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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The McCauley House is a Queen Anne style residence. The structure, approximately forty 
five feet by thirty feet, is situated on a level quarter acre lot in a general business 
district (banks, stores, offices). Adjoining both sides of the lot are unpaved parking 
areas. The house is a one and a half story square structure with many additional fea­ 
tures that achieve the qualities of irregular massing and interesting details charac­ 
teristic of the Queen Anne style. These features include a hip roof with two ells, a 
dormer window and a balcony, an open porch decorated by turned posts and bracket and a 
flared conical shaped roof.

The building has a wood frame, a stone and mortar foundation and a partial basement. 
The exterior of the first story is faced with stretcher bond brick while the dormer and 
gable ends of the ells are faced with decorative wood shingles. The hip roof and the 
projecting ells are covered by wood shakes. The eaves have a flared bell cast shape 
with a small cornice and frieze. The raking trim on the gable ends of the ells has a 
boxed cornice with decorated moulding.

The windows on the front of the house are single sash and appear to be fixed. They are 
divided into four horizontal panes, the top one being a decorated leaded glass^window. 
The side, bay and upper story windows have a flat top construction and a lug sill. The 
head surrounds are flat radiating voussoirs with a keystone while the side surrounds 
are plain.

The front door has a single leaf with two panels, the top panel being glass. The head 
surround has radiating voussoirs and the sides are plain. The architrave is plain with 
an embrasure and simple moulding.

One of the most interesting features of the house is the conical roof on the left come 
of the front porch. This bell-cast flared roof is covered with decorative wood shingle 
laid in an imaginative pattern and topped by a finial. The entire front porch includin 
the conical roof is open and was once supported by turned posts with brackets. These 
posts and brackets have been replaced by plain pole supports. The originals have re­ 
cently (August, 1978) been moved to the owner's nearby store to decorate its facade. 
They- could probably be returned to their former location or duplicated. Another inter­ 
esting feature is the balcony on the second story which rests atop the bay window on 
the left side of the house. It is enclosed by a simple railing.

There are two chimneys which are centrally located. The original chimney straddles 
the ridge while the more recently added chimney is on the front slope of the roof.

The first floor consists of two large rooms (approximately 20' x 20'), two smaller roorr 
(one of which is the kitchen, approx. 15' x 10'), a pantry and a bathroom. These rooms 
are in fair condition. In two of the rooms the ceilings have been lowered and linoleurr 
has been laid on the pine floors. The decorative hardwood mouldings around the walls 
and doors are all original. The door lintels are especially handsome.

The left rear room has a corner brick fireplace with a decorative mantel. The naive 
but pleasing design of the wood mantel displays the work of a local craftsman. The 
spiral stairway ascends from this room into the upper story consisting of four small 
rooms (approximately 10' x 12') with sloping ceilings. The stairs have decorative 
turned posts and a banister. The original metal triangular insets are still in the
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corners of most of the stairs. The stairs have been walled up and a door added at the 
entrance to the stairs but this is of such a temporary construction that it could be 
removed quite easily revealing the spiral staircase from the ground level.

The foundation has settled and is cracked in areas but it is sound. The house mainly 
needs a major cleanup and repair effort on the floors, walls, ceilings and porches.
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The McCauley house is one of the first architecturally significant private residences 
built in the town of Colvilie, county seat of Stevens County, Washington. It is the 
only remaining Queen Anne style residence of significance in the county. The style 
reflects the prosperity of the town as it emerged from a frontier trading post to be­ 
come a commercial,center of the Northwest due to the building of the railroad through 
Colville in the late nineteenth century.

Prior to 1889 and the building of the railroad, Colville was chiefly known as an out­ 
fitting point for miners eager to try their luck in the newly discovered mines in the 
hills around Colville. Silver and lead mining attracted many settlers into the area 
who decided to stay on as farmers and lumbermen during lean mining years. The railroad 
however, surpassed mining as an impetus for growth in Stevens County. A vision of 
Colvilie as a commercial center became a reality once the tedious process of team 
transportation was overcome. The population grew steadily and real estate values rose 
accordingly. Lumber, minerals, stock and diversified farm products were shipped all 
over the world from Colville's distribution centers during the turn of the century. 
Fortunes were made overnight during these years and most often invested in real estate. 
"The circulating wealth of the county in comparison with the number of people (made 
it possible) for every man to have a $20 gold piece in his pocket."

H.M. McCauley came to Colvilie during these booming years and jumped into the real 
estate market. From 1900 to 1919 he was very active in buying and selling property 
from his office on Main Street. The office of McCauley and Smith specialized in 
"Town Property, Farms, Timberland and Settlers Located." He was also in the furniture 
business with his wife, Frannie running the store. In 1906 the McCauleys had built 
for themselves a substantial brick house with many distinctive exterior features 
attesting to their prosperity.

It is the only building representing the former residence of a prosperous citizen from 
the turn of the century remaining in what is now the central business district of 
Colville. It retains almost all of its significant design features and those features 
which are missing could be easily replaced. The four original lilac bushes planted by 
the McCauleys still grace the front lawn adding the appearance and feeling of the era.

The house was sold by Myron E. (Mack) McCauley, the son of H.M. McCauley, in 1919 to 
Cyrus Fern's Smith the owner of Smith Photographic Studio. Mrs. Ann Smith Taylor, 
daughter of C.F. Smith, provided information regarding the original appearance of the 
house and its neighborhood.

The present owner, Mr. Erwin Bell, is interested in restoring the property and renting 
the building for offices. If this is not economically feasible he plans to tear down
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the house and use the property for shops and parking. Panorama Land (a recreation 
promoting organization), the Colville Chamber of Commerce, and other civic organi­ 
zations are interested in renting the building if it were restored for use as a joint 
Visitor Information Center.


