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| the roof. The contrasting colors of orick and granite, the varied angles

" is @ painted boss in the center iita the dale 188l inscribed.

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

' P
The solid nass of the building, trree T11l stories and attic space
benerth the hin roof, set upon a hig: baseme~t, is dominated b the tall
Ssgvare tover necar tle right front corner. Tac tover roof su-gests tle
Second Emyirg/and ..ansard styles even to slate shingles in hexanonsl shape,
but continues upward in a square, »il-stered clock stere and then a triple-

carries a large weathervane.’ Cornices all around the roof lines of both
the tower and the main building mass are supdlorted on large brackets or
reverse-curve vroiile intershaced by nairs of smaller brackets of similar
shape., “Third story vindous all show Iomanesqgue arched heacdings witn vous-
soirs of contrasting red brick and lirht gray granite springine from a
beli course of the latter. Similar belt co-rses surround iie main building
at the peneral sill level of both the Tirst and sccond floors, except thab
the sills are placed highét in the tover and in the left bay. “lost window
lintels below the third floor are flat, of dressed pranite which also foms
the randon-sized blocks of the clevated basement. An entry porch, arched
on _three sides and topped by a low balustrade, Ironts the tower, granite
steps leadine up to the {loor level of the bui’ding proper. A side entry
is found in a central extended bay, with a wide 7r-nite-lined arch crovmned
7ith an A-shaped cornice, the arch and cornice repeated at the roof line
three stories above, where they Zom part ol a ~azble on the end slope of

of the roof, ard the multiple projections of wall surface all combiné with
the impressive mass and height of the whole to create a striking example
of public architecture.

lestoration of the interior has soug:t to duplicate as nearily as
possible the original anmearance.' "This will include complete renovation
of the auditorium, nararer!s office, rta-e arce, understace, dressing
roais, and fly loft, and installation of a new ventilating system, - A
massive chandelier which once hungz in the Taurzbuck “ational Bark building
is beinr restored amd readied for hanging, Then all is accomplished,
red carpet will again cover the floors and the frescolngs on the ceiling
will be revainted. The interior, vhich is quite representative of the
neriod in vhich it was built, will be restored to its former prandeur."

The ceiling is divided by intersecting beams into rectangular panels,
each filled it decorative paintirork, ihich in a2 swae pattern also
ornznents the deep cove between ceiline and wall. The walls are covered
<rith red paper in a lea” pattern, .

The vproscenium arch has an inner and an o:ter section; the outer has
a design of Cree'c anthemion, the immer, a rencating floral motif. There

The balcony has lacy grill vwork, extending with the seats around to
4??6 sides. Tn all, there are 527 seates in. the Jpera Fouse.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Part of the historical interest in the Thomaston O»era iouse, housed
in the Town Hall Building, comes from the si-nificance of the Thomas fanily
in the Town's history. VThe land on vhich the buildinr stands was gziven to
the Tovm by faron Thomasg a son of Seth, f-under of Seth Thomas Clocks,
and for vhom the Tovm was named.d 71d toim records state that the Towm
Hall/Mmera llouse was built between 1883 and 1875 at a cost of :50,000.
Rovbert *I, Tillsof .ate-bury was the architect; 4. I. and C. S. Chatliel
were the contractors. The orisinal sneciications and plans were discovered
durins restoration work and are preserved in the Town Jall. Pages are
£illed ith minute details on materials and construction methods, and
vhe dncument is siemed by Aaron "homas, members of the building committee,
the architect, and t'e contractors.

The large floor of the "mera ouse served for school dances, fire
company and church baze s, gradvation excrcises, and social events, such
az the /nnual Hayseed 5all at "alloween. Soon it becane a center for
touring theatrical companies as well. 021d advertising posters discovered
durins restoration herrlded such attractions as "The “onse and the Lion%,
"Crinnle Creek", and "Uncle Joshua's Variety “hows™, vnlayed by lew York
tourinz conmpanies on Friday and “aturdoy nichts. llany notable peovle came
to Thomaston; Enrico Carusof Tgnace Jan Paderewskiy and Ray 301133 all
ner’ormned at the Opera Fouse.

During the 1930's the Opera “ouse was converted into a movie house,
vhere children spent Saturday afternoons. ©One resident recrlls, "they
vsed to give out free fudgicles then." LAround 1938 a new movie house was
built, end live shows were arain presented. The Onera House was in opera-
tion until 1953 when town officials discovered several Tire code violations
and ordered the building closed.

Tn 1965 interest was stirred with a threat that the old, unsafe buildin
may be torn down. By 1956, as the result of 2 tremendouvs civic oride,
restoration work was begun, and Sevtember 11, 1368 was the dedication of
)the re-opening of the Thomaston Opera “ouse. . The first floor nmw houses
L7 of Ticeg, and the second floor is devoted to the Tnera “oure. There
| _2pe\pland to bring summer stoc: to Thomaston, as well as concerts, oper-
ﬂet s 2rd licht opera all year round. There have been numerous events
sincel the re-onening. Cnce again the Stag Cluvb [“nstrels hold their annuall
&ho@’.here, as they have since 1740. The ich School greduation is held
thdrg; dance recitals, »lays by the Civic Theatdr, and fLrt Festivals are
hgid’ in the Opera Touse.
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Fxpress, Thomaston, Connecticut, June 19, 1969.
Express, Thomaston, Connectlcut August 1h, 1969.
he T,urehof the Litchfield Hi lls" Spring and Summer, 1969, Vol XXIX, No.l.

Notes from the Restoration Commission, Thomaston Opera House.
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Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW < ’ " ) ' " o ) » o t »
NE -] ’ " © ’ » )4’1 L!'O 22 73 Oh 31
SE [} ] n o ’ »
Sw [=] ’ » Q ) »

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: "qu t‘han one acre

w
ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: CCDE COUNTY CODE m
m
STATE: CODE CQUNTY: CODE
STATE: : CODE COUNTY: CoDE z
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A
Lo
NAME AND TITLE:
Susan Babbitt, Administrative Trainee o
ORGANIZATION DATE -]
Comnecticut Historical Commission Novenmber 19, 1971—
STREET AND NUMBER: o
Pl
oy fratt Street =
CITY CR TOWN: STATE CODE w
Hartford Connecticut 09

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register.

in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:
National State Local []
\
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P 1
#8 Significance ¢

The most gratifying asnect of the restoration is the enthusiasm of the
residents of Thomaston. Thus far, no money has been spent on labor; all
work has been done by volunteers, working regularly on Tuesday and Thursday
evenings and Saturday mornings. “leny fund raising projects have been undertal
and much material has been donated; The spirit of restoration has pervaded
the entire town-~the Opera House has become a point of pride in Thomaston.
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