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June 5t 1353

Memorandum

2© t Director

lr»»l Superintendeat, fosomite

Subjeet l Superintendent1 s iiisiml . taper t

enclosed 1® the Superintendent* a annual report# 195&-1953

mm®te of importance which take place before the and of

the fiscal year will be reported in a supplementary report prior

to July 15*

John 0* Preston
Superintendent

Attachments

Copy tot Megienal Director, legion Pour,, with oopy of
annual report (2)
Administrative Assistant
Miss Betty Koubele

Bl5fMcIntyre:pj
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1§Semite National Park
California,

*

Shaaaary Sheet

1* Unprecedented travel

2* fmrloii#. of ^r# Carl P* Bussell, transfer of John C# Prestem
to position of Park Superintendent

3» Concessions

*U Master Plan Developments

5# acquisition of Private Xaad

6* Insect Epidemic

7* Forest Pi re Control

S. lose®!to Fish Surrey

9* Interpretation and B©search

10* Toeemite Mvlsery Board



X» tfatprmoedented travel

ToSemite National #ark closed its travel yem? on

September 3-# 195$» with the greatest number of visitors ever

recorded on park records# A total of 963#53^ visitors entered

the gates of Tosamite# a gain of 13*3^ over the previous year#

automobiles numbering 28ft99lU tfeasported these people to the park#

A total of 2#5**S»S?S visitor days was recorded for the

year's .park us®# tin the gre- test single period of use, the Memorial

hay weekend# *13,907 people in 10,J03 cars entered the park#

lesamite National i*&rk
California



Br. Carl P# Btumll, well known Siberia tendont and ifeturaliat of

To somite, for a one year furlough to accept a <iaggeaheim fellowship,

which would allow him to complete a lifelong work on the history

of the iimerloaii Jtar fratie,

|k Bovember 1952, the .position of Park ^a^eriiitendent^

losemite National Park, was filled by transfer of John U. Preston,

long time &qp*rlnt*Bdeat and keen student of park maaagesaeat, from

Great Sfeoky Mora tains Mational Park#

Tosemito National Park
California



I.

3* C*oaO@8BiOB8

Consistent with the policy of the department of the

Interior toward concessions in the national paries* the director

during the year of 1952-1953 entered into now concessions contracts

with the tosemi to Park and Curry Co., Best's ^tu&io* Inc., "dr. itvery

<*• Sturm of the Lewis Memorial Hospital, and dr. Charles ftoessner,

dentist* located in the Lewis Memorial Hospital* tosomite "/alley,
a new contract with degnaa-Lonohoo* Inc. of To serai ta Valley has

not yet b©on co&sunM&ted* hut a on© year extension of the previous

eontract was effected to permit the business to continue during 1953*

To serai te National Park
California



k. Master Plan ^evalooMent

She development of toamiteSations.1 fttrk for tha

enjoyment of its visitors without the sacrifice of it® natural

holdtags is progressing stop by step under the park; master plan.

During the past year, the Dampgromd was opened

to public use. Bids development includes about one and ane-h&lf

miles of roads and parking areas* four comfort stations with a

fifth .under construction* plus pertinent utilities including sewer

"and water, located in the Cunaingbsin ^L&i are&*

On May 19 1953 • hy force account labor* aw instruction

was begun on the Yosomite Tillage -Site and road system adjacent to

Government Center in Yosomite f&lley*

Tosent te Mational i*ark
California



■accjulaltlon of jfrivatB ^goA

title to the 291*89 acres of land formerly owned "by

Maude Ho&g&on Bright and %b#rt B. Bri^t, dr. was accented by

the Birector on October S, 19^21 following the opinion of the

attorney Oener&l* forest trees with a value equalling the appraised

value of the properties required, will be marked for removal by the

sellers under a timber and land exchange contract entered into on

October 10t 1951.

Tosemite National Park
California



6* Inseat Epidemic
V

&& epidemics of the Xadgepols Fine tfeedlemiaer earn# into

great prominence toward the end of the 1952 summer season# fhis

epidemic area now covers approximately * ?»500 acres of the 'itaolunme

and Merced ilver watersheds in Tosomite National Fark. serial

survey# confirmed ground observations and revealed the vastus## of

the area under insect attack# It is anticipated that aerial spraying

operations will b© undertaken by contract during the flight period

of the moths in early -august of 1953*

To©emit© lational F&rk
California



Slxtysmm forest fira® of all classes war® recorded

la To semi t© during the fir® season of 1952* this was the greatest

number recorded in recent years, a great majority of them being

lightning fires. Only 12 fires were maa-caused and "?5 were started

by lightning, iNa© to a trained group of pars©m»t and eacpert

supervision, the fires were confined to small areas and burned over

only J2*8 acres, a very fine record for the park protection force.

Tosomite h&tional Parte
California



o» YoSemite ajgh Purvey

Banger 0. L. WmlXt&, supported by a gift of ^2500.00

from Mrs. Mary Tresldder, conducted ©a expensive fish investigation

in the parte during the year. "fh© investigation of all principal

parte waters, probably the most intensive study ever given to the

waters in a national parte, my be a guide for studies in other

areas* Ifer his outstanding contribution, t© fish mana^sMent in

Y© semi to | Sanger Hfallis was granted a meritorious within grade

promotion.

Yo samite national Parte
California



and ^search

a new mmpftr® tm&hl theatre wm constructed and put Into

us# at damp J. The program at this point was immediately successful*

A siw trail guide through the High Sierra cusps # as wall

as a trail imp for this area war# prepared hy X*@wis W. Clark and

published under the auspice® of the ToSemite Natural History

Association by Stanford Press* It is mowhetmg mM by the Association*

Ha® To semi to field School was conducted from June 21 f to

August 11, with sixteen graduates*

A three man areheological tea® from the University of

Call fonda worked in the park during July, mapping Indian sites

in Tosomtt® falley, and la areas in the comtry, adjacent to

ToSemite Valley* %1* was doae imcler contract to the University

of Oali ferula*

To semi to Haiieiml Park
Califorala



10. Tosami ta ^dTieory -Board

©so Tosemite Mvisory Board, composed of Messrs. ttllllni

M* Colby, John P. BwaIda, and fre&erick B&w Olmstead, members, met

in Yoeesdte, October 13, through 15, 1952* fhi s e;rottp ©£ citizen

adTisors authorised under the laws of Congress, studied and discussed

many park management problems including the overuse of To somite

Valley, the T©semlte Church, and the proposed new fioga %ad location.

To somite National t'&rk
California



Class of Service

This is a full-rate
Telegram or Cable¬
gram unless its de¬
ferred character is in¬
dicated by a suitable
symbol above or pre¬
ceding the address.

w
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W. P. MARSHALL, President

SYMBOLS

DL=Day Letter

NL==Night Letter

LT=Int'l Letter Telegram

VLT=Int'l Victory Ltr.

The filing time shown in the date line on telegrams and day letters is STANDARD TIME at point of origin. lime of receipt is STANDARD i IME at point of destination
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THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE
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In reply refer to
A2623

July 19 I95H

Memorandum

To: The Director

Prom: Superintendent9 ToSemite

Subject: Superintendent's Annual Report ClAl) for Devils Postpile

There have been no events of importance to add to the

Superintendent's annual report (Devils Postpile)* 1953""* 195**» sub«

mitted by this office on June 2$*

John 0e Preston
Super intendent

In duplicate

Copy to: Regional Director8 Region Pour

RHMcIntyre:jb


