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Address 750 Main Street
Historic Name Christ Episcopal
Church
Photo (3"x3" or 3"x5", bDblack and
white) Indicate address of Use Present church
property on back of photo.
Staple to left side of form Original church
DESCRI PTI ON
Dat e 1897 - 1898
Source CB. Fuller Jr.. "Historv of
Chri st EEi scopal Church" _
Style nglish Country Gothic
Architect Peabody and Stearns
wood shinale
Sketch Map: Draw map show ng Exterior Wall Fabric local fieldstone
property's location i nrelationto
nearest cross streets and/or Outbuildings none
geographical features. I ndicate
all buildings between inventoried

property and nearest
I ndicate north

intersection(s)

UTM REFERENCE / MISNSOONLMTID

USGS QUADRANGLE  LEYIAJ6TDAJ

SCALE 0ZG'jOnn

Major Alterations (with dates)

contributing additions ~|~|L 3

Condition good
Moved "° Date n/a
Icreage 3?7, HI sq.ft. A~~~ 5f7r2./-3

. Situated on well |andscaped
Setting

lot with flower bordered path |eading

to main entrance. Across thestreet
from Georgi an Revival V@l tham Public
Library (1915).

Rupert AM Davis

Recorded by Edward W Gordon

Organization Watham Hist. Comm

Date June, 1986

revised by C. Jenkins 3/88



NATI ONAL REGI STER CRI TERI A STATEMENT (i f applicable)

The significance of Christ Episcopal Church is threefold. First and
foremost, Christ Episcopal Church has served the spiritual, cultural and social
needs of WAl tham s Episcopalians andothers since i tsfounding in 1849."
Architecturally, this church represents a mgjor ecclessiatical work by t he
leading late 19th/early 20th c. Boston architectural firm - Peabody and Stearns.
This builder-constructed church represents the nost original and adventurous
interpretation of the English Country Gothic style in the Boston area. I n
addition, i tcontains several superb stain glass v/indows by Louis

(cont)
ARCHI TECTURAL S| GNI FI CANCE Describe important architectural features 2N
evaluate interms of other buildings within the community.

Desi gned by the well known Boston firm of Peabody and Stearns, the present
church was erected in 1897with John A Dodge as chief contractor. Wth the
connected parish house, the grouping of the buildings is meant "to resemble v;hat
m ght be found i n an English country tovm'. The materials for the Churchand
Parish house are field stone or rubble and ti-iber with slate roofs. The stone
wes a gift of Robert Treat Paine from his estate i n WVl tham The stylei s
English Country Gothic. The final cost for both the church and parish house was
$84, 897. 11.

Robert S Peabody (1845-1917) and John G Stearns (1843-1917) formed t he
wel | known Boston firm of Peobody and Stearns (1870-1917). Peabody studied i n
Engl and and at the Ecole des Beaux Arts in Paris. Stearns attended the Law ence
Scientific School in Canbridge and then entered the Boston office of . S
° (cont)
HI STORI CAL SI GNI FI CANCE Explain therole owners played i nlocal or state
history and how t he building relates to the devel opment of the comunity.

Established as a m ssion church in 1849 by the Episcopal Diocese of Eastern
Massachusetts, Christ Church began in a small wooden Gothic building (designed
by Joseph Billings) on Central Street. Thefirst rector was the Reverend Thonas
Fales of St. Paul's Church, Brunswick, Miine. Under his pastorate, a rectory
was establishedwest of the church and a separate m ssion church, the Church of
the Ascension, was consecrated, becom ng an independent church in 1385.

Christ Church was enlarged 1860, and again in 1875when a chapel was added.
The celebrated Philips Brooks of Trinity Church, Boston had preached at Chri st
Church on May 31st, 1874. The Reverend Fales resigned in 18900n his 50th
anniversary as a priest. He was replaced by the Reverend Herbert N Cunni ngham
of VJatertown, Connecticut.

In 1891, Robert Treat Paine offered $2,000 tov;ards a new !l ot and new church.
In 1892, the parish bought the present site on Main Street. | n1895 the
Reverend Hurbert V. Wells of Grace Church New York City becane the rector.
Ww the old church building was sold in 1895 services were held i n Maynard
Hall. 1 n1895 a bulling commttee was appointed, v/ihich resulted in selection

of Peabody and Stearns, architects, tobuild anew (cont)

Bl BLI OGRAPHY and/ or REFERENCES

Pl ease seeattached sheet for bibliographyand/or references
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NATI ONAL REQ STER CRITERIA, Christ Episcopal Church, continued

Confort Tiffany and Charles Connick. Christ Episcopal Church possesses integrity of
location, design, materials, workmanship, feeling and association. | tmeets criteria
A and C of the National Register of Historic Places.

ARCH TECTURAL SI GNl FI CANCE, conti nued

Ware and Van Brunt. The firm was responsiblefor such Boston buildings as the
ol d Exchange Building (53 State Street) and the Customs House Tower, and in
Gothic Style, the Providence Railroad Station (now demolished).

The heavily buttressed tower of rubblestone has a broach spire and i s
attached to the side of the west end of the nave, which possesses aisle colums
and arched trusses with a wooden roof. | n 1923, the chancel was altered and the
altar enlarged. The parish house which connects to the chancel or east end of
the church i s distinguished by its uncut fieldstone walls, prom nent
bargeboarded gables and decorated dormers. The porch of the street door is-e
supported by brackets, carved i nthe formof angelic faces with feathered wings
stretching behind them

The church contains a nunber of wi ndows by the celebrated Connick Studios of
Boston Including, the Great West Wndow given by WII and Louise Nichols. The
central thene of the Great Vest Wndow i s devoted to the Holy Famly. A wealth
of synbolism of local industry isintroduced through the two field and circular
medal | ions. There isthe lathe, the Metz car, the watch escapenment, the gear
punp, the bicycle wheel, the spindle and shuttle, and the foundry.

Other windows by this firm include the clerestory narthex and transom w ndov/s.
Charles J. Connick (1875-1946), an Important early 20th century stained gl ass
artist based i n Boston experimented with medieval techniques at his studio on
Harcourt Street. H received nany awards. His nost fanous work i s the Great
West Rose Wndow at the Cathedral of St. John the Divinein Nw York City.
Locally he worked with Ralph Adans Qramat Al | Sai nts Ashnont, Dorchester;
desi gned wi ndows for the Cowl ey Father's Mnastery in Canbridge; All Saint's
Church i n Brookline, and Blessed Sacrament i n Jamaica Plain, anong others.

There i s also a Tiffany wi ndow depicting the Nativity. Louis C Tiffany
(1848-1933) was the son of Charles L. Tiffany, owner of the fanous New York
Jewel ery Store. Having enrolled at the National Acadeny of Design in New York,
he also studied painting with George Inness of the Hudson river School and the
lumi ni st painter Georga Colnman. By the end of the 1870's, he had turned to
meki ng of stained and opal escent glass. H quickly becane well known and in
1882, was asked to redecorate the VJhite House. Besides his secul ar work, he
provided windows for nmany churches i n Nw York and el sewhere. Locally, exanples
of windows fromthe Tiffany Studios may be seen at the Arlington Street Church
(Boston), the Church of the Covenant (Boston), the Church of our Savior , v

(Brookline), and the Theodore Parker Church i n WWst Roxbury.

H STOR CAL S| GNFI CANCE, conti nued I ..

church, whose cornerstone was laid on June 9, 1897 by Bishop W Iliam Law ence.
Consecrated by the same Bishop in 1902, the new church also

included a parish house nanmed for the first Rector Thomas Fal es. The Reverend
Francis E WVJebster, Rector of the Church of the Ascension, becane Rector in

1900. A new rectory built at 768 Main Street was occupied in 1919. This was
later sold to the United States for a post office and a new rectory purchased.

(cont)
I



Christ Episcopal Church, #107
750 Main Street

H STCR CAL S| GNl FI CANCE, continued

1898 sawt hestart of publication of theparish magazine - the \Wltham
Churchman, still being published today. Between thewars theparish had many
active groups including theSir Galahad Club for Boys, t heVénen' s Auxiliary, an
Altar Guild andthe Red Cross. | n 1930, t he Reverend Webster resigned t o be
replaced by t he Reverend George O. Ekv/iall. 1| n 1960, t he Reverend Ekwall becane
Archdeacon of theNorthern Archdeaconry of t he Di ocese of Massachusetts. Hewas
replace by Reverend John S Crom er, rectory of St. Andrews Church, Meriden,
Connecticut. | n 1971, theReverend Wlliam R Mawhinney of St. Mark's Church,
Wlestford, becanme rector. Christ Church continues it sactive role i n the
community, having been a founding nenber of t heWltham Conference of Church
Unity.

Bl BLI Q3RAPHY and/ or REHEHRENES

Charles River MiseumFiles.
"1974-1975 Marks t he 125th Anniversary Year of Christ Episcopal Church"
"This i sYour Church", Christ Church, 750 Main Street. Panphlet, early
1970' s

The Edison Electric IIluminating Conpany, "VJalthani, 1909, WAl tham Hi storical

Society files.

SPNEA photo files.

Fuller, Charles B. Jr., "History of Christ Episcopal Church, 1964.

Sturm Janes and Chot as, James: "Stained 3 ass from Medieval Tines to t he

Present”, Dutton, I nc. Ny 1982.
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SUPPLEMENTARY LI STI NG RECCRD

NRI S Reference Number: 89001546 Date Listed: 09/ 28/ 89
Christ Episcopal Church M ddl esex NA
Property Nane County St at e
Wal t ham MRA

Mul tiple Name

This property i slisted i ntheNational Register of Historic
Places i naccordance with theattached nom nation documentation
subject tothefollowing exceptions, exclusions, or anendnents,
notwi t hstanding t heNational Park Service certification included
in thenomnation documentation.

the Keegper Date of Action

Anmended Itenms i n Nonm nation:

Section 8: Criteria considerations

Criteria exception A i sapplicable fortheproperty's religious
function.

, This informationwas confirmed with AnnTait, Acting National
Register Director, MASHPQ by telephone.

DI STRI BUTI ON:
National Register property file
Nom nating Authority (without nom nation attachment)
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