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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Jeremiah Curtin House is a two story structure, measuring 24' 6" in
length by 19* deep., Its walls are approximately 18" thick and are construc-
ted of Milwaukee County limestone and mortar covered with plaster and stucco,
The roof is of split cedar shingles.,\ Window and door openings have been
closed off by the use of new doors and simulated shutters. A fireplace

(main floor) and chimney are situated on the east side of the house, A
number of roof rafters are natural timbers, smoothed on one (upper)side.

The basic physical appearance has changed little since its original con-
struction in 1846 or 1847, During much of the early 20th century the house
was used for storage purposes, but was restored in a W,P.A. project during
the 1930's, It subsequently suffered severely from vandalism, At the time
it was acquired by the Milwaukee County Historical Society in 1952, the
window glass and sash were badly damaged, the doors removed and the wooden
main floor torn up. Periodic repair efforts proved ineffective, and it was
concluded to close up the building several years ago until such time as a
permanent restoration and preservation program could be put into effect.

Important research data has been accumulated on the interior design of the
house and its furnishings at the time it was occupied by the Curtin family.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Jeremiah Curtin House is of significance and should be entered into
the National Register of Historic Places for several reasons:

\It is the family home and birthplace of an individual who gained national
and international recognition as an author, linguist, folklorist, trans-
lator and member of the U, S. Diplomatic Service. Following Jeremiah'
Curtin's graduation from Harvard in the 1860's, he served for some vears
as Secretary to the American Legation at St. Petersburg, Russia, During
his lifetime he mastered 70 languages and dialects. He wrote a number of
books and collected for publication important material on the legends and
folklore of the Irish, Slavs, Mongols and American Indians. He also made
important contributions to literature by translating into English the
works of Slavic writers, including the important Polish author Henry
Sienkiewicz.\\

The Curtin House (according to a newly found autobiography) was built in
1846 or 1847, and was the first stone dwelliing erected in the Greenfield
Township., It is, therefore, of architectural importance as the oldest
surviving structure in that region representing a significant trend in the
use of local natural resources for permanent construction purposes.

The Curtin House also serves as a focal point for the history of Irish
immigration to the rural areas of Milwaukee County. Curtin's parents
were part of a sizeable Irish colony that settled in this region in the
late 1830's., Almost totally ignored by historians, this settlement ante-
dated by a decade the better known Irish immigration to urban Milwaukee.
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