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July G, 1993

endent, Yosenite ,
rdent's danusl lepert (Yosenite)

%m have been no evenis of lmporisnce Yo add to the
Superintendent's aanusl report {Yosemite), 1952 « 1953, eubmitte
by this office on June 5,

dohn G, Preston
B aparints .‘\

Gopy ot Reglonsl Mrector, Hegion Four
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June 5, 1953

" Tot Director
- Fromt Superintendent, Yosemite
Wute » Superintendent's dnnual Hepors
| %@him is the Superiatendent's annual report, 1952-1953,
Events of importance which tale place before the end of
the fiscal yeur will be reported in & supplementary report prior
te July 15,

John €, Preston
Superintendent

aAttachments

&bmr to: Reglonal Birector, Heglon Four, vuh copy of
annual regert (2)
Administrative Agsistant
Miss Betty Koubele
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SIGNIFICANT SViNTS

OF THE 1953 PISCAL YiiR

Yosemite Hational Park

2, Marlough of Dy, Carl P, Russell, trensfer of John 6, Preston
to position of Park mmgmws

3. Goncessions

4, Master Plan Developments

- B “@iuﬁm of Private land
6 Siatmi lpidemic

7. ¥orest Fire Control

8, Yosemite Fish Survey

9« Interpretation and Xesearch
10, ‘ﬁoumﬁo Advisory Board



L Unprecedented ZTravel

Yosemite Hational Park closed its travel yesr on
September 30, }Sﬁa; with the greatest aumbsr of visitors ever
recorded on puark records, & total of 963,536 visitors emtered
the gates of Yosemite, & gain of 13.3% over the previous year,
Automobiles numbering 284,914 ammrm these people %o the park,
4 total of 2,548,876 visitor days was recorded for the
ngle peried of use, the MM

m'** park uses On the grestest s
Day weekend, 43,907 people in 10,803 curs entered the m

Tosemite Hational Park



2, WMurlough of Dr, Carl P, Russell, trsansfer of
John U, Preston o Position of Pavk Superintendent
On lovember 1, 1952, the Birector honored & request of
Br, Carl P, Russell, well kunown Superintendent and Haturalist of

Yosemite, for a one year furlough %o accept a Guggenheinm Wﬂlm»,

v&;eh would allow him %o complete a lifelong work on the history
of the dmerican Far Trade. : |

In November 1952, the position of Park Superintendent,
Yosemite National Park, ves filled by transfer of John G. Preston,
long time Superintendent and keen student of park mensgeme
Great Smoky Mountains Netional Park,

Yosenite Hational Park
California



Consistent with the poliey of the Department of the
Interior toward concessions in the national parks, the Director
during ﬁas year of 1952-1953 entered into new concessions contracts
with the Yosemite Park and Curry Co., Best's Studle, Ine., Dr. ivery
ﬁ; Sturm of the Lewis Hemorial Hospital, and Dr. Charles Woessuer,
deatist, located in the Lewis Memorial Hospital, Yosemite Valley,
& new contract with Degnan=Don

ohoe, Inc. of Yosemite Valley has
not yet been consummated, but & one yeer extension of the previous
eontrict was effected to permit the business to continue during 1953.

Yoseuite National Park

California

-



,h. m m Devaloon nt

The development of Yosemite National Park for the
enjoyment of its visitors without the sacrifice of i%e natural
heritage is progressing step by step under the park muster plan,

During the past yesr, the Vawons Osmpgrownd was opened
to public use, This development includes about one and one-half
miles of rosds and parking aress, four comfort etutions with &
fifth under construction, plus pertinent utilitles imeluding sewer
“and water, located in the Ounningham Flat ares,

On May 1, 1953, by force accownt labor, new Snstrustion
was begum on the Yosemite Village Site and rosd system adjacent to

Government Center in Yosemite ?&ilag%

Toseni te Nutional Park
California



Title to the 291,85 m&&lw land formerly owned by
Maude Hodgdon Bright and Hobert b, Bright, Sr. was aceepted by
the Pirector on Uctober 8, 1952, following the opinion of the
Attornoy Generel, Forest trees with & value equalling the sppraised
valus of the properties soquired, will be marked for removel by the
sellers under s $imber and land exchangs

gonirect entered into on

Yosenmite Hational Park
Galifornia



4n epldemic of the ledgepole Pine Heedleminer came into
great prominence toward the end of the 1952 summer sesson., This '

acres of the Tuolumne

‘@Mm-e ares now covers spproximately 147,500
and Merced River watersheds in Tosemite National Park. Aerisl
‘surveys confirmed ground observations and revealed the vastness of
the ares under insect attacks It is anticipated that merial soraying
operations will be undertaken by contrect during the flight period
of the moths in early August of 1953,

Tosemite National Park
California



Te Mﬂﬁgg

Sixty-seven forest fires of all classes were recorded
in Yosemite during the fire season of 1952, This was the greatest
number recorded ln recent years, & great najority of them being
lightning fires. Only 12 fires were man-ceused mﬁg were started
by lightning, Pue %o a trained group of personnel and expert
supervision, the fires wers confined to small aress and burned over
" enly 32,8 acres, a very fine record for the park protection force.

Yosenmite Hational Park
: California



Ranger 0, L. Wallls, supported by a gift of $2500.00
fﬁu Hra. Mary Tresidder, conducted an extensive fish investigation
in the park during the year. The investigation of =ll »ﬂmm
park waters, probably the most intensive study ever given %o the
waters in & national park, may be a guide for studies in other
areas, For his outstanding contribution to fish management in
Yosenite, Ranger Wallis was granted & meritorious within grade

promotion,.

Yosemite National Park
Galifornia '



A new campfire amphitheatre was constructed and put inte
use at Semp 7. The program at this point was immediately successful.
| 4 new trsil gulde through the High Sierra ceamps, &s well
as a treil map for this area were prepared by lewis W, Clark and
published under the auspices of the Yosenite Natural History
Associztion by Stanford Press. It {s nowbelng sold by the Association.

The Yosemite Meld School was conducted from June 21, %0
dugust 11, with sixteen gradustes.

4 three men srcheologlenl team from the University of
Galifornis worked in the park during July, mepping Indian eltes
in Yosemite Valley, and in areas in the high comtry, adjacent to
Yosemite Valley, This was done under contract to the University
~ of California,

Tosenite Hational Park
Gelifornie



The Yosenite Advisory Board, composed of Messrs., Willism
&, Colby, John P, Buwalda, and Frederick law Olmstead, members, met

in Yosemite, OUctober 13, through 15, 1952, This growp of citizen

advisors suthorized under the laws of Congress, studied and discussed
nany park mensgement problems including the overuse of Tosemite

Church, snd the proposed new Tioga Hoad location.

Yosemite Hational Park
California
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In reply refer to:

A2623

July 1, 1954

Memorandum
To: The Director
From: Superintendent, Yosemite

Subject: Superintendent's Annual Report (141) for Devils Postpile
There have been no events of importance to add to the
Superintendent's annual report (Devils Postpile), 1953-1954, sub-

mitted by this office on June 25,

John C, Preston
Superintendent
In duplicate
Copy to: Régional Director, Region Four

RiiMcIntyre: jb




