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7 . D E S C R I P T I O N 

C O N D I T I O N 
K l E x c e l l e n t • Good • F o i r 

( C h e c k One) 

[ 1 De te r i o ra ted I I Ru ins O Unexposed 

(Chec i t One) 

5 3 A l t e r e d • U n a l t e r e d 

( C h e c k One) 

n Moved H O r i g i n o l Site 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( I I k n o w n ^ P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The Slade Spice Mil l , situated oti the Mil l Creek, a tributary of the Chelsea 
River, extends Into the water southwest from the land, with the street entrance on 
the northeast side. Here there is an open space originally paved for the use of 
wagons and now used for trucks. Beyond the narrow southwest end of the building, 
the dam, now greatly reduced in size by storms, extends across Mil l Creek. Revere 
Beach Parkway is about 25 feet to the northeast. 

• . ' r ! 

The dam is rapidly deteriorating and it, in conjunction with the Mil l Pond, is 
no longer used as a power source. The large mill building, in excellent condition, 
is still used to grind and mix spices. This is not the original building. The first 
structure, a grist mil l , was constructed on this site c. 1734, destroyed in 1795 and 
rebuilt c. 1823. It was burned in 1885, 1901 and 1902, each time rebuilt on the same 
spot. Some of the early timbers evidently were re-used as there is evidence of 
charring in existing interior supports. The pre-1901 structures were two stories 
high and originally there were only two mill water wheels (turbines) as versus the 
later four. 

The three story building is divided into two sections by a brick fire wall which 
extends across its entire width. The main section where the grinding and mixing 
takes place is 33 feet by 85 feet; the storage section, 27 feet by 45 feet, is located on 
the land end to the northeast. In the northeast corner of the main area is an interior 
elevator, capped by a small enclosure above roof level.' The frame building is 
covered by wooden shingles with asphalt shingles on the elongated hip roof. The 
narrow southwest end of the main building, facing the water, is two bays wide while 
on either side are seven bays. There is a narrow two story projection about eight 
feet wide which is attached to the northwest facade of the main processing area. It 
begins a few feet beyond the fourth bay and extends north to the fire wall. 

On the northwest facade the storage area has two windows on the third floor 
level, the remainder now covered with a large sign. The opposite, northeast facade, 
facing downstream, has a sliding door on the first floor, one window on the second 
and a window and door on the third. This latter door was once equipped with a pulley 
whereby supplies were lifted for storage. There are no windows on the land end. 

Large sections of the wooden floors on both the f irst and second floor levels 
are stained dark from nutmeg oil to a depth of several inches where the nutmeg was 
shelled and crushed, giving the wood a fine dark finish. 

The dam which enclosed the Mil l Pond extends from the southwest end of the 
mill building across Mi l l Creek about 200 feet. It is constructed of planks laid . 
against pilings, over which is dirt f i l l and then granite rocks. About 30 feet wide 
formerly, the dam starts beyond a twelve foot tidal sluiceway at the point the tide 
enters the pond adjacent to the mil l . In the past the floor of the sluiceway was lined 
with non-absorbent African mahogany, "ironwood, " to prevent tidal currents from 
scouring the bottom, which would have allowed water to escape under the closed 
sluice gates. The walls of the sluiceway are formed by large cut granite blocks, 
originally unmortared; the northwest wall supports the narrow, water end of the 
building. , ...4:^.f.Vv.. ••. ' K. - - j - • . ^ -; : - / • ^ 
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7. Description 

About eight feet toward land from this vertical granite foundation is another like 
it, beyond which the building is supported by parallel rows of pilings running across the 
narrow width from northwest to southeast about six feet apart. Surmounting the granite 
supports and pilings are ten inch oak timbers on which the stringers are laid. 

The Mill Pond was filled by the action of tidal currents opening the tidal sluice 
gates as the tide came in and closing them as the tide began to ebb. The cellar, open 
downstream, contained the four water wheels which ran the stones of the mill . The 
blades of these horizontal wheels, shaped Like small propellers and encased in upright 
wooden cylinders, were activated by the force of water released by raising a small 
gate from the filled Mil l Pond. The wheels, originally wooden and later replaced with 
specially cast iron, turned gears above by means of a drive shaft, which then turned the 
mill stones. Obviously this power source was intermittent, available for only six or 
seven hours out of twelve. 

One set of cast iron gears, also originally wooden, installed beside a set of 
mill stones, sti l l exists today. Below at cellar level, one casing, possibly the only 
one extant on the Atlantic Coast, can still be seen at low tide though the water wheel it 
covered is gone. The remains of a wheel that raised and lowered the gates of the mill 
run still exist on the f i rs t floor, sluiceway side. The gears that manipulated the draw­
bridge over the sluiceway, allowing the Chelsea workers to return home across the 
Mil l Creek, are not original but are very similar to those that were there. 
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S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The Slade Spice Mill in Revere is one of the two remaining mills in Massa­
chusetts which were tide powered; the other is now inoperative and rebuilt as a 
residence. The D. & L . Slade Spice Company, the oldest producing spice company 
in the United States, began operations on this site in 1827 under the management of 
Henry Slade who first ground only corn and snuff. Ten years later Henry's sons, 
David and Levi, instigated the grinding of cinnamon which they delivered in barrels 
to local housewives and later to grocers in Boston. This proved so popular that the 
company expanded into grinding and packaging all spices. While the grinding and 
mixing still takes place in the Revere mill, in later years the packaging has been 
done in the Slade Company's Boston headquarters on State Street. The prosperous 
company was owned and operated by a member of the Slade family for nearly 150 
years. Only recently has an outsider taken over the presidency. 

The location, first used as a mill site in 1734 for grinding corn, was 
intrinsic to the operation of the mill by providing the tide which supplied the mill 
with power. The Slade Company used this means of operation until c. 1930 (by then 
combined with electrical power), unusually late for this type of mill. 

The engineering significance of the Slade Mill lies in the fact that it used one 
of the earUest of the horizontal (turbine) water wheels, powered by the release of 
dammed water and depending on tidal action which allowed the mill stones to move 
during a part of each day. A few original parts of the machinery remain in the mill 
today, evidently having escaped the many fires, (see Physical Appearance statemen 

The military significance of the Slade Spice Mill is rather indirect. In 1775 
a naval engagement was fought just downstream from the mill and resulted in one of 
the earliest naval victories of the Revolution. The presence of the dam prevented 
the British warships from proceeding up the Mill Creek which would have put them 
in firing range of Chelsea. 
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1. Northwest Facade showing mill pond (Photograph: Dr. Peveril Meigs, 1972) 



2. Southeast facade and dam (Photograph: Dr. Peveril Meigs, 1972) 
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NOnCES MASSACHUSETTS 7503 

Boiton. KING'S CHAPEL B U R Y I N G 
GROUND, Tremont St.. (5-2-74) 
PH0026735 

Boston. LONG WHARF AND CUSTOM­
HOUSE BLOCK, Foot of State St., (11-13-
66) PH0O26956 NHL. 

Boston. MASSACHUSETTS G E N E R A L 
HOSPITAL, Fruit St., (12-30-70) 
PH0026760 NHL; HABS. 

Boston. MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL 
SOC/E7T BUILDING. 1154 Boykton St., 
(10-15-66) PH0026948 NHL. 

Boston. MASSACHUSETTS STATEHOUSE, 
Beacon Hill, (10-15-66) PH0026930 NHL; 
HABS. 

Boston. N E L L , WILLIAM C , HOUSE, 3 
Smith Ct , (5-11-76) NHL. 

Boston. O L D C/7T H A L L , School and 
Providence Sts., (12-30-70) PH002692I 
HABS; NHL. 

Boston. OLD CORNER BOOKSTORE, NW 
comer of Washington and School Sts., (4-
11-73) PH0026778 

Boston. OLD NORTH CHURCH, (CHRIST 
CHURCH EPISCOPAL), 193 Salem St.. 
(10-15-66) PHOI21673 NHL; HABS; C. 

Boston. OLD SOUTH CHURCH IN BOSTON. 
645 Boylston St., (12-30-70) PH0026913 
NHL. 

Boston. O L D SOUTH MEETINGHOUSE, 
Milk and Washington Su . . (10-15-66) 
PH0I22556 NHL; HABS; G . 

Boston. O L D STATEHOUSE, Washington and 
State Sts . (10-15-66) PH0046370 NHL. 

Boston. O L D WEST CHURCH, 131 Cam­
bridge St., (12-30-70) PH0026905 NHL; 
HABS. 

Boston. OTIS, (FIRST) HARRISON GRAY, 
HOUSE, 141 Cambridge St., (12-30-70) 
PH0026689 NHL; HABS. 

Boston. O m , (SECOND) HARRISON 
GRAY, HOUSE. 85 Mt. Vernon St., (7-27-
73) PH0026786 HABS. 

Boston. PARK S T R E E T DISTRICT, Tremont, 
Park, and Beacon Sts., (5-1-74) PH0006416 

Boston. PARKMAN. FRANCIS, HOUSE, 50 
Chestnut St., (10-15-66) PH0121649 NHL. 

Boston. PIERCE-HICHBORN HOUSE, 29 
North Sq., (11-24-68) PH012I690 NHL; 
HABS. 

Boston. QUINCY MARKET, S. Market St., 
(11 • 13-66) PH0006441 NHL. 

Boston. R E V E R E , PAUL, HOUSE, 19 North 
. Sq.,(l0-15-66) PHOI22564 NHL. 
Boston. SEARS, DAVID, HOUSE, 42 Beacon 

St.. (12-30-70) PH0006483 NHL. 
Boston. SOUTH END DISTRICT, South Bay 

area between Huntington and Harrison 
Aves., (5-8-73) PH0O065O5 a. 

Boston. SOUTH STATION HEADHOUSE, At­
lantic Ave. and Summer St., (2-13-75) 

Boston, s r . PAUL'S CHURCH, 136 Tremont 
St., (12-30-70) PH0006475 NHL. 

Boston. ST. STEPHEN S CHURCH, Hanover 
St. between Clark and Harris Sts.. (4-14-75) 

Boston. SUFFOLK COUNTY 
COURTHOUSE, Pemberton Sq., (5-8-74) 
PH00065I3 

Boston. SUMNER, C H A R L E S , HOUSE, 20 
• Hancock St., (11 -7-73) NHL. 
Boston. SYMPHONY AND HORTICUL­

TURAL HALLS, Massachusetts and 
Huntington Aves., (5-3()-75) c. 

Boston. TREMONT S T R E E T SUBWAY. 
Beneath Tremont, Boylston, and Washing­
ton Stj., (10-15-66) PHOI21657 NHL. 

Boston. TRINITY CHURCH, Copley Sq., (7-1 -
74) PH0006696 NHL. 

Boston. TRINITY RECTORY, Clarendon and 
Newbury Sts.. (2-23-72) PH0006688 

Boston. U.5.5. CONSTITUTION ( O L D IRON-
S I D E S l Boston Naval Shipyard. (10-15-66) 
NHL. 

Boston. WINTHROP BUILDING, 7 Water St.. 
(4.18-74) PH0006700 

Boston. YOUTH'S COMPANION BUILDING 
(SAWYER BUILDING), 209 Columbus 
Ave.. (5-2-74) PH0006718 

Boston Harbor. F O R T WARREN, Georges 
Island, (8-29-70) PH0026701 NHL. 

Boston (Roxbury). HALE, EDWARD 
E V E R E T T , HOUSE, 12 Morlcy St., (5-8-73) 
PH0026727 HABS. 

Boston vicinity. FORT INDEPENDENCE 
( F O R T WILLIAM), Castle Island. (10-15-
70)0. 

Charlestown. PHIPPS STREET BURYING 
GROUND, Phipps St.. (5-15-74) 
PH0006726 

Charlestown, TOWN HILL DISTRICT, 
Bounded roughly by Rutherford Ave. and 
Main and Warren Sts.. ( S I 1-73) 
PH0006670 HABS. 

Chelsea. BELLINGHAM-CARY HOUSE. 34 
Parker St.. (9-6-74) 

Chelsea. NAVAL HOSPITAL BOSTON 
HISTORIC DISTRICT, 1 Broadway, (8-14-
73) 

Dorchester. B L A K E , JAMES, HOUSE, 735 
Columbia Rd., (10-15-66) PH0026573 
HABS; C. 

Dorchester. CLAPP HOUSES, 199 and 195 
Boston St., (5-2-74) PH0026603 HABS; O. • 

Dorchester. DORCHESTER NORTH BURY­
ING GROUND, Stoughton St. and Colum­
bia Rd.. (4-18-74) PH0026654 

Dorchester. P I E R C E HOUSE, 24 Oakton 
Ave.. (4-26-74) PH0O06432 HABS. 

Dorchester. TROTTER, WILLIAM MONROE. 
HOUSE, 97 Sawyer Ave., (5-11-76) NHL. 

Jamaica Plain. LORING-CREENOUGH 
HOUSE, 12 South St., (4-26-72) 
PH0026751 G. 

Revere. S L A D E SPICE M I L L , 770 Revere 
Beach Pkwy.. (6-30-72) PH0006491 

Roxbury. GARRISON, WILLIAM LLOYD, 
HOUSE, 125 HighUnd St., (10-15-66) 
PHOI 21665 NHL. 

Roxbury. JOHN ELIOT SQUARE DISTRICT, 
John Eliot Sq., (4-23-73) HABS. 

Roxbury. KFTTREDGE, ALVAH, HOUSE, 12 
Linwood St., (5-8-73) PH0026743 

Roxbury. ROXBURY HIGH FORT 
(HIGHLAND PARK), Beech Glen St. at 
Fort Ave., (4-23-73) PH0006467 

Roxbury. SHIRLEY-EUSTI5 HOUSE, 31-37 
Shirley St.. (10-15-66) PH0046400 NHL; 
HABS. 

West Roxbury. BROOK FARM. 670 Baker St., 
(10-15-66) PH0029696 NHL. 

worctjier 
Worcester. WORCESTER F I V E CENTS 

SAVINGS BANK. i l 6 Main St., (9-13-78) 

witrcester county 
SHIRLEY SHAKER VILLAGE, 

Refertnce—see MuSdIesei County 
1767 MILESTONES. Reference—ste Hamp­
den County 

Athol. PEQUOIG HOTEL, Main St., (11-17-
78) 

Auburn vicinity. GODDARD ROCKET 
LAUNCHING SITE, Ninth fairway. 
Pakachoag Golf Course, Pakachoag Rd.. 
(11-13-66) PH0046396 NHL. 

Barre. BARRE COMMON DISTRICT, 
Bounded roughly by South, Exchange, 
Main. Pleasant, Broad, School and Grove 
Sts., (5-4-76) 

Boylston. GOUGH. JOHN B., HOUSE, 215 
Main St., (3-19-74) NHL. 

Chariton. NORTHSIDE VILLAGE HISTORIC 
DISTRICT. Stafford St., Northside and 
Cemetery Rds.. (10-5-77) 

Chariton. SPURR. JOHN, HOUSE, Main St.. 
(4-26-76) 

Chariton vicinity. RIDER TAVERN, NE of 
Charlton on Stafford St.. off U.S. 90. (5-19-
76) 

Clinton. BIGELOW CARPET M I L L , Union 
and High SU., (12-22-78) 

Rtchburg. FAY CLUB, 658 Main St.. (1-31-
78) 

Fitchburg. MONUMENT PARK HISTORIC 
DISTRICT, Monument Park and environs N 
of Main St., (5-16-78) 

Harvard. FRUITLANDS. Prospect Hill, (3-19-
74) NHL. 

Holden. H O L D E N CENTER HISTORIC DIS­
TRICT. Main, Maple, Highland, and Reser­
voir Sts , (12-22-77) 

Lancaster. CENTER VILLAGE DISTRICT, Ir­
regular pattem along Main St., (9-15-77) 

Lancaster. F I R S T CHURCH O F CHRIST, 
LANCASTER. Facing the Common. (12-30-
70) PH0006769 NHL; HABS; G . 

Lancaster NORTH VILLAGE HISTORIC 
DISTRICT, (\\-2i-n) 

Lancaster. THAYER, NATHANIEL, ESTATE, 
438 S. Main St., (7-6-76) 

Lancaster vicinity. LANCASTER INDUSTRI­
AL SCHOOL FOR G I R L S . SE of Lancaster 
on Old Common Rd., (10-8-76) 

Lancaster vicinity. LANE, ANTHONY, 
HOUSE, N E of Lancaster on Seven Bridge 
Rd., (11-7-76) 

Milford. M I L F O R D TOWN HALL, 52 Main 
St., (9-22-77) 

Millbury. WATERS, ASA. MANSION, 123 Elm 
St.. (2-14-78) 

North Brookfield vicinity. MATTHEWS 
F U L L I N G M I L L SITE, NW of North 
BrookHeld off Murphy Rd., (11-12-75) 

North Uxbridge. ROGERSON'S VILLAGE 
HISTORIC DISTRICT, N and S sides of 
Hartford Ave , (11-23-71) PH0006831 G. 

Northborough. N 0 R T H 8 0 R 0 U G H TOWN 
HALL, NE corner of W. Main and Blake St.. 
(2-23-72) PH0006807 

Northbridgc and vicinity. BLACKSTONE 
CANAL, E of MA 122 between Northbridgc 
and Uxbridge, (2-6-73) PH0006734 

Oxford. BARTON. CLARA. HOMESTEAD, 3 
mi. W of Oxford on Clara Barton Rd., (9-
22-77) 

Oxford vicinity. HUDSON HOUSE, NE of Ox­
ford on Hudson Rd.. (2-8-78) 

Petersham vicinity. GAY FARM (NEGUS 
H I L L ) , S of Petersham off Nichewaug Rd., 
(9-22-77) 

Royalston. ROYALSTON COMMON 
HISTORIC DISTRICT, Main St.. Frye Hill 
Rd.. and A thul Rd., (12-12-76) 

Rutland. PUTNAM, GEN. RUFUS, HOUSE, 
344 Main St., (11-28-72) PH0006823 NHL; 
HABS. 

Shrewsbury. SHREWSBURY HISTORIC DIS­
TRICT, Church Rd., Main, Prospect, Boyl­
ston, and Graflon.Su., (10-8-76) 

Shrewsbury. WARD. G E N . ARTEMAS, 
HOMESTEAD. Main St., opposite Dean 
Park, (5-4-76) 

South Lancaster. SOUTH LANCASTER EN-
GINE HOUSE, 283 S. Main St.. (10-22-76) 

Sturbridge. STURBRIDGE COMMON 
HISTORIC DISTRICT. Main St. between 
Hall Rd. and 1-86, (11-9-77) 

Uxbridge vicinity. FRIENDS 
MEETINGHOUSE, S of Uxbridge o.. MA 
146,(1-24-74) PH0006777 

West Boylston. O L D STONE CHURCH. Off 
MA 140.(4-13-73) PH00068I5 
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