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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Chisum House, located in Little Rock's Historic Quapaw Quarter District 
was built in 1894 by Jason Sowell. The house presents characteristics of 
the ~e~n e Sty:],e of architecture in its variety of textural usage, 
its towers, and its irregular shape. 

Of frame construction, the Chisum House features a multi-gable, high-hip 
roof. Two finials project from the center ridge of the roof. T~ domina~ 

feature of the house is a ~hree-storey tower on the southeas~ corner. This 
tower is capped by a bellcast roof with a finial. As is typical of the 
Queen Anne style of architecture, the Chisum House features a variety of 
window sizes and styles. Three distinct styles are found in the corner 
tower. On the first-floor level is one wide window topped by a semi­
circular transom. Second floor windows are paired and feature a rec­
tangular transom. Paired windows on the third floor level of the tower 
are small and nondecorative. The variety of textural usage associated with 
Queen Anne style is also exemplified by the tower in its usage of diamond­
shaped shingle, clapboard, and flush-board wall surfaces. 

Two porches are located on the facade. The first-storey porch has an 
oriental flavor in its roofline. The porch features an arched entrance 
flanked by turned posts. Directly beneath the cornice of the porch between 
the turned posts are unusual geometric designs. Below the porch railing is 
an unusual pattern of circular cut wood between cut wood blocks. Turned 
balusters extend -to the bottom railing. Above the entry porch is a small 
balcony with turned balusters. Delicately turned columns support a shed roof 
on this se_cond :-:s:torey porch. 

The north elevation features a rectangular bay beneath a gable end. The 
gable ends on the north and south elevations are identical in their usage of 
semi-circular shaped windows and decorative woodwork. A w.ide chimney with 
corbelling extends from the northeast corner of the house. 

The south elevation is marked by a two-storey rounded bay, topped with a 
gable. The bay features a center band of vertical plank between two 
wide bonds of scalloped shingles. 

The interior of the Chisum House is of irregular floorplan, featuring the 
typical Victorian double parlors. The front hall is irregularly shaped 
with a two-landing staircase extending to the second floor. 

The interior has been altered to accommodate its division into apartments. 
A two-storey addition__has bee:r~L&2I!§.!:D!9_teq .sm the !:.~ar elg~_ation, but does 
not detract from the architectural value of the house. 

The Chisum House rests on a tree-shaped corner in Little Rock's m.ost historic 
section of town. Still in good condition, the Chisum House is r~ resentative 
of an architectural sty! e i~~equently found in Little Rock. 
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Built in 1894, the Chisum House is a significant example of modified 3 
Queen Anne architecture. It is notable for its archi_tectural oddity 
in relation to other buildings in Little Rock. The Chisum House 
embodies many of the Victorian period characteristics of irregular 
shape, towers, and multiple gables and bays. The Chisum House re­
presents the eclectic manner of late nineteenth-century architectural 
style in America through its use of these characteristics. The house was 
built by and has since been associated with families of long social 
prominence in Little Rock . Jason Sowell, who built the house, came 
from a family who had already been leaders in social life in Little Rock 
for many years; the family had been one of Little Rock's earliest families. 
Jason Sowell's daughter married into the Chisum family, who were also 
among the favored social class in Little Rock and were to remain so for 
many years. 

Sowell's daughter married Oscar Clifton Chisum in 1892. Chisum was 
born in Austin, Arkansas, in 1860. He was associated with a drug firm 
in Memphis, Tennessee, until he moved to Little Rock in 1892. Upon 
moving to Little Rock he assumed the position of Arkansas-Texas rep­
resentative of a Louisville, Kentucky, hardware firm . 

In 1894 Jason Sowell built a house for himself, his daughter, and her 
husband at 1320 Cumberland Street in Little Rock. In 1894 Cumberland 
Street was considered the "elite" section of town, and residence in the 
area symbolized social and/or financial success. 

The Chisums had one son, 0. C. Chisum, Jr., who was born June 13, 1899. 
He attended the University of Illinois and later was employed with 
the Internal Revenue Service. 0. C. Chisum, Jr., was the first member 
of the Arkansas Industrial Board which was created in 1937 by the Arkansas 
General Assembly. 

0. C. Chisum, Sr. lived in the Chisum House until his death in 1924; his 
son, 0. C. Chisum, Jr., lived in the srune house until his death in 1937. 

The Chisum House is a significant structure in its architectural style. ~ 
It has always been one of the most unusual residences in Little Rock. 
The aristrocratic style of the house reflects the tastes of the man who 
built it and of the family it housed for many years. ) 
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ARKANSAS HISTORIC 
PRESERVATION PROGRAM 

FIRST STATE CAPITOL • 300 WEST MARKHAM • LITTLE ROCK. ARKANSAS 72201 

October 6, 1975 

Dr. William Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
National Park Service 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

Attached are National Register nominations for the following properties: 

Gann House 
Captain Archibald McKennen House 
Casey House 
Gifford House 
Van Buren Historic District 
Trinity Episcopal Cathedral 
Ferguson House 
Curran Hall 
Harris House 
Albert Pike Hotel 
Boyd House 
Jones House 
Chisum House 
Marlsgate 
Watson-Sawyer House 
Lester & Haltom #1 (oil) Well 
Horner-Gladin. __ House 
Ready-Mayer House 
Phillips County Library & Museum 
Main Hall - Central College 
Mount Olivet Methodist Church 
Terry-Jung House 

These nominations have been approved by a majority of the State Review 
Committee. 

Sincerely, 

~ ftl~· ~ d,.---,.~·-· _/ 
Gene Richardson 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

GR:js 

Enclosures 
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