


7. Historical data. Explain the historical/ar chitectural importance of this ar ea.

' -ir" 1" Vg A2ri'3h CArL: r
social ar.d religiou;;- activities of that part of Andover lyirg vest of the
Shcwiiieen Rivtir. Historically anactive church, -vihi:crih-rc huilt their
om meetinnhouse even bhefore the parish was legally set of f. Vest Parish
Center oririncted ptirtly frorr, geographical convenience, but itshistorical
end architectiaral cohesion is largely the result of a strong religiou."
eronir.unity*

The district is characterized by sinple 18th'and early 19th centur-y
farr.houses clustered about a classical church anda burying groa-id Tho
open fanr.land has been filled inwith unobtrusive 20th cent'ury capes. The
old creen (once atraining ground for the mlitie) has since becone part of
rrodern traffic intersection, andthe old district school house has been |aov®

across Lovell Street t oa back lot. Cher?v'ise, much i s the sane— and verv

preserved. As described at the turn of this cent'ur? Faxish Centeri s

"model country parish... alarge andregul ar covicregatio-n, a devout and hi ghly

f-sr.r oriec 'cn riC bershlp, and intelligent, ?elf-.; finc conna;

fanilies with a manufacturer (Peter S:aith) and a fev; of his enpl oyees and

househol ds r.ace the constituency of the Parish 1 at (1)
".vest Perisri Center hashadlittle inthe viay of industry or cor-r.-ierce t o

‘recorrJT.end i tto history, unlike other areas i n Andover. Until recentlyr.ost

Vst Paris';: families were far.Tiers (although shoenakers were also.found herei n
surprising ab-undance). The Andover Grange, organized in 1S90, was anirr.portant
secul ar group, acting t opromote the social, economc, and ticai .nterests
¢f farmers. Tlie attendance of some 200 persons at onetine attestedto its

popularity. The Gange built itsfirst hall on Lov.'ell Street near the present
cerretciry arch; this waai”oved across the street ca. 1908 andv,as razed i n 1972

VJest Parish Ch-urch, Reservation Rd. Theje\-.'ee of the West Parish Centeri s
undo'jbtedly itschurch. Dedicated in 1826, the elegant Federal style meeting-
house i s the ol dest house of worship standing i n the Andovers. bul I dine is
constructed of local grartite andoriginally had a square tower andthree entr\-
doors inthe front. Theinterior was renovated in 1843, andthe present spire
and w'ndov/s were added i n 1853.  The Spanish tile roof v'a probably added d*urino
Wllia.mv;ocd'5 era of inprovenmients, ca. 1908. successful 'unionof evies, _,
building is IocaIIy regarded as "a substantial andreally beautiful edifice.fcr
a countr'--" narish." (2) Avestry built across Reservation Road in 185Gstood ur.t:
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early maps, etc.



1 1'J tJh.
ga>es here date frcmthe 1VSGs, v;hen the burying gro'.r:d v;as nruc'n s.v.aller and

opened onto Lovell Street. L'.anufact-urer Villiar.; Mood planned and financed
several major inprovenents about 1903. Tnesc included rebuilding the
circuj.iferance v;all, adding a substantial anoant of property, b-uilding tru-ee
entrances (in*luding the monunental arch facing the ch'urcrj, and con.-tructing
a smal | Rontnc-squc chapal '"*-ith Tiffany v;indows a.d Spc.nish Col Gni._| Revival
touches.

Alrbct S.;nyr.n-Ro-yntQv  House, 173 Lowell St. Built for Zebediah A2 bot, shop-
keeper, ca 1730. F urchased by ."ibbot's son Zebediah, who was a charter nemer
and de.-con of the West Parish Church. Kis daughter /aT. married Capt. Johm
Stanyan, another charter menber of the West Parish Church. Mter several
interrriediate o\v-ners, the house was bought i n 1868 by Benjamin Boynton, shoe

m anufacturer. Tne clapboard house i s a spacious 25 stories, with a gable roof,
center entrance, and side chinrieys. The broad 5bay facade i s articulated by
lar*e, elegantly detailed v;indov;s.

Deaco."! 3olo:r.on Holt [-"ar., | | | Reservation HI. Tiie house v.'a huilt ¢ 1810

for Solomon Holt (Sr.) one of the nost prominent men of triis parish. Holt

was president of the V.'esterly Meeting House (-.apany, donated the |ands nec-
*essar-y for b-uilding the ineetingho use and the first parsonage, and ser'.'ed as a
deacon for fo'ur years until his death i n 1830, Solomon, Jr, succeeded hw. as a
.deacon, inherited the Holt Farm and wa adnmired as "a hurd-worki.ng nan, cf

-luch care and responsibility." (3) The Holts" 130 acre farm rentained i nthe
famly until 1893. The 2H story building has a gable roof and S bay facade

viith center entrance; i tis nost notable architecturally for its finely detailed
doorway, which sports a dentilled pedi-tient, double pilasters, and panelled fries-:

A-'-ct-Brov.'n House, 161 Lowell St. B uilt for Herman Abbot (brother of Zebediah,
abov-e), ca. |"SCs. Herman Abbot kept a tavern here, v?hcre the stage coach from
Lo-v;ell to Salem stopped. Vi/ith the coming of the railroad i nthe 1S30.§ stage
coaches di sappeared and the house changed hands several tinies before 18-':2 From
1842 wuntil 1934, the house remained inthe famly of Atemas Brc-.n. The clap-
board house is 22 stories with a broad gable reef, pedinmented cente.:: entrance,
and side chimieys. The 5-bay facade i s distinguished by original 812 and 12/12
v; i ndov; s.

Osgood 3arna>d House, 174 Lov;ell St. Built ca. 1810-30 for Osgood Barnard,

"an ol d-fashioned shoemaker... (I)n his neat little shop inthe front yard of
his comfortable dwelling house, seated on the bench.... he receiver '[;ith simple
digrity .hisvisitors, and talks with nore good sense on cu.rrent topics and past
events than some men talk v,ho wear broadclothar.d sit v.'ith digr_itaries i n seats

of honor." (') O.vnei™hip of the house remained in the Barnard family into the
| GSCs. The simnle Federal-style structure i s 2 stories svith a hip roof, r- -
5-bay facade, and classical center door->.'ay. .Beiiind the house is ay-f-- ilr-*

structure -.Mhich i s believed to be the original V'ct Center School, bur-"- e



PARISH CSCTZ

, 1 GGLovjell St. Built in 132? hy (anc for) I'loses
Cal eb Richardson, a shoe manufacturer, bought the bourse.-In
1546, andi t stayed inhis famlyuntil 1875  Askillfully proportioned Fec.eraZz
ctyl- building, the house has 2 narrov; stories under a hipned roof. Its S bc'
fa;-dr. is centered by a graceful door-.-jay v;ith |leeded glass transor,, andside-
licht--: andanltalianate oortico.

Rev. Samuel Jackson House, 197 Shawsheen RI. Built in 1830 forth-:

mini.-t2r of the '.."est Parish Ch'urch, Samuel Jackson, onland given bv

Solomon Holt ev.pressly "inconsiderationthat said Jackson has agreedt o

erect ad.';elling house onthe land." (5) Possibly designed by Jacob Chickering,
th? '-'."lilding was ov.T.ed privately by Revs. Jacicson endPierce. Chickering acted
as rv;intermediary intransferring title to the Trustees of \fest Parish, who
maintained i t as a parsonage until 1926. Tnis important transitional design
has the traditional eaves-touching w.ndows andcenter entrance, but boasts an
unpar”* leled door frame of Geelc fretwork. Facade walls, v'indcwn, and door

arc frchmeu by cha,nnelled architraves andpunctuated by sinmple cornerbloc'cs.

Phel p" ;louse, 183 Llov;el", St. Built in 1846 for Herman Phelps, afarmer. Sold
in 1869 to WIliamBailey, a shoema:<er, whose fami |y lived here until 1891,
Later occupied by Franl-: Hardy and his son, whoran a store at the corner of
Lowel | andBeacon Streets andoperated abrush f-ctory in abuilding i.nback
of the house. Avrere exaniple of stone construction, tlie Geek .Revival cottage
‘s built of co'ursed ashlar I>zstories high, v'it;") granite e;indov; sills and
lintels. Tlie side hall plan includes a sidelight-ed doorway. -Asinmple but
"vigorous design®

T-ck House, 139 Lowell St. Built ca. 1863-69 for John Tucl: 2d., a farmer.
IrJierited by his son Mdses Warren Tuck, a shoemai-ier, viho |ived here until 1907.
A modest clapboard version of Greek Revival onthe same plan as 183 Lov;ell,
this -v.-ell-sct house has a sin*.pleclassical door'~ay and wide windo'v lintels
viitri coriiice mold.ing.

Burtt House, 1QOLov."ell St. Built between 1834 and 1839 for Edward B urtt,
a mfirk:.t gord-t:".":-r. The " ernacular Queen .Awne cottage- i r V2stories, v.'ith a
gable roof perpendicular to the street. Tnedesign is distinguishedbyits
side hall plan, fancifull'y sd.-mporch brac]:ets dnd posts, andfacece v.-indov,
cornices. Several ells coniiect the house v;ith alarge barn at the rear.

CA Holt House, 202 Shawsheen Rd. Built ca. 1872-S4 for CA Holt (thought
to he Charles Abbey Holt, b. IS4S5\;hc is said to hnve gone to South A -ierica.
Bought between 1384 and 1888 by GF. Blake. Anoutstanding example of the
Queen Anne/ Eastl ake style in Andover, this hone e:;hibits al |l the eccentricity
for v;hich the period fs knovm Thebasic L-shape i s draraatically broken by
a diagonal corner pavilion, and flat planes arc relieved by an ovcr' nanging
ad stcry, decorative shingling, carving, andstick'vork. El-aborate gable
SCV.-0+.. ;ind plicnt treatment of porch details are perhaps the nost evtra-
crc_nary ind'.-idual features. Arich andimaginativc-lyconceived dcsion,

al though av;kv;ardly balanced.



JHir-":orical Data (continued)

-0' -.n.---1 St. Built ce. 1920. A simple Bungalov; hor.-e of 2z stories. Tlie
Atxy~zt\\xc.'s wi de gable roof encloses afull-length recessed porch. V\.'ooden
"AiT-iir.  are accented by a cobblestone chimey end porch paro.pot. The un-
nret™nticuE building i snmost notable as t heonly exanple of itsperiod i nthe

(1) Rev. James G Merrill, "The Ministry of theRev. Janes G Kerrill",
Historical Sketches of theWst Parish Church (.Ado-.-er, KA (".vest Parish
Church?), 1905), pp. 61-62 / Nor

(2) S-ar-al": L. Bailey, Historical Sketches of Andover (Boston: Houghton, Mffli
and Co., 1880), p. 475. - o

V3} Rev. WlliamC Kerrill, "An Histcrical Address,” Historicaj i ceocnes ot
the West Parish Church, p. 54

(4) Bailey, Historical Sicetches of Andover, pp. 104-105

(F) Salem Registry of Deeds; Book 259, Page 72 (1830)

Vst Parish Center is significant for its associations with v;estemAndover's
agricultural andreligious devel opment. |n addition, the area i s notable for

its residential andecclesiastical structuresinthe Georgian, Federal, and G eek
Revival styles. VWést Parish Center retains integrity of design, materials,

v/ orkmanship, and setting, andneets Criteria A and Cof the National Register.
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7. Historical data. Explain the historical/architectural importance o this area.

VEST?PAR SHAENTER

For nearly three centuries Vst Parish Center has been t hefocus for the
social andreligious activities of that part of Andover lying west of the
Shawsheen River. Historically anactive church, subscribers built their
own neet i nghouse even before t heparish was legally set off. Vst Parish
Centejf originated partly from geographical convenience, but its historicad
and architectural cohesion is largely theresult of astrong religious "
conmuni ty.

The district i s characterized by sinple |$th andearly 19th century
farmouses cl ustered about a classical church and a burying ground. The
open farm and has been filled inwith unobtrusive 20th centiiry capes. The
old green (once atraining ground for the militia) has since becone part of a
nodemtraffic intersection, andthe old district school house has been noved
across Lowel|l Street toaback lot. Oherwise, nmuchis thesame— andvery well
preserved. As described at theturn of this century, Wst Parish Center isa
"nmodel country parish... alarge andregular congregation, a devout and highly
esteened church nme{nbership, andintelligent, self-respecting conpany of farmers'
famlies with amniafacturer (Peter Smth) and a fewof his enployees and their
househol ds made t he constituency of theParish well nigh ideal of its kind." (1)

Vst Parish Center has hadlittle i nthe way of industry or coranerce t o
recoomend it tohistory, unlikeother areas i n Andover. Until recently nost
Vst Parish famlies were farners (although shoenakers were al sa“found herei n
surprising abundance). The Andover G ange, organized in 1890, was an inportant
secsii'ar group, acting topronote thesocial, economc, andpolitical interests
of farmers. The attendance of sone 200 persons at onetime attestedto its
popularity. The Gangebuilt its first hall onLowell Street near the present
cemetary arch; this waa noved across t hestreet ca. >1908 and V\a\S razed i n1972.

. r

Vst Parish Church, Reservation Rd. Thejewel of tha Vst Paryi sh Centeri s
undoubtedly its church. Dedicated in 1826, theelegant Federal style meeting-
house i s t heol dest house of worship standing i nthe Andovers. Thebuildingi s
constructed of local graniteandoriginally hada square tower andthree entry
doors inthefront. Theinterior was renovated in 1843, andt hepresent spire
and wi ndows were added i n 1863.  The Spanish tile roof was probably added dxxring
Wlliara Vdod"'s eraof i nprovenents, ca. 1908. A successful union of styles, the
building i slocally regarded as "asubstantial andreally beautiful edifice.for
a country parish.” (2) Avestry built across Reservation Road i n 1856 stood until

AUMogrl Ahrawe?r 2984l | cl s™i SBh\ As°AnAn 19%Jih%cP~rkovds,
early maps, etc.
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VEEST PAR SH CENTER Page 2

7. Historical Data (continued)

Vst Parish Cemetary« Lowell St., Reservation Rd., and Cutler Rd. The earliest
graves here date fromthe 1790s, when the burying ground was much smaller and
opened onto Lowell Street. Manufacturer Wlliam VWod planned and financed
several major inprovenments about 1908. These included rebuilding the -
circunferance wall, adding a substantial anmount of property, building three
entrances (including the nonumental arch facing the church), and constructing

a smal | Romanesque chapel with Tiffany wi ndows and Spanish Colonial Revival

t ouches. 45,

Abbot Stanyan-Boynton House, 173 Lowell St. Built for Zebediah Abbot, shop-
keeper, ca 1780. Purchased by Abbot's son Zebediah, who was a charter nenber
and deacon of the Wst Parish Church. His daughter Ann married Capt. Johm
Stanyan, another charter nenber of the West Parish Church. After several .
intermedi ate owners, the house was bought i n 1868 by Benjam n Boynton, shoe
manuf acturer. The clapboard house i s a spacious 2% stories, with a gable roof,
center entrance, and side chimeys. The broad 5-bay facade is articulated by
large, elegantly detailed w ndows. A , y

Deacon Sol onon Holt Farm 111 Reservation RJ.. The house was built ca 1810

for Solomon Holt (Sr.) one of the nost prominent nen of this parish. Holt

was president of the Westerly Meeting House Conpany, donated ithe | ands nec-
essary for building the meetinghouse and the first parsonage, and served as a
deacon for four years until his death i n 1830. Sol onon, Jr, succeeded him as a
deacon, inherited the Holt Farm and was admired as "a hard-working man, of

much care and responsibility." (3) The Holts' 130 acre farmremined inthe
fam |y until 1893. The 2h story building has a gable roof and 5-bay facade

with center entrance; i ti s most notable architecturally forits finely detailed
doorway, which sports a dentilled pediment, double pilasters, and panelled frieze.

Abbot - Brown House, 161 Lowell St. Built for Herman Abbot (brother of Zebedi ah,
above), ca. 1780s. Hernan Abbot kept a tavern here, where the stage coach from
Lowfell to Sal em stopped. Wth the conming of the railroad i nthe 1830s, stage
coaches di sappeared and the house changed hands several times before 1842. From
1842 wuntil 1934, the house remained inthe famly of Artemas Brown. The clap-
board house i s 2h stories with a broad gable roof, pedimented center entrance”
and side chimeys. The 5-bay facade i s distinguished by original 812 and 12/12
wi ndows. -,

Osgood Barnard House, 174 Lowell St. Built ca. 1810-30 f or Gsgood Barnard,

"an ol d-fashi oned shoemaker... (I)n his neat little shop i nthe front yard of

his comfortable dwelling house, seated on the bench... he receiveswith sinmple
dignity hisvisitors, and talks with nmore good sense on current topics and past
events than sone nen talk who wear broadclothand sit with dignitaries i n seats
of honor." (4) Owmership of the house remained i nthe Barnard famly into the
1880s. The sinple Federal-style structure i s 2 stories with a hiproof, plain
5-bay facade, and classical center doorway. Behind the house i s a small I story
structure which isbelieved to be the original Wst Center School, built in 1848.
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Historical Data (continued)

Moses Parker House, 166 Lowell St. Built in 1829 by (and for) Moses Parker,
housewright, Caleb Richardson, a shoe manufacturer, bought the house in

1846, and i tstayed inhis famlyuntil 1875, A skillfully proportioned Federal -
style building, the house has 2 narrow stories ijnder a hipped roof. Its5-bay
facade i s centered by a graceful doorway with |eaded glass transom and side-
lights and an Italianate portico-

Rev. Samuel Jackson House, 197 Shawsheen Rd. Built in 1830 for the first
minister of the West Parish Church, Sanuel Jackson, on |and given by

Sol onmon Holt expressly "inconsiderationthat said Jackson has agreed to

erect a dwelling house on the land." (5) Possibly designed by Jacob Chickering,
the building was owned privately by Revs. Jackson and Pierce. Chickering acted
as an intermediary intransferring title to the Trustees of Wst Parish, who
maintained i tas a parsonage until 1926. This important transitional design ' =
has the traditional eaves-touching wi ndows and center entrance, but boasts an
unparall el ed door frame of Geek fretwork. Facade walls, windows, and door

are framed by channelled architraves and punctuated by sinple cornerblocks.

Phel ps House, 183 Lowell St. Built in 1846 for Herman Phel ps, a farmer. Sold
in 1869 to WlliamBailey, a shoemaker, whose family lived here until 1891;
Later occupied by Frank Hardy and his son, who ran a store at the corner of
Lowel | and Beacon Streets and operateKi a brush factory in a building in back
of the house. A rare exanple of stone construction, the Geek Revival cottage
is built of coursed ashlar ih stories high, with granite w ndow sills and
lintels. The side hall plan includes a sidelighted doorway. A sinple but

vi gorous design. «;

Tuck House, 189 Lowell St. Built ca. 1863-69 for John Tuck 2d., a farmer.
Inherited by his son Mboses Warren Tuck, a shoemaker, who lived here until 1907.
A nodest clapboard version of Greek Revival on the sane plan as 183 Lowel |,
this well-set house has a sinple classical doorway and w de wi ndow lintels
with cornice molding.

Burtt House, 160 Lowell St. Built between 1884 and 1839 for Edward W Burtt,
a market gardener. The vernacul ar Queen Anne cottage is stories, with a
gable roof perpendicular to the street. The design is distinguishedbyits
side hall plan, fancifully sawn porch brackets and posts, and facade wi ndow
cornices. Several ells connect the house with a |arge barn at the rear.

CA Holt House, 202 Shawsheen RI. Built ca. 1872-84 for CA Holt (thought
to be Charles Abbey Holt, b. 1848jWwo is said to have gone to South Anerica.
Bought between 1884 and 1888 by GF Blake. An outstanding exanple of the
Queen Anne/ Eastlake style in Andover, this home exhibits al lthe eccentricity
for which the period is known. The basic L-shape i s dramaticallybroken by
a diagoiial comer pavilion, and flat planes are relieved by an overhanging
2nd story, decorative shingling, carving, and stickwork. Elaborate gable
screens and pliant treatment of porch details are perhaps the nost extra-
ordinary individual features. A rich and imaginativelyconceived design,

al though awkwardly bal anced.
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Historical Data (continued)

181 Lowell St. Built ca. 1920. A sinple Bungal ow hone of ih stories. The
structure's wide gable roof encloses a full-length recessed porch. V@oden
shingles are accented by a cobblestone chimey and porch parapet. The un-

pretentious building i s nost notable as the only exanple of its period inthe
district. . L > > s

(1) Rv. Janes G Merrill, "The Mnistry of the Rv. Janes G Merrill",
Historical Sketches of the Vest Parish Church (Andover, M (West Parish
Church?), 1906), pp. 61-62

(2) Sarah L. Bailey, Historical Sketches of Andover (Boston: Houghton, Mifflin
and Co., 1880), p. 476.

(3) Rv. WIlliamC Merrill, "Ar Historical Address," Historical Sketches of
the Wst Parish Church, p. 54

(4) Bailey, Historical Sketches of Andover, pp. 104-105 'V

(5) Sal em Registry of Deeds; Book .259, Page 72 (1830) .

Vst Parish Center issignificant for i ts asscx:iationswithwestern Andover's
agricultural and religious developnent. In addition, the area i s notable for

its residential and ecclesiastical structuresinthe Georgian, Federal, and G eek

Revival styles. West Parish Center retains integrity of design, materials,
wor kmanshi p, and setting, and meets Criteria A and C of the National Register.

J
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