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The Rinckel Mansion is located on the northwest corner of King and Curry Streets with
its entrance facing east on the Jatter. The exterior dimensions of the mansinn are
annroximately 40' ¥ 40" squars in degign with minor proiedtions and tws stories in heioht,
The fanndatinn is six feet in heirht. three feet above and three feot helow eround leval
and ie of nick-dreg=zed sandstone aghlar with nlain nroiectine water table, The walls are
of pressed brick, rerointed and erev in color, At the center of the east front is a nne-
gtory porch, six-sided in design between two canted bays, The porch columns are square
or nolygonal denending unon their nosition, They rest unnn nedestals and have mnlded
canitals with applied Fleur=-de-Lis ornaments orn the neck. Aleong the south wall of the
weet wing there is a two-bay norch, wooden in construction., Its eolumns are square
in design and arve chamfersd, This porch has a sheet-metal shed roof. There are three
chimneys with patternwork ovnamenting the cans. All are on the nerimeter. one centered nn
the north wall, one about ten feet from the front on the south wall and one on the west
wall about the same distance from the south wall corner. The Toof was oricinallv covered
with cedar shingles, but., todav, the one over the main two-storied nortion is covered with
stamped sheet-metal in a hexagon pattern., Ornamental metal cresting extends along the
sides of a deck and along the ridee of a smaller osabled roof abnve the nyaiection of the
snuthwest bav window, This metalwork annears wellenreserved, but is now in need of renair,
There are no dormers in the roof. The cornices consist of corona and cvmatinm sunnorted on
brackets. The bhrackets rest against a naneled frieze, one nanel hetwean each bracker.

This woodwork, as is the case with other sections of the exterinr, hadlv needs nainting,
The main druble donr on the east front is rectaneular and sheltered hy the novch mentinned

»

above, The lintel aprears to he nainted cast iron and 2 thin wood casino is inside the
brick openine, A transom with two lighte is set with ornsmental white etched glass and the
traﬂscmlbar is inciced with ornamental secrolls. The daors are of walnut, each with a larce
alazed nanel, the class being treat ornamentally, The rear door is located on the west
éide of the mansion. It has four nanels and a transom, There is a cellar under the rvear
kitchen wine., It is entered via a stairway opening off the kitchen and has a dirt floor,
In the interior of the mansinn. all the walls are plastered and either nainted or
panered, All interior doors are of nine and have two-light transoms, hinced in the middle,
Ali woodwork in the interior is=s Qraihéd with the excentinn of the dnaras and tvim which are

nainted white, The flenrine is nine and is cavered with either carnetine ~r linolemm. On
the first floor is the stairhalll s master bedranm, twn narlare. a dinine room and the
kitchen wing and hall. There are four hedrooms and a trunkroom on the sercond floor, each
bedroom with its own large bay window. The stairway is of the cantilever type, each tread
balanced and morticed so that no support is needed,

The grounds were once landscaped with trees and bushes, but are todav maintained in a
rather ﬁnsu}tarv fashinn, 1In spite of heinz unoceunied, the Rinckel Mansion has not been
vandalized and it looks much the same today as when it was occupied by the Rinckel family.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The Rinckel Mansion is of state historical significance hecause of its connection with
Mathias Ri,nglgéiﬁ a pioneer Carson Citv merchgnt, and becanse it is one of the finest
and hest-preserved examnles nf French Victoian architecture remaining in the American
‘West. 1Its designer and bnilder, Charles H. Jones, was a oraduate of the Beaux Arts
School of Paris and its exceptionally sturdv construction stands as a2 monument to

anarivedav craftemen whose work is today unrivaled.

In sddition to serving as the home of Matrhiss Rinckel and his familv, the mansion was
the ecene Af numernus sacial catherines over the vears, It hename widelv=known as one
on the area's most beautiful homes and no visit to Carson City was ronsidered comnlete
without a side~-trip to the mansion, :

Mathias Rinckel died in 1879, but his widow and her family continued to live in the
mansion until her death in 1933. The Rinckel's daughter, Louise, and her husband,
George F. Blakeslee,continued to reside there until her death in 1960, In addition to
living in the mansion, the Blakeslees onerated it as a private museum. They were
induced to do so in 1941 at the urging of the members of the cast of The Remarkable
Andrew, a Paramount Pictures film which used the mansion as a backdron in one of its
scenes, Followine Touise Rinckel Blakeslee's death, the mansion continued in
oneration as a museum until 1968 under the curatorship of Ronald Machadn of Carson City,

At ome time the mansion was offered to the astate of Nevada fnr nse as a misenm and
cultural faeility, but the money was never apnronviated, 1In recent vears a bveak-in
resnlted in the lnss of the family silverware, some furnishines and nortraits of
Mathias Rinckel and his wife, butr rhe exterior of the building has not been vandalized.
Many of the furnishings have been removed and sold by the Rinckel heirs in recent years,
but the original carpets, draperies, lighting fixtures and raintines remain,
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