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1. Name

historic

SACRAMENTO BANK BUILDING

and/or common

2. Location

street & number 3418 Broadway

—— not for publication

city, town Sacramento —__ vicinity of congressional district 3
state California code 06 county Sacramento code -67
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
— district — public -—— occupied —_ agricuiture — museum
XX puilding(s) *X_private XX_unoccupied —__ commerciai ___park 7
— structure — both ——work in progress — educational —— private residence
—__site Public Acquisition Accessible — entertainment —— reiigious
—_object ____in process XX yes: restricted - government —_ scientific
— being considered ____ yes: unrestricted — industrial — transportation
__no ___ military __¥other: vacant
4. Owner of Property
name Wille A. Bell
street & number 1409 28th Street
s ) *
city, town acramento . —_ vicinity of state California 95 816
5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deedhfilta County Recorder
street & number g0 G Street
city, town Sgcramento state Californis
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
titie has this property been determined eiegible? __yes ___ no
date — federal ____state ____county ___ local

depository for survey records

city, town

state




7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

— exceilent —deteriorated ___ unaltered . xx__ originai site
27 good —_ruins X _altered —_moved date
— fair — unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

ORIGINAL APPEARANCE

The S,cramento Bank Building was constructed in the early twentieth century as a commercial
branch bank for the Oak Park neighborhood of Sacramento, California. It is a one-

story triangular-shaped structure built on its present property line and lot

measuring 100' x 124.74' x 77.94'.

The bank building is constructed of reinforced concrete, cement plaster, with a
steel-framed roof and wooden columns. Architectural detail throughout is noe-
classical. The corner entrance is defined by a rounded portico supported by two fluted
Ionic columns, with four-sided volutes. The doorway is arched with medallions above
the arch, commemorating the founding date for the Sacramento Bank'(1867),and1the,
structure's date of construction (1914). The entablature above these columns

extends along each street elevation. The frieze is Dorice, although the triglyphs
and metopes are somewhat unevenly spaced; the frieze above the portico is blank,
doubtless indicating a signage space. The projecting cornice is supported by mutales,
generally spaced above every third triglyph. The original structure included

five tall,narrow windows on each street elevation, with decorative keystones

above the central windows and window heads above the far windows. As originally.
designed, the structure included a copper dome above the entrance portico. When this
dome was in place above the curved portico corner entrance, the structure

was reminiscent, in simplified form, of Albert Pissis' Hibernia Bank in

San Francisco. b

PRESENT APPEARANCE

Major changed to this structure were carried eut in 1947 by the Bank of America,
owner of the sttucture since 1928. The copper dome above the two.columns was
removed. The rear wall was removed and the building was extended’ 24* to the-rear..
The entire enterior was renovated, with new counters and banking partitions.
Heating and air conditioning were installed. A 3 foot wide border of 6 x 6"

black tiles were added to the lawer perimeter of the structure. These changes,
particularly the removal of the dome, detract from the integrity of the original
design. Fortunately, the level of classical detail of the original structure

was quite high and the structure clearly retains its capacity to convey

its design intent.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

—— prehistoric ___ archeoiogy-prehistoric ___. community planning - ____ ilandscape architecture ___ religion

— 1400-1499 . __ archeology-historic . conservation — law —— sclence

—— 1500-1599 ___ agriculture ——. aCcONOMics — literature —— sculpture

—— 16001899 XX _ architecture — education —_ milltary —— soclal/

e 1700-1789 _ art — ongineering —e music humanitarian
1800-1899 XX_commerce — exploration/settlement ____ philosophy — theater

E 1900~ — communications — industry — politics/government ___ transportation

— Invention - —— other (apecity)
Specific dates ;4,4 Bullder/Architect Gijeon Holt/Jemes Seadler

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

Built in 1914, the Sacramento Bank Building is significant for its neo-classical
design and for its contribution to the commercial development of the Oak Park
neighborhood.

Architecturally, this structure is representative of its type and period of construction,
an early twentieth century bank, built in a time of resurgent interest in the

classical forms in the construction of monumental buildings and as symbols of

permanence and solidity, useful for public and commercial structures. As noted in
Section 7, the Sacramento Bank Building exhibits a careful attention on the part

of its architect to an historically accurate use of classical features, and

this high level of detail accounts for the structure's ability to convey its

design intent despite substantial alterations. The Bank is the only signfifant

example of its type in Oak Park and one of the better primately-owned

neo-classical structures in Sacramento.

It is significant to note that the bank's architetural statement expresses the

tole the Sacramento Bank would play in the emerging community of Oak Park.

Between 1900 and 1911, Oak Park saw substantial population and commercial growth,

becoming Sacramento's first modern suburb. Beginiing in the late 1890s with John

Steen's Saloon on 35th and Cypress (4th) Avenue, business enterprise developed

rapidly. By 1911 such enterprises presented the image of a prosperous, comfortable small
town that included: ten groceries, ten saloon, three restaurants, several dentists, doctors,
druggists, teachers; printers, building contractors, hardware and jewelry stores,

theaters, shoemakers, etc. Such services made Oak Park's eight thousand residents
vritually self-sufficient ifi' relation to "downtown" Sacramento.

The search for solutions to a growing number of problems, however, such as the .
lack of adequate water and sewage facilities, fire protection, police protection,

and high commercial insurance rates, led to the annexation of Oak Park to the

City of Sacramento in September, 1911. Undoubtedly, the construction of many new
commercial buildings there between 1911 and 1915, along with the readiness of
residents to support bond issues to improve the physical environment of the area,
reinforced the image of a community '"on the move," bustling with business activity.

In this context, the Sacramento Bee of January 2, 1915 confidently asserted that the bank
"stands as a certainty of the Oak Park business community." SUch boosterism,
confidence, and profit-making prospects combind to establish the historical

context in which the Sacramento Bank Building can be viewed as a significant
contribution to the archteitural and economic development of this area of

Sacramento.

The structure continued to serve as a key banking facility for forty-five years,
aldhough ownership changed several times. In 1920, it became the Sacramento-

an Joaguin Bank, jn 1923 the United Bank and Trust Company, in 1928 the United
§ecurg%§ ﬁank and ‘I'rus? ompany. Again, in 192§, the Bap‘nﬁ was acquired by the
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property __, 33
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Verbai boundary description and justification
The property nominated is a triangular lot 100' x 12k. 7i+' x 77.94', ‘bounded on the

north by Boradway and by 3rd Street on the south. See attached- -site plan.

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundarles

state code county . code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

Willie A. Bell, Architect ‘ ' ' Lo

namertitie

organization ' date - May 22, 1981';
street & number 1409 28th Streét - t'elepl'llone (916) 1454-5562
city or town Sacramento | state dalifornia

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Ceriification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

—__ national ____state i local S

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89—
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certity that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature /K mn %\

title éw()b | gate 13 qy.kl 7"
Fo‘:HﬁF‘sﬁ‘ R o ‘,;5 h g ‘ 53{’1&‘:”“” : ' - - - " 5 5 T~ !
“qhereby th, Nationa! Register
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: 1 Resister date  //p//9a

date
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Bank of America, which continued to operate here until 1960. The present owner
hopes to restore this structure to an appearance more nearly approximating the
original, and to return this landmark structure to the useful life of the
community.
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SACRAMENTO BANK BUILDING

OAK PARK BRANCH
WILLIE A. BELL

35th

JAN 21 1982



