Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE: St s
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE West Virginia
s i .. COUNTY: .
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Jefferson
INVENTORY — NOMINATION FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
o o ENTRY NUMBER DATE
(Type all entries — complete applicable sections)

l;"l,!'l i i
py Retreat

ap

AND/OR HISTORIC: 7 S v
. . \h....
"Mordington"

EET AND
E;” &LpT

TS : ction
;;ﬂb N ﬁj\ St. Rt, 9, r;,.gk_k‘e e-f"‘eeme“‘“ﬁ’t“ﬁ‘@@t‘ at—the end-of-Blakeley Place. .
CITY.OR" TOWN: -

SEE

INSTRUCTIONS

340 an&wN e N B ]

[ Entertainment O Museum ] Scientific

Charles Town (2nd. Congressional District)
STATE B CopE [COUNTY: CoDE
West Virginia 54, Jefferson 037
CATEGORY ’ ACCESSIBLE
. WNE ’ STATUS
(Check One) OWNERSHIP y TO THE PUBLIC
“{{] District X Building [ Public Public Acquisition: K] Occupied Yes:
[ Site ] Structure Private [J In Process ] Unoccupied U Restricted
[] Object [7] Both © [ Being Considered (] Preservation work [ Unrestricted
- in progress No
PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) fn
: i ‘J
[ Agricultural ] Government O Park O Trqnspor \ ”'\'bl~ dhe
[ Commercial [ Industrial [X] Private Residence ] Other ( e [y) ﬁf
] Educational [ Military ] Religious

ME: = 9
. - 4
William G. and Mary B. Gavin 1 & =
. L
STREET AND NUMBER: NGV G tom
Happy Retreat (Mordington Avenue) < =
.lciTY orR TOWN: STATE: cobE Jé
Charles Town West Virginia 52 5
=
D )
. COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: a
Jefferson County Courthouse ¢ °
z
STREET AND NUMBER: & :<|
'-h .
[0
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE g
Charles Town West Virginia g
54
TITLE OF SURVEY: o
Historic American Buildings Survey =
|oaTE oF sUrRvEY: 1937 & Federal ‘T State [ County [ Local )
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: w g =z
. £ . . o
Division of Prints and Photographs RIS
STREET AND NUMBER: - 5 2 i
Library of Congress )
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: CODE i
' Washington -|District of Columbia 11 0
3
m




(Check One)
.. Excellent ' (] Good (J Fair |:| Deteriorated  [] Ruins . [ Unexposed

CONDITION (Check One)

- {1 Altered ‘X Unaltered -
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ThlS Whlte palnted structure is a class1ca1 rev1va1 brlck bu11d1ng w1th .a,
- 2%-story .central block and a palr of 2~story flanking wings. '

The northern facing front of the main building has a Doric pediment and an
eliptical fanlight below its gabled end. Directly below the fanlight on
the second floor is a window with 6/6 lights and side lights of 2/2. The.
centrally placed frontis piece consists of side lights and over. lights with
evidence of an eliptical relieving arch above the frame. Surrounding the
frontis piece is a four-columned Doric portico. There is a first and second
s tory window to the left and right of the portico. Each has 6/6 lights
splayed brick lintels, stone 31113, and black painted shutters.

The wings' three-part second story windows are smaller but similar to the
central second story window of the main house, but instead of side lights
~ there are side wooden panels into which narrow wooden louvered shutters
have been inserted. The first floor window frames in the wings show pin
construction in the 18th Century manner while window constructlon in the
main bu11d1ng shows later revival detail,

The primary unit is separated from the flanking wings by a five-foot brick
| connecting wall, and is projected about eight feet from them. Both wings
have stepped north south _ghlgs and a brlck cornice to the extreme- east
and west.

There is a low stone foundation with no watertable.
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Happy Retreat is architecturally significant because it is an example of
18th Centutry and 19th Century architecture combined; it is historically
significant because it was built and occupied by GColonel Charles Washington
founder of Charles Town and brother of General George Washlngton. '

s

Charles built Happy Retreat in»1780. It was a house of two wings connected
by a covered runway. Colonel Washington died before his plans for the

| central portion wére fulfilled and it was not until Judge Isaac R. Douglas

purchased the property in 1837 that the center structure was added. Judge
Douglas renamed the house Mordington after his home in Scotland. It was
known as Mordington until 1945, when its original name was restored.

In George Washington's remaining diaries are mentioned two visits to Happy -
Retreat. He is said to have spent the night in the "pink room" in the
upstairs west wing of the house. The famed Virginia Revolutiomary warrior,
General Daniel Morgan, met here with General Washington during one of the
visits,

The west wing dining room was used by Charles Washington as a study. Here
in 1786, he laid out plans for Charles Town, named for himself, to be built
on 80 acres of his land. The town square, where the courthouse stands, was
deeded by Colonel Washington as a glft to the town. :

At the surrender of Cornwallis at Yorktown, a ball was held at Happy
Retreat in the celebration of the event. Charles Washington's son, Lt.
George Augustine Washington, was a distinguished Revolutionary officer and
was aide-de-camp to General Lafayette. v

The original stone kitchen and adjoining smoke house are believed to pre-
date the original wings of the house. An octagonal white school house,
similar to the one in the garden at Mount Vermon, still survives in ex-
cellent condition. The stone slave quarters and barn have long 31nc?
disappeared.

Charles Washington served in the Virginia militia durihg the Revolution
and was also the builder of the famed Rising Sun Tavern in Fredericksburg
which was a favorite gathering place for Virginia patriots prior to the
war. :

Charles Washington died in 1799 and is buried on the estaté. In the 1930's
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8. SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

the Bee Line Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution placed a
memorial to Colonel Washington at the supposed site of his grave.

At the present time, Happy Retreat is occupied by Mary and William Gavin
and their eight children.




