Creek Cemetery (201B31). This Native
American cemetery was established in the 1850s, as an extension of the Bradley Mission (see
inventory entry and archaeological discussion of the cemetery). Several well-known and
important individuals from the 1850s-60s Treaty era are buried here. The cemetery continued
to be used by the Saginaw Chippewa Indian community throughout the late 19" and early 20"
centuries. Notable for this district is that several Indian Boarding School students are reportedly
buried here according to death records. Today the only extant grave marker for a boarding
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Mount Pleasant Indian Industrial Boarding School
Mount Pleasant, Isabella County, Michigan

school student is that of John Thomas, who died in 1910. Presently, a total of ten grave markers
remain in place within the marked boundaries of the cemetéry. A 2012 geophysical survey of
the cemetery and areas east and south by CMU determined the presence of many unmarked
graves within this site and expanded the probable boundarres of the cemetery to the south
(Surface-Evans et al. 2012). =

The fourth contributing site (201B50) in the district is another cemetery that was reported in
Saginaw Chippewa oral history. (see Figure 2) and investigated by CMU in 2012 and 2015 using
geophysical methods. The CMU investigations identified the presence of both late 19t-early
20% century grave shafts, as well as several anomalies consistent with pre-contact earthworks
(Surface-Evans et al. 2012; Surface-Evans et al. 2016). While the age of the graves cannot be
determined beyond a doubt without excavation, several artifacts recovered during soil coring
strongly suggestthat they are tontemporary:with the'boarding school (ibid). Further discussion
of this site will be found below.

Intaddition to thie:above:mentioned-sites, there areséveralfiaturakfeaturés:of the landscape o
that contribute to:-this-district; particularly its-integrityof:place and feeling: First; much-of-the
312.5 acres was tdintained as agricultural grounds during the Indian Boarding School éra. At
this “industrial™sthool; students were trained in agritultural-arts arid were required to spend— —
the majority of their daily-schedules contributing towardsthe proiuctiondffood that =~ - :
maintained the fnstitution (Fancher 1911). Today, the northern 160 acres of the'district remains
largely agricultural or as fallow fields..Another important natural feature.of the district is the ..
preservation of a roughly thirty or forty-acre tract of forest, 5|tuated just north of the
contributing buildings_(site 201B43). This forested area was left in place when the MPIIBS.was
established and is still present more than 100.years later as.an old-growth stand of beech and
maple forest. Notably, students at the school frequently harvested choice pieces of lumber

from the forest, underthe direction of the school carpenter; for construction projects at the
school. In particular, the Domestic Science Building (no longer standing, but foundations
identified in the 2012 CMU archaeological field.school) was.constructed from logs.harvested
from the forest (Mount Pleasant Times 1912; Surface-Evans-et'al:-2012). Access roads leading to
pastureland in the north half of the district from former school barns are also still in use today.

MPIIBS Campus Buildings and Features:
Note: Identifying numbers refer to resource numbers on Figure 6, the current map.
State Home Building numbers (see end of each entry) refer to the building numbers
assigned by the State of Michigan during the State Home period (c. 1990) as shown in Fig. 5.

1) Auditorium/School, also known as Main Building (1898): The auditorium/school is the
oldest standing building on the property and was constructed in 1898 (/sabella County
Enterprise 1898). The original T-footprint building, with the head of the T at the east end,
housed four classrooms, two on each floor in each wing (north and south) flanking a large
one-and-one-half-story gathering room. A later addition with a second, west set of north
and south wings matched the original in every detail and included a stage at the west end of
the gathering room as well as four more classrooms. The building was also known as the
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schoolhouse by Indian School students (State of Michigan, Physical Plant Inventory, -
Structures Section, 1969; United States Indian'School' Map1929). This building was later
called the chapel during the State Home perlod (1934 2009}

Visual inspection of the exterior walls of the Auditorium in 2012 by the Central Michigan
University (CMU) Archaeological Field School noted a small grouping of carvings on the back
(west) side of the exterior brick and limestone. These carvings include: an “X,” the initials
“EE” and “RW,” the date “1911,” and an “X” shape enclosed by a circle, a symbol suggestive
of a medicine wheel (Hegyi 2013).

The auditorium/school is a two-story, hipped roof brick building with a nine-bay wide -
symmetrrcal front. It stands on an ashlar stone foundation. The H-shaped plan building
. .includes a.ane-and-a-half=story auditorium.in thecentetflanked ina. symmetrical_ S

arrangement by eight classrooms.

- Each wing,of the hipped roof has.a short; hipped-roof ventilation doemer. Originally, these
. dormers were part of a system that included a conical cupola with six round:topped, vents_
- centered over the east wing. The eaves all around the building are flat with evenly spaced, . -
~- simple tapered modillion-like brackets..... - . o e

e gy £l i, LRl * k] ERE RS S SO (R R —nim. S - ERRCE - SRS £

The brick exterior is Iald upin stretcher bond with doubfe course beltcourses enurc]mg the
building at the level of the window sills. On the first floor the segmental-arch window
openings are surmounted by rowlock and soldier caps one and one half bricks in height. on’
the second floor, the caps for the segmental-arch openings rise to flat tops beneath the

_ upper three rows of the walls’ brlckwork beneath the wooden cornices. ‘

i The fou ndat;on is faced in. random ashlar fleldstone topped by a W|de smooth Ilmestone
water table.
The symmetrical front or. east face of the burldmg has nine bays The gabled prOJectlng
three-bay central part,.faced in brick and closely matching the style of the rest.of the
building, was originally the location of an open double-deck two-story Tuscan-column porch
whose front projected forward and back was inset into the building front under the existing
gable. The projecting center section now has a brick fagade finished like the rest of the
front, and the original porch gable above the main cornice is clad in pressed metal shingles.
Centered in the gable is a round-top center window flanked by lower, rectangular vents,
forming a simplified Palladian window motif (a post card view mailed in 1916 shows the
same window-flanked-by-vents configuration). The central front entrance is sheltered by a
shallow projecting gabled porch with a classical entablature resting on a Tuscan column and
half column out front and against the front wall on each side. Five curved concrete steps set
between uncoursed stone parapets lead to the front door. The gable is also faced with
pressed metal shingles, matching the wall dormer above.
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Windows throughout the building are double hung with two-over-two vertical lites. The
windows in the wings’ north and south ends are pairéd. East and west-facing classroom
windows are casement windows with two leaves. Centered on the rear of the building is a
single round window, abutted at mid-level by the second- floor window-sill-level beltcourse,
and flanked by tall segmental-arch-head windows (currently boarded).

Interior

The auditorium is a one-and-one-half-story space with a stage at the west end and ceiling
finished in simple square pressed metal tiles and cornice. A bead board wainscoting runs-
around a[I three walls below the wmdows and defmes the steps that ascend on both sndes

Along the east orrear wall of the room-a pair of square metal .columns supports abalcony
with a spindle rail. Matching engaged square piers support the edges of the balcony. On the
balcony risers are set in two levels. A pI'O]ectIOI‘l booth faced W|th metal on the outside,
‘was ad&éd aftér'the bdarding'school period S e e e

‘The entry’ Iobbv 6n thefirst floor has anopen’ pran wrth a‘staircasethat, a‘5cendfrig"to the' -
" setond ftagor onthe right or north side; retains the original spindled wooden rail and
“paneled newel post. The steps have carpeting. On the south snde of the Iobby is a bead
board arid windowed wall with an off-tenterdoor. =

PO R

Some of the classrooms are unaltered from the boardmg school penod Common changes
datlng from after that time include wooden panehng in two tones, light above and dark
below a chair rail, acoustic ceiling tiles, carpeting or linoleum tiles and fluorescent light
fixtures. Other rooms retain their ongmai window casmgs beatl board wamscotmg below
the'windowsand wooden floors. — =~ = s e e

Alterations and Integrity

There have been two major changes to the building during the boardlng school period.
Sometime after about 1920 the two-story front porch wasremoved and the space occupied
by a classroom on the second floor and a lobby for the auditorium on the first floor. Perhaps
at the same time, or earlier, the rear classroom and stage addition was constructed.

Throughout the building, where they have not been removed, the original baseboards and
window casings are very simple with single 1” x 8” baseboards and casings with a single
piece of applied trim on the outer edge.

Probably after the boarding school period, on both the front north and south wings, a
window on the rear fagade nearest the corner was converted to a door served by a set of
cast-in-place concrete steps. A concrete barrier-free ramp was added to the east face of the
west wing on the south side.
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2)

Metal fire escapes are in place between the east end west wings, adjacent to the ,
auditorium windows.'A shed roof over the first-floor efitry o the north side has collapsed.
(State Home Building #31)

Large South Dormitory (1900): The Large South Dormitory Was the second building to be
constructed at this location. The original school building (finished in 1893), which included
classrooms, administrative offices, and dormitories, burned down due to arson in 1899 - -
(Isabella County Enterprise 1899a, 1899b, 1899c; Northwestern Tribune 1899b). The
replacement building: was-meant to-be a dormitory for girls that could house up to 150 .:
beds. The Large South Dormitory is located adjacent to the girls’ vocational area including
the former greenhouse, hospital, laundry, and domestic.science. buildings (the.foundations
of which were identified during geophysical prospecting and archaeological survey
conducted for-the-2012 CMU-Archaeologicalt-Field-School (McCullough-and Mc(fullough-'"---

-2012)). The large south dormitory is-referred to-asthe “large gitlsdorm™on many-of the--

archival school maps, mcludmg the 1929 map to |Ilustrate the dlstrlct

L b R S e e T st i T - 3 . i " e

A cornerstone setting ceremony for the Large South Dormltory was held in 1901 Usabeﬂa

" County Enterprise 1901). Thé Large South Dormitory was desighed as a two-story (plus *~
" basement) U-shaped brick-wall wood-frame structure:The origindl lavatories were located

at the'tear (west) of the building and were-attactied by a narrow’hallway to the‘main-—— -
structure to curb’sanitation concerns. Fire éscapes and an élevator were later added to this
building during the State Home period. The interior of the building was heawly altered
during the State Home period and is currently in a state of disrepair since being abandoned
by the State of Michigan in.the late 1990s. Visual.inspection of the:exterior walls.in 2013 .by
the CMU Archaeclogical Field School identified several paits. of two-letter.initials carved on
the limestone facmg on: the front (east) wall of thebunldmg :

The large girls’ dormitory is a two-story, hipped-roof brick building on an ashlar stone
foundation in a U-shaped plan with the base of the U on the east/front and short wings
extending west to flank a small, nearly square courtyard: The symmetrical front or east face
of the building has eleven bays. The projecting central three bays-are topped by a brick-clad
gable. The eaves of the rest of the hip-roof building display simple tapered modillion-like
brackets similar to those in the eaves of the adjacent auditorium/school building.

Originally centered in the gable were three round-top openings, which have been replaced
with metal vents. The center one was a double-hung window and the side ones vents. A
matching set of openings at the rear retains only the north or left round-topped window
with the other two openings partially bricked up and replaced with a vent. On the roof, low
hipped dormers face east flanking the center gable, and face north and south at the ends of
the front section. There is also one at the west end of each rear wing. Each dormer has a
pair of centered single-lite windows flanked by vents of similar size,

The front entrance is now housed in a small out-thrust gabled projection with the entrance
centered at ground level. The arched door opening is round-topped with a pair of entry
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3)

doors topped by a half-round window with vertical muntins. Four courses of rowlocks
outline the semi-circle. A single step up from the sidewalk leads"to the front door. This
ground-level entry, providing interior stairs to the main level, appears to date from after
about 1920. A 1920-era post card view shows the central part of the building fronted by a
two-story double-deck open porch with stairs at each’ end up'to’a deck at the level of the
main floor. :

The brick exterior is laid up in stretcher bond with a double-course beltcourse encircling the
building at the level of the window:sills. On the first floor.the segmental-arch-head window
openings are surmounted by rowlock and soldier brick caps one-and-one-half bricks in
height. On the second floor, the brick caps have flat tops.and rise to three rows of ... _ ...
projecting courses below the building’s wooden cornices. Windows throughout the bmldmg
are double-hung with-two-over-two vertical lites: - o s

The foundation is faced in rock- face random ashlar fleldstone topped by a wide smooth
limestone water table.

Interior ~ =i

The'interior of the building was substantially altered afterthe boarding school period to = -
accommodate the' néeds of the Mount Pleasant State Home and Traitling Scho”ol Robms
were reconfigured into large playrooms from dormitory rooms.

Alterations and Integrity

Steel fire escapes under flat roofs were added after the boarding school period.on.the north
and south ends of the front section. In the crotch.of the “U” a railed, concrete_second-floor..
walkway replaced a two-stery porch. Oh the south-wall of the north wing, a stair tower with
glass block windows was added and later converted to house an elevator. A small gable-roof
brick basement entrance was added to the west end of the north wing. Several windows
have.been bricked closed. At the west ends of both the north and south wings,.the center
windows on each floor have-been bricked in along with the wmdows at the north and south
ends of the front section adjacent to the fire escape : :
(State Home Building #3)

Large North Dormitory: (1938). Non-contributing — constructed in 1938 for the Mount
Pleasant State Home and Training School as a PWA project. The architect was C. William
Palmer of Detroit. This 1938 dormitory was constructed on the same site as another dorm
building, which was the mirror image of the South Dormitory.

The two-story hip-roof building has a very broadly H-plan footprint, with a long north-south
section flanked by short east-west cross wings at each end. The building has limestone-
trimmed red brick basement and upper walls and exemplifies a simplified version of
Georgian Revival styling. The central east entry has a limestone classical surround with
pilasters on each side supporting a triangular pediment. The multi-lite (36 lites in the first
floor, 30 in the second) windows have plain soldier brick caps downstairs, while the caps of
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the second-story ones merge into a soldier brick frieze that extends entirely around the
building. * . ST et A :

Because it dates from after the MPIIBS period, the Large North Dormitory is not viewed as a _
contributing resource. The building’s roof has deteriorated t6'the point where water
damage is very severe throughout the building. : :
(State Home Building #1) S
Wood Shop/Carpenter Shop: (1908). The original workshop or paint shop was one-of the::-
first structures on the property, housing some of the vocational training practiced by male
students (/sabella County. News 1893). The original structure was frame-built.and included a
carpentry shop and lumber room. The shop was rebuilt to its current state in 1908 (State of
Michigan; Physical PlantInventory, Structures Section, 1969), because, according to - -
Commissioner Morris' 1902 inspection, the original shop was “rather a cheap building and ...
not in keeping with the remainder of the plant” (Department of the Interjor, March 5th,
1902) ;5508 ok : . : -

Oral histories from community members indicate that the woodshop also housed a-
blacksmith. The 2012 investigationsby the CMUArchaeological FieldSchoot documented -
hundreds of legible sets 6f two-and three-letteredinitials, as well asdates; symbols;"and -
other graffiti: CMU graduate student Sarah Hegyi successfully cross-referenced many of the
carved initials with names from the boarding school registers (Hegyi 2013). -

The.Wood Shop.is.a two-story, seven-bay. long; side-gable brick building. The.brick exterior:...
is.laid up.in stretcher bond. The hrick is red like that used in_.the other.buildings, but where..
part ‘of the outer-layer of brick above a windew in the-building’s south-narrow-end has -
fallen, a second layer of brick beneath is of ayellow-buff color. All the windows are set in
segmental-arch-head openings topped by soldier and rowlock brick caps one and one-half
bricks in height. Windows throughout the building are.double-hung with four-over-four... .
lites. The foundation is faced in rock-face random-ashlar fieldstone. There are three -~ - -
basement windows on the north side, one on the east, none on the south and one on the
west. The water table is formed by four courses of brick, the lowest being a header course
and the three above stretcher courses.

The building’s long front or east face has centered entry doors in both the first and second
stories (the first-floor one is boarded up). A rubble stone-faced platform extends across part
of the front from the entry door north and has a simple, single pipe guardrail and cast-in-
place concrete steps. The second-floor door rests atop a thick stone slab sill and has a
transom above it. It may have opened onto a deck, but none is now present. Four of the
first-floor windows have been bricked in and the remaining first-floor ones to the north of
the door and near the northeast corner are boarded up.

The rear west face has a broad cargo entry door utilizing three paneled service doors with a
four-lite window in the upper half. A concrete ramp leads from grade to the doors. All of the
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upper-story windows remain in place On the. flrst floor three of the six wmdow openmgs
have been bricked in. o

On the south gabled end, the four second-story windows remain in place, but three of the
four first-floor windows have been bricked in and the fourth'is'boarded up: On the north
end, the second-story windows remain in place, while all flrst floor wmdows have been
boarded up.

Interior - : % ol 3 She w TS Ee b

The interior appears relatwely unaltered Wooden posts wnth braces, wooden flooring and a .

bead board ceiling appear to.be intact. The.interior.walls are bare brick. - ... ... .

Alterations and.Integrity 3
A-basement entry on the west-side; near the northwest corner, is- of cast concrete with-a---
double pipe rail. The door was probably added or rebuilt. There is a crack in the brick from
the upper left corner of the basement door cap to the lower left corner of the bricked in.
window above it.
(State Home Building #71) R e

5) Gymnasium: (1916~17). For years, the*MIIBS Superlriténdent's reports to the-Comniissiorter
of Indian Affairs¢ontained repeated pleas for an indoor rec¢réation center due to the
lengthy.winters experienced in-this region of Michigan. Approval for-construction of a
gymnasium was finally obtained and the building constructed in 1916-17 (State of Michigan,
Physical:Rlant Inventory, Structures Section,.1969)..The students completed. the prep...cw.... .
excavation for the structure. Various local firms supplied the.lumber, roofing, and utilities.
necessary to complete-the structure-{/sabella County Enterprise 1915): Mount Pleasant-
architect, Lewis Cole, was contracted to design and construct the Gymnasium (Fancher= -
1911).
The Gymnasium is a tall one-story-plus-raised-basement, gable-front building witha
moderate-pitch roof and'a simple rectangularfloor planh. The raised basement exterior is”
constructed of concrete, the upper story in red brick. The front and rear facades have
gabled pediments, the front with three closely spaced round-arch window openings — the
center taller than the flanking ones —and the rear a large square opening. In the gables, the
raking cornices are decorated with evenly spaced vertical modillions. Crown molding
encircles the entire building at the level of the eaves, giving way to gutters on the north and
south sides.

Brick piers rising above concrete ones in the basement level mark the front and rear corners
and divide the long south and north sides into seven bays. Below the eaves is a frieze of six
corbelled double rows of bricks, each pair of courses including a lower course laid in
stretcher bond topped by a course of brick in header bond. Similar to the older buildings on
the campus the flat top of each window is crowned with a keystone cap one and one half
bricks tall.
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The front fagade is symmetrical with a broad entrance centéred ifi"the concréete basement-
level. A double door entry flanked by sidelights rises up to the base of the brick second story
and is capped by a broad and low arch formed of three rowlock courses: The entry is
fronted by a broad pedimented porch with a square paneled ‘pierat the'end-and Tuscan
column inside at each front corner. Three small square windows, with splayed brick caps,
are located above the centered porch gable entrance. To either side was a pair of taller
double-hung windows, but the upper part of each has beéen bricked in and the lower parts *
now read as an additional pair of these square windows to either side of the porch.

" Each of the seven bays on the north.and south sides contains a_pair of double-hung vinyl~ "~
replacement windows in the second story and two boarded-up openings at ground level.
The basement/ground-level windows are the same height as the second-story ones, but
_their bases stand at-ground-level. The bay nearest-the-front of-the-building-on-each side has -
modified window openings — either bricked in to accommodate a smaller window on the
‘north side or-€ompletely bricked in:on:the seuth sidé..In.the-cénterof therorth sideisair =~
shed roof-sheltered entry door with mdel:ghts On the south side,-a centered gable- roaf
porch shelters tWo doors s

' On the-west/rear side, near the northwest ¢orner stands a“single=story; rock=faced concrete~

block additioh which served as fireproof storage for gas and oil. The roof is of concrete and
cast in-a low arc with bell curved eaves. The concrete blocks are cast with a variety of ..
aggregates ranging from sand to speckled black and white gravel. The door in the west end
has alimestone.cap.:... .. . . .. ==:, I e e L AT (R4

There are two fire eseapes on'the gymhasium, each a-staridard steel’strutture with upper
platform-and run of steps down tothe ground; running from a door installed in @ former
upstairs window opening. One is on the north side, immediately adjacent to the northwest
corner and the second is on the west side adjacent to the southwest corner.

Interior

The ground level is broken up into several rooms, each with varying levels of alteration.
Throughout the basement, the ceiling is finished in pressed metal tiles in a simple square
pattern with a border of garlands and a fluted crown mold. The finishes range from newly
hung but unpainted drywall to plaster on concrete. Floors are generally of concrete.

The entry at the front of the building leads into a small lobby with steps descending to the
right to the lower level and ascending to the left to the gymnasium. The steps to the gym
take two turns to the upper landing. Straight ahead to the north are men and women’s
bathrooms and to the left/west is the door into the gymnasium. The roof is supported by
metal trusses hung with fluorescent light fixtures. Along the south wall are four rows of
wooden folding bleacher seats set on stepped risers behind a half wall of vertical bead
board that separates the audience seating from the players’ benches in front. All the
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windows are protected on the inside with heavy gauge wire mesh The gym floor is of hard
maple.

The east end of the gym has a vertical bead board wall, with a\'lqaic'o'riy above. Behind/east
of the wall are a utility room and a locker and shower room. Th# locket and shower room
has a double-ended shower and four open toilet stalls, all with-soapstone dividers attached
to a metal pipe frame and wall brackets. Lockers crowd the south end of the locker room.

Alterations and Integrity -. B % gt '

The lower level was used as classroom space to teach domestic skills durmg the Mount
Pleasant State Home and Training.School period..Sewing.machines and tailoring equipment
are found in several rooms. Alterations were still in progress when the buuldmg was
abandoned; as witnessed by the mcomplete drvwall pro;ect TTEPR ¢ e e
All the windows on the second floor are double-hung vinyl replacement windows. The bays
nearest the front of:the building on-both sides:Have modified-window:dopenings =either. -
bricked in to-accommodate a smaller window:on:the north side-or completely:bricked:in on -
the south side. Fire escapes and the doors to serve them were installed on the rear north
side and the south side of the rear. Four wmdows on the front were shortened to single
lites ahd the upper sectiorn bricked up.- Nt B S SN b T =
(State Home Building #33) 48 : i e
Small South Dormitory: (1927). The Small South Dormitory (also known as the Little Girls
Dormitory) was built.in the southwest part of campus, not far from the Large South
Dormitory. This building was constructed in 1927 and contains a basement and two above
ground stories. The structure is brick with-a front (north) porticoé and-hds an-H-shaped- - - -
footprint, but with the front'section, one upright of the H, much targerthan the rear
section, the H’s other upright.

The Small South Dormitory includes original lavatories forming the back (south) wing of the
building, but these have been substantially remodeled. The Small South Dormitory replaced
a sewing room that formerly stood in this space (Isabella County Enterprise 1926). Like the
Large South Dormitory, this dormitory housed girls (mostly the younger ones) during the
Indian School era.

The Small South Dormitory has two sections, joined by a dependency, the front having a
two-story side-gable form, with a central gable-front projection, the rear being a single-
story side-gable miniature. Almost every detail is symmetrical including inset faux brick
blind windows on the lavatory wing matching the appearance of the windows on the main
building.

The front of the building faces northeast with a centered one-and-one-half-story brick
entrance, topped by a small gable pediment with a wide frieze and return cornices,

centered in the broader gable-front central projection behind it. A single centered double-
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hung window above the grade level door is topped by a gable with a classical entablature
and return cornices. In the broader projection’s gable abové and behind the entry pavilion
is a round window divided into quarters and outlined by a sunburst of soldier brick. Paired
double-hung windows set beneath segmental-arch brick caps in the main facade on the
first and second floors flank the centered front-gable pFOjeCtIOFI Orlglnally the front
entrance was sheltered by a classical flat-roofed porch with a second-story-railed deck. The
entry was almost as wide as the projecting entry pavilion'and-had a set of three square-
columns in each corner set on‘a brick-faced; concrete base and supporting a classical
entablature and a low balustrade. The deck was faced with brick and raised-up two steps.

On the gabled southeast and northwest.ends of the building’s front section a small.double-
hung window is centered in the attic and the first and second floors each have three
paired, two-over-two windows: On the east-side;a small double-hung window on: the first
floor serves the bathroom adjacent to the matron’s bedroom. The windows throughout -
the building are all set within segmental arch heads a,nd have rowlock/soidler brick caps :
and rowldck sills:: - W - Lo it

A'short tivo-story connector, its'slanting roof a continuation of the miain section’s rear roof
slope; links the southwest/rearface of the bullding’s main front sectionto the lavatory part
of the building at the back. The-gabled southeast and northwest ends of the gable-roof
lavatory wing have blind brick windows and the southwest long side has two blind brick
windows, one set near each end of the facade.

Interior::<: waun ot o ; C 1L 2 crra s

All three f!oors the basement flrst and_second ﬂoors, of the main hmldmg were dr\nded
into relativelylarge spaces opening off-a central hall:-in'the basement:a playroom-gecupies
the east half and the west is evenly divided intg a locker room and clothing room; On the
first floor the front of the southeast side had the matron’s bedroom with a bath at the
front and a sitting room at the rear, the northwest had the matron’s office at the front and
a dormitory at the rear. The second floor has large: dormltory roomson each side-of the
hall with a small toilet room in the north corner.’ ¥ ®

The dependency houses stairs from the basement and both floors to reach the lavatory
wing. The rear lavatory was evenly divided between a toilet room on the southeast and a
shower room and washroom on the northwest.

Alterations and Integrity

As mentioned earlier the current front entry configuration has replaced the original portico
with a grade level entrance. The dependency, originally a gable-roof connection to the
lavatory housing staircases, has been altered so the upper south face of the gabled roof
covers the connection almost to the edge of the rear wing. Most of these modifications
were made during the Mount Pleasant State Home and Training School period to
accommodate grade level barrier-free access at the front and direct access to the lavatory
wing from all floors.
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(State Home Building #2)

7) Home Economics Building/Superintendent’s House: (193 1). This structure, very much in
the style of a home, was built in 1931 and was intended to be a home economlcs bu1ld|ng,
with two stories and a basement (Department of thé Interiof, Annual ‘Report to the
Commissioner, 1931). It was subsequently used as the Superintendent’s personal residence
during the State Home period. It stands at the south end of the primary row of buildings of
the MPIIBS. . ' = . :

_This Georgian Revival structure faces south and the footprint has an L shape. Its foundation
is faced in brick, with.stretcher courses at.the basement level, topped.by.a.course of ...
rowlock in a water table band encircling the building. The walls are of red brick laid in
American bond, with five courses of stretchersto each-header course. The front section of.
the house has a side-gable roof with return cornices. The-asymmetrical four-bay facade has
the front entry off-center, with one window to its left and-two to.the right. The upstairs
front displays four windows, with one directly over the entry. The windows are of double-
-hung, eight-over-eight form. All the windows on the front have simple flat two-panel wood
shutters, each with a crescent moon cut out of the upper panel, and many of the shutter
dogs are still in place (a few shutters are missing). All-the house's windows -have rowlock -
brick silfs-and soldier brick lintels, -* i e il i S

The front entrance is a classical pedimented entry, with an applied garland in the
tympanum. The outer ends of the pediment rest on half-round Tuscan columns, while the
paneled door itself is flanked by fluted pillars and topped by a transom. The front roof
slope displays two. off-center gabled roof dormers,.each with,a nine—lite .casement window.
Each gable end hasa half circle, fanlight window inthe attic outlmed by soldier brlcks and
three shuttered windows on each floor. On the west side on the first floor near the
southwest corner is a.slant-sided bay window with a.flared. hipped. copper roof and two -
Narrow-six-over-six: double hung wmdows flanked by brrck piers:—

The two-story rear wing has a hipped roof and no shutters, but the same eight-over-eight
double-hung windows. On the second floor, there are three windows each on the east and
west and five on the north, The west and the east sides have tall brick chimneys, built of
brick matching the walls. The first floor of the rear wing has two windows flanking the
chimney on the east, a single window on the north near the northeast corner and three on
the west side.

There are three entrances to the structure. On the front is a simple brick-faced concrete
stoop with four shallow, deep, concrete steps between low brick parapets. Tucked into the
angle between the front and ell sections on the east side is a hipped-roof entry with a brick
vestibule nearest the house and a wooden outer parch with square Tuscan columns at the
ends and corner supporting segmental-arch trim spanning the space between. The fronts
beneath the arches contain a pair of four-lite windows on the north side and two windows
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flanking a door facing east The third entry ison the north side of the ell near. the

and segmental- arch trim spanning the openings atop a brick-faced concrete landing.
Diagonal lattice fills in the arched opening completely on the north s:de while on the east
and west sides the lattice work surrounds an open entry bengath its own slightly arched
latticework lintel. There is a small landscaped garden or planting space'on the northeast
side of the building, defined by a low brick wall of three courses with-a concrete cap,
attached to the northeast corner of the rear ell and to the east facing steps of‘the east
porch. - _

The building retains.the original half round gutters with.most of the downspouts and boxes
still in place.

Interior S S e s e R AR e
The interior is in fair to poor condition with the staircase from the first to second floor

collapsed into the basement-staircase. Much of the-first-floor islinstable-and deflects when

walked on. The orlgmal reems had plastered walls -0n lathe Wlth smple-wooden £ 141 ERETEEE
Originally the first ftoor housed-asmall-dining room andkitchen-as weltasa large dining—
room'with the’'staircase ascending on the rear or north wall in the froht sectiom: The rear
wing was a single large kitchen. On the second floor were two séwing rooms, oné on the
west end of the front section.and another filling the rear.wing..A bedroom.and bathroom
were in the east end of the front section on the second floor (Plan 3-220-34- 2}

Alteratlons and lntegnty

As with most of the rest of the buildings, fluorescent hght flxtures haVe been added and
the rooms were probably reconfigured =especially the large kitchen-and_the large sewing
room in the rear wing (Plan 3-220-34-3).

(State Home Building #34) . . savy SENENGE S e e g AT N S SRR e SR

Landscape Objects and Features: The 312.5 currently nominated acres of the former school
included a number of natural, landscaped, and agricultural features that are still present
today. In particular, the northern third of the district is still under agricultural cultivation, as
are the fields in the southwest corner of the property. While orchards are no longer present
in the southeast corner of the school grounds, there remains a cobblestone-faced arch
bridge and stand of maple trees that were part of the landscaping of the school. The main
road entering into the school grounds on the south end of the campus is also still present.
Other access roads that were historically used to access pasture and farmland in the norther
half of the property are also still present.

(Figures 2 and 3)

MPIIBS Building Complex Grounds, located in the southeast corner of the property,
extending about 1400 feet along Crawford Road north of Pickard and along Pickard Road
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about 600 feet west from Crawford. The park-like grounds associated.with the. MPIIBS
buildings display a great number and variety of large, old trees and areas of open lawn. No
historic landscape or planting plans are known to exist, but certain aspects of the setting
clearly reflect conscious planning. The southeast corner of the grounds northwest of
Crawford/Pickard intersection and south of the MPIIBS buildings has“géntl\? uAdulating
topography and contains a combination of open lawn and areas amply shaded by large old
trees. Maples andother deciduous trees predominate, but numerous conifers are also
present. The grounds contain a fieldstone-faced concrete arch pedestrian bridge that spans
a shallow depression, now water-less. o -

To the north, the part of the grounds fronting the buildings out to Crawford Road extends......
back approximately 250 feet from the road. This area, level ground except for a shallow
depression in front of the Auditorium/School Building that contains the remnants of a~ -
reflecting pool or basin and fountain, features two areas of open lawn roughly in front of - -
the Large South Dormitory and Large North Dormitory. These open areas are framed by
large'trees-along the road;,-and a‘grove of large old:conifers stands directly in:front:of the: -+
Large:South Dormitory. A-few large:conifers.and-deciduous trees also:shelterthe front of -~ -
the Auditorium/School. Several large deciduous trees surround the Home Economics
Building/Superintendent’s'Residence. The ground around the rear/west part of the complex
near the Gyrnriasmrn and*Wood Shop buildmgs is’ morebpen ‘and’ contalns Unlv a feutir Iarger
trees.

Photographs and post card views of the front of the building complex from the very early
twentieth century show an almost tree-less environment. Views from the late 1910s and
around 1920.shaw.more in the way of trees, espemally close to the bmldmg fronts —some
of them presurmably-the large trees still present today.: - Beelea T timonlt T

Structures located on the MPIIBS Building Complex Grounds:

Pedestrian Bridge (Fig. 6, #8) located in park area south of the Small South Dormitory. This
structure, perhaps seventy-five feet in length overall, has a narrow deck, perhaps eight feet
wide, surfaced in concrete. Near its midpoint a low arch, with concrete surface, extends =~ -
about twenty feet across a water-less depression. The structure continues for about
twenty-five feet on each side of the arch, its deck descending gradually in each direction
from the center of the arch to ends flanked by round fieldstone posts on either side. The
arch’s outer walls are faced in cobblestone or rubble fieldstone, the arch itself capped in
two rows of large stones set upright. The deck is edged on both sides by a metal pipe rail,
pieces of which have disappeared. The structure is thought to date from the MPIIBS period
in the early twentieth century but no history has thus far been located. A post card dated c.
1910 shows the bridge with its pipe rails in place, spanning the water-less depression and
carrying a pathway that led to the school’s long ago demolished hospital building standing
on higher ground to the southeast. Then small (perhaps twenty foot tall) trees that show in
the picture are now the very large and stately ones that provide abundant shade in this
park-like area of the campus.
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Fieldstone Retaining Wall (Fig. 6, #9), located parallel with and just southwest 6f the
remnant drive running northwest from Crawford Road toward the Large South Dormitory.
The perhaps seventy-five-foot long wall, supporting the slightly elevated southwest edge of
the lawn area in front of the building comptex; is divided near its ‘center by a'short staircase.
The retaining wall is faced in rounded cobblestones, with a few larger-boulders
interspersed, and capped by a concrete slab copmg This feature probably dates fromthe_
early 20th C. - : e ; -

Reflectlng Pool and Fountam (Fig. 6, #10) :

A primary feature of the grounds.in front of the main. bmldlng row.is a. large tear—drop =
shaped reflecting pool constructed on the grounds east of the Auditorium/School Building
in1905 (/sabella: County Enterprise 1905): The reflecting pool,-outlined by-a low concrete - -
rim; originally had-a concrete base and was filled with water. The concrete rim remains:in-_ .
place, byt the bottom of the now-waterless shallow basin is now.a grassy lawn. Very large_ .

willows, now show much-deterioration;-surround the podl. The pool-appedrsin many. - =~ .0

phetographs.of-the school-grounds. It contains-remnants of-a simple-fountain element-in= -« -
the center, with draised circular concrete rim centered on the several-foot fall square-plan = =~
concrete structure; from which projects'a metal pipe extending up a few more feet-The—- - -
fountain islargely-hidden in shrubbygrowth during foliage seasorr The basin andfountam Sl
show in a post card view mailed in 1916.

Additional Historic Features of the 312.5-Acre:MPIIBS.Property -
Forest/woodlot Atea [Fig. 6, #11) =% ot ails .
A large stand of trees that includes a partly old- growth stand of Beech and IVIapIe forestis _ .
still present immediately north of the cluster of campus buildings (Figure 2). The forest area
extends back about one quarter mile west from Crawford Road and is roughly 900-1000 -
feet-wide from north to south. Regarding this tract historian Isaac A. Fancher stated in his—
1911 Isabella County history: “One thing the authorities of the school are to be )
complimented for is the preservation of the forty acres of native forest situated just north
of the plat on which the buildings are located. It is one of the finest pieces of green timber
in the county...” (Fancher, 79). Notably, students at the school frequently harvested choice
pieces of lumber from the forest, under the direction of the school carpenter, for
construction projects at the school. In particular, the Domestic Science Building (no longer
standing) was constructed from logs harvested from the forest area (Mount Pleasant Times
1912).

Mission Creek Cemetery (Fig. 6, #12) .

The cemetery is located on the east side of Bamber Road just south of Mission Creek. The
formally set aside cemetery grounds, roughly triangular in form with the narrow east end along
Bamber, south side along a paved drive that once extended into the state home complex but
now ends east of the cemetery, and east-northeast roughly along the edge of the drop-off
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down to the low ground along the creek, are lawn-covered and contain a total of ten grave
markers scattered over an area of one or two acres. The‘grounds display afeWtrees ahd shrubs
and are bounded by woods and brush along the creek to the northeast and a fringe of conifers
to the east. The monuments are small and simple white marble tablets W|th flat round arch, or
Gothic arch tops. Motifs displayed include flowers and, in one case, a lamb, The' grounds
contain a Michigan Historical Marker entitled “Indian Cemetery:” RN i :

This Native American cemetery was established in the 1850s as an extension of the Bradley
Mission (see additional discussion below under Archaeological Sites). The 1847 annual report of
the Missionary.Society of Michigan’s Methodist Episcopal Church lists Isabella County as a
station, with two bands of.Indians.visited by its missionaries. A “Treaty.of Detroit with the .
Chippewa Indians of Saginaw and the Swan Creek and Black River Chippewa” approved by
President Franklin:Pierce in:June: 1856 resulted in the establishment of the Isabella Reservation
then encompassing-twelve thirty-six-square-mile Congressional-townshipsinteday’s Mount -
Pleasant area, Establishment of the reservation resulted in a substantlal,migrétion toitof . ..
Chippewa from the:Saginaw: Bay area during 1856 .and 1857. The'treaty provided for the federal
government-to build and-provide support-for schools on:the reservation-and:provided-for-tand-:
already occupied by the Methodist'Church’s Missionary Society for the beriefit of the Indians to
be confirmet to them. The Rev. George Bradley began serving what becameknown asthe -~
Bradley Mission by 1857, d@rid the 1858 Missionary Society-annual report ists' the missién-as—-
having a church and a school with library of 150 books. Fancher states that the now long gone
church and the cemetery — this Mill Creek Cemetery — were located on one side of the street
and the school across the street. An 1864 treaty contained the government’s commitment to
provide funding for a “manual-labor school” on.the reservation— $2000 per year for ten years —
if the Methodists’ Missionary Society would build the school within three years “at a value of
not less than three‘thousand dolfars” and manage the school and attached farm. Fancher and
Reuter’s Methodist Indiun Ministries in Michigan, 1830-1990; both state the school was built -
and operated until taken over by the MPIIBS in 1893, but neither source cites any evidence.

By deed recorded April 1, 1874, the already in use cemetery site-was formally-conveyed for $1
to Lyman Bennett ahd Andrew [last namehard to decipher], “Chiefs of Two Bands of Indians for
the benefit of themselvés and the Indians composing their Bands for Buryall ground purposes.”
The property deeded runs for fifteen rods along the east-west center line of Section 9 east from
the section’s north-south center line (today’s Bamber Road). Its west boundary extends north
along the north-south center line nine rods, and the east boundary north from the south one
four roads. The north boundary as defined in the deed is an angling line connecting the north
ends of the east and west boundaries. This property appears to correspond with the presently
maintained cemetery grounds containing the monuments.

The Mission Creek Cemetery contains the burial sites of several well-known and important
individuals from the Treaty era. The cemetery continued to be used by the Saginaw Chippewa
Indian community throughout the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Several Indian
Boarding School students are reportedly buried here according to death records. Today the only
extant grave marker for a boarding school student is that of John Thomas, who died in 1910. A
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2012 geophysical survey of the cemetery and the areas east and south by CMU determined the
presence of many unmarked graves within the defined visible cemetéry grotnds ard beyond
them. The survey suggests that the probable boundaries for burials that should be considered
part of the cemetery extend to the south from the currently defined area [Surface Evans et al.
2012). The formally designated Mission Creek Cemetery stands on land owrfed’ by the Sagmaw
Chippewa Tribe; the area just to its south that is thought to contain addttlonal burlals is on the
7.5-acre property owned by the Mount Pleasant Public Schools. = g

Farm Land (Fig. 6, #13 and 14) - i ; il
Much of the MPIIBS grounds was occupled by agricultural flelds pastures, and orchards. ThIS :
nomination form’s Figure 2a, which uses a 1929 MPIIBS site. map, shows the extent.of the..
agricultural uses in the school’s latter days. Today much of the acreage north of Mission Creek,
which runs through the'property a little north-of its east-west-center line, remains open fields;
rented out by the-current owner, the City of Mount Pleasant.-The former pasture-land on-the
hillside above the creek’s north side near Bamber Road remains partly open ground. Woods
fringe the low ground along thecreek, but there:are also open‘fields-in part:of the area® - .-
between the creek and-the Forest Area/Wood Lot to-its-south;though fringed by woods along - -
Crawford Road. Part of the state honie buildingcomplex ¢ccupied the formerfield ared in'the -
northwestquarter of the property’s south half in the 1950s and 60s;thesebuildingshaveall
béen femoVed and the area graded within thepast two years: South-of this the rolling grounds
remain open but not'in use, with a scattering of conifers and deciducus treés, in place of the
fields and orchards present in 1929. A few orchard trees are present, but these appear too. - .
young to date from the MPIIBS period and presumably date from the state home period.
Federal Board of Indian.Commissioners member John.J..Sullivan, who.visited.the school in .
Auglst 1928, stated in a-report'on “Indian Schools in- Mtchlgan” contadined-in ‘the cémmission’s:
1929 annual report (38); -

As an important part of the instruction given the students concerns farm work, a well
conducted farm is useful for this reason-as well as for providing food at a low cost. The*
‘extensive acreage which is under cultivation'here seems to be fertile and well tilled. Ltarge
quantities of potatoes, beans, and other vegetables are produced every year, besides corn
and hay for the stock, in all, over 150 acres are under cultivation. A considerable part of the
work is done by the pupils, some of whom remain in the school even in the summer time
when classes are not being held. Even the small children can help in such work as weeding
and gathering vegetables. The dairy supplies large quantities of milk and there is an
excellent orchard.

Work on the farm was clearly an important aspect of the MPIIBS’s educational program; thus
the school’s agricultural land forms an important historic feature of the property.

Archaeological Sites
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In addition to the above contributing buildings and features, there are four significant
archaeological 3ites within the school grounds (see Figure 2a for locations): The dichaedlidgical
potential of the MPIIBS campus was explored during three Field Schools (2012, 2013, and 2015)
by CMU. These investigations included archaeological survey, geophysical’ prospectmg, and
archaeological excavation of several key areas of the campus that are recogmzed‘archaeéloglcal
sites (Surface-Evans et al. 2012, Surface-Evans 2013, Surface-Evans et al. 2016). The areas
investigated included: 1) the southeast portion of campus where the seven extant buildings are
located (201B43), 2) the Mission Creek Cemetery area (20I1B31), 3) the area identified on a 1929
map as the school garbage dump (201B49), and 4) a fallow field identified as a possible
cemetery and sacred site by SCIT elders (201B50). The sites investjgated thus far demonstrate a _
significant potential for archaeological data. All four of these sites.are temporally and culturally
connected to the Indian Boarding School era.

1) - MPIIBS Main Grounds, 20iB43: The main-grounds of the MPIIBS campus, the-area- -

surrounding the seven extant buildings described above, is designated State archaeolog;cal

““ site number 20-1B-43..This-humber was assigned by the-State after a man illegally removed

.- metal buttons from-the premises:after metal-detecting, thus demonstrating a-potential for- -

~ intact archaéaological deposits. Subsequent archaeological investigations by CMU have -

“ identified the foundations of eight-former-buildings (Paintshop, Dining/Mess-Hall, Laundry,

* Greenhouse, Domestic Science Building, South Teacher’s Cottage, Administration Office, ——~
and Gazebo/Bandstand), as well as a former road and buried utility tuhnels. Geophysical

. data and field-observations indicate that-all of the.destroyed buildings.appear-to have.been
demolished in a way that left the foundations and basements intact. Thus there is a high
potential that the MPIIBS main grounds contains significant cultural materials that can
.provide insight into various.aspects of life.at the school... A
For example, artifacts from the Gazebo included a high frequency of animal bones indicative
of choice cuts of meat, as well as several fragments of decorative tableware. These data
support oral histories.of the Gazebo being used.by administrators to entertain.important
guests visiting the school (Surface-Evans 2016). Anotherfinding was a surprising number
and variety of buttons recovered throughout the school grounds. Oral history indicates that
MPIIBS students removed buttons from clothes to use as a form of currency (Balabuch
2012; Johnson 1991). Child (2000) noted a similar use for buttons at two other Native
American boarding schools in the United States, which were Flandreau and Haskell.
Flandreau is located in Flandreau, South Dakota, and Haskell is located in Lawrence, Kansas.
CMU investigations also uncovered archaeological evidence of a fire at the site of the
former Laundry Building, which is one of two well-documented cases of arson at MPIIBS.
These and other findings indicate that there is a significant archaeological potential at the
MPIIBS main grounds (Surface-Evans et al. 2012, Surface- Evans 2013; Surface-Evans et al.
2016).

2) Mission Creek Cemetery, 201B31: The Mission Creek Cemetery has the Michigan
archaeological site designator of 20I1B31. This cemetery was established by the Methodist
Episcopal Church as part of a mission in the 1850s following the signing of the 1855 Treaty.
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3)

4)

Today there are ten remaining grave markers in the Mission Creek Cemetery. The earliest
grave markers that are clearly legible at the cemetery denotes siblings: Mary (age 13)and
Joseph (age 10) who died on 1861. The chief of the Saginaw, Swan Creek and Black River
Chippewa Tribes who signed the 1855 Treaty, ShawShawWawNaBeece, is also buned in this
cemetery (Haase'2013). Oral history indicates that the site was used'as a cemetery before”
the Methodist Episcopal Church set aside the land for this purpose (MeShawboose

personal communication, October 2013}

Mugsmn Creek Cemetery is located on prope_rty: that later became part of MP]IBS. A letter
from school Superintendent E. C. Nardin to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs clearly states
the fact that this cemetery includes the graves of MPIIBS students (Nardin 1901). Archival
research is currently ongoing to determine which students are interred here. At leastone
student, John Thomas, is confirmed to be buried here. His death certificate indicates that he
died January 13t 1910, and his grave marker is present at the cemetery, Other students
may be buried here as well, but their grave markers may no longer be present. Research by
CMU Archaeological Field School.in 2012 indicates that the. cemetety is larger than the
current established boundarles (see Figure 4).. Geophvswal survey data indicates. the
presences of subsurface anomalies.consistent with unmarked grave shafts.south.of. the
current cemetery boundaries on the property.owned by the Mount.Pleasant Public Schools.
and not.part of.this current nomination (Haase-2013; McCullough and:McCullough 2012;..
Surface-Evans et al. 2012). Yl T B

(Figure 4)

School Refuse Dump, 201B49 (denoted on 1929 map): The Indian School refuse dump was
denoted on a map of the school grounds datlng t0 1929 in the southwest quadrant of the
property, immediately north of the 1929 Mount Pleasant city limits. While State Home era-
buildings were later constructed to the north and east of the dump site, this location
reverted to fallow ground and agricultural use after the closing of the refuse dump. There
are no above ground indications of the dump present on the landscape. CMU investigated
the dump.site during the 2012 Archaeological Field School (McCullough and. McCuliough
2012; Surface-Evans et al. 2012). A combination of geophysical prospecting with magnetic.
gradiometry and archaeological survey via shovel test probes confirmed the presence of -
significant buried deposits dating to the early 20" century. A Michigan archaeological site
number of 201B49 was assigned to the Indian School dump site. The dump site has a high
potential for producing archaeological data relevant to the daily lives of the Indian School
children. Investigations of the school refuse dump at the Phoenix Indian School, located in
Phoenix, Arizona, by Owen Lindauer (1996) recovered significant material remains
indicative of subsistence, ethnicity, and acculturation.

Sacred Site/ Woodland Earthworks, 20I1B50: A low rise in a fallow field in the northeast
quadrant of the Indian School grounds was identified by elders in the SCIT community as a
second cemetery that was marked with white crosses in the 1950s. Today, there is no
visible indication above ground for the previous use of this site. Dr. Surface-Evans of CMU
was asked to include this fallow field in the 2012 Archaeological Field School and investigate
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it via geophysical prospecting for indications of unmarked graves (McCullough and.
McCullough 2012; Surface-Evans et al. 2012). This area was extensively stirvéyed with ~
ground penetrating radar, magnetic gradiometry, and soil resistivity. Numerous subsurface
anomalies were identified in the geophysical data. Several anomalies were consmtent with
unmarked graves. Additionally, anomalies suggestive of a low mound with a ‘central grave
shaft and a circular earthen enclosure were also identified in the data. -

State of Michigan archaeological records indicate thirteen recorded Late Woodland period
mound groups in Isabella County. The majority of these mound groups are located within a
mile of the Chippewa River. If the identified anomalies are Woodland earthworks, they -
conform to the expected landscape:placement, as they are-located less than a half mile -
west of the Chippewa River. The State assigned archaeological site number 20IB50 in
recognition of their potential cultural significance to the Indian School period and to the
Late Woodland period '(McCuIrough and McCullough 2012; Surface-Evans et al. 2012).

In 2015, additional geophysical investigations and sojl coring were:conducted to examine
the extent of the site and ground -truth some of the anomalies identified. This work-
identified additional grave anomalies within a five- acre area and was able to confirm the
presence of graves through the ‘recovery of several artlfacts durmg soil coring (Surface- B
Evans et al. 2016) Adclttlonally, soil coring. of the posslble earthworks also.confirmed .. o
stratlgraphlc deposuts consistent with other documented mound groups in the county (cf
Carstens 1976). The total inventory of possible graves at site 201B50 is currently 36,and a
minimum of three to six possible earthworks were also identified by the geophysical studies
(Surface-Evans et al 2016). - S . ;
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8) Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria

(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register
listing.) : is : et et it

X A. Property is associated with events that have made a sngnlﬂcant contrlbutlon to the
broad patterns of our history.

B. Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in.our past. .

, € Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of
construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic va[ues,
or represents a significant and dlstmgulshable entity whose components lack
individual distinction. LA T A S

% D “Property has. ylelded ar is. llkely to yield 1nformat1on 1mporta11t in ]‘jrehmtory or
history. - » -

Criteria Considerations -
(Mark “x” in all the boxes that apply )

A. Owned by a religious 1nst1tutlon or used for reh glous purposes

TR E L L LS s 3 =EA e

~B. Removed from its orlgmal location

. A birthplace or grave

(&
- D. A cemetery
E

. A reconstructed building, object, or structure

~ F. A commemorative property

G. Less than 50 years old or achieving significance within the past 50 years

Areas of Significance

(Enter categories from instructions.)
Archaeology/Historic Aboriginal
Archaeology/Historic Non-aboriginal
Education
Ethnic Heritage / Native American
Social History
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Period of Significance
1855-1934 . " i e

Significant Dates -
1856 — treaty establishing Isabella Reservatio
1893 — year MPIIBS opened
1899 — year main school building burnt down
1934 — vear MPIIBS school ¢losed

Signi.ﬁcant l_’ersox.l. :
(Comiplete only if Criterion B is'marked above.)
N/A

Cultural Affiliation ;
Native American:: . TR 13

Architect/Builder-
NAA S Gt M ooy alds

Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes -
level of significance, applicable criteria, justification for the period of significance, and any
applicable criteria considerations.)

The Mount Pleasant Indian Industrial Boarding School (hereafter MPIIBS) meets national
register criterion A as part of a national policy initiated by the United States government to
“civilize” American Indians, beginning in the late nineteenth century. MPIIBS is significant for its
direct role in this federal policy and as the only federal Indian Boarding School in Michigan.
Thousands of children from the Chippewa, Menominee, Miami, Mohawk, Ottawa, and
Potawatomi Tribes attended MPIIBS during its forty-year period of operation (Hamp 2012).
MPIIBS opened in 1893 and was one of the first twenty-five Indian Boarding Schools opened
across the United States, following Capt. Richard C. Pratt’s establishment of the Carlisle
Institute, located in Pennsylvania, in 1879. The MPIIBS campus once covered 320 acres of land;
today SCIT only owns 14.8 acres of that land, with most of the rest owned by the City of Mount
Pleasant (CMP) and a small area — about 7.5 acres — owned by the Mount Pleasant Public
Schools. The CMP has demolished buildings belonging to the subsequent State Home period
(1934-2009) and the future of their portion of the school grounds remains uncertain. The
Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan (SCIT) utilizes the campus as part of the cultural
revitalization movement by holding an annual event to commemorate the closing of the
Boarding School called “Honoring, Healing & Remembering.” In 2011, while speaking at this
event, American Indian activist Dennis Banks reminded his audience that the boarding school
system engendered “cultural genocide...and ladies and gentlemen, boys and girls, that is a
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crime”.(Banks 2011). The Federal Indian Boarding School era is a period of United States history
that remains underrepresented and largely untold. MPIIBS is significant under Critéerion’A™ ™ =
because it represents an important part of a national trend, the United States federal
government’s policy of cultural assimilation and genocide of Native American people. 'Afcv'the i
state level MIIBS is sigriificaht, because it was the only federal boarding school in Miéhigén'and
the principal boarding school for many Great Lakes region tribes. The federal Indian Boarding
School era is poorly represented in United States history, but its enduring impacts, in the form
of generational trauma, continue to be felt in Native American communities throughout the -
country. A brief history of MPIIBS contextualized within national Amencan Indian policy is
summarlzed below .

The site‘s primary period of significance corresponds with the 1893-1934 period in which it
housed the Mount Pleasant Indian Industrial School, but the property also has significance
under criterion A for containing the Mission Creek Cemetery, established as a burial ground as
part of a Methodist mission to the Chippewa who occupied lands in a reservation in this area
established under an.1855 treaty. The cemetery contains burials that, dating back at least to
1861, include one of the chiefs who was a signatory to an 1864 treaty followmg up on the 1856
one, and also at Ieast several students of the MPIIBS.

MPIIBS is also éligible for listing under Criterion D. Three seasons of archaeological
investigations by Central Michigan University (CMU) have determined substantial intact -
archaeological dep05|ts relating to MPIIBS are present at four sites within the proposed district.
At s:te 20!843 the foundatlons of elght structures ‘were ldentlﬂed via archaeo!oglcal geophysucs
and survey. Selected excavation of four of these foundations has identified intact deposits
within these building sites. At site 201B49, archaeological geophysics and survey identified the
presence of a 1920s refuse dump associated with the school. These deposits contained food
and construction refuse and have the potential to provide additional information about school
life (cf. Lindauer 1996). At site 201B31, geophysical investigations identified the presence of
unmarked graves within and_south of Mission Creek Cemetery. Combined with archival .
research, it is known that some boarding school students were buried within this cemetery. At
site 201850, multi-staged geophysical investigations and soil coring has identifieda
multicomponent site that includes both prehistoric earthworks and 19th-20th century graves.
The data recovered from these sites has already proven important in evaluating archival and
oral histories about the school, even though only a small sample has been examined up to this
point. Some of these archaeological contributions are summarized in the narrative below.

Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of
significance.)

The evolution and establishment of MPIIBS was part of a sequence of stages of development in
American Indian education beginning with religious subscription schools operated by various
church groups or missions within selected geographic locations, many under contract from the
federal government. Some of these subscription schools (as with MPIIBS) were authorized by
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language inserted within federal Indian treaties. Subscription schools were essentially day
schools operated only a few hours each day for five days a week allowing for Indian studenits to
remain under the influence of their natural culture and life style when at home and not in class.
This bi-cultural existence was seen as a problem by some educators and policy makers as |t
seemed the teaching of the non-Indian culture in such things as language was either: |mpeded
or reversed when the children were at home. The need for a more intensive educational effort
to eliminate the influences of Indian culture at home with Indian students was answered when
Lieutenant Richard:Pratt using his'experiments in education on his Indian prisoners at the
Marion Federal Prison created in<1879 the Carlisle Indian Industrial School at Carlisle,
Pennsylvania (Adams 1995).

The new Indian Boarding School educational system designed by Pratt removed Indian children
from their homes for long periods of time to provide an education while also eliminating the
Indian culture within each Indian student-and replacing-it with an English-speaking white --- -
American culture which in effect was.cultural genocide directed at Indian Children. The federal
Indian boarding schools created-under this system by law. were not to.be located on Indian :::
reservations:so asto insure-additional iselation from the-influences-of the Indian culture; = -~
However, the Mount Pleasant Indian Industrial’Boarding School was unique in that, while it was
considered a non-reservation and was a boarding school that served Indians from all over
Michigan, it was actuallylotated on the Isabella Reservation of the Saginaw, Swan-Creek, and
Black River Chippewa bands as defined in the Exetutive Order of May 14, 1855, and Treaties of
August 2, 1855 (finalized 1856), and Oct. 18, 1864,

In 1891 an act of Congress appropriated funds for the purchase:of land and construction of.
buildings for the. Mount Pleasant Indian Industrial Boarding School (Fancher 1911). MP1IBS was.
one-of three‘federalIndian Boarding Schodls established by this legislation in:the Great Lakes'
region, the other two schools were located in Wisconsin and Minnesota. The government chose
as the location for MPIIBS Isabella County, which is centrally located in the state of Michigan.
Isabella County also happens to be-the location of the Isabella Reservation, established. by
Treaty in 1855. The 1855-56 Treaty with the Chippewa of Saginaw set aside twelve adjoining -
townships of land within Isabella County that would be used towards the “benefit of said
Indians,” and that such benefits would include the “purchase and sale of land for school-
houses, churches, and educational purposes” (Heard 2009). A subsequent 1864 treaty provided
for the establishment and support for ten years of a “manual-labor school” for the Indians to be
run by the Methodist Missionary Society. The site identified by the treaty for the school, the
southeast quarter of Section 9, Township 14 North, Range 4 West, became the south half of the
MPIIBS property, located northwest of the intersection of Pickard Street and Crawford Road.
This oversight in location created a distinctive situation for the Indian students as they were
actually surrounded by an Indian community and some were actually enrolled as day school
students.

On August 6, 1877, this land was surveyed by J. C. Freeman, a local optometrist and jeweler, for
the Commissioner of Indian Affairs in preparation for the establishment of the school (Fancher

1911; Isabella County Enterprise 1877). In 1891, two hundred acres was purchased for the
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school using federal money and funds donated by the citizens of the city of Mount Pleasant
(Littlefield 1983). The corherstone of the first school building was laid October 12,1892, and™ ™ -
the building was completed June 30 a year later (Isabella County Enterprise 1892a). However, -
the first thirteen students started arriving in January of 1893 and were at first housed ina
building in downtown Mount Pleasant: In March of that year “amid two feet of snow, the =

school was moved out to its present site...and here they camped in temporary quarters for

three months” until they were able to move into the dormitory (Miller and Seely 1906). =

During the first year of operation, students were trained with limited resources consisting of
three horses, some farming equipment (Fancher 1911), six vocational instructors and one
academic instructor (Littlefield 1983). However, within a few years the average enrollment at
MPIIBS had soared to 300-350 pupils. Roughly fifteen years after it opened, the MPIIBS campus
grew to encompass an additional 120 acres, and boasted eleven brick buildings and structures
including dormiteries, gymnasium, auditorium; hospital, and-powerhouse::Numerous woeden
buildings such as barns, workshops, laundry facilities, cottages for staff, storage warehouses, .
and a water tower were also present on the grounds (Fancher 1911; Miller'and Seely 1906; -
Littlefield 1983).: By 1933, over-fifty buildings-had been:constructed at MPIIBS (Littlefield 1996).
These buildings, ofteri ¢onstructed by MPIIBS students, were'used to support the school and
also a substantial self—sustamed farmmg opera‘tion also run by student labor (a‘sabeHa’ County
Enterpr.vSe 1895a).- s £ e e - <

MPIIBS offered the equivalent of elementary.through middle.school education; however, the
primary focus of the curriculum was vocational training that conformed to white notions of the
place of American Indian.people: within:the US society.and economy. (Child 2000; Littlefield..
1996). Girls were socialized to the Victorian ideal of female domesticity and.boys were ... _
socialized to be farmers and laberers. An article in the-Isabella’'Co.- Enterprise from April-of 1910
guotes a Miss Estella Reed, who referred to the female lessons available at MPIIBS, stating that—-
“we [MPIIBS] graduate large classes of neat, well trained girls.” An exhibition of this training

was described in an article covering a MPIIBS graduation ceremony-on June 2, 1911: the story
stated that the “girls demonstrated exactly how to proceed tg.make an apron,” which turned
out “fitted and was stylish and looked remarkably neat to our eye,” while boys “gave an -
excellent description of the proper method of potato cultivation” (Mt. Pleasant Times 1911).
According to the Mt. Pleasant Times (1911), the above demonstrations were “convincing

enough that they have received excellent training at the institution.”

The labor of MPIIBS students built and maintained the substantial self-sustained campus and
farm (Balabuch 2010; Fancher 1911; Miller and Seely 1906; Littlefield 1983). Students were
often injured during their work and deaths due to frequent outbreaks of communicable
diseases were also common (Central Michigan Times 1907a, 1909; Isabella County Enterprise
1894, 1896, 1902, 1911, 1913a, 1916, 1921; Mount Pleasant Times 1910, 1913; Northwestern
Tribune 1899a, 1903a). Over two students died while attending MPIIBS. Daily life at MIIBS was
rigid and disciplinary practices were harsh (Balabuch 2010; Littlefield 1983). Students engaged
in military-style drills and other aspects of military indoctrination. Some students responded to
their harsh treatment with resistance and rebellion.
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According to the Register of Pupils from the Mt. Pleasant Indian Industrial Boarding School in™™™"
Mt. Pleasant, Ml, as transcribed by Hamp (2012), more than 180 students ran away from
MPIIBS over the years. At least thirty-five cases of runways, predominantly male (80%, n—28),
were also documhented: in local newspapers from 1892 to 1925 (Clare County Harold 1907;
Central Michigan Times 1907b, 1908; Isabella County Enterprise 1892b, 1895b, 1900, 1904a,
1907, 1908, 1913b, 1913c, 1914, 1917, 1918; Mount Pleasant Times 1925; Northwestern RS
Tribune 1902b, 1903b). The stories on runaways from various newspapers illustrated there
were multiple reasons as to why those students chose to run away: A newspaper story on one
former boarding school student, James Sprague, dated December 28, 1900, said Sprague
claimed the reason for his escape from the institution was to spend Christmas.at home (/sabella
County Enterprise 1900). A Northwest Tribune column about two boys, John Thomas and John
Howard; stated that they said they ran away from the boarding school because “they were
obliged to work too hard at the farm”(1903b). Another story in-the Clare County-Enterprise .
mentions three boys who escaped from the institution because they.were being treated poorly -
by their older classmates (1907). Frank Machie and Edmund Tressel tlaimed theytan away from
the boarding sehool te hunt rabbits and trap-muskrat (/sabella County Enterprise-1908)..Two -
other American Indian teenage boys by the names of Thomas Morsaw and Edward Campau
escaped-from the boarding school and ran-away toDetroit-because they did not like the food
(Isabella County Enterprise 1914). Another column in the Isabella County Enterprise mentions
three American Indian girls who escaped from the school because they did not like “the
restrictions imposed at the government school at Mt. Pleasant” (1918). Some parents of the
boarding school students did not like the idea of their children attending the institution either.
An article from the Isabella County Enterprise.reported on an American Indian mother by:the
name of Mrs. Ashman.who. attempted to retneve her chlld ren from the boardmg school but
failed (1902). - cam st L st sesnvidibity g

Both the newspaper stories and records in the Register indicate that a majority of the students
were returned to the institution. It-was rarely reported when officers.or federal agents did not-
find a runaway student: The Isabella County Enterprise stated that the school could not find an
eight year old boy by the name ‘of Claréence Misheky who was absent and, on behalf of the
superintendent of the boarding school, offered a reward to anyone who found and returned
him to the institution (1907). Another article in the Central Michigan Times told of three
American Indian teenage boys who escaped from the school in Mount Pleasant and were not
found (1908).

Another form of resistance may have been identified during the 2012 CMU Archaeological Field
School at MPIIBS. Field school students observed and documented hundreds of carved initials
and symbols cut into the brick and limestone walls of the Woodshop, Auditorium, and Large
South Dormitory. The markings on the Woodshop are likely initials of the names of students
who attended MPIIBS, as some of the inscriptions also include a year in which that particular
individual attended the institution such as “1923.” Additional sets of initials were documented
on the east wall of the Large South Dormitory. Several symbols, probably representing a
medicine wheel and the four directions, both of which are images of healing in American Indian
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religion, were carved on the west wall of the Auditorium/School Building. A question which
needs to be answered about these inscriptions is whether or not they indicate students” ~
rebellion against the schooling system, or if this was a permissible act allowed by the institution
when a student reached a certain age or grade level. While both of these scenarios may - AP
Iogu:ally explain why-students carved their initials on the outer walls of somé of the buildlr*‘lgs' 3
another reason why they etched their names may have been simply to leave their mark so-as to
‘let future generations know they attended the institution: -

Probably the most notable example -of rebellion at MPIIBS was the intentional arson of the - -~ -
Large South Dormitory. The burning of the laundry building may. also have been arson. CMU
archaeological investigations of the school grounds in 2012 and 2015 identified evidence of .
both of these building fires. It is interesting to note that these structures are both associated
with female-gendered spaces at MPIIBS. Given that female runaways were scarcer than male -
ones; it is possible that starting fires-was seen as a-more-gratifying option for attaining- ¥reedom
by female students. The story of Martha Shagonaby is a.prime example.of how.arson was used.

in this:manner. In the earlypre-dawnhours-of June: 14, 1899, Martha set fire to her dormitory, -
which also happened to be the original structure at the boarding school(/sabella County
Enterprise 1899a,"1899b, 1899c; Northwestern Tribune 1899b). This fire completely déstroyed = -
the structure: Martha confessed to'the arson and after being held forseveral months at the -
schodl-was sent home (Isabella County Enterprise 1899b;, 1899c; Northwestern Tribune 1899by}.

Five years later, a fire. after midnight completely destroyed the laundry building (/sabella County
Enterprise 1904b). The circumstances of this fire are unknown, but given that the bwldmg was
heated from.a.separate boiler house-(Isabella County.Enterprise 1897, 1905b);.it is not likely...-.
that it was accidental. Additionally, there was at least one prior attempt to burn.down the ._ .
laundrybuilding in 1899 (Isabella County Enterprise 1899b). Excavations by the 2012 and 2015
CMU Field Schools uncovered evidence of this fire as burnt building materials, melted glass; and
laundry related debris. Given the difficult working conditions that girls encountered in the
laundry, it is not surprising that it might also be a target for such-an act of rebellion. Other fires.
are also documented at the-school (Isabella County-Enterprise 1895c, 1909)-and appear to have
been a recurrent problem for the school administrators who frequently sought'to :mprove the
infrastructure to prevent fires (Isabella County Enterprise 1903, 1904b).

When Francis E. Leupp served as Commissioner of Indian Affairs and took the reins of the
federal Boarding School bureaucracy, the arson problem was taken very seriously (Adams
1995). Two measures were taken to treat what many officials saw as a potential “pandemic.”
The first change, meant to protect the innocent children in burning buildings, came in the form
of water-filled buckets, scattered densely throughout school structures. The second alteration
had a more controversial component: drastic, well-publicized punitive measures against alleged
fire-starters. Leupp wrote that “remonstrances, explanations of the perils, as well as the
wickedness of such actions, and even the ordinary penalties which lay within the power of the
teachers to impose, were alike powerless to break up this wonton fancy for the firebrand”
(Adams 1995; 229). For students caught committing arson, he countered by pushing for stiff
penalties and jail sentences for their offenses. For example, two Menomini girls confessed to
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burning down a reservation school in 1905 (not MPIIBS), shortly after the policy changes were
made. The principal offender was sentenced to life imprisonment in Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. = =
The story was purposefully circulated throughout the boarding school newspapers, such as the

Indian Leader pubhshed at Haskell to deter other potential arsonists. =
Beyond the impact of a restricted life, former students describe how attending the boarding-
school resulted in the loss of their childhood, family, and language (Balabuch 2010; Johnson
1991). This social disruption caused by boarding schools is still being felt in American Indian’

- communities today (Adams 1995). What-students took away from their experiences at MIIBS
and other Indian Schools are lessons and experiences that affected the ways they interacted
not only with the generations that came before them, but the ones.that came soon after..
Relationships amongst American Indian families and communities were strained and
transformed by the‘traumatizing environment set by the boarding schools (Cross 2014).
Children were torn-away-from home, most of the time unable to visit home even during the-
holidays or summer. Some students were even deprived.of letters sent to them from their. ..
parents (Banks 2011) g : fis

The prevalllng Indian pOlICV’ ih the late’ mneteenth and early twentieth centurie$ wds theto =
make farmers out of Indians by granting each individual Indian a parcel of land of approximately -
eighty acres, underthe Allotment Act of 1887, om which they could build homes and operate = °
farming activities. While this idea seemed to make sense, it resulted in many Indians losing
their lands through unscrupulous.land deals or taxes or from being driven off-their lands for... .
timber or other resources. Under the provisions of the Allotment Act conditions in Indian
communities steadily declined.

Redress for-the failures of the federal Indian pelicies w&§ slow in coming, butthe 1920s saw ™"
some first steps. In 1924, Congress enacted the Indian Citizenship Act, granting citizenship tg all -
Indians who were born in the United States, and with it came the right to vote and to access the
federal courts. In 1926 the Secretary of the Interior retained the Institute for Government . ...
Research (Brookings Institution) to-conduct a survey into the consequences of the Allotment:
Act on American Indian communities. Lewis Meriam, a Harvard-educated researcher, was -
selected to head the study. The Rockefeller Foundation funded the study to insure an unbiased
finding free of government influence. In 1928 after exhaustive research an 847-page report,
entitled The Problem of Indian Administration, was published. This document is better known as
the “Meriam Report.” The report concluded that the Allotment Act had resulted in the Indians
having lost half of their lands since the act’s adoption, the Indian communities were moving.
into more and more poverty and disease, and anger was on the increase on Indian reservations.

One of the major sections of the Meriam Report concerned Indian Education. The report
contained a scathing summary of the conditions within the federal Indian Boarding Schools and
their dangerous impact on innocent Indian children. It stated that the schools in general
provided sub-standard living conditions — among other conditions cited were poor ventilation,
exposed electrical wiring, no indoor toilets, lack of sanitary supplies, and trough-like basins for
washing (Meriam Report: 314-26). It must be noted that this is only a sample of the findings on
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conditions at the various Indian Boarding Schools. Anecdotal stories of student life at MPIIBS
note conditions similarto those-outlined for the schools in general in the réport (Johnson “~
1991). However, official detailed reports by administrators on the day-to-day conditions for _
Indian students who were at MPIIBS are silent. 14

Another issue raised in the Meriam Report is that Indian boarding schools were institutions
where a majority of the students were orphans. The document asserts, "It is said that a large
proportion of thechildren in the Mount Pleasant School, for example, are orphans for whom it
would be exceedingly difficult to reconstruct any kind-of home life" (Meriam:1928).-Patricia
Hamp’s transcription of the student roster, while incomplete, illustrates that a majority of the
former students at MIIBS.had at least one or more deceased. parent (2012). This supports the
claim made in the Meriam Report and relates directly to MPIIBS.

Due to the poor living conditions and overwork experienced by students; ceammunicable---- -
diseases were rémpant..].'he Meriam Report stated these illnesses, even during the Boarding
School Era; could have certainly been "combated by a preventive, curative diet and proper
living conditions" (1928). Many Native students at MPIIBS suffered with tuberculosis. Collins
Mdses was one such boarding s¢hool student. Various fetters written by the student’s mother,
a physician at a sanitariuriin the stateof lowa, as well as the-Superintendent at MPIIBS,— —
illustrate his condition was severe enough to'where he was not expected to live. Furthermore,
these lettersalso verify Collins’s mother was unaware of the severity of her son’s tuberculosis
(Individual Student File).. This information demonstrates that MPIIBS was not unlike the other
American Indian boarding schools of its time. A lot of sickness — and poor treatment — took
place at these institutions, which was one important reason leading to their closing.

Thie-MPIIBS was-tlosed-in-1934. The first movement toward closing the school may have been a
report made by Board of Indian Commissioners member Samuel A. Eliot following a visit to'the -
school in April 1923. Eliot stated that “Industrial conditions have changed a good deal in recent
years, and the boys of the Mount Pleasant school can.now all-find remunerative occupation in
the automobile factories and other industries, and the girls are-always in demand for domestic
service. It is therefore difficult to keep the older boys and girls in school, for they are naturally
tempted to accept the good wages offered them, and their parents are usually in destitute -
circumstances and need the products of the children’s labor.” Eliot noted that of the state’s
Indians, at least 5500 of the 7631 reported in the 1920 census lived in the Lower Peninsula, that
most were very poor and often lived in “squalid conditions,” and that neither the federal nor
state governments was offering any assistance beyond the Mount Pleasant school. He
concluded that “The time has not yet come to close the work of the Mount Pleasant School, but
ultimately the State of Michigan should assume entire responsibility for the educating of the
Indian children” (1923 Annual Report, 22-23). By this time the federal government’s policies on
Indian education were moving rapidly toward incorporating Indian youth into the nation’s
public school systems as much as possible.

Another Michigan report in the 1927 Board of Indian Commissioners annual report went a step
further: “We are strongly of the opinion that the State of Michigan should assume the entire
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responsibility for the education of these Indian children and might well begin by taking on
welfare work to improve the conditions of the adults” (6). The 1932 report stated that “The
policy of placing a large part of the Indian children in local schools near their homes rather than
giving them institutional training in boarding schools, at least in the elementary grades, isan =
educational development which we in principle indorse. It has been the announced policy of -
the educational division to study carefully each existing boarding school situation to determine -
whether the school is one that should be closed down, continued for some other purpose, or
maintained indefinitely.” The report noted that several of the boarding schools had been closed
down within the last year. - . : : ~ : :

The Fiscal Year 1933 Report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs noted that the “substitution
of Federal day schools and public-school facilities for Government Indian boarding schools, a
policy now well established in the Indian Service, gained considerable momentum during the
last year from-budgetary changes made necessary by the Government’s economy program” — -
Congress had required.that $500,000.in funds be switched from Indian boarding to day schools -
(in Annual Report of the Secretary of the Interior ... 1933, 72). The:report stated that during the
next year, the 1933-34 fiscal year, five of the-boarding schools — Mount Pleasant-among them-—-
would only be “maintained 6n a skeleton basis” (ibid., 73): The schdol was'listed in that year’s
report-as having an enrollment'of 448; a higher number than reported in at least the previous -
fifteen-years (150). The fiscal year 1934 Office of Indian-Affairs report states that the Mount -~
Pleasant school property was transferred to the State of Michigan during the year and thatthe
“Indian children.are in.public.schools...” {(in Annual Report of the Secretary of the Interior ...

1934, 84-85).

The federal Indian Boarding Schools were ultimately, and tragically, a failed social experiment.
Through this experiment, society at the time believed that-the Native American children eould - -
be “taught the English language, habits of industry, the benefits of civilization, the power of the’
white race, and, after a few years, return to their people with some education, with more
intelligence, and with their ideas of life changed for.the better” {Miles 1879). But lives were not
changed for the better:-Federal Indian boarding schools became the tool of cultural genocide -
and created a legacy of social disruption for Native communities. The social, emotional, and
cultural problems that developed out of the boarding school policy are just beginning to

become part of the discourse on intercultural relations in the United States.

Today, the school grounds act as a source of community healing. Tribal members, boarding
school survivors (not restricted to those who attended MPIIBS), boarding school student
descendants, along with interested members of the public community, all gather at the grounds
of the MPIIBS campus every June 6th for the “Honoring, Healing & Remembering Ceremony”
(HHR), during which the closing of the school is celebrated, and the students who attended
MPIIBS are remembered. HHR is one way the Saginaw Chippewa MPIIBS Committee is
committed to making the Mount Pleasant Indian Industrial Boarding School a place for “healing,
education, wellness, and empowerment at a local, national, and global level” (MPIIBSC By-Laws
2012).
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During this ceremony, the SCIT community is reminded that the boarding school era was not a
crime committed against b tribe 6f Native Americans, hor against one generation. Attendees”
and special speakers have always made it a point to note that “parental attendance had an
impact on the lives of their children and continues to resonate into the subsequent
generations” (Cross2012). As stated, the idea behind the boarding-school system was that’ the -
students would pass the education on to fellow community members, as well as future
generations. During her talk at HHR 2012, Dr. Cross remembered the time a friend questioned
why she put all her silverware in the correct setting and ate her food with “exactitude” while -
out to lunch one day. Dr. Cross tells.her friend it’s because of boarding school. Dr. Cress-never..
attended boarding school, but her mother did, and her mother passed some of those teachlngs
on to her, just as the boarding school system intended (Cross 2012). Besides effecting how
Native parents taught their kids table manners, in many cases, their ability to parent at all was
greatly affected, afterbeing cut off from a parent’s love most of their lives. Overall, family
relationships-crumbled, use-of Native languages was diminished and traditional Native - -
teachings were replaced with trade school.—. = .. . ... . ... e LI R T
Within her book, Decolonizing Museums: Representing Native America-in National and-Tribaf -
Museums, Arhy Lonetree references the definitiori of historical trauma, which is @ “cumulative
emotional and psychological wounding overa lifespan and-acrass generations; emanating from
massive group trauma experiénces”(Lonetree 2012). This'definition was also given-at the 2014
HHR Ceremony by speaker Hunter Genia, Director of the SCIT Behavioral Health departiment,
who has spoken at a variety of boarding school related events on the intergenerational effects
of the boarding school era. Today, the commumty works to heal from the historical trauma
created by the boarding school system. Members.of the community believe that in order.to.
heal from this intentional destruction of their culture, they must first muster up.the courage ta. .
talk about it Hunter Genia states-during-a presentation in-2012 that “in-that process-of healing®
and wellness, part of that process is to be able to acknowledge what has happened - that which
has not been acknowledged before” (Genia 2012). Amy Lonetree agrees by stating that “truth
telling is perhaps the.most important-aspect.of a decolonizing museum. practice .of the twenty-. ..
first century,” and that this truth telling process-“assists in healing and promotes community- -
well-being, empowerment, and nation building” (Lonetree 2012). Not only is the Native ~ -
community commenting on the importance of truth-telling, though, but members of the non-
native Mount Pleasant community have also acknowledged the importance of remembering

the hard truths behind the boarding school system. During the Journey for Forgiveness in 2009
(one of the first public displays of remembrance and healing for MPIIBS), Mount Pleasant’s
mayor at that time, Mayor James Holton, declared that “we must recognize that if we do not
acknowledge and remember these mistakes of history, we are doomed to live in a community
divided” (Holton 2009).

The Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe’s Ziibiwing Center of Anishinabe Culture & Lifeways
promotes this aspect of truth telling not only within their main museum gallery, but in every
endeavor involving MPIIBS. The tragic reality behind MPIIBS and the entire boarding school
experience has always been a part of the Ziibiwing Center’s permanent exhibit, but since the
purchasing of the MPIIBS grounds, truth telling and healing have been at the heart of every
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community MIIBS event: including HHR, the Journey for Forgiveness, as well as the current
temporary exhibit; “Debwewin/Truth: The Mount Pleasant Indian Industrial Boarding School™ =~
Experience.” The Ziibiwing Center hopes Debwewin/Truth will soon become a traveling exhibit,
presenting new opportunities to educate on a national level. While United States public schools
teach about the colonization of North America, many schools across the nation leave out the
Indian-Boarding School Era: The exhibit, Dewewin/Truth, will help teach the nation what their
textbooks didn’t. On a more local level, though; in 2011, American Indian Boarding Schools: An
Explorationof Global Ethnic & Cultural Cleansing, A Supplementary Curriculum Guide was --.
created by the Ziibiwing, in order to bring the history of MPIIBS into classrooms throughout -
mid-Michigan. 1
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Grounds of Mount-Pleasant Indian-industrial- Boarding School. Report prepared for-the Tribal Historic
Preservation Office of the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan and the Michigan State Historic
Preservation Office, under State Permit Number AE2013-3.. CMU Report of Investigations 2013-3a.
December, 2012.

Surface-Evans, Sarah, Taylor Gibsdn, Jeréme G Pigeon, Steven Smendzuik, & Kalena Wright) (20167
Report of Excavations of Site 201B43 & Geophysical Prospecting of Site 20/B50. Report prepared for
Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Council & THPO, City of Mount Pleasant Commission, Michigan State
Archaeologist & SHPO, CMU Report of Investtgatlons 2015-1b, under State Permit Number AE2015-03.
July 2016, T . — -

United States Department of the Interior, Board of Indian Commissioners. Annual Report o'f the Board of
Indian Commissioners to the Secretary of the Interior for Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 1924.

United States Department of the Interior, Board of Indian Commissioners. Annual Report of the Board of
Indian Commissioners to the Secretary of the Interior for Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 1927.

United States Department of the Interior, Board of Indian Commissioners. Annual Report of the Board of
Indian Commissioners to the Secretary of the interior for Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 1932.

United States Department of the Interior, Office of Indian Affairs. “Report of the Commissioner of Indian
Affairs,” 68-109 in Annual Report of the Secretary of the Interior for the Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 1933.

United States Department of the Interior, Office of Indian Affairs. “Report of the Office of Indian Affairs,”
78-163 in Annual Report of the Secretary of the Interior for Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 1934.
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United States Department of State (1855) Treaty with the Chlppewa of Saglnaw etc. 11 Stat 633
Ratified Apr. 15, 1856. Proclaimed June 21, 1856.

United States Department of State (1864) Treaty with the Chippewa of Saginaw, Swan Creek, and Black’
River. 14 Stat., 637. Ratified May 22, 1866. Proclaimed Aug. 16, 1866. :

United States Indian School Map (1929). United States. Nov. 27, 1929.

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

___preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requestcd B
__ previously listed in the National Register .
___ previously determmed eli gible by the National Reglster
__-_designated a National Historic Landmark
__recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #
__recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #
__recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey #

Primary location of additional data:

_____State Historic Preservation Office
Other State agency '
‘Federal agency : : A SR SRR S it
Local government
University
X__ Other
Name of repository: _Ziibiwing Center of Anishinabe Culture & Lifeways

|

Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned):

10) Geographical Data

Acreage of Property _= 321

Use either the UTM system or latitude/longitude coordinates
Latitude/Longitude Coordinates (decimal degrees)
Datum if other than WGS84:

(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places)

1. Latitude: 43 36°42.13” Longitude: 84 47°52.05”

2. Latitude: 43 37°33.59” Longitude: 84 47°52.72”
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3. Latitude: 43 37°34.26” Longitude: 84 47°17.15”

4. Latitude: 43 36°42.53” Longitude: 84 47°16.45”

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.)
E 172 SEC 9 T14N R4W, Union Township, Isabella County, Michigan =

The propérty is located north and west.of the intersection.of Pickard.and Crawford roads and v
south and east of the intersection of River and Bamber roads.

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.)

Boundaries are the samg_as_thejhistoriq property boundaries dpring_thg period of significance.

11) Form Prepared By

name/title: SarahJ Hegyi, Interim THPO

organization: __ Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan / anlwmg Center
street & number: _6650 East Broadway

city or town: Mount Pleasant state: Ml-v -zip code:_48858
e-mail__Wjohnson@sagchip.or

telephone: _989-775-4730

date:__11/7/2014 y

name/title: _Sarah L. Surface-Evans, Assistant Professor

organization: Central Michigan University

street & number: 138 Anspach Hall

city or town: Mount Pleasant state: __MI zip code:_48859" '
e-mail__sarah.surface@cmich.edu

telephone: _517-282-3291

date:  11/7/2014

name/title:  Sharon Ferraro, Owner

organization: __Pastmasters
street & number: __1014 Davis Street
city or town: _Kalamazoo state: _MI zip code:_49008

e-mail___pastmast@att.net
telephone: _269-720-0403
date:__11/7/2014
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Some additions/editing by: R.O. Christensen, National Register Coordinator, MI SHPO
November/December 2016 - .

- oW - & e

Additional Documentation- ; - -
Submit the following items with the completed form:

e Maps: A USGS map Qfgg_t_livalent (7.5or _15__@inutq;s§_ﬁes)_ indiCatirjg the property's
location. S R o - _

See attached.

e Sketch map for historic districts and propertles havmg large acreage or numerous i
resources, Key all photographs to thls map

See attached.
. Adfiitionai i_t'é"n_is; (Check with the SHPO, TPO, or FPO for any additional items.)

N/A
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Photographs

Submit clear and descriptive photographs. The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels
(minimum), 3000x2000 preferred, at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger. Key all photographs
to the sketch map. Each photograph must be numbered and that number must correspond to
the photograph number on the photo log.- For simplicity, the name of the photographer,
photo date, etc. may be listed once on the photograph log and doesn’t need to be labeled on
every photograph. - :

Photo Log

Name of Property: Mount Pleasant Indian Industrial Boarding School
City or Vicinity: Mount Pleasant

County: Isabella ) State: MI
Photographer: R. O. Christensen -

Date Photographed::July 28, 2016 (1-40); February 23, 2017 (41-52) ...

Descrlptlon of Photograph(s) and number include descnptlon of view indicating dlrccnon of
camera:

1 of 52: Large South Dormitory (left) with Auditorium/School (right of it in background).
Grounds out to Crawford Rd. on right. Looking north.
MI_Isabella_ MPIIBS 0001 ‘
2 of 52: Audltonum;’School east and north facades Large South Dormitory on far Ieft
MI_Isabella MPIIBS_0002
3 of 52 Auditorium/School fagade detail, east and north facades. Large South Dormitory in
background.
MI_Isabella_ MPIIBS 0003 : :
4 of 52: Auditorium/School, south and east’ facadcs Gymnasium at left.”
MI_Isabella_MPIIBS_0004
5 of 52: Auditorium/School, north and west facades. Gymnasium at right.
MI_Isabella MPIIBS 0005
6 of 52: Large South Dormitory, south and east facades. Part of [Home Economics
Bldg/Superintendent’s House at left edge.
MI_Isabella_MPIIBS_0006
7 of 52: Large South Dormitory front, south and east facades.
MI_Isabella_MPIIBS 0007
8 of 52: Large South Dormitory, detail of front, south and east facades.
MI_Isabella_MPIIBS_0008
9 of 52: Large South Dormitory, north and west/rear facades.
MI_Isabella_ MPIIBS 0009
10 of 52: Large North Dormitory, south and east/front facades.
MI_Isabella_MPIIBS_0010
11 of 52: Large North Dormitory, west/rear and north facades. Wood/Carpenter Shop on
right.
MI_lIsabella MPIIBS_0011
12 of 52: Large North Dormitory, west and north facades.
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..Ml _Isabella_MPIIBS_0012
13 of 52: Gymnasium and, beyond, Wood/Carpenter Shiop on left, rear part of -
Auditorium/School on right. Looking NNW.
MI Isabella MPIIBS_0013
14 of 52: Wood/Carpenter Shop, east fagade.
MI Isabella_ MPIIBS_0014
15 of 52: Wood/Carpenter Shop, west and south facades.
MI _Isabella_ MPIIBS 0015
16 of 52: Wood/Carpenter Shop, east and north facades.
MI_Isabella_MPIIBS_0016
17 of 52: Gymnasium, south and east facades. Wood/Carpenter, Shop at right. .
MI_Isabella_ MPIIBS 0017
18 of 52: Gymnasium, east front entrance, looking WNW.
MI_Isabella MPIIBS 0018
19 of 52: Gymnasium, north fagade. ...
MI_Isabella_ MPIIBS 0019
20 of 52: Small South Dormitory; southeast and northeast/front facades. . -.-
MI_Isabella_ MPIIBS_0020
21 of 52: Small South Dormitory, southeast and northeast facades
MI_Isabella_MPIIBS_0021
22 of 52: Small South Dormltory, northwest and southwestfrear facades.
MI_Isabella_ MPIIBS_0022
23 of 52: Home Economics Bldg/Supermtendent s House, west and south/front facades. Rear
portion of Administration/School in left background. z -
MI_Isabella MPIIBS 0023
24 of 52: Home Economics Bldngupenntcndent s House, west and south facades.
MI_Isabella_ MPIIBS_0024
25 of 52: Home Economics Bldg/Superintendent’s House, east and north facades.
MI _Isabella_ MPIIBS 0025
26 of 52: Grounds associated with the MPIIBS building complex, in area south of Small
South Dormitory and Home Economics Bldg and northwest of Crawford/Pickard
intersection. Looking southeast. .. - ..~ =
MI_Isabella_ MPIIBS 0026
27 of 52: Grounds in front/east of MPIIBS building complex. Looking northwest, with Home
Economics Bldg on left and Large South Dormitory in center.
MI Isabella MPIIBS 0027
28 of 52: Grounds in front/east of MPIIBS building complex. Looking southwest, with Large
South Dormitory in background.
MI_Isabella_ MPIIBS 0028
29 of 52: Looking south across front of grounds between MPIIBS building complex (to
right/west) and Crawford Road to left/east. Administration/School in right background.
MI_Isabella MPIIBS 0029
30 of 52: Pedestrian arch bridge south of Home Economics Bldg, looking southeast.
MI_Isabella_ MPIIBS 0030
31 of 52: Pedestrian arch bridge looking ESE.
MI_Isabella. MPIIBS 0031
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32 of 52: Pedestrian arch bridge looking NNE
* MI _1sabella-MPIIBS_0032 i e
33 of 52: Reflecting pool in grounds in frontfeast of MPIIBS butldmg complex looking
south. Auditorium/School just out of picture to right.
M1 _Isabella_ MPIIBS. 0033 - :
34 of 52: Reflecting pool!fountam from position in front of Audltonumf‘Sehool Iookmg east.
Crawford Road forms a strip across the background.
MI_Isabella_MPIIBS_0034
35 of 52: Mission Creek Cemetery, looking northwest Bamber Road v:mble at left.
MI_Isabella_MPIIBS 0035 - : Ga Mo,
36 of 52::Missiomr Creek Cemetery, looking m)rtheast SIS MR ey
MI_Isabella_MPIIBS® 0036 . aE |
37 of 52: Mission Creek Cemetery, looking northeast.
MI_Isabella_MPIIBS 0037 - _
38 of 52: Mission Creek Cemetery, monument.
MI_Isabella-MPIIBS 0038 -
39 0f52 "Missioh'Cfeek"’Cemetery, menument, - Vi Sdbie Tmease
- MI_Isabella -MPIIBS 0039 -
40 of 52:'Mission-Creek’ Cemetery, chrl'dren*s monuments. "
MI_Isabella_MPIIBS -0040 -
41 of 52: ‘Auditorium/School, east fagade; with-reflecting pool and fountam in foreground
MI_Isabella MPIIBS 0041 -
42 of 52: Retaining wall along southwest edge of open ground in front of bu1ld1ng complex
Large South Dormitory (south'and east~facades)-at left. Looking northwest. -
43 of 52: Reflecting pool and fountain, looking east-northeast, with Crawford Road and
buildings across the street (out of district) in background.
MI_Isabella_ MPIIBS. 0043
44 of 52: ‘Large North Dormitory and: Audltonumf School (leﬁ) and Gymnas:um and
Wood/Carpenter Shop (right), looking south.
MI Isabella MPIIBS_ 0044
45 of 52: Wood/Carpenter Shop, west and south facades, Large North Dormitory to right.
MI_Isabella MPIIBS..0045.
46 of 52: Large North Dormitory, south and east facades.
MI_Isabella_ MPIIBS_0046
47 of 52: Site of state home complex (Bldgs. S, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 36, 37, 38 in Fig. 5),
looking west-northwest from position behind Gymnasium (Bldg. 33 in Fig. 5). Part of Forest
Area on right.
MI_Isabella_MPIIBS 0047
48 of 52: Mission Creek Cemetery, looking east-southeast from Bamber Road. Forest Area in
background.
MI_Isabella_MPIIBS_0048
49 of 52: Mission Creek Cemetery, looking northeast from Bamber Road; former pasture
area beyond fringe of conifers (north side of Mission Creek) in left distance.
MI_Isabella_ MPIIBS_0049
50 of 52: Mission Creek, looking east-southeast from Bamber Road, Forest Area in right
distance, Mission Creek Cemetery beyond right edge, former pasture area to left.
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- MI_Isabella_MPIIBS. 0050 . o g
51 of'52; Field:areanorth of MlSSlOI‘l Creek Iooklng southwest from south of Rlver Road
along Crawford Road. Wooded area along Mission Creek in background.
MI_Isabella_MPIIBS 0051~ -
52 of 52: Field area notth of Mission Creek, lookmg -west from Crawford Road w1th River
Road on the right. _
- Ml.Isabella MPIIBS_0052. .. . _ . ..

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic
Places lo nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response
to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460
et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated lo average 100 hours per response including

time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form: Direct.comments regarding
this burden estimate or any aspect of “1!5 form to the Office of Planning and Performance Managemant U.S. Dept. of 1he Intenor
1848 C..Street, NW, Wastiington, DC.~ ; )
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Figure 1: Location of the Boarding School Property, Mbuni; I_’igasant UsGS Quad.rangle, 7.5-_’ Series
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KEY
[ 201831
1 201843
[] 201849
201B50
[[] Extant buildings
[[] Demolished buildings

Figure 2a: Map of MIIBS District created with 2016 Google Earth imagery and 1929 MIIBS Map.
Locations of four sites in district shown.
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Building Key
A—Administration J—Ilce House S—Large Girl’s dorm
B—Teacher's cottage K—Dalry T--Carpentry/woodshop
C—Chicken house L—Dairy barn U—Warehouse/paintshop
D—Laundry M—Horse barmn V—Small Gir's dorm
E—Greenhouse N—implement shed W=Large Boy's dorm
F—Hospital 0--Hog barn X=3mall Boy's Dorm
G—Dinning/Kitchen P—Storage shed Y—Gymnasium
H—Bailer house Q—Domestic Science Z—Employee Club
I—Garage/implement shed R—School AA—Gazebo/bandstand

Figure 2b: Close-up of southwest corner of MIIBS, with building function identified from 1929 map.
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KEY

[] Bridge

[0 Fountain

[] Contributing bldg

0 Non-contributing bldg
Demolished bldg
(IDed via archaealogy)

-~ Road remnant

Building Key
1—Large north dorm_
71—Wood shop
31-—=School

— 3—large south dorm
~ 33—Gymnasium
— 34—Super. Building
— . 2—Small south dorm
A—Warehouse/
e PR
- B—Kitchen/dulhning'f
- C=—Laundry

=
-
o
o
2
]
o o
S=
B
2
>
=
ko
4
-

D—Greenholise . _
- E—DPemestic Scienee -
F—Teacher’s cottage
 G—Administration
H—Gazebo/
bandstand

Figure 3: Site 20I1B43 map, cluster of contributing buildings with bridge, fountain and road features
indicated. Building Numbers correspond with number assigned on State of Michigan Map, Figure 5.
Lettered buildings are demolished foundations identified via archaeological geophysics and survey.
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Figure 4: Map of Mission Creek Cemetery Magnetic gradiomeétry.results ffom 2012, (Red boxés ~
indicate locations of clusters of grave anomalies, orange boxes indicate less visible grave anomaly
clusters.)
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Figure 5: State of Michigan, Mount Pleasant Center Map (c. 1990).
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lg RIVER, ROAD 66~ WDE)

Building Key

1 School

2 Large south dorm

3 Large north dorm

4 Wood shop

5 Gymnasium

6 Small south dorm

7 Superintendents Building

trian brid e S ——
g ;::::i::l;;: g Mount Pleasant Public Schools
10 Reflecting pool/fountain
11 Forest

12 Mission Creek Cemetery o3 m
13 Agricultural Fields Sits Bounciary
14 Agricultural Fields

Figure 6: Mount Pleasant Indian Industrial Boarding School Map
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Latitude/Longitude -
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3) 43 37°34.26”; 84 47°17.15” 4) 43 36’42.53”; 84 47°16.45”
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National Register of Historic Places
Memo to File

Correspondence

The Correspondence consists of communications from (and possibly to) the nominating authority, notes
from the staff of the National Register of Historic Places, and/or other material the National Register of
Historic Places received associated with the property.

Correspondence may also include information from other sources, drafts of the nomination, letters of
support or objection, memorandums, and ephemera which document the efforts to recognize the
property.



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Requested Action: Resubmission
Property Name: Mount Pleasant Indian Industrial Boarding School
Multiple Name:
State & County: MICHIGAN, Isabella
Date Received: Date of Pending List: Date of 16th Day: Date of 45th Day: Date of Weekly List:
1/25/2018 3/12/2018

Reference number: RS100001795

Nominator:; State

Reason For Review:

X___ Accept Return Reject 2/28/2018  Date
Abstract/Summary
Comments:

Recommendation/ On resubmission of the nomination, the State has corrected the procedural defect in the

Criteria original submission. Accept, National Register Criteria A and D.

Reviewer Patrick Andrus -? MAW Discipline  Historian

Telephone (202)354-2218 Date =2 / -2:9/ 2015
, I

DOCUMENTATION:  see attached comments : No  see attached SLR : ytf yer

If a nomination is returned to the nomination authority, the nomination is no longer under consideration by the
National Park Service.
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commonwealthheritagegroup.com

January 11, 2017
J-0909

Brian Conway

Michigan State Historic Preservation Office

702 W Kalamazoo St.

Lansing, MI 48909

RE: Historic Boundary - NRHP District Nomination
Mount Pleasant Indian Industrial Boarding School
City of Mt. Pleasant, Isabella County, Michigan

Dear Mr. Conway,

The City of Mount Pleasant requested that Commonwealth Heritage Group, Inc. (Commonwealth)
review the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) Registration Form for the Mount Pleasant
Indian Industrial Boarding School (MPIIBS) that is being put forward to the State Review Board on
January 13, 2017. While the City supports the nomination of the MPIIBS to the NRHP and
classification of the property as a district, they are opposed to the proposed historic boundary and
inclusion of the entire 320 acres of land historically associated with the school. The following are our
comments and concerns regarding the historic boundary delineation (Attachment 1: Figure 1).

First and foremost, to be a listed on the NRHP a property must not only be shown to be significant
under the criteria for evaluation, but it also must have integrity. Based on the information presented
in the nomination and Commonwealth’s understanding of the property, it appears that the entire 320
acres of land historically associated with the MPIIBS does not retain integrity. As illustrated in
Figures 2a and 2b of the nomination (Attachment 1), only 6 of the original 27 buildings are extant.
Further, most of the landscape elements associated the school’s training are gone. For example,
numerous barns associated with the Farm Yards west of the cluster of extant structures have been
razed and orchards further to the west also are no longer intact. Thus, the entire southwestern
quadrant of the property lacks integrity of design, setting, materials, workmanship, and feeling
necessary to contribute to the MPIIBS’s significance.

Additionally, the integrity of the southwestern quadrant of the property was diminished following the
school’s closure in 1934, subsequent demolition of 13 of the MPIIBS buildings, and redevelopment
of the area for the Mt Pleasant Center beginning in the 1950s (Figures 1 and 2). The redevelopment
included excavation of basements for the buildings, installation of underground utilities, and
construction of roadways and parking lots on up to four (4) feet of construction substrate.
Commonwealth monitored the near surface demolition activities and restoration of the southwest
quadrant of the proposed district from September to December 2016 (Figures 3-8). Kelly

{ | Milwaukee, Wl 414.446.4121  Dexter, M1 517.262.3376  Tarboro, NC 252.641.1444  Ogden, UT 801.394.0013
West Chester, PA 610.436.9000  Alexandria, VA 703.354.9737  Charlottesville, VA 434.979.1617  Littleton, MA 978.793.2579
Columbus, OH 614.549.6190
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Hagenmaier, Commonwealth staff archaeologist, recently monitored the demolition of roads and
parking lots in that area and noted that no archaeological features or artifacts were observed.

Regarding the northern portion of the property, Commonwealth and the City respect the significance
of site 20IB31 (the Mission Creek Cemetery) and 20IB50 as sacred sites. However, they do not
appear to have significance in relation to the MPIIBS, and therefore it is not clear why they are
considered contributing resources to the district.

With regard to 20IB31, the City and Commonwealth acknowledge its significance as a National
Register eligible historic property. The nomination describes the cemetery as containing:

the burial sites of several well-known and important individuals from the Treat era.'
The cemetery continued to be used by the Saginaw Chippewa Indian community
throughout the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Several Indian Boarding
School students are reportedly buried here according to death records. Today the only
extant grave marker for a boarding school student is that of John Thomas, who died in
1910.

Further, in accordance with the NRHP Bulletin Guidelines for Evaluating and Registering
Cemeteries and Burial Places we agree that the site meets the criteria for eligibility for cemeteries.
That is that 20IB31 meets special conditions, in this case Criteria Consideration C and D:

Criteria Consideration C: A birthplace or grave of a historical figure is
eligible if the person is of outstanding importance and if there is no other
appropriate site or building directly associated with his or her productive

life.

Criteria Consideration D: A cemetery is eligible if it derives its primary
significance from graves of persons of transcendent importance, from age,
from distinctive design features, or from association with historic events.

Therefore while we agree that 20IB31 meets Criteria Consideration C and D, given its spatial
separation from the school complex and the lack of integrity of the intervening area, it cannot be
argued to be a contributing resource.

Regarding 20IB50, its association with the MPIIBS is not well supported given the period of
significance is defined as dating from 1855-1934 and the nomination states:

The CMU investigations identified the presence of both late 19th-early 20th century
grave shafts, as well as several anomalies consistent with pre-contact earthworks
(Surface-Evans et al. 2012; Surface-Evans et al. 2016). While the age of the graves
cannot be determined beyond a doubt without excavation, several artifacts recovered

1 The chiefof the Saginaw, Swan Creek and Black River Chippewa Tribes who signed the 1855 Treaty, ShawShawWawNaBeece, is
also buried in this cemetery (Haase 2013).
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during soil coring strongly suggest that they are contemporary with the boarding
school (ibid). [italics added]

Thus, the site does not appear to meet the criteria considerations for cemetery/burial sites based on
the discussion in the nomination. Further, in December 2016, Commonwealth and Dr. Surface-Evans
discussed recommendations for conducting additional geophysical and geomorphic investigations
within the vicinity of 20IB50 to further define its boundaries which have not been fully delineated.
The City is committed to completing these investigations and having a professional archaeologist
complete survey of the entirety of their property. This work will be directed not only to further
delineating the limits of 20IB50 but also toward identifying additional historic properties and ensure
their protection in the future. Therefore, the City and Commonwealth would recommend that 20IB31
and 20IB50 be addressed separately following additional investigations and consultation with the
Tribe.

Finally, while the portion of the property north of the creek continues to be cultivated as it was
historically during the MPIIBS era, the pastures used by the school (Attachment 1: Figure 2a) have
been converted agricultural fields diminishing the integrity of the area. Given the spatial separation of
the fields from the remaining school buildings, the absence of associated agricultural buildings that
formerly were located immediately south of these fields and the conversion of pastureland to
cultivation this area no longer accurately convey the historic setting.

In sum, based on the direction provided in the National Register Bulletin 16A: How to Complete the
National Register Registration Form that states:

“Include any surrounding land historically associated with the resource that retains
its historic integrity and contributes to the property’s historic significance.”

“Boundaries for rural properties may be based on acreage, including fields, forests,
and open range, that was associated with property historically and conveys the
property’s historic setting. This area must have historic integrity and contribute
to the property’s historic significance.”

Given the emphasis on the integrity and demonstrated significance of the property encompassed
within a historic district, Commonwealth and the City support a historic boundary that is limited to
the tribal-owned land, which encompasses the six (6) extant MPIIBS buildings, the two contributing
structures, the reflecting pool/fountain and cobblestone-faced arch bridge historically associated with
the property. This smaller boundary will provide an appropriate setting and buffer for contributing
resources, while excluding extraneous acreage (Figure 9).

Alternatively, the City requests that the review board defer their decision until further investigations
within the City property are conducted. The City is currently working with Commonwealth to
formalize an archaeological survey strategy to formally delineate the boundaries of 20IB50 and
identify archaeological resources within the remainder of the City-owned property. The City, or a
representative thereof, will present a report on those investigations to the Saginaw Chippewa Indian
Tribe of Michigan and State Historic Preservation Office. Those results could then be used to refine
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the proposed boundary of the district, based on the presence and integrity of archaeological deposits
that may contribute to our further understanding of the occupation of the MPIIBS.

We appreciate your consideration of our recommendations and would be pleased to discuss this
further should you have any questions or concerns.

Sincerely,
Kathryn C. Egan-Bruhy, Ph.D., RPA
Regional Vice President

cc: Nancy Ridley, City Manager, City of Mt. Pleasant



Map Reference: NRHP Nomination, 2016 (scale 1:10.000

E NRHP Nomination Historic Boundary

0 50 100 200 Meters

Liaslieg]
[TTTTTTT1]

0 200 400 800 Feet

| . |I l;‘*l‘ o |
) - i Jd
* A Laan® 8 .

\ .

4

Figure 1. NRHP Nomination Historic Boundary on 1972 Aerial Photo

Job: 1-0909; Date Saved: 1/6/2017 12:56:50 PM



LS NN -

m NRHP Nomination Historic Boundary

0 50 100 200 Meters
Loaalieal]

0 200 400 800 Feet

Map Reference: NRHP Nominatio: __20_16 scale 1:10.000
z -
Tob: 7-0909; Date Saved: 17672017 12:57:36 PM

Figure 2. NRHP Nomination Historic Boundary on 1999 Aerial Photo



Monitored Area
Utility

200 Meters

Reference: Provided by Client (Scale 1:3.456)
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Figure 4. Parking Lot Removal at Southeast Corner of West Wind and
Winding Lane, West Half, View North
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Figure 2a: Map of MIIBS District created with 2016 Google Earth imagery and 1929 MIIBS Niap. .
Locations of four sites in district shown.
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Buliding Key
A—Administration J—lce House S—Large Glrl's dorm
8—Teacher's cottage K—Dairy T—Carpentry/woodshop
C—Chicken house L—Dairy bam U—Warehouse/paintthop
D= Laundry M--Horse bam V=Small Girl's dorm
£—Greenhouse N—Implement shed W—Large Boy's dorm
f—Hospital O—Hog barn X—5mall Boy’s Dorm
G—Dinming/Kitchen P—Storage shed Y—Gymnasium
H—Boiler house Q--Domestic Science 2—Employee Club
I~ Garage/implement shed R—School AA-—Gazebo/bandstand

Figure 2b: Close-up of southwest corner of MIIBS, with building function identified from 1929 map.
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January 12, 2017

Mr. Brian Conway

Michigan State Historic Preservation Office
702 W. Kalamazoo Street

Lansing, MI 48909

Dear Mr. Conway:

This letter is in response to your letter offering an opportunity to comment on the application to place
the Mount Pleasant Indian Industrial Boarding School (MIIBS) on the National Register of Historic Places.
In summary, the City of Mt. Pleasant (the “City”) supports the placement of land owned by the Saginaw
Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan (the “Tribe”), which is approximately 15 acres of the requested 320
acre boundary, however the City does not support the proposed 320 acre boundary and would ask that
the City-owned land be excluded from the boundary district at this time. Alternatively, the City requests
that consideration for the boundary be deferred until further planned archeological work is completed.

The City of Mt. Pleasant and the Tribe have a strong history of working collaboratively on this site and
are committed to being good neighbors as well as good partners and will continue to be respectful of
cultural resources. The following list, while not comprehensive, provides some examples of the City and
Tribe’s demonstrated partnership and mutual collaboration:

e |n2010-2011 City representatives encouraged State of Michigan staff to offer the cemetery land
and the original MIIBS buildings to the Tribe instead of the City.

e When the transfer of land from the State to the Tribe and City was completed in 2011, the legal
descriptions did not include all of the original MIIBS buildings in the transfer to the Tribe. The
City conveyed an additional approximately 6 acres of land to the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe
at no cost to ensure Tribal ownership of all remaining MIIBS buildings and the property was
“squared off.”

e City staff and Tribal representatives have met and communicated regularly since 2011, but more
consistently since 2014 to discuss future plans for the site.

e City representatives have regularly attended and been speakers at the annual Day of Honoring,
Healing and Remembering event.

e A Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) was entered into between the City, Tribe and CMU in
2012 allowing access to City property for the first CMU archaeological field school.

e City retained an archaeologist to provide advice and counsel on a plan for an archaeological
survey of the City-owned land. Due to concerns expressed by the Tribe, the City selected a new
archaeological firm.

Website: www.mt-pleasant.org
Michigan Relay Center for Speech & Hearing Impaired: 1-800-649-3777
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o City staff and Tribal representatives worked jointly to develop a Discovery Plan to agree to
certain protocols if archaeological items were found on City-owned land.

e Tribal representatives invited City Staff to attend Section 106 training with Tribal representatives
to expand our knowledge of the City’s obligations.

e Numerous conversations occurred with City Staff, THPO, EPA and SHPO as a Section 106
application was developed for the potential use of federal funds for the demolition project on
the City-owned site.

e Completed a second MOU with City, Tribe and CMU for a second field school in 2015.

e Worked together to allow for an electric hookup from a City-owned building to allow for night
lighting of Tribal owned property for security.

e Tribe, CMU and City received the 2016 Governor’s Award for Historic Preservation for
collaborative work on the field school.

e Facilitated field school work by helping to clear vegetative cover that would impede the work.

e Coordinated various tours of city-owned land with SHPO and other representatives before,
during and after demolition activities.

e Atthe Tribe’s request and recommendation, the City engaged an archaeologist to monitor some
demolition activities.

e Provided regular updates to Tribal representatives of the demolition plans for the City-owned
buildings, the timing of the demolition, and the archaeological monitoring that occurred.

e |nvited Tribal representatives to community input sessions to discuss and plan for future
potential uses of City land.

e Committed to Tribal representatives to have City archaeologist work with Dr. Surface-Evans to
further delineate the potential size of site 201B50 state-designated archaeological site to better
decide future treatment. Also committed to develop a plan to address the appropriate
treatment of site 201B49.

e Committed to Tribal representatives to have City archaeologist work with Dr. Surface-Evans to
develop a plan for appropriate archaeological surveys of the remainder of the city-owned site to
determine if any other historically significant cultural resources could be identified and then
appropriately addressed.

e City archaeologist and Dr, Surface-Evans had a conference on December 12, 2016 and City
archaeologist is planning to submit a proposal of recommended future archaeological work
based on their exchange of information. Itis expected that an archaeological survey this spring
in conjunction with spring tilling could likely occur.

Since 2011 the City has informally indicated it would support an application for nomination of the Tribal
owned properties to the Historic Register and was prepared to provide support when asked.
Unfortunately, City leaders were surprised when the letter was received December 19 (during the year-
end holiday season) indicating the matter would go before the SHPO Review Board on January 13, 2017
as the City was not aware the application had been submitted. That letter also provided the first
indication that the full 320 acres were being considered as part of the application.

THPO provided the City with a copy of the application. Reading the application received on December
21, 2016 was the first time the City saw justification that the full 320 acres was being recommended for
application.
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The City has not had adequate time to appropriately respond to such a far reaching application. Our
initial concern is that most of the City-owned land does not fit the criteria to have integrity to support it
being included in the district. Attached is an initial report the archeologist was able to put together to
partially address those concerns. As indicated above, we have previously provided commitments to
Tribal representatives that we will complete additional archaeological work to identify potential cultural
resources on the City-owned land and that work is expected to occur in 2017.

Lastly, when City staff met with Tribal representatives on January 4, 2017 it was communicated to the
City that SHPO staff had suggested in July of 2016 that the City be informed that the full 320 acres was
being considered in the application and that a discussion on the implications of such a designation
should occur. However, that suggested notice and discussion did not take place. Therefore, the City has
not had adequate time to complete its commitment for identification of potential cultural resources and
additionally, we feel as if we have not had appropriate time to fully understand the potential
implications, if any, on future development of the site.

In addition, the Mt. Pleasant Public Schools owns approximately 8 acres within the 320 acre section and
in discussions with the MPPS Superintendent, he has indicated that notice of the application and the
review board hearing was not provided to the MPPS as an owner of property in the proposed district
boundary.

We will be in attendance at the Review Board Hearing on January 13 to address any questions or
concerns that the Review Board may have. As stated earlier, we fully support the placement on the
National Register for the approximately 15 acres that are owned by the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe
which comprise the Mission Creek Cemetery and the original Mount Pleasant Indian Industrial Boarding
School Buildings. We respectfully request the City-owned land, approximately 297 acres, not be
included in the historic boundary at this time. Once the archaeological work is completed, we would
then consider support for an expanded district if the work identifies cultural resources to support
inclusion.

Sincerely,

“aang) Kl

Nancy Ridley
City Manager

Attachment

cc: Willie Johnson, Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe Interim THPO



RICK SNYDER MICHIGAN STATE HOUSING DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

STATE OF MICHIGAN

GOVERNOR STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

September 19, 2017

Mr. J. Paul Loether, Keeper
National Register of Historic Places
Mail Stop 7228

1849 C St, NW

Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Mr. Loether:

The enclosed discs contain the true and correct copy of the nomination for the Mount Pleasant
Indian Industrial Boarding School, Mount Pleasant, Isabella County, Michigan, to the
National Register of Historic Places. All written comments concerning this nomination that were
submitted to us prior to our forwarding this nomination to you have been included on Disc 1.

Questions concerning this nomination should be addressed to Todd A. Walsh, Interim National
Register Coordinator, at (517) 373-1979 or walsht@michigan.gov.

Sincerely/yours,

D

Brian D. Conway
State Historic Preservatipn Officer

State Historlc Preservation Office
Michigan Library and Historical Center ¢ 702 West Kalamazoo Street PO BOX 30740 » Lansing, Michigan 48809-8240
www.michigan.govishpo ® 517.373.1630 ® FAX 517.335.0348 = TTY 800.382.4568



Mount Pleasant Indian Industrial Boarding School '
Mount Pleasant, Isabella County, Michigan

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in National Register
Bulletin, How to Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form. If any item does not apply to the property being
documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only
categories and subcategories from the instructions.

1) Name of Property
Historic name: _Mount Pleasant Indian Industrial Boarding School
Other names/site number: 2-IB-31, 20-1B-43, 20-1B-49, 20-IB-50
Name of related multiple property listing:

N/A
(Enter "N/A" if prope

is not part of a multiple property listing

2) Location

Street & numb v Crawford, Pickard, Bamber, River Rds.

City or town: _Mout
Not For Publication:

State: _Michigan County: _Isabella
igity:

3) State/Federal Agency Ce ati

As the designated authority und®t

I hereby certify that this _X nomi est for determination of eligibility meets
the documentation standards for registfi operjgps in the National Register of Historic
Places and meets the procedural and proféSsion ments set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

eet the National Register Criteria. I
ollowing

| Historic Preservation Act, as amended,

In my opinion, the property _X meets _ S
recommend that this property be considered signi
level(s) of significance:

____national X_statewide __loca
Applicable National Register Criteria:

X A _B __C X D

4 J

.. gL / / p
bﬁﬁ//éu e 119 /17
Signature of certifying official/Title:
___MI SHPO

State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government

Sections 9-end page 1



Mount Pleasant Indian Industrial Boarding School
Mount Pleasant, Isabella County, Michigan

In my opinion, the property _ meets ___ does not meet the National Register criteria.

Signature of commenting official:

Date

Title :

State or Federal agency/bureau
or Tribal Government

4) National Park Service Certification
I hereby certify that this property is:

__entered in the National Register

Register

the National Register

Signature of the Keeper

Date of Action

5) Classification
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply.)
Private: X

Public — Local X

Public — State

Public — Federal

Category of Property
(Check only one box.)

Building(s)

District X

Site

Structure

Object
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Mount Pleasant Indian Industrial Boarding School
Mount Pleasant, Isabella County, Michigan

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count)

Contributing Noncontributing
6 1 buildings
4 sites
2 structures
objects
12 1 Total
Number of contributi urces previously listed in the National Register ___ 0

6) Function or
Historic Functions
(Enter categories from

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)
Work in Progress

7) Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions.)
_Late Victorian

Colonial Revival

Materials: (enter categories from instructions.)
Principal exterior materials of the property: Brick, fieldstone, concrete, wood

Sections 9-end page 3



Mount Pleasant Indian Industrial Boarding School
Mount Pleasant, Isabella County, Michigan

Narrative Description

(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property. Describe
contributing and noncontributing resources if applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that
briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style,
method of construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has
historic integrity.)

Summary Paragraph

The Mount Pleasant Indian Industrial Boarding School (hereafter, MPIIBS) property covers 320
acres in the east half of Section 9 in Union Township, Isabella County, Michigan, at the
northwest edge of the city of Mount Pleasant. Today the property associated with the MPIIBS is
divided into three parcels, gie owned by the City of Mount Pleasant, one by the Saginaw
Chippewa Indian Tribe o gan, and a third owned by the Mount Pleasant Public Schools.
The property is bound Muth by Pickard Road, on the west by Bamber Road, to the
north by River Road, Fast by Crawford (formerly Harris) Road. Approximately 312.5
acres of this property are i he current nomination; an approximately 7.5-acre parcel
along the Bamber Road froht by the public school system is not currently included in
this nomination because by mRgakeW¥he re not provided timely notification of the
nomination — this property may be a
Immediately east of the nominated
industrial development, commercial de t,#4ommunity parks, and residential
neighborhoods. South of the property is p %ﬁential, while north and west of it are
still largely agricultural tracts. Only the south @Brtion MPIIBS property has been
developed with buildings and related improvemen#, both@uring the federal Indian Boarding
School period (1893-1934) and during the subsequent igasant State Home and Training
School (also called the Mount Pleasant Center) perio . @ . Much of the property
remains agricultural tracts (some fallowed) and wooded 1&s, cWBisialat with their use during
the boarding school era. Six buildings are currently standing 0 PLampus that date to
the boarding school era. One building dates from the state hom other state home
structures have been razed. In addition to the contributing buildinggf the former MPIIBS
building complex in the property’s southeast corner, this area also contains three contributing
structures, a pedestrian arch bridge, now de-watered reflecting pool/fountain, and a fieldstone
retaining wall. Contributing sites include the landscaped campus grounds around the buildings,
a forest area just north of it, extensive field areas used for agriculture during the MPIIBS period
and down to the present, and an Indian cemetery dating from before the MPIIBS’s
establishment. The property also contains four defined archaeological sites, 201B43, 201B31,
201B49, and 20IB50.

Narrative Description

The 312.5 acres constituting the nominated district are currently owned by two landholders:
the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan (hereafter SCIT) owns 14.8 acres in two parcels,
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the part of the property containing the former MPIIBS buildings and a smaller parcel containing
the Mission Creek Cemetery, and City of Mount Pleasant (hereafter CMP) owns the remaining
acreage. Four sites are within the district. The first site is defined by the cluster of buildings,
features, and objects that included student dormitories, classrooms, and faculty cottages. The
six remaining contributing buildings were constructed between 1898 and 1931 and are located
on land held by SCIT in the southeast corner of the district. One non-contributing building is
also within this cluster of buildings and was constructed for the Mount Pleasant State Home
and Training School (operating from 1934-2009) in 1938. This building, which was used as a
dormitory, was placed on roughly the same location as one of the original boarding school
dormitories. The CMP has demolished and removed all of the state home era buildings on their
property within the past few years. The cluster of remaining boarding school buildings in the
district mostly exhibit Late Victorian or Colonial Revival features including almost unvarying
symmetry, raking and return cornices, classical entablatures and pedimented entries with
columns and pilasters. Deg “ eatures, including flared brick window lintels set in soldier

)

courses, paired colum Qillions are found on multiple buildings. Even the Carpenters
district — exhibits the segmental-arch-head window
ildings in the district.

Three structures are contribuighg the part of the district containing the MPIIBS
building complex: a cobbleston idge, low fieldstone retaining wall, and reflecting
pool/fountain. The pool/fountain, byt i 5, is still present on SCIT property (Isabella County
Enterprise 1905). The poured concret oncrete base of the fountain are intact, as is
the central mechanism of the fountain. tone-faced footbridge was built to cross
an intermittent stream behind the small girls’
construction of this bridge is unknown, but it is fea

in front/east of the row of Indian School buildings faci 2 Road. Additional features in
trance road, which turned
off Crawford (Harris) Road and proceeded in an arc in fron

The MPIIBS building complex area is also designated as site 20IB use below ground
resources are also present. Archaeological investigations by CentralMichigan University (CMU)
in 2012, 2013, and 2015 have identified foundations and deposits associated with eight
demolished structures that were once part of the school complex (Surface-Evans et al. 2012).

A second site within the district is the Indian Boarding School era dump site (201B49), as
recorded on the 1929 campus map. Archaeological investigations by CMU via survey and
geophysical prospection identified intact deposits at this location in 2012 (Surface-Evans et al.
2012). Food refuse, personal items, and construction debris were among the artifacts recovered
from this site. The dump site will be discussed further below.

Another contributing site to the district is the Mission Creek Cemetery (201B31). This Native
American cemetery was established in the 1850s, as an extension of the Bradley Mission (see

inventory entry and archaeological discussion of the cemetery). Several well-known and
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important individuals from the 1850s-60s Treaty era are buried here. The cemetery continued
to be used by the Saginaw Chippewa Indian community throughout the late 19t and early 20t
centuries. Notable for this district is that several Indian Boarding School students are reportedly
buried here according to death records. Today the only extant grave marker for a boarding
school student is that of John Thomas, who died in 1910. Presently, a total of ten grave markers
remain in place within the marked boundaries of the cemetery. A 2012 geophysical survey of
the cemetery and areas east and south by CMU determined the presence of many unmarked
graves within this site and expanded the probable boundaries of the cemetery to the south
(Surface-Evans et al. 2012).

The fourth contributing site (201B50) in the district is another cemetery that was reported in
Saginaw Chippewa oral history (see Figure 2) and investigated by CMU in 2012 and 2015 using
geophysical methods. The CMU investigations identified the presence of both late 19™-early

20™ century grave shafts, g@PWgll as several anomalies consistent with pre-contact earthworks
(Surface-Evans et al. 2Q %
determined beyond @foudiag

-Evans et al. 2016). While the age of the graves cannot be
but excavation, several artifacts recovered during soil coring

strongly suggest that they fife co porary with the boarding school (ibid). Further discussion

of this site will be found b&o

In addition to the above-menti sijdP, there are several natural features of the landscape
that contribute to this district, partiq@far integrity of place and feeling. First, much of the
312.5 acres was maintained as agricu s during the Indian Boarding School era. At
this “industrial” school, students were tr ltural arts and were required to spend
the majority of their daily schedules contributjg#ftow
maintained the institution (Fancher 1911). Today,
largely agricultural or as fallow fields. Another im tural feature of the district is the
preservation of a roughly thirty or forty-acre tract of f. d just north of the

contributing buildings (site 201B43). This forested area wif le lace when the MPIIBS was
established and is still present more than 100 years later a

school. In particular, the Domestic Science Building (no longer standing, but foundations
identified in the 2012 CMU archaeological field school) was constructed from logs harvested
from the forest (Mount Pleasant Times 1912; Surface-Evans et al. 2012). Access roads leading to
pastureland in the north half of the district from former school barns are also still in use today.

MPIIBS Campus Buildings and Features:
Note: Identifying numbers refer to resource numbers on Figure 6, the current map.
State Home Building numbers (see end of each entry) refer to the building numbers
assigned by the State of Michigan during the State Home period (c. 1990) as shown in Fig. 5.

1) Auditorium/School, also known as Main Building (1898): The auditorium/school is the
oldest standing building on the property and was constructed in 1898 (/sabella County
Enterprise 1898). The original T-footprint building, with the head of the T at the east end,
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housed four classrooms, two on each floor in each wing (north and south) flanking a large
one-and-one-half-story gathering room. A later addition with a second, west set of north
and south wings matched the original in every detail and included a stage at the west end of
the gathering room as well as four more classrooms. The building was also known as the
schoolhouse by Indian School students (State of Michigan, Physical Plant Inventory,
Structures Section, 1969; United States Indian School Map 1929). This building was later
called the chapel during the State Home period (1934-2009).

Visual inspection of the exterior walls of the Auditorium in 2012 by the Central Michigan
University (CMU) Archaeological Field School noted a small grouping of carvings on the back
(west) side of the exterior brick and limestone. These carvings include: an “X,” the initials
“EE” and “RW,” the date “1911,” and an “X” shape enclosed by a circle, a symbol suggestive
of a medicine wheel (Hegyi 2013).

o-story, hipped roof brick building with a nine-bay wide
an ashlar stone foundation. The H-shaped plan building
ory auditorium in the center flanked in a symmetrical

The auditorium/schg
symmetrical frong
includes a one-and-a-h
arrangement by eight

Each wing of the hipped ro sa , hipped-roof ventilation dormer. Originally, these
dormers were part of a system th@¥in ed a conical cupola with six round-topped vents
centered over the east wing. The all aggund the building are flat with evenly spaced,

simple tapered modillion-like brack

The brick exterior is laid up in stretcher bo®d wi e course beltcourses encircling the
building at the level of the window sills. On th@irst figr the segmental-arch window
openings are surmounted by rowlock and soldier one half bricks in height. On
the second floor, the caps for the segmental-arch opefifin to flat tops beneath the
upper three rows of the walls’ brickwork beneath the SN ggliNCes

e smooth limestone

The symmetrical front or east face of the building has nine bays. The gabled projecting
three-bay central part, faced in brick and closely matching the style of the rest of the
building, was originally the location of an open double-deck two-story Tuscan-column porch
whose front projected forward and back was inset into the building front under the existing
gable. The projecting center section now has a brick facade finished like the rest of the
front, and the original porch gable above the main cornice is clad in pressed metal shingles.
Centered in the gable is a round-top center window flanked by lower, rectangular vents,
forming a simplified Palladian window motif (a post card view mailed in 1916 shows the
same window-flanked-by-vents configuration). The central front entrance is sheltered by a
shallow projecting gabled porch with a classical entablature resting on a Tuscan column and
half column out front and against the front wall on each side. Five curved concrete steps set

The foundation is faced in random ashlar fieldstone topped
water table.

Sections 9-end page 7



Mount Pleasant Indian Industrial Boarding School
Mount Pleasant, Isabella County, Michigan

between uncoursed stone parapets lead to the front door. The gable is also faced with
pressed metal shingles, matching the wall dormer above.

Windows throughout the building are double hung with two-over-two vertical lites. The
windows in the wings’ north and south ends are paired. East and west-facing classroom
windows are casement windows with two leaves. Centered on the rear of the building is a
single round window, abutted at mid-level by the second-floor window-sill-level beltcourse,
and flanked by tall segmental-arch-head windows (currently boarded).

Interior

The auditorium is a one-and-one-half-story space with a stage at the west end and ceiling
finished in simple square pressed metal tiles and cornice. A bead board wainscoting runs
around all three walls below the windows and defines the steps that ascend on both sides
of the stage. Fluted pi on both side walls have heat registers at the top.

with a spindle rail. Ma
balcony risers are set i

the original spindled wooden rail and
he south side of the lobby is a bead

second floor on the right or north'si
paneled newel post. The steps have
board and windowed wall with an off-cén

Some of the classrooms are unaltered from th g school period. Common changes
dating from after that time include wooden panelidE i es, light above and dark
below a chair rail, acoustic ceiling tiles, carpeting or li les and fluorescent light
fixtures. Other rooms retain their original window casi inscoting below
the windows and wooden floors.

Alterations and Integrity

There have been two major changes to the building during the boarding school period.
Sometime after about 1920 the two-story front porch was removed and the space occupied
by a classroom on the second floor and a lobby for the auditorium on the first floor. Perhaps
at the same time, or earlier, the rear classroom and stage addition was constructed.

Throughout the building, where they have not been removed, the original baseboards and
window casings are very simple with single 1” x 8” baseboards and casings with a single
piece of applied trim on the outer edge.

Probably after the boarding school period, on both the front north and south wings, a

window on the rear facade nearest the corner was converted to a door served by a set of
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cast-in-place concrete steps. A concrete barrier-free ramp was added to the east face of the
west wing on the south side.

Metal fire escapes are in place between the east end west wings, adjacent to the
auditorium windows. A shed roof over the first-floor entry on the north side has collapsed.
(State Home Building #31)

Large South Dormitory (1900): The Large South Dormitory was the second building to be
constructed at this location. The original school building (finished in 1893), which included
classrooms, administrative offices, and dormitories, burned down due to arson in 1899
(Isabella County Enterprise 1899a, 1899b, 1899c; Northwestern Tribune 1899b). The
replacement building was meant to be a dormitory for girls that could house up to 150
beds. The Large South Dormitory is located adjacent to the girls’ vocational area including

Archaeological Field School (McCullough and McCullough
is referred to as the “large girls dorm” on many of the
clu 1929 map to illustrate the district.

2012)). The large sout
archival school maps, i

A cornerstone setting cere

County Enterprise 1901). The Lan
basement) U-shaped brick-wall w
at the rear (west) of the building an

rge South Dormitory was held in 1901 (/sabella

ructure. The original lavatories were located
by a narrow hallway to the main

d an elevator were later added to this
e building was heavily altered

during the State Home period and is currently of disrepair since being abandoned
by the State of Michigan in the late 1990s. Visual i the exterior walls in 2013 by
the CMU Archaeological Field School identified severd@pal two-letter initials carved on
the limestone facing on the front (east) wall of the bui

The large girls’ dormitory is a two-story, hipped-roof brick bu n an ashlar stone
foundation in a U-shaped plan with the base of the U on the east/front and short wings
extending west to flank a small, nearly square courtyard. The symmetrical front or east face
of the building has eleven bays. The projecting central three bays are topped by a brick-clad
gable. The eaves of the rest of the hip-roof building display simple tapered modillion-like
brackets similar to those in the eaves of the adjacent auditorium/school building.

Originally centered in the gable were three round-top openings, which have been replaced
with metal vents. The center one was a double-hung window and the side ones vents. A
matching set of openings at the rear retains only the north or left round-topped window
with the other two openings partially bricked up and replaced with a vent. On the roof, low
hipped dormers face east flanking the center gable, and face north and south at the ends of
the front section. There is also one at the west end of each rear wing. Each dormer has a
pair of centered single-lite windows flanked by vents of similar size.
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The front entrance is now housed in a small out-thrust gabled projection with the entrance
centered at ground level. The arched door opening is round-topped with a pair of entry
doors topped by a half-round window with vertical muntins. Four courses of rowlocks
outline the semi-circle. A single step up from the sidewalk leads to the front door. This
ground-level entry, providing interior stairs to the main level, appears to date from after
about 1920. A 1920-era post card view shows the central part of the building fronted by a
two-story double-deck open porch with stairs at each end up to a deck at the level of the
main floor.

The brick exterior is laid up in stretcher bond with a double-course beltcourse encircling the

building at the level of the window sills. On the first floor the segmental-arch-head window

openings are surmounted by rowlock and soldier brick caps one-and-one-half bricks in

height. On the seconddl he brick caps have flat tops and rise to three rows of

projecting courses Quilding’s wooden cornices. Windows throughout the building
i br-two vertical lites.

The foundation is face8
limestone water table.

e random ashlar fieldstone topped by a wide smooth

Interior
The interior of the building was s ntiall@®ltered after the boarding school period to
accommodate the needs of the Mou S te Home and Training School. Rooms

were reconfigured into large playrooms trg@fdormgory rooms.

Alterations and Integrity

Steel fire escapes under flat roofs were added aft
and south ends of the front section. In the crotch of t
walkway replaced a two-story porch. On the south wa
glass block windows was added and later converted to hous Pior. A small gable-roof
brick basement entrance was added to the west end of the n Ing. Several windows
have been bricked closed. At the west ends of both the north and south wings, the center
windows on each floor have been bricked in along with the windows at the north and south
ends of the front section adjacent to the fire escape.

(State Home Building #3)

Aing school period on the north
ailed, concrete second-floor
PTIN\W i, a stair tower with

1|

O

Large North Dormitory: (1938). Non-contributing — constructed in 1938 for the Mount
Pleasant State Home and Training School as a PWA project. The architect was C. William
Palmer of Detroit. This 1938 dormitory was constructed on the same site as another dorm
building, which was the mirror image of the South Dormitory.

The two-story hip-roof building has a very broadly H-plan footprint, with a long north-south
section flanked by short east-west cross wings at each end. The building has limestone-

trimmed red brick basement and upper walls and exemplifies a simplified version of
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Georgian Revival styling. The central east entry has a limestone classical surround with
pilasters on each side supporting a triangular pediment. The multi-lite (36 lites in the first
floor, 30 in the second) windows have plain soldier brick caps downstairs, while the caps of
the second-story ones merge into a soldier brick frieze that extends entirely around the
building.

Because it dates from after the MPIIBS period, the Large North Dormitory is not viewed as a
contributing resource. The building’s roof has deteriorated to the point where water
damage is very severe throughout the building.

(State Home Building #1)

Wood Shop/Carpenter Shop: (1908). The original workshop or paint shop was one of the
first structures on the property, housing some of the vocational training practiced by male

not in keeping with th
1902).

Oral histories from community Indicate that the woodshop also housed a
blacksmith. The 2012 investigations U Archaeological Field School documented
hundreds of legible sets of two and t jnitials, as well as dates, symbols, and
other graffiti. CMU graduate student Sara gyi s@pcessfully cross-referenced many of the
carved initials with names from the boarding scjgbl reQsters (Hegyi 2013).

building. The brick exterior
other buildings, but where
rrrow end has
indows are set in
caps one and one-half
bricks in height. Windows throughout the building are double-hling with four-over-four
lites. The foundation is faced in rock-face random ashlar fieldstone. There are three
basement windows on the north side, one on the east, none on the south and one on the
west. The water table is formed by four courses of brick, the lowest being a header course
and the three above stretcher courses.

The Wood Shop is a two-story, seven-bay long, si
is laid up in stretcher bond. The brick is red like that ulged

The building’s long front or east face has centered entry doors in both the first and second
stories (the first-floor one is boarded up). A rubble stone-faced platform extends across part
of the front from the entry door north and has a simple, single pipe guardrail and cast-in-
place concrete steps. The second-floor door rests atop a thick stone slab sill and has a
transom above it. It may have opened onto a deck, but none is now present. Four of the
first-floor windows have been bricked in and the remaining first-floor ones to the north of
the door and near the northeast corner are boarded up.
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The rear west face has a broad cargo entry door utilizing three paneled service doors with a
four-lite window in the upper half. A concrete ramp leads from grade to the doors. All of the
upper-story windows remain in place. On the first floor three of the six window openings
have been bricked in.

On the south gabled end, the four second-story windows remain in place, but three of the
four first-floor windows have been bricked in and the fourth is boarded up. On the north
end, the second-story windows remain in place, while all first-floor windows have been
boarded up.

Interior
The interior appears relatively unaltered. Wooden posts with braces, wooden flooring and a
bead board ceiling ap o be intact. The interior walls are bare brick.

Alterations and
A basement entry on tii# westgide, near the northwest corner, is of cast concrete with a
double pipe rail. The d®or ably added or rebuilt. There is a crack in the brick from
the upper left corner of thigba or cap to the lower left corner of the bricked in
window above it.

(State Home Building #71)

Gymnasium: (1916-17). For years, th jntendent's reports to the Commissioner
of Indian Affairs contained repeated pleas @F an ingwor recreation center due to the
lengthy winters experienced in this region of Mj pproval for construction of a
gymnasium was finally obtained and the build¥g congfucted in 1916-17 (State of Michigan,
Physical Plant Inventory, Structures Section, 1969 ts completed the prep
excavation for the structure. Various local firms suppl@d t mber, roofing, and utilities
necessary to complete the structure (/sabella County ri fount Pleasant
architect, Lewis Cole, was contracted to design and construg asium (Fancher
1911).

The Gymnasium is a tall one-story-plus-raised-basement, gable-front building with a
moderate-pitch roof and a simple rectangular floor plan. The raised basement exterior is
constructed of concrete, the upper story in red brick. The front and rear facades have
gabled pediments, the front with three closely spaced round-arch window openings — the
center taller than the flanking ones — and the rear a large square opening. In the gables, the
raking cornices are decorated with evenly spaced vertical modillions. Crown molding
encircles the entire building at the level of the eaves, giving way to gutters on the north and
south sides.

Brick piers rising above concrete ones in the basement level mark the front and rear corners
and divide the long south and north sides into seven bays. Below the eaves is a frieze of six

corbelled double rows of bricks, each pair of courses including a lower course laid in
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stretcher bond topped by a course of brick in header bond. Similar to the older buildings on
the campus the flat top of each window is crowned with a keystone cap one and one half
bricks tall.

The front fagade is symmetrical with a broad entrance centered in the concrete basement
level. A double door entry flanked by sidelights rises up to the base of the brick second story
and is capped by a broad and low arch formed of three rowlock courses. The entry is
fronted by a broad pedimented porch with a square paneled pier at the end and Tuscan
column inside at each front corner. Three small square windows, with splayed brick caps,
are located above the centered porch gable entrance. To either side was a pair of taller
double-hung windows, but the upper part of each has been bricked in and the lower parts
now read as an additional pair of these square windows to either side of the porch.

bricked in to accommodate a smaller window on the
e south side. In the center of the north side is a
ichts. On the south side, a centered gable-roof

shed roof-sheltered entry d8
porch shelters two doors.

On the west/rear side, near the nort co tands a single-story, rock-faced concrete
block addition which served as fireproof's ge f
cast in a low arc with bell curved eaves. The co
aggregates ranging from sand to speckled bla
has a limestone cap.

There are two fire escapes on the gymnasium, each a s
platform and run of steps down to the ground, running fromg# talled in a former
upstairs window opening. One is on the north side, immediat Macent to the northwest
corner and the second is on the west side adjacent to the southWwest corner.

Interior

The ground level is broken up into several rooms, each with varying levels of alteration.
Throughout the basement, the ceiling is finished in pressed metal tiles in a simple square
pattern with a border of garlands and a fluted crown mold. The finishes range from newly
hung but unpainted drywall to plaster on concrete. Floors are generally of concrete.

The entry at the front of the building leads into a small lobby with steps descending to the
right to the lower level and ascending to the left to the gymnasium. The steps to the gym
take two turns to the upper landing. Straight ahead to the north are men and women’s
bathrooms and to the left/west is the door into the gymnasium. The roof is supported by
metal trusses hung with fluorescent light fixtures. Along the south wall are four rows of
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wooden folding bleacher seats set on stepped risers behind a half wall of vertical bead
board that separates the audience seating from the players’ benches in front. All the
windows are protected on the inside with heavy gauge wire mesh. The gym floor is of hard
maple.

The east end of the gym has a vertical bead board wall, with a balcony above. Behind/east
of the wall are a utility room and a locker and shower room. The locker and shower room
has a double-ended shower and four open toilet stalls, all with soapstone dividers attached
to a metal pipe frame and wall brackets. Lockers crowd the south end of the locker room.

Alterations and Integrity

The lower level was used as classroom space to teach domestic skills during the Mount
Pleasant State Home and Training School period. Sewing machines and tailoring equipment
are found in several rg :l Alterations were still in progress when the building was

abandoned, as wit e incomplete drywall project.

001g to serve them were installed on the rear north
. Fo indows on the front were shortened to single

the south side. Fire escapes Sl
side and the south side of the re
lites and the upper section bricke
(State Home Building #33)

Small South Dormitory: (1927). The Small Southd¥ormWory (also known as the Little Girls
Dormitory) was built in the southwest part of 8mp ot far from the Large South
Dormitory. This building was constructed in 1927 a basement and two above
ground stories. The structure is brick with a front (no o and has an H-shaped
footprint, but with the front section, one upright of thé (dan the rear
section, the H’s other upright.

The Small South Dormitory includes original lavatories forming the back (south) wing of the
building, but these have been substantially remodeled. The Small South Dormitory replaced
a sewing room that formerly stood in this space (/sabella County Enterprise 1926). Like the
Large South Dormitory, this dormitory housed girls (mostly the younger ones) during the
Indian School era.

The Small South Dormitory has two sections, joined by a dependency, the front having a
two-story side-gable form, with a central gable-front projection, the rear being a single-
story side-gable miniature. Almost every detail is symmetrical including inset faux brick
blind windows on the lavatory wing matching the appearance of the windows on the main
building.
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The front of the building faces northeast with a centered one-and-one-half-story brick
entrance, topped by a small gable pediment with a wide frieze and return cornices,
centered in the broader gable-front central projection behind it. A single centered double-
hung window above the grade level door is topped by a gable with a classical entablature
and return cornices. In the broader projection’s gable above and behind the entry pavilion
is a round window divided into quarters and outlined by a sunburst of soldier brick. Paired
double-hung windows set beneath segmental-arch brick caps in the main fagade on the
first and second floors flank the centered front-gable projection. Originally the front
entrance was sheltered by a classical flat-roofed porch with a second-story railed deck. The
entry was almost as wide as the projecting entry pavilion and had a set of three square
columns in each corner set on a brick-faced, concrete base and supporting a classical
entablature and a low balustrade. The deck was faced with brick and raised up two steps.

On the gabled southgggnd northwest ends of the building’s front section a small double-
hung window is cg @ he attic and the first and second floors each have three
[ ()

the building are all sef
and rowlock sills.

A short two-story connector, its@@anti@f roof a continuation of the main section’s rear roof
slope, links the southwest/rear facgf th ilding’s main front section to the lavatory part
of the building at the back. The gab t nd northwest ends of the gable-roof
lavatory wing have blind brick windows a he sg#thwest long side has two blind brick
windows, one set near each end of the facade

Interior
All three floors, the basement, first and second floor g¥ain building were divided
into relatively large spaces opening off a central hall.
the east half and the west is evenly divided into a locker rogq Othing room. On the
first floor the front of the southeast side had the matron’s b with a bath at the
front and a sitting room at the rear, the northwest had the matron’s office at the front and
a dormitory at the rear. The second floor has large dormitory rooms on each side of the
hall with a small toilet room in the north corner.

The dependency houses stairs from the basement and both floors to reach the lavatory
wing. The rear lavatory was evenly divided between a toilet room on the southeast and a
shower room and washroom on the northwest.

Alterations and Integrity

As mentioned earlier the current front entry configuration has replaced the original portico
with a grade level entrance. The dependency, originally a gable-roof connection to the
lavatory housing staircases, has been altered so the upper south face of the gabled roof
covers the connection almost to the edge of the rear wing. Most of these modifications
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were made during the Mount Pleasant State Home and Training School period to
accommodate grade level barrier-free access at the front and direct access to the lavatory
wing from all floors.

(State Home Building #2)

7) Home Economics Building/Superintendent’s House: (1931). This structure, very much in
the style of a home, was built in 1931 and was intended to be a home economics building,
with two stories and a basement (Department of the Interior, Annual Report to the
Commissioner, 1931). It was subsequently used as the Superintendent’s personal residence
during the State Home period. It stands at the south end of the primary row of buildings of
the MPIIBS.

This Georgian Revival structure faces south and the footprint has an L shape. Its foundation
er courses at the basement level, topped by a course of
rowlock in a wate d encircling the building. The walls are of red brick laid in

Irses of stretchers to each header course. The front section of

the house has a side-g with return cornices. The asymmetrical four-bay facade has
the front entry off-ceMger e window to its left and two to the right. The upstairs
front displays four windogs, (o] irectly over the entry. The windows are of double-

hung, eight-over-eight for It |
shutters, each with a crescent non
dogs are still in place (a few shutleg@are
brick sills and soldier brick lintels.

ows on the front have simple flat two-panel wood
out of the upper panel, and many of the shutter
@Ping). All the house’s windows have rowlock

The front entrance is a classical pedimented e , Wil an applied garland in the
tympanum. The outer ends of the pediment ¥st o f-round Tuscan columns, while the
paneled door itself is flanked by fluted pillars an p transom. The front roof
slope displays two off-center gabled roof dormers, ef€h nine-lite casement window.

Each gable end has a half-circle, fanlight window in the attig w py soldier bricks and
three shuttered windows on each floor. On the west side ong@frst floor near the
southwest corner is a slant-sided bay window with a flared hipped copper roof and two
narrow six-over-six double-hung windows flanked by brick piers.

The two-story rear wing has a hipped roof and no shutters, but the same eight-over-eight
double-hung windows. On the second floor, there are three windows each on the east and
west and five on the north. The west and the east sides have tall brick chimneys, built of
brick matching the walls. The first floor of the rear wing has two windows flanking the
chimney on the east, a single window on the north near the northeast corner and three on
the west side.

There are three entrances to the structure. On the front is a simple brick-faced concrete
stoop with four shallow, deep, concrete steps between low brick parapets. Tucked into the

angle between the front and ell sections on the east side is a hipped-roof entry with a brick
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vestibule nearest the house and a wooden outer porch with square Tuscan columns at the
ends and corner supporting segmental-arch trim spanning the space between. The fronts
beneath the arches contain a pair of four-lite windows on the north side and two windows
flanking a door facing east. The third entry is on the north side of the ell, near the
northwest corner. It is an open wooden structure with a hipped roof, with square columns
and segmental-arch trim spanning the openings atop a brick-faced concrete landing.
Diagonal lattice fills in the arched opening completely on the north side, while on the east
and west sides the lattice work surrounds an open entry beneath its own slightly arched
latticework lintel. There is a small landscaped garden or planting space on the northeast
side of the building, defined by a low brick wall of three courses with a concrete cap,
attached to the northeast corner of the rear ell and to the east facing steps of the east
porch.

The building retains
still in place.

iginal half round gutters with most of the downspouts and boxes

Interior
The interior is in fair
uch of the first floor is unstable and deflects when
red walls on lathe with simple wooden trim.

room and kitchen as well as a large dining
room with the staircase ascending 0 orth wall in the front section. The rear
wing was a single large kitchen. On the segfhd flogh were two sewing rooms, one on the
west end of the front section and another filli e r@r wing. A bedroom and bathroom
were in the east end of the front section on t¥e sec floor (Plan 3-220-34-2).

Alterations and Integrity
As with most of the rest of the buildings, fluorescent fix
the rooms were probably reconfigured — especially the larg
room in the rear wing (Plan 3-220-34-3).

(State Home Building #34)

been added and
and the large sewing

Landscape Objects and Features: The 312.5 currently nominated acres of the former school
included a number of natural, landscaped, and agricultural features that are still present
today. In particular, the northern third of the district is still under agricultural cultivation, as
are the fields in the southwest corner of the property. While orchards are no longer present
in the southeast corner of the school grounds, there remains a cobblestone-faced arch
bridge and stand of maple trees that were part of the landscaping of the school. The main
road entering into the school grounds on the south end of the campus is also still present.
Other access roads that were historically used to access pasture and farmland in the norther
half of the property are also still present.

(Figures 2 and 3)
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MPIIBS Building Complex Grounds, located in the southeast corner of the property,
extending about 1400 feet along Crawford Road north of Pickard and along Pickard Road
about 600 feet west from Crawford. The park-like grounds associated with the MPIIBS
buildings display a great number and variety of large, old trees and areas of open lawn. No
historic landscape or planting plans are known to exist, but certain aspects of the setting
clearly reflect conscious planning. The southeast corner of the grounds northwest of
Crawford/Pickard intersection and south of the MPIIBS buildings has gently undulating
topography and contains a combination of open lawn and areas amply shaded by large old
trees. Maples and other deciduous trees predominate, but numerous conifers are also
present. The grounds contain a fieldstone-faced concrete arch pedestrian bridge that spans
a shallow depression, now water-less.

om the road. This area, level ground except for a shallow
itorium/School Building that contains the remnants of a
reflecting pool or basi tain, features two areas of open lawn roughly in front of
the Large South Dormi®pry e North Dormitory. These open areas are framed by
large trees along the road \@n o large old conifers stands directly in front of the
Large South Dormitory. A fe rg ntigrs and deciduous trees also shelter the front of
the Auditorium/School. Several |@ge duous trees surround the Home Economics
Building/Superintendent’s Residenc nd around the rear/west part of the complex
near the Gymnasium and Wood Sho ore open and contains only a few larger
trees.

Photographs and post card views of the front & the ding complex from the very early
twentieth century show an almost tree-less envir s from the late 1910s and
around 1920 show more in the way of trees, especiallfclo the building fronts — some
of them presumably the large trees still present today.

Structures located on the MPIIBS Building Complex Ground

Pedestrian Bridge (Fig. 6, #8) located in park area south of the Small South Dormitory. This
structure, perhaps seventy-five feet in length overall, has a narrow deck, perhaps eight feet
wide, surfaced in concrete. Near its midpoint a low arch, with concrete surface, extends
about twenty feet across a water-less depression. The structure continues for about
twenty-five feet on each side of the arch, its deck descending gradually in each direction
from the center of the arch to ends flanked by round fieldstone posts on either side. The
arch’s outer walls are faced in cobblestone or rubble fieldstone, the arch itself capped in
two rows of large stones set upright. The deck is edged on both sides by a metal pipe rail,
pieces of which have disappeared. The structure is thought to date from the MPIIBS period
in the early twentieth century but no history has thus far been located. A post card dated c.
1910 shows the bridge with its pipe rails in place, spanning the water-less depression and
carrying a pathway that led to the school’s long ago demolished hospital building standing
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on higher ground to the southeast. Then small (perhaps twenty foot tall) trees that show in
the picture are now the very large and stately ones that provide abundant shade in this
park-like area of the campus.

Fieldstone Retaining Wall (Fig. 6, #9), located parallel with and just southwest of the
remnant drive running northwest from Crawford Road toward the Large South Dormitory.
The perhaps seventy-five-foot long wall, supporting the slightly elevated southwest edge of
the lawn area in front of the building complex, is divided near its center by a short staircase.
The retaining wall is faced in rounded cobblestones, with a few larger boulders
interspersed, and capped by a concrete slab coping. This feature probably dates from the
early 20th C.

Reflecting Pool and Fountain (Fig. 6, #10)
A primary feature of tj : ounds in front of the main building row is a large tear-drop
[

shaped reflecting pg cted on the grounds east of the Auditorium/School Building
Iorise 1905). The reflecting pool, outlined by a low concrete
rim, originally had a cojfrete e and was filled with water. The concrete rim remains in

place, but the bottom ¥ t aterless shallow basin is now a grassy lawn. Very large
willows, now show much dgte i urround the pool. The pool appears in many
photographs of the school nd cBptains remnants of a simple fountain element in

rim centered on the several-foot tall square-plan
al pipe extending up a few more feet. The
foliage season. The basin and fountain

the center, with a raised circular@®nc
concrete structure, from which proj
fountain is largely hidden in shrubby
show in a post card view mailed in 1916

Additional Historic Features of the 312.5-Acre M \

@ and Maple forest is

Forest/Woodlot Area (Fig. 6, #11)

A large stand of trees that includes a partly old-growth stangq
still present immediately north of the cluster of campus build igure 2). The forest area
extends back about one quarter mile west from Crawford Road and is roughly 900-1000
feet wide from north to south. Regarding this tract historian Isaac A. Fancher stated in his
1911 Isabella County history: “One thing the authorities of the school are to be
complimented for is the preservation of the forty acres of native forest situated just north
of the plat on which the buildings are located. It is one of the finest pieces of green timber
in the county...” (Fancher, 79). Notably, students at the school frequently harvested choice
pieces of lumber from the forest, under the direction of the school carpenter, for
construction projects at the school. In particular, the Domestic Science Building (no longer
standing) was constructed from logs harvested from the forest area (Mount Pleasant Times
1912).

Mission Creek Cemetery (Fig. 6, #12)
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The cemetery is located on the east side of Bamber Road just south of Mission Creek. The
formally set aside cemetery grounds, roughly triangular in form with the narrow east end along
Bamber, south side along a paved drive that once extended into the state home complex but
now ends east of the cemetery, and east-northeast roughly along the edge of the drop-off
down to the low ground along the creek, are lawn-covered and contain a total of ten grave
markers scattered over an area of one or two acres. The grounds display a few trees and shrubs
and are bounded by woods and brush along the creek to the northeast and a fringe of conifers
to the east. The monuments are small and simple white marble tablets with flat, round-arch, or
Gothic arch tops. Motifs displayed include flowers and, in one case, a lamb. The grounds
contain a Michigan Historical Marker entitled “Indian Cemetery.”

This Native American cemetery was established in the 1850s as an extension of the Bradley
Mission (see additional discussion below under Archaeological Sites). The 1847 annual report of

> visited by its missionaries. A “Treaty of Detroit with the

the Swan Creek and Black River Chippewa” approved by

6 resulted in the establishment of the Isabella Reservation
yuare-mile Congressional townships in today’s Mount
Feqg®ion resulted in a substantial migration to it of
Chippewa from the Saginaw Ba 856 and 1857. The treaty provided for the federal
government to build and provide sug@ort
already occupied by the Methodist CAu
be confirmed to them. The Rev. George
Bradley Mission by 1857, and the 1858 Missio
having a church and a school with library of 150 bo
church and the cemetery — this Mill Creek Cemet
and the school across the street. An 1864 treaty cont

onary Society for the benefit of the Indians to
serving what became known as the

her states that the now long gone
located on one side of the street
ernment’s commitment to
2000 per year for ten years —
if the Methodists” Missionary Society would build the scho® j ars “at a value of
not less than three thousand dollars” and manage the school a 0 farm. Fancher and
Reuter’s Methodist Indian Ministries in Michigan, 1830-1990, bo e the school was built

and operated until taken over by the MPIIBS in 1893, but neither solrce cites any evidence.

By deed recorded April 1, 1874, the already in use cemetery site was formally conveyed for $1
to Lyman Bennett and Andrew [last name hard to decipher], “Chiefs of Two Bands of Indians for
the benefit of themselves and the Indians composing their Bands for Buryall ground purposes.”
The property deeded runs for fifteen rods along the east-west center line of Section 9 east from
the section’s north-south center line (today’s Bamber Road). Its west boundary extends north
along the north-south center line nine rods, and the east boundary north from the south one
four roads. The north boundary as defined in the deed is an angling line connecting the north
ends of the east and west boundaries. This property appears to correspond with the presently
maintained cemetery grounds containing the monuments.

Sections 9-end page 20



Mount Pleasant Indian Industrial Boarding School
Mount Pleasant, Isabella County, Michigan

The Mission Creek Cemetery contains the burial sites of several well-known and important
individuals from the Treaty era. The cemetery continued to be used by the Saginaw Chippewa
Indian community throughout the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Several Indian
Boarding School students are reportedly buried here according to death records. Today the only
extant grave marker for a boarding school student is that of John Thomas, who died in 1910. A
2012 geophysical survey of the cemetery and the areas east and south by CMU determined the
presence of many unmarked graves within the defined visible cemetery grounds and beyond
them. The survey suggests that the probable boundaries for burials that should be considered
part of the cemetery extend to the south from the currently defined area (Surface-Evans et al.
2012). The formally designated Mission Creek Cemetery stands on land owned by the Saginaw
Chippewa Tribe; the area just to its south that is thought to contain additional burials is on the
7.5-acre property owned by the Mount Pleasant Public Schools and is not part of this current
nomination form, but may be added in the future.

nomination form’s Figure J i ses a 1929 MPIIBS site map, shows the extent of the
agricultural uses in the scH§
which runs through the propegy a h of its east-west center line, remains open fields,
rented out by the current owne ount Pleasant. The former pasture land on the
hillside above the creek’s north side ber Road remains partly open ground. Woods
fringe the low ground along the creek; re also open fields in part of the area
between the creek and the Forest Area o &s south, though fringed by woods along
Crawford Road. Part of the state home buildi occupied the former field area in the
northwest quarter of the property’s south halfin t

ar

been removed and the area graded within the pa rs. South of this the rolling grounds
remain open but not in use, with a scattering of conif uous trees, in place of the
fields and orchards present in 1929. A few orchard trees t, but these appear too

young to date from the MPIIBS period and presumably dat® me period.

Federal Board of Indian Commissioners member John J. Sullivan, Isited the school in
August 1928, stated in a report on “Indian Schools in Michigan” contained in the commission’s
1929 annual report (38),

As an important part of the instruction given the students concerns farm work, a well
conducted farm is useful for this reason as well as for providing food at a low cost. The
extensive acreage which is under cultivation here seems to be fertile and well tilled. Large
guantities of potatoes, beans, and other vegetables are produced every year, besides corn
and hay for the stock, in all, over 150 acres are under cultivation. A considerable part of the
work is done by the pupils, some of whom remain in the school even in the summer time
when classes are not being held. Even the small children can help in such work as weeding
and gathering vegetables. The dairy supplies large quantities of milk and there is an
excellent orchard.
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Work on the farm was clearly an important aspect of the MPIIBS’s educational program; thus
the school’s agricultural land forms an important historic feature of the property.

Archaeological Sites

In addition to the above contributing buildings and features, there are four significant
archaeological sites within the school grounds (see Figure 2a for locations). The archaeological
potential of the MPIIBS campus was explored during three Field Schools (2012, 2013, and 2015)
by CMU. These investigations included archaeological survey, geophysical prospecting, and
archaeological excavation of several key areas of the campus that are recognized archaeological
sites (Surface-Evans et al. 2012, Surface-Evans 2013, Surface-Evans et al. 2016). The areas
investigated included: 1) the southeast portion of campus where the seven extant buildings are
located (201B43), 2) the Mg
map as the school garkgi

, Iders (201B50). The sites investigated thus far demonstrate a
significant potential for arglfaeolggical data. All four of these sites are temporally and culturally
connected to the Indian B&grdj ol era.

1) MPIIBS Main Grounds, 20l Th
surrounding the seven extant bu@in
site number 20-1B-43. This numbe

rounds of the MPIIBS campus, the area

ed by the State after a man illegally removed
I ting, thus demonstrating a potential for

intact archaeological deposits. Subsequén
identified the foundations of eight former buildj
Greenhouse, Domestic Science Building, Sout s Cottage, Administration Office,
and Gazebo/Bandstand), as well as a former road

demolished in a way that left the foundations and bas€
potential that the MPIIBS main grounds contains significant
provide insight into various aspects of life at the school.

For example, artifacts from the Gazebo included a high frequency of animal bones indicative
of choice cuts of meat, as well as several fragments of decorative tableware. These data
support oral histories of the Gazebo being used by administrators to entertain important
guests visiting the school (Surface-Evans 2016). Another finding was a surprising number
and variety of buttons recovered throughout the school grounds. Oral history indicates that
MPIIBS students removed buttons from clothes to use as a form of currency (Balabuch
2012; Johnson 1991). Child (2000) noted a similar use for buttons at two other Native
American boarding schools in the United States, which were Flandreau and Haskell.
Flandreau is located in Flandreau, South Dakota, and Haskell is located in Lawrence, Kansas.
CMU investigations also uncovered archaeological evidence of a fire at the site of the
former Laundry Building, which is one of two well-documented cases of arson at MPIIBS.
These and other findings indicate that there is a significant archaeological potential at the
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2)

3)

MPIIBS main grounds (Surface-Evans et al. 2012, Surface-Evans 2013; Surface-Evans et al.
2016).

Mission Creek Cemetery, 20I1B31: The Mission Creek Cemetery has the Michigan
archaeological site designator of 20I1B31. This cemetery was established by the Methodist
Episcopal Church as part of a mission in the 1850s following the signing of the 1855 Treaty.
Today there are ten remaining grave markers in the Mission Creek Cemetery. The earliest
grave markers that are clearly legible at the cemetery denotes siblings: Mary (age 13) and
Joseph (age 10) who died on 1861. The chief of the Saginaw, Swan Creek and Black River
Chippewa Tribes who signed the 1855 Treaty, ShawShawWawNaBeece, is also buried in this
cemetery (Haase 2013). Oral history indicates that the site was used as a cemetery before
the Methodist Episcopal Church set aside the land for this purpose (MeShawboose,
personal communication, October 2013).

Mission Creek Ceme ated on property that later became part of MPIIBS. A letter
from school Supeg C. Nardin to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs clearly states
the fact that this cemef cludes the graves of MPIIBS students (Nardin 1901). Archival
research is currently oggoi termine which students are interred here. At least one
student, John Thomas, Is buried here. His death certificate indicates that he
died January 13™, 1910, an&&is 2ra arker is present at the cemetery. Other students

may be buried here as well, but
CMU Archaeological Field Schoo
current established boundaries (seeW§ . physical survey data indicates the
presences of subsurface anomalies con ’ﬁ marked grave shafts south of the
current cemetery boundaries on the prop®ty o the Mount Pleasant Public Schools
and not part of this current nomination (Haas 13; M Cullough and McCullough 2012;
Surface-Evans et al. 2012).

(Figure 4)

markers may no longer be present. Research by
#ates that the cemetery is larger than the

School Refuse Dump, 201B49 (denoted on 1929 map): The |
denoted on a map of the school grounds dating to 1929 in t est quadrant of the
property, immediately north of the 1929 Mount Pleasant city lifffts. While State Home era
buildings were later constructed to the north and east of the dump site, this location
reverted to fallow ground and agricultural use after the closing of the refuse dump. There
are no above ground indications of the dump present on the landscape. CMU investigated
the dump site during the 2012 Archaeological Field School (McCullough and McCullough
2012; Surface-Evans et al. 2012). A combination of geophysical prospecting with magnetic
gradiometry and archaeological survey via shovel test probes confirmed the presence of
significant buried deposits dating to the early 20t century. A Michigan archaeological site
number of 20IB49 was assigned to the Indian School dump site. The dump site has a high
potential for producing archaeological data relevant to the daily lives of the Indian School
children. Investigations of the school refuse dump at the Phoenix Indian School, located in
Phoenix, Arizona, by Owen Lindauer (1996) recovered significant material remains
indicative of subsistence, ethnicity, and acculturation.

bl refuse dump was
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4) Sacred Site/ Woodland Earthworks, 20IB50: A low rise in a fallow field in the northeast
guadrant of the Indian School grounds was identified by elders in the SCIT community as a
second cemetery that was marked with white crosses in the 1950s. Today, there is no
visible indication above ground for the previous use of this site. Dr. Surface-Evans of CMU
was asked to include this fallow field in the 2012 Archaeological Field School and investigate
it via geophysical prospecting for indications of unmarked graves (McCullough and
McCullough 2012; Surface-Evans et al. 2012). This area was extensively surveyed with
ground penetrating radar, magnetic gradiometry, and soil resistivity. Numerous subsurface
anomalies were identified in the geophysical data. Several anomalies were consistent with
unmarked graves. Additionally, anomalies suggestive of a low mound with a central grave
shaft and a circular earthen enclosure were also identified in the data.

State of Michigan archaeological records indicate thirteen recorded Late Woodland period
mound groups in Isabe ounty. The majority of these mound groups are located within a
mile of the Chippe the identified anomalies are Woodland earthworks, they
conform to the g bcape placement, as they are located less than a half mile
west of the Chippewa he State assigned archaeological site number 20IB50 in
recognition of their pog al significance to the Indian School period and to the
Late Woodland period (M McCullough 2012; Surface-Evans et al. 2012).

In 2015, additional geophysic
the extent of the site and groun®gru

identified additional grave anomali ithidPa fixe-acre area and was able to confirm the
presence of graves through the recovelg@bf artifacts during soil coring (Surface-
Evans et al. 2016). Additionally, soil corin the &le earthworks also confirmed

stratigraphic deposits consistent with other d mound groups in the county (cf.
Carstens 1976). The total inventory of possible grav, g2 0I1B50 is currently 36, and a
minimum of three to six possible earthworks weré d by the geophysical studies
(Surface-Evans et al 2016).
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8) Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register

listing.)

X

A.

Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the
broad patterns of our history.

Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.

Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of
construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values,
or represents g significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual tion.

Prop d, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or

history.

Criteria Considerations

(Mark “x” in all the boxes t p

A.

B.

Owned by a religious sed for religious purposes

Removed from its original |
A birthplace or grave

A cemetery

A reconstructed building, object, or structure
A commemorative property

Less than 50 years old or achieving significance within the past 50 years

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions.)
_Archaeology/Historic Aboriginal

_Archaeology/Historic Non-aboriginal
_Education

_Ethnic Heritage / Native American

_Social History
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Period of Significance
_1855-1934

Significant Dates
1856 — treaty establishing Isabella Reservation
1893 — year MPIIBS opened

_1899 — year main school building burnt down_ _
1934 — year MPIIBS school closed

Significant Person
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.)
N/A

Cultural Affiliati
Native Americ

Architect/Builder
N/A
Statement of Significance Summary ovide a summary paragraph that includes
level of significance, applicable criteria, jus@icg#®n {8rghe period of significance, and any
applicable criteria considerations.)

The Mount Pleasant Indian Industrial Boarding School
register criterion A as part of a national policy initiate
“civilize” American Indians, beginning in the late ninetee
direct role in this federal policy and as the only federal India
Thousands of children from the Chippewa, Menominee, Miami, » Ottawa, and
Potawatomi Tribes attended MPIIBS during its forty-year period o @Peration (Hamp 2012).
MPIIBS opened in 1893 and was one of the first twenty-five Indian Boarding Schools opened
across the United States, following Capt. Richard C. Pratt’s establishment of the Carlisle
Institute, located in Pennsylvania, in 1879. The MPIIBS campus once covered 320 acres of land;
today SCIT only owns 14.8 acres of that land, with most of the rest owned by the City of Mount
Pleasant (CMP) and a small area — about 7.5 acres — owned by the Mount Pleasant Public
Schools and not included in this current nomination. The CMP has demolished buildings
belonging to the subsequent State Home period (1934-2009) and the future of their portion of
the school grounds remains uncertain. The Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan (SCIT)
utilizes the campus as part of the cultural revitalization movement by holding an annual event
to commemorate the closing of the Boarding School called “Honoring, Healing &
Remembering.” In 2011, while speaking at this event, American Indian activist Dennis Banks
reminded his audience that the boarding school system engendered “cultural genocide...and

MPIIBS) meets national

d States government to
RPIIBS is significant for its
0ol in Michigan.
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ladies and gentlemen, boys and girls, that is a crime” (Banks 2011). The Federal Indian Boarding
School era is a period of United States history that remains underrepresented and largely
untold. MPIIBS is significant under Criterion A because it represents an important part of a
national trend, the United States federal government’s policy of cultural assimilation and
genocide of Native American people. At the state level MIIBS is significant, because it was the
only federal boarding school in Michigan and the principal boarding school for many Great
Lakes region tribes. The federal Indian Boarding School era is poorly represented in United
States history, but its enduring impacts, in the form of generational trauma, continue to be felt
in Native American communities throughout the country. A brief history of MPIIBS
contextualized within national American Indian policy is summarized below.

The site’s primary period of significance corresponds with the 1893-1934 period in which it
housed the Mount Pleasant Indian Industrial School, but the property also has significance

he Mission Creek Cemetery, established as a burial ground as
part of a Methodist mi e Chippewa who occupied lands in a reservation in this area
The cemetery contains burials that, dating back at least to

fs whg was a signatory to an 1864 treaty following up on the 1856
bl s f the MPIIBS.

1861, include one of the c
one, and also at least seve

MPIIBS is also eligible for listing er ion D. Three seasons of archaeological
investigations by Central Michigan Uffiverg® (CMU) have determined substantial intact
archaeological deposits relating to MPII sent at four sites within the proposed district.
At site 20IB43, the foundations of eight re identified via archaeological geophysics
and survey. Selected excavation of four of the ions has identified intact deposits
within these building sites. At site 201B49, archaeol physics and survey identified the
presence of a 1920s refuse dump associated with I. These deposits contained food
and construction refuse and have the potential to pr al information about school
life (cf. Lindauer 1996). At site 20IB31, geophysical investifati entified the presence of

unmarked graves within and south of Mission Creek Ceme TN d @ith archival
research, it is known that some boarding school students were § @ in this cemetery. At
site 201B50, multi-staged geophysical investigations and soil coriuiad®identified a
multicomponent site that includes both prehistoric earthworks and "19th-20th century graves.
The data recovered from these sites has already proven important in evaluating archival and
oral histories about the school, even though only a small sample has been examined up to this
point. Some of these archaeological contributions are summarized in the narrative below.

Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of
significance.)

The evolution and establishment of MPIIBS was part of a sequence of stages of development in
American Indian education beginning with religious subscription schools operated by various
church groups or missions within selected geographic locations, many under contract from the
federal government. Some of these subscription schools (as with MPIIBS) were authorized by
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language inserted within federal Indian treaties. Subscription schools were essentially day
schools operated only a few hours each day for five days a week allowing for Indian students to
remain under the influence of their natural culture and life style when at home and not in class.
This bi-cultural existence was seen as a problem by some educators and policy makers as it
seemed the teaching of the non-Indian culture in such things as language was either impeded
or reversed when the children were at home. The need for a more intensive educational effort
to eliminate the influences of Indian culture at home with Indian students was answered when
Lieutenant Richard Pratt using his experiments in education on his Indian prisoners at the
Marion Federal Prison created in 1879 the Carlisle Indian Industrial School at Carlisle,
Pennsylvania (Adams 1995).

The new Indian Boarding School educational system designed by Pratt removed Indian children
from their homes for long periods of time to provide an education while also eliminating the
Indian culture within eac li N student and replacing it with an English-speaking white

American culture whicj as cultural genocide directed at Indian Children. The federal
Indian boarding scha@fs cr& nder this system by law were not to be located on Indian
reservations so as to insurgiadditiggal isolation from the influences of the Indian culture.

rding school that served Indians from all over
Michigan, it was actually located8 lla Reservation of the Saginaw, Swan Creek, and
Black River Chippewa bands as defi i Executive Order of May 14, 1855, and Treaties of

buildings for the Mount Pleasant Indian Industrial chool (Fancher 1911). MPIIBS was
one of three federal Indian Boarding Schools esta this legislation in the Great Lakes
region, the other two schools were located in Wiscon esota. The government chose
as the location for MPIIBS Isabella County, which is centrd@y | d in the state of Michigan.
Isabella County also happens to be the location of the Isab € stablished by
Treaty in 1855. The 1855-56 Treaty with the Chippewa of Sagind§ Mle twelve adjoining
townships of land within Isabella County that would be used tow® e “benefit of said
Indians,” and that such benefits would include the “purchase and sale of land for school-
houses, churches, and educational purposes” (Heard 2009). A subsequent 1864 treaty provided
for the establishment and support for ten years of a “manual-labor school” for the Indians to be
run by the Methodist Missionary Society. The site identified by the treaty for the school, the
southeast quarter of Section 9, Township 14 North, Range 4 West, became the south half of the
MPIIBS property, located northwest of the intersection of Pickard Street and Crawford Road.
This oversight in location created a distinctive situation for the Indian students as they were
actually surrounded by an Indian community and some were actually enrolled as day school
students.

On August 6, 1877, this land was surveyed by J. C. Freeman, a local optometrist and jeweler, for
the Commissioner of Indian Affairs in preparation for the establishment of the school (Fancher
1911; Isabella County Enterprise 1877). In 1891, two hundred acres was purchased for the
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school using federal money and funds donated by the citizens of the city of Mount Pleasant
(Littlefield 1983). The cornerstone of the first school building was laid October 12, 1892, and
the building was completed June 30 a year later (Isabella County Enterprise 1892a). However,
the first thirteen students started arriving in January of 1893 and were at first housed in a
building in downtown Mount Pleasant. In March of that year “amid two feet of snow, the
school was moved out to its present site...and here they camped in temporary quarters for
three months” until they were able to move into the dormitory (Miller and Seely 1906).

During the first year of operation, students were trained with limited resources consisting of
three horses, some farming equipment (Fancher 1911), six vocational instructors and one
academic instructor (Littlefield 1983). However, within a few years the average enroliment at
MPIIBS had soared to 300—-350 pupils. Roughly fifteen years after it opened, the MPIIBS campus
grew to encompass an additional 120 acres, and boasted eleven brick buildings and structures
including dormitories, gyrgPim, auditorium, hospital, and powerhouse. Numerous wooden

()

R

buildings such as barn s, laundry facilities, cottages for staff, storage warehouses,
ent on the grounds (Fancher 1911; Miller and Seely 1906;
buildings had been constructed at MPIIBS (Littlefield 1996).
VIPIIBS students, were used to support the school and
ration also run by student labor (/sabella County

also a substantial self-sustaind@l fa
Enterprise 1895a).

MPIIBS offered the equivalent of elemejf@fary t h middle school education; however, the
primary focus of the curriculum was vocW tr, that conformed to white notions of the
place of American Indian people within the cietyghd economy (Child 2000; Littlefield

1996). Girls were socialized to the Victorian ideal o
socialized to be farmers and laborers. An article i lla Co. Enterprise from April of 1910
guotes a Miss Estella Reed, who referred to the fema ilable at MPIIBS, stating that
“we [MPIIBS] graduate large classes of neat, well trained grls. exhibition of this training
was described in an article covering a MPIIBS graduation c o] @», 1911: the story
stated that the “girls demonstrated exactly how to proceed to Pron,” which turned
out “fitted and was stylish and looked remarkably neat to our eyt le boys “gave an
excellent description of the proper method of potato cultivation” (VIt. Pleasant Times 1911).
According to the Mt. Pleasant Times (1911), the above demonstrations were “convincing
enough that they have received excellent training at the institution.”

omesticity and boys were

The labor of MPIIBS students built and maintained the substantial self-sustained campus and
farm (Balabuch 2010; Fancher 1911; Miller and Seely 1906; Littlefield 1983). Students were
often injured during their work and deaths due to frequent outbreaks of communicable
diseases were also common (Central Michigan Times 1907a, 1909; Isabella County Enterprise
1894, 1896, 1902, 1911, 191343, 1916, 1921; Mount Pleasant Times 1910, 1913, Northwestern
Tribune 1899a, 1903a). Over two students died while attending MPIIBS. Daily life at MIIBS was
rigid and disciplinary practices were harsh (Balabuch 2010; Littlefield 1983). Students engaged
in military-style drills and other aspects of military indoctrination. Some students responded to
their harsh treatment with resistance and rebellion.
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According to the Register of Pupils from the Mt. Pleasant Indian Industrial Boarding School in
Mt. Pleasant, M, as transcribed by Hamp (2012), more than 180 students ran away from
MPIIBS over the years. At least thirty-five cases of runways, predominantly male (80%, n=28),
were also documented in local newspapers from 1892 to 1925 (Clare County Harold 1907;
Central Michigan Times 1907b, 1908; Isabella County Enterprise 1892b, 1895b, 1900, 190443,
1907, 1908, 1913b, 1913c, 1914, 1917, 1918; Mount Pleasant Times 1925; Northwestern
Tribune 1902b, 1903b). The stories on runaways from various newspapers illustrated there
were multiple reasons as to why those students chose to run away. A newspaper story on one
former boarding school student, James Sprague, dated December 28, 1900, said Sprague
claimed the reason for his escape from the institution was to spend Christmas at home (/sabella
County Enterprise 1900). A Northwest Tribune column about two boys, John Thomas and John
Howard, stated that they said they ran away from the boarding school because “they were
obliged to work too hard z g farm” (1903b). Another story in the Clare County Enterprise
2

mentions three boys escapfl from the institution because they were being treated poorly
by their older class ) rank Machie and Edmund Tressel claimed they ran away from
the boarding school to hurjfrabbitaand trap muskrat (/sabella County Enterprise 1908). Two
other American Indian teelag the names of Thomas Morsaw and Edward Campau
escaped from the boarding scRpol r ay to Detroit because they did not like the food
(Isabella County Enterprise 191 no umn in the Isabella County Enterprise mentions
three American Indian girls who escg®ed the school because they did not like “the
restrictions imposed at the governme t. Pleasant” (1918). Some parents of the
boarding school students did not like th hildren attending the institution either.
An article from the Isabella County Enterprise Porteddn an American Indian mother by the
name of Mrs. Ashman who attempted to retrieve hilO@en from the boarding school but
failed (1902).

Both the newspaper stories and records in the Register inffica at a majority of the students
were returned to the institution. It was rarely reported wh
find a runaway student. The Isabella County Enterprise stated t

superintendent of the boarding school, offered a reward to anyone Who found and returned
him to the institution (1907). Another article in the Central Michigan Times told of three
American Indian teenage boys who escaped from the school in Mount Pleasant and were not
found (1908).

Another form of resistance may have been identified during the 2012 CMU Archaeological Field
School at MPIIBS. Field school students observed and documented hundreds of carved initials
and symbols cut into the brick and limestone walls of the Woodshop, Auditorium, and Large
South Dormitory. The markings on the Woodshop are likely initials of the names of students
who attended MPIIBS, as some of the inscriptions also include a year in which that particular
individual attended the institution such as “1923.” Additional sets of initials were documented
on the east wall of the Large South Dormitory. Several symbols, probably representing a
medicine wheel and the four directions, both of which are images of healing in American Indian
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religion, were carved on the west wall of the Auditorium/School Building. A question which
needs to be answered about these inscriptions is whether or not they indicate students’
rebellion against the schooling system, or if this was a permissible act allowed by the institution
when a student reached a certain age or grade level. While both of these scenarios may
logically explain why students carved their initials on the outer walls of some of the buildings,
another reason why they etched their names may have been simply to leave their mark so as to
let future generations know they attended the institution.

Probably the most notable example of rebellion at MPIIBS was the intentional arson of the
Large South Dormitory. The burning of the laundry building may also have been arson. CMU
archaeological investigations of the school grounds in 2012 and 2015 identified evidence of
both of these building fires. It is interesting to note that these structures are both associated
with female-gendered spaces at MPIIBS. Given that female runaways were scarcer than male

Bwn hours of June 14, 1899, Martha set fire to her dormitory,
which also happenedtob iginal structure at the boarding school (Isabella County
Enterprise 1899a, 1899b, N estern Tribune 1899b). This fire completely destroyed
the structure. Martha confess@d t and after being held for several months at the
school was sent home (/sabella Ssmint t&rprise 1899b, 1899c; Northwestern Tribune 1899b).

Five years later, a fire after midnight Co
Enterprise 1904b). The circumstances o

estroyed the laundry building (/sabella County
e known, but given that the building was

ior attempt to burn down the

. Excavations by the 2012 and 2015

materials, melted glass, and

irls encountered in the
gbellion. Other fires

) and appear to have

sought to improve the

laundry building in 1899 (Isabella County Enterpri
CMU Field Schools uncovered evidence of this fire as

laundry, it is not surprising that it might also be a target fo
are also documented at the school (Isabella County Enterprise 1
been a recurrent problem for the school administrators who fredW
infrastructure to prevent fires (Isabella County Enterprise 1903, 190%4b).

When Francis E. Leupp served as Commissioner of Indian Affairs and took the reins of the
federal Boarding School bureaucracy, the arson problem was taken very seriously (Adams
1995). Two measures were taken to treat what many officials saw as a potential “pandemic.”
The first change, meant to protect the innocent children in burning buildings, came in the form
of water-filled buckets, scattered densely throughout school structures. The second alteration
had a more controversial component: drastic, well-publicized punitive measures against alleged
fire-starters. Leupp wrote that “remonstrances, explanations of the perils, as well as the
wickedness of such actions, and even the ordinary penalties which lay within the power of the
teachers to impose, were alike powerless to break up this wonton fancy for the firebrand”
(Adams 1995; 229). For students caught committing arson, he countered by pushing for stiff
penalties and jail sentences for their offenses. For example, two Menomini girls confessed to

Sections 9-end page 31



Mount Pleasant Indian Industrial Boarding School
Mount Pleasant, Isabella County, Michigan

burning down a reservation school in 1905 (not MPIIBS), shortly after the policy changes were

made. The principal offender was sentenced to life imprisonment in Fort Leavenworth, Kansas.
The story was purposefully circulated throughout the boarding school newspapers, such as the
Indian Leader published at Haskell, to deter other potential arsonists.

Beyond the impact of a restricted life, former students describe how attending the boarding
school resulted in the loss of their childhood, family, and language (Balabuch 2010; Johnson
1991). This social disruption caused by boarding schools is still being felt in American Indian
communities today (Adams 1995). What students took away from their experiences at MIIBS
and other Indian Schools are lessons and experiences that affected the ways they interacted
not only with the generations that came before them, but the ones that came soon after.
Relationships amongst American Indian families and communities were strained and
transformed by the traumatizing environment set by the boarding schools (Cross 2014).
Children were torn away ome, most of the time unable to visit home even during the
holidays or summer. S ts were even deprived of letters sent to them from their
parents (Banks 2011

ineteenth and early twentieth centuries was the to

g individual Indian a parcel of land of approximately
eighty acres, under the Allotme on which they could build homes and operate
farming activities. While this idea se make sense, it resulted in many Indians losing
their lands through unscrupulous lan es or from being driven off their lands for
timber or other resources. Under the pr Allotment Act conditions in Indian
communities steadily declined.

w_in coming, but the 1920s saw

ct, granting citizenship to all
ight to vote and to access the
Government

Redress for the failures of the federal Indian polici®s wa
some first steps. In 1924, Congress enacted the Indiand#ti
Indians who were born in the United States, and with it ¢
federal courts. In 1926 the Secretary of the Interior retain
Research (Brookings Institution) to conduct a survey into the cof# Es of the Allotment
Act on American Indian communities. Lewis Meriam, a Harvard-e% d researcher, was
selected to head the study. The Rockefeller Foundation funded the Study to insure an unbiased
finding free of government influence. In 1928 after exhaustive research an 847-page report,
entitled The Problem of Indian Administration, was published. This document is better known as
the “Meriam Report.” The report concluded that the Allotment Act had resulted in the Indians
having lost half of their lands since the act’s adoption, the Indian communities were moving
into more and more poverty and disease, and anger was on the increase on Indian reservations.

One of the major sections of the Meriam Report concerned Indian Education. The report
contained a scathing summary of the conditions within the federal Indian Boarding Schools and
their dangerous impact on innocent Indian children. It stated that the schools in general
provided sub-standard living conditions —among other conditions cited were poor ventilation,
exposed electrical wiring, no indoor toilets, lack of sanitary supplies, and trough-like basins for
washing (Meriam Report: 314-26). It must be noted that this is only a sample of the findings on
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conditions at the various Indian Boarding Schools. Anecdotal stories of student life at MPIIBS
note conditions similar to those outlined for the schools in general in the report (Johnson
1991). However, official detailed reports by administrators on the day-to-day conditions for
Indian students who were at MPIIBS are silent.

Another issue raised in the Meriam Report is that Indian boarding schools were institutions
where a majority of the students were orphans. The document asserts, "It is said that a large
proportion of the children in the Mount Pleasant School, for example, are orphans for whom it
would be exceedingly difficult to reconstruct any kind of home life" (Meriam 1928). Patricia
Hamp's transcription of the student roster, while incomplete, illustrates that a majority of the
former students at MIIBS had at least one or more deceased parent (2012). This supports the
claim made in the Meriam Report and relates directly to MPIIBS.

Due to the poor living cong s and overwork experienced by students, communicable
diseases were rampan @% bam Report stated these illnesses, even during the Boarding
School Era, could ha@PcerliglydPeen "combated by a preventive, curative diet and proper
living conditions" (1928). \EBny Native students at MPIIBS suffered with tuberculosis. Collins
udent. Various letters written by the student’s mother,
o a, as well as the Superintendent at MPIIBS,
where he was not expected to live. Furthermore,
unaware of the severity of her son’s tuberculosis
trates that MPIIBS was not unlike the other

ickness —and poor treatment — took
pgflant rason leading to their closing.

illustrate his condition was seveé
these letters also verify Collins’s moi@er
(Individual Student File). This informati
American Indian boarding schools of its
place at these institutions, which was one i

The MPIIBS was closed in 1934. The first movemeM™ tow,
report made by Board of Indian Commissioners mem

school in April 1923. Eliot stated that “Industrial conditio
years, and the boys of the Mount Pleasant school can nowS
the automobile factories and other industries, and the girls are j

closing the school may have been a
. Eliot following a visit to the
anged a good deal in recent

' g@Kive occupation in
Bemand for domestic
, for they are naturally
tempted to accept the good wages offered them, and their parents-are usually in destitute
circumstances and need the products of the children’s labor.” Eliot noted that of the state’s
Indians, at least 5500 of the 7631 reported in the 1920 census lived in the Lower Peninsula, that
most were very poor and often lived in “squalid conditions,” and that neither the federal nor
state governments was offering any assistance beyond the Mount Pleasant school. He
concluded that “The time has not yet come to close the work of the Mount Pleasant School, but
ultimately the State of Michigan should assume entire responsibility for the educating of the
Indian children” (1923 Annual Report, 22-23). By this time the federal government’s policies on
Indian education were moving rapidly toward incorporating Indian youth into the nation’s
public school systems as much as possible.

Another Michigan report in the 1927 Board of Indian Commissioners annual report went a step
further: “We are strongly of the opinion that the State of Michigan should assume the entire
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responsibility for the education of these Indian children and might well begin by taking on
welfare work to improve the conditions of the adults” (6). The 1932 report stated that “The
policy of placing a large part of the Indian children in local schools near their homes rather than
giving them institutional training in boarding schools, at least in the elementary grades, is an
educational development which we in principle indorse. It has been the announced policy of
the educational division to study carefully each existing boarding school situation to determine
whether the school is one that should be closed down, continued for some other purpose, or
maintained indefinitely.” The report noted that several of the boarding schools had been closed
down within the last year.

The Fiscal Year 1933 Report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs noted that the “substitution
of Federal day schools and public-school facilities for Government Indian boarding schools, a
policy now well established in the Indian Service, gained considerable momentum during the
last year from budgetary gfRges made necessary by the Government’s economy program” —
Congress had required @ D00 in funds be switched from Indian boarding to day schools
(in Annual Report of ¢fle ScQtall of the Interior ... 1933, 72). The report stated that during the
next year, the 1933-34 fiscjlf year five of the boarding schools — Mount Pleasant among them —
would only be “maintaine&on ‘P% on basis” (ibid., 73). The school was listed in that year’s
report as having an enrolime NG 2 4igher number than reported in at least the previous
fifteen years (150). The fiscal ye®wM 93 cg of Indian Affairs report states that the Mount
Pleasant school property was transf¢@fed he State of Michigan during the year and that the
“Indian children are in public schools...” Report of the Secretary of the Interior ...
1934, 84-85).

The federal Indian Boarding Schools were ultimate|y®nd Qagically, a failed social experiment.
Through this experiment, society at the time belie¥ed t he Native American children could
be “taught the English language, habits of industry, t
white race, and, after a few years, return to their people
intelligence, and with their ideas of life changed for the be
changed for the better. Federal Indian boarding schools becamgq Bf cultural genocide
and created a legacy of social disruption for Native communities: )
cultural problems that developed out of the boarding school policy are just beginning to
become part of the discourse on intercultural relations in the United States.

Today, the school grounds act as a source of community healing. Tribal members, boarding
school survivors (not restricted to those who attended MPIIBS), boarding school student
descendants, along with interested members of the public community, all gather at the grounds
of the MPIIBS campus every June 6th for the “Honoring, Healing & Remembering Ceremony”
(HHR), during which the closing of the school is celebrated, and the students who attended
MPIIBS are remembered. HHR is one way the Saginaw Chippewa MPIIBS Committee is
committed to making the Mount Pleasant Indian Industrial Boarding School a place for “healing,
education, wellness, and empowerment at a local, national, and global level” (MPIIBSC By-Laws
2012).
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During this ceremony, the SCIT community is reminded that the boarding school era was not a
crime committed against one tribe of Native Americans, nor against one generation. Attendees
and special speakers have always made it a point to note that “parental attendance had an
impact on the lives of their children and continues to resonate into the subsequent
generations” (Cross 2012). As stated, the idea behind the boarding school system was that the
students would pass the education on to fellow community members, as well as future
generations. During her talk at HHR 2012, Dr. Cross remembered the time a friend questioned
why she put all her silverware in the correct setting and ate her food with “exactitude” while
out to lunch one day. Dr. Cross tells her friend it’s because of boarding school. Dr. Cross never
attended boarding school, but her mother did, and her mother passed some of those teachings
on to her, just as the boarding school system intended (Cross 2012). Besides effecting how
Native parents taught their kids table manners, in many cases, their ability to parent at all was
greatly affected, after being cut off from a parent’s love most of their lives. Overall, family
relationships crumbled, u ative languages was diminished and traditional Native
teachings were replacg Qe school.

Within her book, Decolonij
Museums, Amy Lonetree

gM ms: Representing Native America in National and Tribal
er, e definition of historical trauma, which is a “cumulative
emotional and psychological Wbun a lifespan and across generations, emanating from
massive group trauma experien 2012). This definition was also given at the 2014
HHR Ceremony by speaker Hunter i ector of the SCIT Behavioral Health department,
who has spoken at a variety of boardi ated events on the intergenerational effects
of the boarding school era. Today, the c s to heal from the historical trauma
created by the boarding school system. Me
heal from this intentional destruction of their cultu
talk about it. Hunter Genia states during a presenf®tion j@2012 that “in that process of healing
and wellness, part of that process is to be able to ack

telling is perhaps the most important aspect of a decoloniz
first century,” and that this truth telling process “assists in heali@ Bmotes community
well-being, empowerment, and nation building” (Lonetree 2012 |Naig
community commenting on the importance of truth-telling, though, but members of the non-
native Mount Pleasant community have also acknowledged the importance of remembering
the hard truths behind the boarding school system. During the Journey for Forgiveness in 2009
(one of the first public displays of remembrance and healing for MPIIBS), Mount Pleasant’s
mayor at that time, Mayor James Holton, declared that “we must recognize that if we do not
acknowledge and remember these mistakes of history, we are doomed to live in a community
divided” (Holton 2009).

’

The Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe’s Ziibiwing Center of Anishinabe Culture & Lifeways
promotes this aspect of truth telling not only within their main museum gallery, but in every
endeavor involving MPIIBS. The tragic reality behind MPIIBS and the entire boarding school
experience has always been a part of the Ziibiwing Center’s permanent exhibit, but since the
purchasing of the MPIIBS grounds, truth telling and healing have been at the heart of every
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community MIIBS event: including HHR, the Journey for Forgiveness, as well as the current
temporary exhibit, “Debwewin/Truth: The Mount Pleasant Indian Industrial Boarding School
Experience.” The Ziibiwing Center hopes Debwewin/Truth will soon become a traveling exhibit,
presenting new opportunities to educate on a national level. While United States public schools
teach about the colonization of North America, many schools across the nation leave out the
Indian Boarding School Era. The exhibit, Dewewin/Truth, will help teach the nation what their
textbooks didn’t. On a more local level, though, in 2011, American Indian Boarding Schools: An
Exploration of Global Ethnic & Cultural Cleansing, A Supplementary Curriculum Guide was
created by the Ziibiwing, in order to bring the history of MPIIBS into classrooms throughout
mid-Michigan.
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10) Geographical Data

Acreage of Property _About 312

Use either the UTM system or latitude/longitude coordinates
Latitude/Longitude Coordinates (decimal degrees)
Datum if other than WGS84:

(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places)

1. Latitude: 43 36°42.13” Longitude: 84 47°52.05”

2. Latitude: 43 37°33.59” Longitude: 84 47°52.72”
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3. Latitude: 43 37°34.26” Longitude: 84 47°17.15”

4. Latitude: 43 36°42.53” Longitude: 84 47°16.45”

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.)

E 1/2 SEC 9 T14N R4W, Union Township, Isabella County, Michigan, Excepting the
following 7.58-acre parcel:

A parcel of land being part of the E 2 of Sec. 9, T14N-R4W, described as Commencing at
the SW % Cor of said Section 9; thence North 1447.00 feet along the N-S Y line of said Sec.
9 to the point of beginning. Thence continuing North, 1200.00 feet along said N-S % line;
thence East 275.00 feet g a right angle to said N-S % line; thence South 1200.00 feet parallel
to said N-S % line; thg Q W est 275.00 feet at a right angle to the N-S % line to the point of

4

beginning, containj Qics and subject to restrictions, reservations, rights of way, and
easements of recdi

The property is locatedgho est of the intersection of Pickard and Crawford roads and
south and east of the intersigcti gt and Bamber roads.

Boundary Justification (Explai

Chosen boundaries are the same as tRg hisjdIc ggoperty boundaries during the period of
significance except for the 7.58-acre pa hﬁy excluded. SHPO learned only the day
prior to the review board meeting at whichdis ng ion was presented that Mount

Pleasant Public Schools rather than the City of 0unt Easant owned this parcel. SHPO’s

intent is to provide appropriate notification prior to Uzagkeview board meeting and work
with the owner in order to include this property wifn ct.

boundaries were selected.)

11) Form Prepared By

name/title: _Sarah J. Hegyi, Interim THPO

organization: __Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan / Ziibiwing Center
street & number: _6650 East Broadway

city or town: Mount Pleasant state: __ MI zip code:_48858
e-mail__wjohnson@sagchip.org

telephone: _989-775-4730

date:__11/7/2014

name/title: _Sarah L. Surface-Evans, Assistant Professor

organization: _Central Michigan University

street & number: _138 Anspach Hall

city or town: Mount Pleasant state: __ MI zip code:_48859
e-mail _sarah.surface@cmich.edu

Sections 9-end page 43



Mount Pleasant Indian Industrial Boarding School
Mount Pleasant, Isabella County, Michigan

telephone: _517-282-3291
date:__11/7/2014

name/title: __Sharon Ferraro, Owner

organization: Pastmasters
street & number: ___1014 Davis Street
city or town: _Kalamazoo state: _MI zip code:_49008

e-mail  pastmast@att.net
telephone: _269-720-0403
date:__11/7/2014

Some additions/edj .O. Christensen, National Register Coordinator, MI SHPO

November/Dece

Additional Document&ti
Submit the following itemNgith'We leted form:

e Maps: A USGS map or eqigalg@l(7.5 gr 15 minute series) indicating the property's
location.
See attached. /

e Sketch map for historic districts and propctties Ldfing large acreage or numerous
resources. Key all photographs to this map.

See attached.

e Additional items: (Check with the SHPO, TPO, or FPO additional items.)

N/A
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Photographs

Submit clear and descriptive photographs. The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels
(minimum), 3000x2000 preferred, at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger. Key all photographs
to the sketch map. Each photograph must be numbered and that number must correspond to
the photograph number on the photo log. For simplicity, the name of the photographer,
photo date, etc. may be listed once on the photograph log and doesn’t need to be labeled on
every photograph.

Photo Log

Name of Property: Mount Pleasant Indian Industrial Boarding School
City or Vicinity: Mount Pleasant

County: Isabella State: MI
Photographer: R. O. Chggatensen

Date Photographed: 016 (1-40); February 23, 2017 (41-52)

Description of P nd number, include description of view indicating direction of

camera:

1 of 52: Large South Dornfgo t h Auditorium/School (right of it in background).
Grounds out to Crawford RIe rigl. king north.
MI Isabella MPIIBS 0001
2 of 52: Auditorium/School, east
MI Isabella MPIIBS 0002
3 of 52: Auditorium/School facade detaiy; cgdPand ygrth facades. Large South Dormitory in
background.
MI Isabella. MPIIBS 0003
4 of 52: Auditorium/School, south and east facades at left.
MI Isabella MPIIBS 0004
5 of 52: Auditorium/School, north and west facades.
MI Isabella. MPIIBS 0005
6 of 52: Large South Dormitory, south and east facades. Part
Bldg/Superintendent’s House at left edge.
MI Isabella MPIIBS 0006
7 of 52: Large South Dormitory front, south and east facades.
MI Isabella MPIIBS 0007
8 of 52: Large South Dormitory, detail of front, south and east facades.
MI Isabella MPIIBS 0008
9 of 52: Large South Dormitory, north and west/rear facades.
MI Isabella MPIIBS 0009
10 of 52: Large North Dormitory, south and east/front facades.
MI Isabella MPIIBS 0010
11 of 52: Large North Dormitory, west/rear and north facades. Wood/Carpenter Shop on
right.
MI Isabella MPIIBS 0011
12 of 52: Large North Dormitory, west and north facades.

des. Large South Dormitory on far left.

Economics
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MI Isabella MPIIBS 0012
13 of 52: Gymnasium and, beyond, Wood/Carpenter Shop on left, rear part of
Auditorium/School on right. Looking NNW.
MI Isabella. MPIIBS 0013
14 of 52: Wood/Carpenter Shop, east fagade.
MI Isabella MPIIBS 0014
15 of 52: Wood/Carpenter Shop, west and south facades.
MI Isabella MPIIBS 0015
16 of 52: Wood/Carpenter Shop, east and north facades.
MI Isabella MPIIBS 0016
17 of 52: Gymnasium, south and east facades. Wood/Carpenter Shop at right.
MI Isabella MPIIBS 0017
18 of 52: Gymnasium, east front entrance, looking WNW.
MI Isabella. MPIIBS 0018

MI Isabella
20 of 52: Small S§ Ly, southeast and northeast/front facades.

21 of 52: Small South o utheast and northeast facades.
MI Isabella MPIIBS |

22 of 52: Small South Do
MI Isabella MPIIBS 0022

23 of 52: Home Economics Bldg inte t’s House, west and south/front facades. Rear

portion of Administration/School in Wt crghnd.
MI Isabella. MPIIBS 0023
24 of 52: Home Economics Bldg/Superint®dent’ e, west and south facades.

MI Isabella MPIIBS 0024
25 of 52: Home Economics Bldg/Superintendent’s S and north facades.
MI Isabella MPIIBS 0025
26 of 52: Grounds associated with the MPIIBS buildinfgco
South Dormitory and Home Economics Bldg and north 0
intersection. Looking southeast.
MI Isabella MPIIBS 0026
27 of 52: Grounds in front/east of MPIIBS building complex. Looking northwest, with Home
Economics Bldg on left and Large South Dormitory in center.
MI Isabella MPIIBS 0027
28 of 52: Grounds in front/east of MPIIBS building complex. Looking southwest, with Large
South Dormitory in background.
MI Isabella MPIIBS 0028
29 of 52: Looking south across front of grounds between MPIIBS building complex (to
right/west) and Crawford Road to left/east. Administration/School in right background.
MI Isabella. MPIIBS 0029
30 of 52: Pedestrian arch bridge south of Home Economics Bldg, looking southeast.
MI Isabella MPIIBS 0030
31 of 52: Pedestrian arch bridge looking ESE.
MI Isabella. MPIIBS 0031

st and southwest/rear facades.

in area south of Small
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32 of 52: Pedestrian arch bridge looking NNE.
MI Isabella MPIIBS 0032
33 of 52: Reflecting pool in grounds in front/east of MPIIBS building complex, looking
south. Auditorium/School just out of picture to right.
MI Isabella MPIIBS 0033
34 of 52: Reflecting pool/fountain from position in front of Auditorium/School looking east.
Crawford Road forms a strip across the background.
MI Isabella MPIIBS 0034
35 of 52: Mission Creek Cemetery, looking northwest. Bamber Road visible at left.
MI Isabella MPIIBS 0035
36 of 52: Mission Creek Cemetery, looking northeast.
MI Isabella. MPIIBS 0036
37 of 52: Mission Creek Cemetery, looking northeast.
MI Isabella MPIIBS 0037

MI Isabella MPIIBS 0041
42 of 52: Retaining wall along so f open ground in front of building complex.
Large South Dormitory (south and e csyrt left. Looking northwest.
43 of 52: Reflecting pool and fountain, %— ortheast, with Crawford Road and
buildings across the street (out of district) #bac .

MI Isabella. MPIIBS 0043

Wood/Carpenter Shop (right), looking south.
MI Isabella MPIIBS 0044
45 of 52: Wood/Carpenter Shop, west and south facades;
MI Isabella. MPIIBS 0045
46 of 52: Large North Dormitory, south and east facades.
MI Isabella MPIIBS 0046
47 of 52: Site of state home complex (Bldgs. 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 36, 37, 38 in Fig. 5),
looking west-northwest from position behind Gymnasium (Bldg. 33 in Fig. 5). Part of Forest
Area on right.
MI Isabella. MPIIBS 0047
48 of 52: Mission Creek Cemetery, looking east-southeast from Bamber Road. Forest Area in
background.
MI Isabella MPIIBS 0048
49 of 52: Mission Creek Cemetery, looking northeast from Bamber Road; former pasture
area beyond fringe of conifers (north side of Mission Creek) in left distance.
MI Isabella. MPIIBS 0049
50 of 52: Mission Creek, looking east-southeast from Bamber Road, Forest Area in right
distance, Mission Creek Cemetery beyond right edge, former pasture area to left.
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MI Isabella MPIIBS 0050
51 of 52: Field area north of Mission Creek, looking southwest from south of River Road
along Crawford Road. Wooded area along Mission Creek in background.

MI Isabella MPIIBS 0051
52 of 52: Field area north of Mission Creek, looking west from Crawford Road with River

Road on the right.
MI Isabella MPIIBS 0052

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic
Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response
to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460
et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Pujg
time for reviewing instructions, g3
this burden estimate or any asg
1849 C. Street, NW, Washi

Rorting burden for this form is estimated to average 100 hours per response including
Mk maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding
to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior,

Q
%
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Figure 1: Location of the Boarding School Prop@rty, n asant USGS Quadrangle, 7.5’ Series

Sections 9-end page 49



Mount Pleasant Indian Industrial Boarding School
Mount Pleasant, Isabella County, Michigan

201850

201831

201843

201849

201850

Extant buildings
Demolished buildings

o0

oo

Figure 2a: Map of MIIBS District created with 2016 Google Earth imagery and 1929 MIIBS Map.
Locations of four sites in district shown.
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A—Administration
B—Teacher’s cottage
C—Chicken house
D~Laundry
E—Greenhouse
F—Haospital
G—Dinning/Kitchen
H-Boiler house
|—Garage/implement shed

Figure 2b: Close-up of southwest corner of MIIBS, with building function identified from 1929 map.

Building Key
J—lce House
K—Dairy
L—Dairy bam
M-—Horse bamn
N—implement shed
O—Hog barn
P—Storage shed
Q-~Domestic Science
R-—-School

Sections 9-end page 51

S—Large Girl's dorm
T—Carpentry/woodshop
U—Warehouse/paintshop
V—Small Girl's dorm
W-Large Boy’s dorm
X—Small Boy’'s Dorm
Y—Gymnasium
Z~Employee Club
AA~Gazebo/bandstand
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KEY

Bridge

Fountain

Contributing bldg
Non-contributing bldg
Demolished bldg
(IDed via archaeology)
Road remnant

Building Key
1—Large north dorm
71—Wood shop
31—School
3—Large south dorm
33—Gymnasium
34—Super. Building

3 2—Small south dorm
z A—Warehouse/

% paintshop

3 B—Kitchen/dinning
§ C—Laundry

D—Greenhouse
E—Domestic Science
F—Teacher’s cottage
-/ dministration
H—Gazebo/
bandstand

Figure 3: Site 20I1B43 map, cluster of contributing buildings with bridge, fountain and road features
indicated. Building Numbers correspond with number assigned on State of Michigan Map, Figure 5.
Lettered buildings are demolished foundations identified via archaeological geophysics and survey.
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1
4.

Figure 4: Map of Mission Creek Cemetery Magnetic gradiometry resultsqfom 2012. (Red boxes
indicate locations of clusters of grave anomalies, orange boxes indicate less visible grave anomaly
clusters.)
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Figure 6: Mount Pleasant Indian Industrial Boarding School Map
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Latitude/Longitude

1) 43 36'42.137; 84 47°52.05” 2) 43 37°33.59”; 84 47°52.72”
3) 43 37°34.267; 84 47°17.15” 4) 43 36’42.53”; 84 47°16.45”
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Note: Map image predates demolition of state-owned buildings and interior roads.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Requested Action: Nomination

Property Name: Mount Pleasant Indian Industrial Boarding School
Multiple Name:
State & County: MICHIGAN, Isabella
Date Received: Date of Pending List: Date of 16th Day: Date of 45th Day: Date of Weekly List:
9/28/2017 10/26/2017 11/13/2017 11/13/2017
Reference number: SG100001795

Nominator: State

Reason For Review:

___Appeal __PDIL __ Text/Data Issue
__SHPO Request ___Landscape ___Photo
_ Waiver ___National X Map/Boundary
___Resubmission __Mobile Resource ___Period
X Other __TCP __Less than 50 years
_CLG
Accept X___ Return Reject 11/8/2017 __ Date
Abstract/Summary
Comments:

Recommendation/ Nomination must be returned for procedural error in the nomination process. See attached
Criteria National Register Return Sheet for detailed comment.

Reviewer  Patrick Andrus MM Discipline  Historian
Telephone (202)354-2218 Date H ZE {/dd Z :Z

DOCUMENTATION: see attached comments : No see attached SLR : No

If a nomination is returned to the nomination authority, the nomination is no longer under consideration by the
National Park Service.



United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

1849 C Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20240

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Evaluation/Return Sheet

Property Name: Mount Pleasant Indian Industrial Boarding School
Reference Number: SG100001795
Location: Isabella County, MI

Reason for Return:

The nomination is being returned for a procedural error in the nomination process. As noted in
the Summary Paragraph of the Description (page 4), the State historic preservation office
mistakenly failed to notify one of the property owners (the public school system) of the State’s
intent to consider the nomination at the State Historic Preservation Review Board meeting as
required by National Register of Historic Preservation regulations 36 CFR 60.6. The 7.5 acre
parcel of land owned by the school system was deleted from the boundary and the Mount Pleasant
Indian Industrial Boarding School nomination was recommended by the Review Board and
forwarded to the National Register by the State Historic Preservation Officer, without including
the school system property.

The failure to properly notify all property owners constitutes a procedural error in the nomination
process under National Register regulations and necessitates this nomination return. A boundary
of a nominated property cannot be justified by citing a procedural error in the nomination process
and excluding land that was historically associated with the nominated property and intended to
be included within the boundary. To correct this procedural defect, please notify the public school
system and, pursuant to 36 CFR 60.6 (c), afford the school system at least thirty days to comment
on the nomination. Following this notification period, the nomination description, boundary
definition, maps and acreage should be revised to include the 7.5 acre parcel and the nomination
should be resubmitted to the National Register for final review.

Patrick Andrus, Historian

National Register of Historic Places
11/8/2017



12/1/2017 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Fwd: Nomination Status

MT ?W&J IV\W ]:ﬂM‘hin Andrus, Patrick <patrick_andrus@nps.gov>
Bawmlwq Selrl ~ ML
Fwd: Nomination Status Refur wd o Stafp tgl,-]

1 message

Beall, Edson <edson_beall@nps.gov> Fri, Dec 1, 2017 at 7:02 AM
To: Patrick Andrus <Patrick_Andrus@nps.gov>

Hi Patrick,

| see this is a return. Can you respond to her?

Thanks, Edson

Thank you for your interest in the preservation programs of the National Park Service.
Sincerely,

Edson H. Beall, Historian

National Register of Historic Places

1849 C St, NW, MS 7228

Washington, DC 20240

Phone: 202-354-2255

E-mail: Edson_Beall@nps.gov

Web:  hitp://www.nps.gov/nr/

Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/NationalRegisterNPS

EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA
The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our
heritage.

—mmeenee- Forwarded message -----——-

From: Paul Loether <paul loether@nps.gov>
Date: Thu, Nov 30, 2017 at 3:59 PM

Subject: Fwd: Nomination Status

To: Edson Beall <edson_beall@nps.gov>

Edson:

Can you please check on the status of this property and get back to Nancy?
Thanks,

Paul

Sent from my iPhone

J. Paul Loether

Chief, National Register/National Historic Landmarks Program and Keeper of the National Register
National Park Service

Stuart Lee Udall Department of the Interior Building

1849 C Street, NW

Washington, DC 20240

202-354-2003

Begin forwarded message:
From: "Ridley, Nancy" <NRIDLEY@mt-pleasant.org>
Date: November 30, 2017 at 2:12:54 PM EST
To: "paul_loether@nps.gov™ <paul_loether@nps.gov>

https:/imail.google.com/mail/u/1/7ui=28&ik=13c94b52758jsver=CS87NgUoRx4 .en.&view=pt&search=inbox&th=16011f4e8171a771&simI=16011f4eB817... 1/2



12/1/2017 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Fwd: Nomination Status
Subject: Nomination Status

Mr. Loether — | called the National Parks Service today to inquire about the status of a nomination and was
told that | should email you with my question. I'm interested in the status and/or knowing what the next
steps are in regard to the nomination for the Mount Pleasant Industrial Boarding School property in Isabella
County, Michigan, number SG1000001795.

The City of Mt. Pleasant submitted written comments regarding the nomination so | am interested in
knowing what happens with the nomination after public comments have been received. The comments
had to be submitted by November 13, 2017. Can you please let me know the next steps by either calling
or dropping me an email? Thanks for your assistance.

Nancy Ridley % 5(-\ l%\g

City Manager

nridley@mt-pleasant.org
q.10

989-779-5321 :ﬁ A,{/L
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https://mail.google.com/mail/u/1/?ui=28&ik=13c94b5275&jsver=CS87NgUoRx4.en.&view=pt&search=inbox&th=16011f4e8171a771&siml=16011f4e817... 2/2



1211/2017 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Fwd: Nomination Status

Andrus, Patrick <patrick_andrus@nps.gov> Fri, Dec 1, 2017 at 7:22 AM
To: "Beall, Edson" <edson_beall@nps.gov>

Hey Edson: did this nomination have the word "Indian” in its name? | want to make sure its the same property.
Thanks,

Patrick
[Quoted text hidden}

Patrick Andrus, Historlan

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

(202) 354-2218
patrick_andrus@nps.gov

Beall, Edson <edson_beall@nps.gov> Fri, Dec 1, 2017 at 7:46 AM
To: "Andrus, Patrick” <patrick_andrus@nps.gov>
Ref #: $G100001795 Name of Property: Mount Pleasant Indian Industrial Boarding School County, State: Isabella, Mi
Type of Request: Single Normal Commaent Period (15 days) Owner Objection: No
Dates Reasons for review Documentation
Date Recaive.d: 9/28/2017 Appeal @ PDIL TextData lesue @ Attached Comments
Date of Pending List: 10/6/2017 @ sHPO Request @ Landscape B Photo @ SLR Draft
Date of 16th day: 11/13/2017 B waiver B National @ Map/Boundary
Date of 45th day:  11/13/2017 Resubmission B Mobile Resource @ Period
Date of Weekly List: & other TCP @ Less than 50 years
CLG
SLR Comments
Enter SLR text in the box below:

13k vt |

Internal Comments

Date Reviewer = Comment type Comment
10/10/2017 Kevin Moriarty comment Criteria D. Some boundary concerns In correspondence. |

11/8/2017  Patrick Andrus  recommendation Nomination must be returned for procedural error in the nomination process. See attached National Register Retum Shaeet
for detalled comment

Thank you for your interest in the preservation programs of the National Park Service.
Sincerely,

Edson H. Beall, Historlan

Natlonal Register of Historic Places

1849 C St. NW, MS 7228

Washington, DC 20240

Phone: 202-354-2255

E-mail: Edson_Beall@nps.gov

Web:  hitp:/iwww.nps.gov/nr/

Facebook: htip:/iwww.facebook.com/NationalRegisterNPS

EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA
The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.

[Quoted text hidden)

hitps://mail.google.com/mail/u/1/?ui=2&ik=13c94b52758jsver=CS87NgUoRx4.en.&view=pt&search=inbox&th=160121ce9f692723&simi=16011f4e817... 2/2



THE CITYor
®\ MTI. PLEASANT, michican

CITY HALL PUBLIC SAFETY PUBLIC WORKS
320 W. Broadway St. - 48858-2447 804 E. High St. - 48858-3599 1303 N. Franklin St. - 48858-4682
(989) 779-5300 (989) 779-5100 (989) 779-5401
(989) 773-4691 fax (989) 773-4020 fax (989) 772-6250 fax

November 10, 2017

National Parks Service
1849 C Street NW

Mail Stop 7228
Washington, DC 20240

Re: Mount Pleasant Indian Industrial Boarding School — SG100001795

This communication is to provide comments on behalf of the City of Mt. Pleasant regarding the National
Parks Service consideration of the above nomination for properties for the National Historic Register.

As the record reflects, the City of Mt. Pleasant provided written and verbal comments to the State of
Michigan State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) when the matter was considered by SHPO on
January 13, 2017. Those comments primarily addressed the City’s concerns with the requested
boundary in the nomination and the notice received regarding the application. Since that time,
conversations between City representatives, SHPO representatives and Saginaw Chippewa Tribal
representatives have occurred.

During those conversations, the City has been assured that designation as a historic site will not
interfere with the City’s plans for future development of the approximately 299 acres owned by the City
of Mt. Pleasant within the proposed boundary, and that limitations will not be placed on the property
owned by the City. Since acquiring the property in 2011, the City has planned to sell the land owned by
the City to result in an increase in tax base and/or jobs in the City of Mt. Pleasant, and based on the
National Historic Register guidelines and our conversations, we are confident that our development
goals will not be hindered by any historic designation.

We have also had productive and encouraging conversations with Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribal
representatives regarding the development of a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) for the land within
the proposed boundaries. The MOA we are jointly working on will outline specific commitments
regarding archaeological work, how land will be treated as a result of the archeological surveys, mutual
sharing of development plans, Section 106 review responses, treatment of Native American remains if
any, treatment of protected areas, and remedies. Although the MOA has not been finalized and
negotiations of it continue, we remain hopeful and confident that we can work cooperatively together to
complete the agreement. It is our belief that the MOA will mutually benefit both the City and the Tribe as
development plans occur.

Please feel free to contact me if you need further information.
Sincerely,

S SRa s

Nancy J. Ridley
City Manager

Website: www.mt-pleasant.org
Michigan Relay Center for Speech & Hearing Impaired: 1-800-649-3777



StaTk [CHIGAN
RICK SNYDER MICHIGAN STATE HOUSING DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY EARL J. POLESKI

GOVERNOR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
LANSING

November 27, 2017

RECEIVED 2280
Ms. Jennifer Verleger, Superintendent JAN 25 2018
Mount Pleasant Public Schools
720 North Kinney Street " mmws

Mount Pleasant, MI 48858
Dear Ms. Verleger:

In September 2017 the State Historic Preservation Office nominated the former Mount Pleasant
Indian Industrial Boarding School (MPIIBS) property to the National Register of Historic Places.
According to our records, Mount Pleasant Public Schools owns roughly seven (7) acres of
property within the historical boundaries of the former MPIIBS property. Federal regulations
require that we provide all property owners with notice of our intention to nominate a property
prior to such nomination, and provide them with a period of time in which to comment on the
proposed nomination. We neglected to notify Mount Pleasant Public Schools of this action prior
to submission to the Keeper of the National Register.

Therefore, this letter serves as notification of the nomination of the former Mount Pleasant
Indian Industrial Boarding School, Mount Pleasant, Isabella County, Michigan, to the National
Register of Historic Places by the State Historic Preservation Office.

The National Register of Historic Places is the federal government’s official list of properties
deemed worthy of preservation because of their importance in American history and culture.
Listing in the National Register provides recognition and assists in preserving our national
heritage.

Listing in the National Register provides recognition of a property’s significance to the nation,
the state, or the community; offers consideration in the planning for federal or federally-assisted
projects, and creates eligibility for federal tax incentives and other preservation assistance.

Listing in the National Register does not interfere with a property owner’s rights to alter,
manage, or dispose of property. Listing does not place limitations on the properties owned by the
federal, state, or local government. Public visitation rights are not required of owners. Neither
the federal nor state government will attach restrictive covenants to the properties or seek to
acquire them. Attached please find a notice that explains in greater detail the results of listing in
the National Register.

Please provide any comments regarding the above property to our office by 5:00 PM,
Monday, January 8, 2018. Any comments received by our office by that date will be
forwarded to the Keeper of the National Register of Historic Places.

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE
735 EAST MICHIGAN AVENUE - P.O. BOX 30044 » LANSING, MICHIGAN 48909
michigan.gov/shpo * 517-373-1630 » Fax: 517-335-0348




212812018 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Mount Pleasant Indian Industrial Boarding School Acreage

Andrus, Patrick <patrick_andrus@nps.gov>

Mount Pleasant Indian Industrial Boarding School Acreage
1 message

Walsh, Todd (MSHDA) <WalshT@michigan.gov> Tue, Feb 27, 2018 at 3:45 PM
To: "Andrus, Patrick" <patrick_andrus@nps.gov>

Hi Patrick,

The parcel is the entirety of the east % of Section 9 in Township 14N Range 4W, so it has to be 320 acres. | think the
errant 312 number in Section 7 has to be a missed correction from the resubmission, and the 321 has to be a typo.

More specifically, from what I've been able to determine, the V2 section is made of four individual parcels:

Saginaw Chippewa parcel: 13.55
Cemetery 1.25
School district: .5

City of Mount Pleasant: 298
Total 320.3

| imagine that these totals acreage are rounded to some degree.

My apologies for not catching these inconsistencies.

Take care,

Todd

Todd A. Walsh, Interim National Register Coordinator
Michigan State Historic Preservation Office

Michigan State Housing Development Authority

735 East Michigan Avenue

PO Box 30044

Lansing, Michigan 48909

www.michigan.gov/shpo
hitps://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=13c94b52758&]sver=iEEFj798MIw.en.&view=pt&search=inbox&th=161d9037d1259f62&sim|=161d9037d125... 1/2



2/28/2018 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Mount Pleasant Indian Industrial Boarding School Acreage

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=28ik=13c94b5275&]sver=iEEFj798MIw.en.&view=pt&search=inbox&th=161d9037d 12596 2&simI=161d9037d125...  2/2



StATE OF MICHIGAN
RICK SNYDER MICHIGAN STATE HOUSING DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY EARL J. POLESKI

GOVERNOR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
LANSING

Monday, January 22, 2018

Mr. Paul Loether, Keeper

National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
1849 C Street, NW, Mail Stop 7228
Washington, DC 20240

Dear Mr. Loether,

The enclosed disc contains the true and correct copy of the nomination for the
Mount Pleasant Indian Industrial Boarding School, Mount Pleasant, Isabella County,
Michigan, to the National Register of Historic Places.

This nomination was returned to our office on November 8, 2017, for a procedural
error. As indicated on the enclosed return sheet, our office neglected to properly
notify all property owners, particularly Mount Pleasant Public Schools. This error
was utilized to justify excluding the school district-owned parcel.

The above error has been corrected. Notice was sent to the school district on
November 27, 2018. The district was provided with more than thirty days in which
to respond (see enclosed letter), and as of January 22, 2018, no response has been
received.

At the same time, the boundaries of the historic district have been revised in the
nomination to include all historically associated land, which includes the 7.5-acre
parcel owned by the school district.

Questions concerning this nomination should be addressed to Todd A. Walsh,
Interim National Register Coordinator, at (517) 373-1979 or walsht@michigan.gov.

Sincerely yours,

Emon LI

Brian D. Conway
State Historic Preservation Officer

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE
735 EAST MICHIGAN AVENUE « P.O. BOX 30044 « LANSING, MICHIGAN 48909
michigan.gov/shpo « 517-373-1630 » Fax: 517-335-0348
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