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The Thedinga House is a rectangular two and one half story red brick structure 
with dark wood trim. It has crowstepped gables, symmetrically placed windows 
with six lights over one, stone lintels and sills and a limestone foundation. 
Tax records indicate that it was built about 1855 as an addition to the frame 
house originally on the lot. At the time it was built it provided a library 
and parlor on the first floor, two bedrooms on the second floor and a full 
basement, The basic brick structure measures approximately 36' x 26'.

Somewhere between 1885 and 1900 the frame structure was razed and the brick 
house was altered by changing the library into a kitchen and dining room, dividing 
the parlor into two sections, and adding the lower and upper porches to the south 
side. Windows were also added on the west side and an open, gable roofed porch 
was attached to the southeast corner.

£..<)•>

Mr. Robert A. Sullivan, a restoration consultant and a member of the Governor's 
Restoration Committee to restore the Hubbell Mansion in Des Moines, purchased 
the home in 1973. The only exterior alteration by Mr, Sullivan was the addition 
of a new roof and enclosure of the gabled porch as a continuation of the lower 
side porch. Floor joists and bearing walls were stabilized in the basement, 
but the quarter-sawed oak floors, original pine woodwork and the original plaster 
were retained. Mr. Sullivan died in 1974, but the restoration of the interior 
has since been finished. Estate manners plan to lease the house to qualified 
tennants with written stipulation that no alterations are to be made without 
consent of the trustees, who have urged application for National Register 
status since the City's 1975 street program calls for the widening of Fifth 
Street and demolition of this house.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Thedinga House is considered significant in Dubuque because of the 
contributions of its builder and first owner to the city of Dubuque. Mr. 
Thedinga was one of the early settlers in Dubuque and was a leading citizen 
during the city's early years.

J. H. Thedinga, 1814-1876, was born at the family estate, "Kloster Theding" 
near Leer, Ostfriesland, Hanover. Although he received a classical education 
toward law, he renounced plans for health reasons, came to American in 1835, 
settled permanently in Dubuque in 1839 and engaged in retail business. During 
the remainder of his life in Dubuque he held the following positions: 1844- 
elected alderman; 1847-one of a committee to settle all land claims in the 
mining district before land sales; 1850-elected county commissioner; 1852-1854- 
Justice of Peace; 1858-1876-Board of Education; 1861-Chairman of Board of 
Supervisors; 1862-1866-First German Mayor; 1864-Organizer and President of 
German Bank.

When he died the entire city paid tribute by closing banks, schools and 
business firms and through published resolutions.
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