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The Trustees of the Harvard Lampoon Society, Inc. 
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DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION C H E C K ONE C H E C K ONE 
Y 

EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED —ORIGINAL SITE 

^GOOD —RUINS ^L-ALTERED —MOVED DATE_ 
_FAIR * ' —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Harvard Lampoon Building i s located at 44 Bow Street, on the southeastern p e r i ­
meter of Harvard Square i n Cambridge. The structure occupies a triangle bounded by 
Mt. Auburn Street to the south, Plympton Street to the east, and Bow Street to the 
north. The immediately surrounding area i s commercial encircled by Harvard University 
buildings. . . 

E.M. Wheelwright, who was then the Boston c i t y a rchitect, was commissioned to design 
the Lampoon Building i n 1909. The triangular -shaped brick building i s 2% stories 
t a l l with an intersecting ridge roof. The structure i s a parody of the architectural 
s t y l e of l a t e 16th century Holland, designed i n the wedge shape dictated by the odd 
block of land at the intersection of four streets. A domed tower approached by a 
f l i g h t of granite s t a i r s emphasizes the western point of the wedge. The tower 
houses the formal entrance to the building and an i n t e r i o r s p i r a l staircase. The ' 
north and south street elevations of the building each have a projecting eastern 
and western end bay which feature Gothic tracery windows and medieval stepped gables 
above. The Rennaissance-inspired, regularly fenestrated f i r s t f l o o r contrasts with 
the three stepped gable dormers above on both elevations. One of the most engaging 
aspects of the structure i s the organization of these design elements to produce a 
whimsical resemblance to an Egyptian sphinx. The rear (eastern) bay on the north 
and south elevations suggest the haunches of the animal; the fore (western) bays, the 
"shoulders", plus the two "arms" on each side of the entrance steps emphasize the 
amusing face-like appearance of the tower. I t s high oculus windows, 15th c. Spanish 
wrought i r o n crane and lantern, and the rectangular window above the tower door were 
s p e c i f i c a l l y intended to form an almost-human countenance. 

The o r i g i n a l "Ludovici" roofing t i l e s and "Bench" bric k (used instead of t r a d i t i o n a l 
"Harvard" brick) were employed for t h e i r "antique e f f e c t " and to enhance surface 
qua l i t y . The use of these materials makes for v a r i a t i o n i n color, texture, and 
shape. Wrought iron ornamentation and a variety of t i l e s are set int o the brick i n 
a band around the building and over the gable and dormer windows, also to add text u r a l 
d i v e r s i t y . Indiana limestone accents the windows and emphasizes the horizontal d i v i ­
sion between the two main f l o o r s . The entrance doors have painted designs imitating 
Dutch t r a d i t i o n : two diagonals separate triangles of the Lampoon's colors (purple and 
yellow), while a s o l i d crimson c i r c l e stands for Harvard. 

The o r i g i n a l t i l e roof was replaced with copper and slate i n 1950. The present copper 
covering t i e s the tower dome more successfully into the visual unity of the structure 
by r e l a t i n g i t to the copper b e l l tower which stands at the intersection of the rear 
(east) roof l i n e s . The tower's copper dome i s capped by a f i l i a r e e copper f i n i a l 
terminating i n the representation of an I b i s , a symbol of the Lampoon. There i s a 
small hip roofed dormer i n the dome on l i n e with the tower door. The entrance to 
the commercial space presently occupied by the Starr Book Shop i s on the Plympton 
Street (east) elevation. The business entrance of the Lampoon i s on Bow Street. 
An entrance into the basement from Mt. Auburn Street i s blocked o f f and no longer used. 
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Most of the o r i g i n a l i n t e r i o r has been we l l preserved. The most remarkable i n t e r i o r 
space i s the banqueting room, known as the "Great H a l l . " Here the shape of the 
building has been used to arrange an elaborate visual joke. Looking from the 
narrow western end toward the brick arch which separates the chimneyed recess from 
the length of the h a l l , the eye i s deceived by several ingenious t r i c k s of perspective: 
the angles of the walls open and the angle of the roof slopes upward increasing 
the apparent size of the h a l l ; the wooden arches of the cathedral c e i l i n g and the 
four brass chandeliers likewise increase proportionally i n size, exagge^^ating the 
length of the l i n e . These arrangements create a sense of distance and grandeur 
that i s out of proportion to the 60' length of the room. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Harvard Lampoon Building i s s i g n i f i c a n t for i t s a r c h i t e c t u r a l quality. The 
unique building was an attempt to embody the comical nature of the publication i n 
the design of the structure. The success of the design i s indicated by the fact 
that the building has become the trademark of the organization. The building is also 
s i g n i f i c a n t f o r i t s designer, Edmund M. Wheelwright, an alumnus of Harvard, one of 
the founders of the Lampoon, and the Boston City Architect of the early 20th century. 
The Harvard Lampoon Building was Wheelwright's l a s t completed design; he suffered a 
nervous breakdown i n 1920 and died shortly thereafter. 

The cornerstone of the Lampoon Building was l a i d June 24, 1909. Though 27 of 80 
graduates of the Lampoon were architects i n 1910, Wheelwright enjoyed special pro­
minence as one of the o r i g i n a l founders of the student humor magazine i n 1876. A 
graduate of Harvard, M.I.T., and L'Ecole des Beaux Arts, Wheelwright was employed 
by McKim, Mead and White i n New York before being hired as Boston City Architect i n 
1891. In th i s capacity he was responsible for the design of over 50 municipal 
buildings during his tenure i n o f f i c e . Other of his extant structures i n Boston 
include the Larz Anderson and Longfellow Bridges, the Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l 
Society Headquarters, and H o r t i c u l t u r a l H a l l . 

The Harvard Lampoon i s one of the f i r s t college humor magazines i n America. Through 
i t s alumni, i t has spawned such nationally-known publications as the o r i g i n a l L i f e 
magazine and the National Lampoon. Other prominent members of the Lampoon include 
CA. Coolidge (of Shepley, Rutan and Coolidge), Alexander W. Longfellow, Jr. (Cambridge 
City Hall a r c h i t e c t ) , publisher William Randolph Hearst, philisopher George Santayana, 
former Cabinet o f f i c i a l s E l l i o t Richardson and William Middendorf, and writers 
Owen Wister, John P. Marquand, Robert Benchley, George Plimpton, and John Updike. 



I M A J O R BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES j ; I |̂  i 

"The Harvard Lampoon Building; Architectural C r i t i c i s m " , Architecture, Vol. 21, 
No. 4, A p r i l 15, 1910. 

Rettig, R.B., Guide to Ccimbridge Architecture; Ten Walking Tours,The MIT Press, 
Cambridge, 1969. 

Wheelwright, E.M., and Burvell, C.B.,"The Story of the Lampoon Building", The 
Harvard Lampoon Centennial Catalogue, 1876-1976, Cambridge, 1976. 

IGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY J-SSS t h a n O n e a c r e . ^ , 

UTM REFERENCES 

A f l ^ |3 |2 .5 16̂ .0̂ 0 I 14 .6 [9^|9.9.0| B L J I I • I • • f I • • • • • • | 
ZONE EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHING 

cLiJ I I . I . . I I • I . I . • 1 D1 • I I I , I • , I I . I • I . . I 
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE • c o n e COUNTY " ' CODE 

STATE CODE ~ COUNTY ' CODE 

DFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE Blaine Mallory and Joseph Orfant, National Register Editor 

L. McKay Whatley, Jr. , Harvard Lampoon Librarian 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission September 19, 1977 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

294 Washington Street 617-727-8470 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Boston Massachusetts 02108 

BSTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS; 

NATIONAL STATE L O C A U < ^ ^ 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665) , I 

hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 

criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE 

jljLgExecutive Director, Mass. Histo]Q/;al Commission DATE JAy^y 
FOR NPS USE ONLY A 

i HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS PROPgR^Y (s INCLUDED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

Dinrnrun, ni uiLLui' AWUHkULUUTAWuiiioiuHi iy^T2. 0/ \ ZZtî  H;GI3I3^ 
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