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Summary

The Yerington Grammar School, located in the City of Yerington, Nevada,
was constructed in 1912 at a cost of $16,600.00. The structure was
designed by the Reno-based architects, C. D. McDonald and J. J. Beatty
and constructed by Friedhoff and Hoffel, general contractors. The two-
and-one-half-story, masonry building integrates design elements from
both the Italianate and Renaissance Revival architectural styles. The
building retains a high degree of architectural integrity and is in a
good state of overall preservation.

Site

The City of Yerington is centrally situated in the eastern section of Lyon
County; an area of western Nevada which adjoins the California state
border.. Yerington, an agricultural and ranching center, was founded in
1894 and serves as the Lyon County seat.

The Yerington Grammar School is centrally located in the eastern section
of the city in an area historically reserved for school development. The
building is oriented to the west on a 300' x 700' landscaped lot located
at the intersection of California and Virginia Streets.

Description

The Yerington Grammar School is balanced and formal in composition. Or-
iginally rectangular in plan, it is now T shape. The building is two and
one half stories in height and rests on a concrete foundation. The wood
shingle roof is a combination hip and gable, with the hip roof over the
main portion of the building and gable roofs over projecting facade, side
pavilions. Gable ends are pedimented. The roof eaves overhang the build-
ing walls and are ornamented with a bracketed cornice and plain frieze.

A centrally placed hip roof cupola with finial tops the building. Two
brick chimneys project above the peak of the roof.

Each horizontal division has been given a different exterior treatment.
The first floor walls are rusticated concrete, with a wide concrete belt

course separating the first and second stories. The second story exterior

is covered with brick laid in a stretcher bond. Gable pediments are
stuccoed. ’

The facade, facing west, is symmetrical. A central bay containing the

main entrance is flanked by two slightly projecting gabled side pavilions.
. The main entrance consists of a glass and panel double door framed by

rusticated pilasters and topped with a denticulated cornice. Above the

i
i

door at the second story level is a one-over-one light, double-hung, triple

window. Above the main entrance at the roof level is a pedimented gable
roof dormer pierced by a louver vent rather than a window. The name and
date of the school appears under the dormer roof eaves.
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. BUILDER/ARCHITECT Architects: McDonald & Beatt
August 1911-Sept. 1912 Contractors: Friedhoff & Hotfel

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Yerington Grammar School is an intact structure significant for its
association with the development of the City of Yerington, Nevada. The
school which served the community from its construction of 1912 until 1980,
is characteristic of Nevada School architecture of the period and exempli-
fies the transition from single room county schools to larger and more
centralized district facilities.

SPECIFIC DATES

Local agitation for the construction of a district Grammar School begin
early in 1911. This agitation was motivated by a desire to replace the
existing inadequate facility and to encourage the continued growth of the
community. The Yerington Times voiced this latter concern in an article
dated July 11, 1911:

There is nothing that brings people into a community and makes
it a home town so distinctly as good schools. We have a splen-—
did high school and it has been the means of bringing quite a
few people into our city. We need a new district school to go
with the high school, and then, with our agricultural department
and a manual training department we will have as fine & school
as there is in the State.

The architectural program for the Grammar School required that the building
"bpe a thing of imposing appearance - a thing of beauty in the city - some-
thing our citizens can be proud to show to visitors'.

The elementary school was designed to enable vertical articulation in an
intensive. agricultural and manual training curriculum from grades one
through twelve. This vocational emphasis filled. a need for skilled agri-
cultural labor in the surrounding Mason Valley as well as reflected current
educational theory which stressed vocational and manual training. Since
pioneering this agricultural program, the Lyon County School District has
become one of the leaders in the State in the area of vocational agricul-
tural.

The design of the Yerington Grammar School is an imposing and attractive
integration of Italianate and Renaissance Revival architectural styles.
The composition of the building is formal and reflects the influence of
more monumental academic architecture of the period.

Among the building's noteworthy features are its dignified facade.with
pedimented gables, Tuscan column supported porticoes and cupola with its
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_Windows are primarly tall and narrow, one-over-one, double-hung, in single,
paired and triple arrangements. Sills and lintels are concrete. . The first
story windows have been boarded over. Gable ends are pierced by triple open-
ings filled either with lights or louvers but now boarded over: They con-
sist of a tall rectangular central opening flanked by small square open-
ings. Large hip roof dormers project from both the north and south slope
of the roof. Dormer decoration copies that of the main roof, with a wide
overhang and bracketed eaves. The dormer windows appear to have been
paired, one-over-one, double-hung, framed by louvered vents.

Identical, small, hip roof porticoes project from both the north and south
walls of the building. Two Tuscan columns and two Tuscan pilasters support
the roof, ornamented with brackets and a wide frieze.

Alterations

A small rear addition was built against the east wall in 1952 to provide
space for an additional seven classrooms. This addition is highly compatible
with the main building. The first floor is concrete and the second brick.
‘It is topped by a hip roof trimmed with a simple molded cormnice and frieze.
Windows are identical to those piercing the main portion of the building.

The interior of the building has also been slightly altered over the years.
Plaster ceilings have been removed from rooms on the second floor. Rest-
rooms and stairways have been relocated.
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bell-cast roof. The building serves as an important visual anchor for

Yerington and contributes to the architectural character and identity of
the City.




