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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (I/ known,) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The solid mass of the building, three iv.ll stories and attic space 
roof* set upon a hiph basement, is dominated b'r the tallbenerth the

^sqiiare t.ov/er near t'.e right front corner. The tower roof su" pests tie 
Second "Sn u re/and . .ansard styles even to slate shingles in hexpfron-nl shape, 
but continues upward in a square, -oil -stered clock stare and then a triple- 
arched belfry, terminating in a pyramidal roof, similar^ shingled, that 
carries a large weathervane. - Cornices all around the roof lines of both 
the tovrer and the main building mass are supported on larrce brackets or 
reverse-curve profile interspaced by pairs of smaller brackets of similar 
shape. 'vr£hird_sjipry vrindo'.re all show lomanesgue arched headings with vous- 
soirs of contrasting red brick and lipht gray granite springing from a 
belt course of the latter. Sirdlar belt courses surround the .main building 
at the peneral sill level of both the first and second floors ,- except that 
the sills are placed higher in tho tov.-er and in the left bay, "lost ivindoTf 
lintels belovr the third floor are flat, of dressed granite -which also forms 
the random-sized blocks of the elevated bese-ient. An ejvbry porch, arched 
on three sid.es. and topped by a lo^r balustrade, fronts the tovrer, granite 
steps leading up to the floor level of the building proper. A sr.de entry 
is found in a central extended bay, with a vrrde jrrnite-lined arch crovmed 
vrith an A-shaped cornice, the arch and cornice repeated at the roof line 
three stories above, vrher© they f om part of a ^able on the end slope of 

rnnf . Ths contrasting colors of brick snd. granite, the varied angles
of the roof, and the multiple projections of vrall surface all combine 
the impressive mass and height of the v/hole to create a striking example 
of public architecture.

Restoration of the interior has sought to duplicate as nearly as 
oossible the original appearance.* "This -will include complete renovation 
of the auditorium, marker's o"'p ice, rta-e area, understate, dressing 
rooms, and fly loft, and installation of a new ventilating system. -'A 
massive chandelier vrhich once hung in the "Hau^-stuck ^ T ational Ba^k building 
is beinr restored and readied for hanging.- Mien all is accomplished, 
red carpet Trill again cover the floors and the fresco:.ncr on the ceiling 
will be' repainted." The ruterior, vhich is quite representative of the 
oeriod in v/hich it vras built, will be restored to its former grandeur. 11

The ceiling is divided by intersecting beams into rectangular panels, 
each filled with decorative paintwork, which in a swap pattern also 
ornaments the deep cove between cei""in^ and wall. The walls are covered 
TriLth red paper in a lea"? pattern.

The proscenium arch has an inner and an o-iter section; the outer has 
a design of Creek anthemion, the inner,.'a repeating floral motif. There 
is -a painted bo^s in the center -.rith the date l88!i inscribed.

The balcony has lacy grill ITD rk, extending with the seats around to 
Tn all, there are 62? seates in-the Opera House.
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iTATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Dart of the historical interest in the Thomaston Ooera House, housed 
in the Town Hall Building, comes from the significance of the Thomas f 
in the ^own's history. ^The land on which the buildinr stands was given to 
the Town by /aron Thomas/a son of Seth, founder of Heth Thomas Clocks, 
and for whom the Town was named.* Old tovm records state that the Town 
Hal]/Opera House was built between 1883 and 183£ at a cost of :50,OQO. 
Robert HT . 1Till/of -^ate-bury v/as the architect- A-. I. and G. S. Chatfield^ 
were the contractors. The original specifications and plans were discoverei 
during restoration work and are preserved in the Town Hall. Pages are 
filled with minute details on materials and construction methods, and 
the document is signed by Aaron "homas, members of the building committee, 
the architect, and t 1 e contractors.

The largo floor of the ^pera House served for school dances, fire 
company and church baze ."s, graduation exorcises, and social events, such 
as the Annual Hayseed Ball at "alloween. 5oon it became a center for 
touring theatrical companies as well. Old advertising posters discovered 
during restoration heralded such attractions as TI The House and the Lion", 
"Cripple Creek", and "Uncle Joshua's Variety r hows'', clayed by Hew York 
touring companies on Friday and raturday nirhts. L'any notable people came 
to Thomaston; Enrico Caruso/ Ignace Jan Paderewskiy and Ray l^oigeir all 
performed at the Opera Fouse.

During the 1930 T s the Opera "ouse was converted into a movie house, 
where children spent Saturday afternoons. One resident recalls, "they 
used to give out free fudgicles then." Around 1938 a new movie house was 
built, and live shows vfere again presented. The O^era House was in opera­ 
tion until 1963 when town officials discovered several fire code violation; 
and ordered the building closed.

In 1965 interest was stirred vrith a threat that the old, unsafe buildin jf 
may be torn down. By 1966, as the result of a tremendous civic pride, 
restoration work was begun, and September ll|, 1;?68 was the dedication of 

 ><the re-opening of the Thomaston Opera House. . The first floor now houses 
offices,, and the second floor is devoted to the ^pera "oure. There

plans £o bring summer stoc:: to Thomaston, as vrell as concerts, oper-
nd light opera all year round. There have been numerous events 

the re-opening. Csnce again the Stag Club Hr.nstrels hold their annual 
here, as they have since 1?I|0, The " r irrh School graduation is held 
dance recitals, plays by the Civic Theater, and Art Festivals are 

in the Opera House.

(continued)
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Notes from the Restoration Commission, Thomaston Opera House.
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LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
i DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 
, OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
k

LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds

Ul ° liO ' 22 " 73 ° Oil ' 31 "
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.^8 Significance

The most Ratifying asnect of the restoration is the enthusiasm of the 
residents of Thomaston. Thus far., no money has been spent on labor5 all 
work has been done by volunteers, -working regularly on Tuesday and Thursday 
evenings and Saturday morninps. '"any fund raising projects have been undertak 
and much material has been donated; The spirit of restoration has pervaded 
the entire to'wn the Opera House has become a point of pride in Thomaston,
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