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Johnson was interviewed. Walter was the son of Sander Johnson. Sander Johnson
was born 2/25/84 and died in 1972. (cont.)

Reason for significance: This was the first building which Sander Johnson built
in his long 60 year career as a builder and contractor in eastern North Dakota. 
Tf“ was constructed" only '5 yeais alLei he came to the United Stat-es-'-fr-om--Sweden — 
and the hin'1ding's ambience is European. This building is significant for the
quality of the workmanship, brickwork and carpentry, both inside and out.
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8A, cont. Architectural Description:

The second story front facade features a six-part bay window of wood, flanked 
by recessed brickwork and accented by a stone sill and a keystoned lintel of 
limestone. The bay window has 4 and 16 pane fixed lights. The central window 
in the bay is a single pane fixed light. The flanking side windows of the bay 
are 4/2 double hung windows and have been covered with aluminum storm windows.

Above the bay window, the center coping is decorated by an egg and dart limestone 
cap topped with a wrought-iron cresting which incorporates the building date 
"1907." This cresting is flanked by two corner merlons which are capped by 
limestone moldings and antefixes.

The west elevation is undecorated except for a cast-iron staircase to the second 
floor apartment. The risers on this staircase are formed in a flower-shaped grill- 
work. The basement windows of the west elevation have been bricked in, and 
aluminum screens and storm windows have been added. The south and west elevations 
abut the neighboring building and are not visible.

The interior of the upstairs apartment is almost wholly original. Floors are 
oak, as is the trim in all rooms but the kitchen. Kitchen trim and cabinets are 
maple. There is a row of high casement windows between the kitchen and dining 
room that are unusual: faced with maple on the kitchen side and oak on the dining 
room side. The fireplace mantle and trim is carved Art Nouveau with tall finials 
standing above the mantle in the shape of stylized pineapples. All woodwork has 
been left original or recently stripped with care and refinished to the original 
by the current owners.

The current owners are in the process of rehabbing the first floor store into 
a restaurant. The original tin ceiling has been painted and the plaster walls 
have been hand painted with a garland and swag flower pattern where the ceiling 
coving meets the walls. At present, this area is vacant.

36, cont. Information sources/ references:

According to Lynda, Sander Johnson came to North Dakota from Sweden in 1902 to 
homestead in a sod house in the Red River Valley. After a year, he moved to 
Grand Forks. He became a bricklayer for Dinnie Brothers construction company 
and worked as a bricklayer teaching himself the trade. He did work for Dinnie 
Bros, all over the Red River Valley. The building at 312 Kittson was the first 
building Sander Johnson did on his own. The Grand Forks City Directory for 1905
(Pettibone Company, Grand Forks), shows that Sander Johnson was a boarder at the 
McClellan Hotel in Grand Forks in 1905 and he is listed as a bricklayer.

According to the Walter Johnson interview, his father Sander Johnson was one 
of 5 brothers. Sander's older brothers, Henry and Anton,came to Grand Forks 
in 189land 1900, respectively. Henry Johnson worked for the Dinnie Brothers 
who were Irish. James Dinnie used to go to the Scandinavian boarding houses 
in Grand Forks along the Great Northern tracks and call up to the windows 
asking if there were any "roundheads" (Scandinavian^ who wanted work. This is 
how Dinnie obtained his day labor on contract jobs.
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36, cont. Information sources/ references:

Walter Johnson said that his father and Pete Larson, a carpenter, got together 
informally in a shortlived partnership in Grand Forks and built 312 Kittson.
The partnership did not last. Sander worked for the Dinnie Brothers as a 
bricklayer for about 10 years. During that time, Sander worked on the Masonic 
Temple (1913) which he probably did for Dinnie, and on buildings all over 
the Red River Valley. About 1915-16, Sander joined a partnership with George 
Thorvaldson as Thorvaldson Johnson Construction Company. They worked all over 
North Dakota, Including western North Dakota and as far west as Wolf Point, 
Montana through the teens and twenties. In 1931, Thorvaldson Johnson company 
did the brickwork on the Grand Forks Herald building (1931) for Theo. B. Wells, 
architect. During this time, the partnership broke up when Thorvaldson retired. 
William Glllanders was a Scots-Canadian who went to work for Thorvaldson-Johnson 
in 1916. He then went off to the First World War, and returned after the war 
to continue with the firm, with a part interest in the company. In 1931, 
when Thorvaldson retired, the firm became Johnson-Gillanders company, and 
continued in the building business until Gillanders died in 1965. One of the 
last buildings constructed by the company of Johnson-Gillanders was the Chester 
Fritz Library at the University of North Dakota in Grand Forks. In the mid- 
1930s, Sander's brother, Henry Johnson, took over Dinnie Brothers as president 
when Dinnie died.

Sanborn Insurance Maps for 1912 and 1916,show that the building at 312 
Kittson housed a millinery shop during those years. The 1916 Pettibone 
City Directory * shows the Vogue Millinery shop at 312 Kittson.
The 1928 Polk City Directory shows F. W. Green Co., paint store at this address. 
Tenants in the building have not been distinguished in any way, and do not 
contribute to the significance of the property.

References:

Interview with Walter Johnson, Sept. 24, 1981. 

Interview with Lynda Johnson, September 13, 1981.

Sanborn Map Company.
Sanborn Maps for 1912, 1916, and 1927 corrected through 1927.

City Directory of Grand Forks, for years 1905, 1909, 1911, 1916. Pettibone 
Company, Grand Forks.

City Directory of Grnad Forks, 1928, 1936. R.L. Polk and Co., publishers, 
Detroit, Michigan.
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