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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Constructed in 1851 for Troy Gordon, the house is a lovely example of
Greek Revival architecture, and a charming reminder of Fayetteville's
past. One outstanding feature of the structure is its symmetrical dig-
nity. A small central portico, covered with a high gabled roof and
braced by round Doric columns and two Doric pilasters, are the originals.
The round pillars, supporting the portico, are actually massive for this
size house. The exterior paint, similar to a Williamsburg Blue, was
hand mixed to get the exact shade desired and is accented with a stark
white trim. The restoration has replaced the exterior cement flooring
under the portico with old bricks which have also been used to form a
curbed walkway to the street. Four 4/4 6' sash windows, most of which
still retain their original hand blown glass, are positioned symmetrically
across the front of the house. Any new glass that has to be added is
being replaced by hand blown glass panes found in old homes that are
being demolished.

The floor plan is the symmetrical four-room, central-hall. The dimensions
of the hall are 8'x14'x14', and two original front rooms (double parlors
flanking the central hall) are a uniform 16'3"x15'2"x14'. Each room
contains its original woodburning fireplace, still in excellent operating
condition, and classically-designed mantel, highlighting the 12' ceilings.
The interior of the main section of the house remains undisturbed except
for the two original rear rooms which were burned during the Civil War
and shortly afterwards rebuilt. A second addition and two porches were
added later. A small bathroom is wainscotted with beaded ceiling boards.
The pine floors have been refinished, and include wooden base moldings,
which are classically simple yet elegant. The original plaster remains
on the walls and ceilings.

The house sits on a stone foundation and 2x12 oak floor joists. Two
outbuildings, one a native stone barn which has served as a smokehouse
and fruit cellar, the other an oak shed, also occupy the grounds. Both
are now used as storage. A deep brick and stone walled well is located
a few feet northwest of the house and is also preserved.

The house is located on one acre of the original 80, framed by two giant
maple trees, and shaded by other maples and oaks, which give the setting
an atmosphere of quiet serenity heightened by the very pleasing symm-
etrical architectural lines. The grounds are landscaped by flower gardens
and shrub beds, planted with typical plantings of the Southern Colonial

Period, to screen a parking area.

Many arduous hours have been spent supervising painstaking detail and
precision reconstruction, in the attempt to restore this old house to

its previous dignity and stature. i
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Ga. 1851 Troy Gordon

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

~The Troy Gordon House in Fayetteville is an architecturally significant
structure. Constructed c. 1851, the weatherboard Greek Revival House
is marked by symmetrical features typical of that style. As one of the
few surviving ante-bellum structures in the state, the Gordon House is
a significant example of its period.

The land upon which the Gordon House is located was patented by William
Skelton and Thomas Banks. Historical records indicate that William
Skelton with his brother-in-law Troy Gordon, Alexander Standfield and
Hosea Cardwell moved to Fayetteville in 1827. Troy Gordon remained in
Fayetteville while the other men returned to Tennessee to bring back
their families.

Skelton and Banks sold the property to Troy Grodon and his mother in 1836.
The deed transfer at this date indicates that the property "included lot
and stables". Troy Gordon sold the property back to Skelton in 1852 and
by then the deed included a house, lot and stables. William Skelton's
daughter married Robert S. Anderson in 1865 and the property was known
for many years as the Anderson Farm.

This clapboard Greek Revival house is one of the oldest still standing
in Washington County, and has a past that reflects the development of
the city of Fayetteville. 1In addition, it is being actively used for
office space.
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CONTINUATION SHEET . ITEM NUMBER 10 PAGE 1

The UTM coordinants for the Troy Gordon House in Fayetteville, Arkansas
should be changed to read 15/ 394700/ 3994860.

The house has been replotted on a USGS map which is being mailed in with this
continuation sheet. The replotting is to correct an error made in the original
form and is not the result of a physical move of the building.
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A part of the Northeast Fractional (Fr.NE%) Quarter of Section 4,
T-16-N, R-30-W, and a part of the SW% of the SW% of Sectiom 35, T- 17-N,
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The above described tract

& Corner of said Fr. NE% of Section &4,
thence S 87° 07' 15" E, 203.54 feet;
point in Section 35 on the South Line of Township Street;
N 87° 12' 44" W with said South Line of Township Street 203.85 feet to
a point in Section 34, and thence South to the Township and Section
Line 35.20 feet to the place of beginning.
situated in Fayetteville, Washington County, Arkansas and containing
1.0344 Acres., ,
RE: Keith John E. Mahaffey & Associates, Inc.

(Shamblin Realty) Fayetteville, Arkansas
- ———— August 1975
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Suite 500, Continental Building, Main and Markham D
November 4, 1977 Little Rock, Arkansas 72201 Telephone: (501) 371-27p‘.t8 i
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Ms. Helen Edniston \< REGIS*II)IE%
#3 Greenbriar :g‘
Fayetteville, Arkansas 72701 ) 44 “ .
Y e

Re: (Clark House
Fayetteville, Washington County

Dear Ms. Edinston:

The staff of the Arkansas Historic Preservation Program is preparing a National
Register nomination for the above captioned property which will be presented

to the Arkansas State Review Committee at their December meeting. I approved
the nomination will be submitted to the National Register office in Washington

for final consideration.

The National Register of Historic Places is a listing of historic sites, buildings,
objects and districts from all across the country that are worthy of preservation.
Entry in the Mational Register is an honor which places on obligation on a private
ownexr. It does, however, provide protection through comment by the Advisory
Council on Historxic Preservation from federally financed, assisted or licensed
projects that might affect a Natiocnal Register property.

On October 4, 1976, the President signed a Tax Reform Act of which Section 2124
refers to tax incentives for historic properties. Enclosed you will find an
information sheet on that tax act.

If you have any questions concerning the program or this property's nomination
please contact Sandra Taylor of our staff.

Enclosed are two copies of this letter. Please complete the form below, sign
and return the original to our office. The copy is for your files. We would
appreciate receiving any comments you might have concerning the nomination of
this property. If we do not rear from you within 30 days your approval will
be assumed.

Sincerely,

Lo dar Q

Barbara Woodard, Deputy Director
Arkansas Historic Preservation Program

B oo ¢

T approve of the nomination of the above property .\<L
to the National Fegister of Historic Places. Y

No

0]
0

Comments:

J ay
[7__/0_('" /1777 7(/@4,%/ é‘}a/mm

Date Signature
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

DEC 1 1978

Date Entered

Name

( Gordon, Troy, House

Clark County Courthouse

Washington County Jail

Womack~Parker House

Battery C Site

Holt, Flavius, House

Massey Hotel

Medical Arts Building

Also Notified

Honorable Dale Bumpers
Honorable Kaneaster Hodges, Jr.
Honorable John P. Hammerschmidt
Honorable Ray Thornton
Honmorable Bill Alexander

12/19/78

Location

Fayetteville
Washington County

Arkadelphia
Clark County

Fayetteville
Washington County

Nashville
Howard County

Phillips County

Nashville
Howard County

Bentonville
Benton County

Hot Springs
Garland County

State Historic Preservation Officer
Ms. Anne Bartley

Acting Director

Arkansas Historic Preservation Program
Suite 500, Continental Building
Markham and Main Streets

Little Rock, Arkansas 72201






