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DESCRIPTION 

Date C1880 

2 JiUa/rDaciroaA 

Use: Present dwelling 

Original dwelling 
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source h i s t o r i c maps 

Style Queen Anne/Shingle s tv le 
J — i a : 

irw 

Architect unknown 
Sketch M^: l^aw nap showing property's location 
i n r e l a t i o n to nearest cross s t reets and/or E t t e r io r Wall Fdxric b r i ck , patterned shingl 
geographical features, indicate a l l buildings 
between inventoried property and nearest Outbuildings 
intersection(s). 
Indicate north 

none 

v'--zoc> 
X ^ ^ _ ^ ^ \ ^ ' " ^ Major Alteraticxis (with dates) glazing of 

• • ^ - T I ^ : ; part of Dorch^ 

G=' Condition good 

Moved no Date n/a 

OTM REFERHiCE 

OSGS OaADRANGLE LEX7MAyfD7Vl 

SCALE I PS, 000 

Acreage •21.12M<^^\. / . 5 h j / ^ - Q l B l 

Setting residential area formerly known 

as the Rangeley Estates 

Recorded by Carl Hagge, Carol Ely 

QrgeUiization Winchester Historical Comm.  

Date 12/78; 10/87 revised bv C. Jenkins 



BATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) -

The Skillings kstate House possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials, 
. workmanship, feeling and associatior^s. I t is significant primarily for the high quality of 

i t s architectiiral design which features both Queen Anne and Shingle Style elements. 
Particularly important is i t s combination of brick and patterned shingle sheathing, a carved 
floral Queen Anne panel, a facade gable supported by shingled arches, and the numerous i 
planes of i t s facade. The house also represents the grander homes being b i i i l t in Viinchester 
in the last quarter of the 19th century as suburban living became more popular. I t meets ; 
criteria A and C of the Kational Register of Historic Places. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the conmunity. 

The Skillirigs Estate House is a 2-j-story house of complex plan that is enclosed by a -
elate gable roof. I t occupies a prominent location above the tum on Rangeley Road. The 
house is largely constructed of brick but features patterned shingles i n some portions of 
i t s upper stories. The asymmetrical facade is dominated by a gable with decorative 
shinglirig and a carved f l o r a l panel between two windows. The lower half of the house is 
brick, with terra cotta f l o r a l insets and a shingled oriel window. The entrance to the 
house is through a large, deep arch, in a manner associated with H.H. Richardson's 
Romanesque. Rand later built extensively in the Romanesque style, as can be seen in his 

- design for Winchester Town Hall, from 1887-88. On the east side of the house, a gable is 
supported on shingled brackets and arches that frame a window with double-himg sash. 
Beneath, and extending across the facade, is a partially glazed and partially open verandah. 

I . • i X •' 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the coimunity. 

This Queen Anne house was built by Eavid N. Skillings as a rental property on the 
grounds of his estate, Rangeley Place. In 1880, Skillings died just as construction on 
the house was begun. At the same time, he was building three other houses in an enclave 
on Church Street (59, 61-63 and 65 Church St.), and his architect fteorge Rand was building . 
a brick house for himself at 1 Wildwood St. on property sold to him by Skillings. 
Skillings' children took over Rangeley, and the house was completed and leased, althoug 
the f i r s t tenant is unknown. 3y 1895, the house was rented to Mr. and Mrs. Kdwin C. 
ftilman. In the f i r s t decade of the 20th century, after the book publisher Bdwin Sinn 
bought Rangeley Place, this house was leased to Miss jimma ftrebe, a violin teacher and a J 
sister of Cinn's wife. At this time, a croquet court existed on the west side of the house. 

) 

) 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES ) 
American Architect. July 17, 1880 
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"Suburban Homes," Boston Herald. March 30, 1881 
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NAT/ONAL 
REGISTER 

Ms. Carol Shull 
National Register of H is to r ic Places 
Department of the In te r i o r 
National Park Service 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, DC 20013-7127 

x< 

RE: Winchester Mul t ip le Resource Area 

Dear Ms. Shu l l : 

Enclosed you w i l l f ind addi t ional information on the fo l lowing propert ies, 
which were l i s t e d on the National Register as indiv idual propert ies in the 
Winchester Mul t ip le Resource Area Nomination, Winchester MA, in 1989. 

Skillings-Webb House 
(a .k .a . DeRochmont House) 
2-4 Rangeley Road 

Skillings-Manny House 
(a .k .a . Samuel-Elder House) 
38 Rangeley Road 

X killings Estate House 37 Rangeley Road o AC 
Ski l l ings-Cut te r House 
(a .k .a . Webster-Chil ds House) 
9 Meadowcroft 
(a .k .a . 16A Ginn Road) 

Please add th i s fu r ther information to your f i l e s . Feel free to contact Doug 
Kel leher, National Register Assistant at th i s o f f i c e , i f you have any 
questions. 

Sincerely, 
y i 

Betsy Friedberg 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts His tor ica l Commission 

Enclosures 

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Judith B. McDonough, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer 
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary 
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Address 37 Rangeley Road 
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Use: Present dwelling 

Sketch Hap: Draw map showing property' s location 
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UTM REFERENCE 

USGS QUADRANGLE 

SCALE 

Original dwelling 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 1860 

Source American Architect, July 17, 1880 

Style Que»n Anne 

Architect george D. Rand 

Exterior Wall Fabric brick, clapboard and 
shingle 

Outbuildings none 

Major Alterations (with dates) 

sunporch added to east elevation, 
probably 19208 

Condition excellent 

Moved no Date n/a 

Acreage 21,724 sg. ft. 

Setting residential area formerly 

known as Rangeley Place 

Recorded by Carl Ragge, Carol Ely 

Organization Winchester Historical Comm. 

Date 12/78; 10/87 revised by C. Jenkins; 
5/90 revised by K. Meister 



aHiajr:a - a Maow 
NATICmL REGISTro aOTERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 

The Skillings Estate House possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materiaW?<r(O^M 
workmanship, feeling and associations. I t is significant primarily for the high quality o ^ 
i t s architectural design which features both Queen Anne and Sningle style elements. Par--^^«^ 
ticularly important is i t s combination of brick and patterned shingle sheathing, a carved 
fl o r a l Queen Anne panel, a facade gable supported by shingled arches, and the numerous planes 
of i t s facade. The house also represents the growing stature of Winchester as a fashionable 
suburb, in this case the'exclusive Rangeley Estates. I t meets c r i t e r i a A and C ot the 
National Register of Historic Places. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIC2JIFICANCE Describe iii?ortant arcbitectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the coninunity. — ^ ^ j . ^ ^ r ^ ,«2x*j: lo "Zx'l) ô oriq 

The Skirllinfs Esta-te House is a 2+ stl)ry^use of complex plan that lif>£iSicSt«»f««y i^rfltAfe 
gable roof. Occupying a prominent corner location at Central Street and Rangeley Road,' I t s 
facade receeds -back in three planes. The house i s largely constructed of brick but features -
patterned shingles in some portiojis pf i t s upper stories. The asymmetrical facade is dom­
inated by a bold projecting cross ga^ble wit1i decorative shingling in the gable f i e l d , in 
Shingle style fashion, the gable is supported on shingled brackets and arches that frame a 
window with double-hung sash. Beneath, and extending across the facade, is a partially 
glazed and partially open verandah. The south elevation, which faces Central Street, i s 
well detailed as well and features shingles in various patterns as well as a carved f l o r a l 
Queen Anne panel between upper story windows. The bow window at the f i r s t story also ex­
hibits patterned shingles underscoring the rich ornamentation of this fine house. 

.ivony.j'.L' '}^:)itbTA 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners playfed in local of stat^liistbry hdĤ 'tH»̂ »jG 
building relates to the developnent of the comnunity,^^^^.^ 9:r«>j±,m .a&iLr:f»5 lUDi.riBipoeg 

"This fine Queen Anne/Shingle Style house was bu i l t by David Skillings on the grounds oBW*??fu 
estate Rangeley. I t is-one of-four -houses bui l t on the grounds for acquaintancescujSkillmgSii 

• a lumber entrepreneur from Maine, came to Winchester'in the late 19th century, bought a 
large pareei of land west of the railroad tracks near the town center, and developed i t i»t6^ 
a walled residential park. A handsome stone retaining wall with granite piers s t i l l marks-^^-
the -perimeter-of t-he propertv along Church Street. Skillings b u i l t a house for himself i r s ^ 
the 1870s which has since been demolished (1933), and i n the iSSOs b u i l t this house as welX-
as three In the panel brick style (387, 394, 398), The original-occupant of this house i s -
unknown. 7; 

Of . 

2 S 

BIBLIOayOTY and/or REFERENCES 

Winchester Archival Center resources: h i s t o r i c maps, f i l e i . V ^-^s r v 
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