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Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

(Rev. 6-72) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM
(Type all entries complete applicable sections)
1. NAME
C OMMON :
Coltimbus Club Building
AND/OR HISTORIC:
Smith, Benjamin, House
LOCATION
STREET ANQNUMBER:

181 East Broad Street

CITY OR TOWN:

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:

Ohio
COUNTY:
Franklin
FOR NPSUSE ONLY
ENTRY DATE
Mi 4 1973

Jng

Columbus Chalmers P. Wylie
STATE cobe COUNTY: CobE
Ohio 039 Franklin 049
a. CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
OWNERSHIP STATUS
(Check One) TO THE PUBLIC
District a  Building Public Public Acquisition: |X| Occupied Yes:
Site . Structure 13 Private In Process I 1 Unoccupied H Restricted
Object Both 1 | Being Considered | | Preservation workl I Unrestricted

PRESEN T USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

I 1 Agricultural I I Government Park

1 | ,Commercial I 1 Industrial I | Private Residence

1 | Educational Military ! 1 Religious

1 1 Museum ( | Scientific

| | Entertainment

li4. OWNER OF PRQPgftTY

OWNER'S NAME:

The Columbus Club

STREET AND NUMBER:

isi 181 East Broad Street
CITY OR TOWN:
Columbus

LOCATION OFLEGAL DESCRIPTION
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Franklin County Courthouse
STREET AND NUMBER:

580 South High Street

COURTHOUSE,

CITY OR TONN
Columbus

6. f?EJ>RES|NtATigN IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE OF SURVEY:

DATE OF SURVEY: Federal

DEPOSITORY FORSURVEY RECORDS:

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

in progress No

r~1 Transportation [71 Comments
A Other (Specify)
Private
club
@
H
o 5
a
[e]
STATE: ODF
Ohio n"9
Ohio 039
A N N N
State County



}7. DESCRIPTION
(Check  One)

Excellent . Good . Fair . Deteriorated . Ruins . Unexposed

CONDITION (Check One) (Check One)

Altered . Unaltered . Moved Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Exterior: ~The Colunbus A ub building is anexcellent exanple of Italianate
Second Enpire architecture in Golianbus, Chio. Two stories plusthe
mansard roof in height, the main part of the building is five bays by
three bays. Built in the early 1860's on a sandstone foundation, the
Gol unbus A ub building was constructed of brick with sandstone trim The
ground floor of the main part of the building measures approxi mtely
forty-five by thirty-five feet.

There is abay windowtotheeast of the columed, arched front entrance.
By w ndows also occur onthe east and west sides at the first floor,
Round- headed, doubl e-hung sash w ndows ar e enpl oyed el sewhere.

The second floor exterior is graced by a rowof the round-headed w ndows
with rather elaborate hoodnolds. Round-headed dorners protrude from
the slate mansard.”

Additional exterior features include extensions of the building on the
south andeast sides. Itis notdifficult tointerpret what parts are
original and which areadded. |t seens sage t o assune that t heone-story
addition with the crowning balustrade is not original, but that the wi ngs
on the south areearly. Wien the building was a private hone these roons
were no doubt utilized as guest roons and servants' quarters.

]nterior: Enornously high-ceilinged roons with ornate marble open fireplaces
and richly-carved wooden mol dings sumup t heinterior of the ol unbus O ub
building. The large bay-w ndowed drawing roons arelocated oneither side
of the building. Though nodemelectrical wiring and plunbing devices have
been added, t hearchitectural features gracing theinterior have been
preserved.

The second floor contains what were once the bedroons, but which are now
put tovarious uses by the Colunbus Club. Thestyle of decoration
follows thefirst floor pattern of el egance.



[

6.

SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD fcheck One or More as Appropriate)
Pre-Columbian | . 16th Century . 18th Century . 20th Century
15th Century . 17fh Century E "th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (Il Applicable and  Known) Circa m

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal 11 Education . Political Q Urban Planning
I | Prehistoric [ | Engineering . Religion/Phi. * Other (-Specify;
n Historic I 1 Industry losophy

I | Agriculture I 1 Invention [TU Science

(XI  Architecture | | Landscape I | Sculpture

Art Architecture Social/Human-

1 1 Commerce I 1 Literature itarian

I 1 Communications . Military T . Theater

I I Conservation +  Music [31 Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Anough the records areinadequate, Benjamin E Smth was generally
known as a financier. | tishbelieved that Smth was connected with

railroads after the md-nineteenth century. Apparently”quite prosperous,

Benjanmin Smith built this fine mansion i nthe1860's. " Initstim and
today, i t i soneof the finest buildings in Colunbus. Smth lived i n
the house until 1883 when he noved t o New York City i nsearch of a
nmore |ucrative career. -

AThe house was available forrental i n1884 and was rented by the state
of Chio as a governor's mansion. [ts first occupant was Gover nor
George Hoadly, Chio's thirty-sixth chief executive. Governor Joseph
Foraker, who succeeded Hoadly, also resided here. 7

/

In 1886 t he new y-formed ol unbus O ub purchased t he house and grounds.
Its nenbers and of ficerswere theelite of Colunmbus' political and
busi ness | eaders. r'- ?

Since that time, the Golunbus O ub has endeavored t opreservethe charac-

ter and original appearance of this fine building. . :
The Golunbus A ub Building stands as an inportant exanple of Second

Enpire architecture i n a location where itsoriginal neighboring
bui | dings have long since been razed.

_i-r™HA |



9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Arter, Bill, Colunbus Vignettes,
il 1966.
Hood, Marilyn G ,-ed. TheFirst

Col unbus, ©Ohio: N da- Ecks/t\lei n Printing

Ladi es of Chi o and The Executi ve Mansi ons

Cpl unbus, Ohio: TheOhio Historical Society, 19W.
CA
(0]
t$. GeGERAPH CAL DATA
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES La*TITUPE AND LONGI'""JDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY DEFINING THti LLPATILR POINI OF A PrtoPERTY
OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITU DE LON GI TUDE LATITUDE LONGI TUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds  Degrees Minutes Seconds
NwW
NE
N3 57 45 H8 59 45
SE
_S1_
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY; J aCre
ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUN
STATE: CODE COUNTY m
m
COUNTY:
COUN TY: Z
co
H
FORM PREPARED BY
N AME AND TITLE:
n
Larry Alan Beers
ORG ANI ZA Tl on DATE
The Chio Historical Society Nov. 1972

STREET AND NUMBER;

1932 Forest Village Lane

CITY OR TOWN:

Columbus

M. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1965 (Public Law
89-665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated accordins; to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nominationis:

[ State -

N

National Local

N

Name

Title

Date

Ohio

NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

| hereby certify that this property is included in the
National Register.

Director, Office of Archeology andHistoric  Preservation

Date

ATTEST:

Oate ~ S/ ™S/

GPO 931-894






























ENTR ES | N THE NATI ONAL REQ STER

state = OHIO

Dat e Entered

Nane
tNnrloTtt Waks

Dixon Houd
Sadth» Bttnjanln, uouM
trinity Cathedral

Logan Cotmty Coarthou««

Al'so Notified

thr?' I%Bgrgfr aI'aEE\t ,Sa)jbre.
Bon. Qareuca J. Brown
Hm John H Aahbr ook
Boa, Chaliaera P. Wlia
Bon* Loui s S okoa

Director, Northeaet Region

Location

HATBony Tovnshi p
d ark Gounty

Boaer
Li cki ng Gouaty

@l unbus
franklin Gounty

d evel and
Quyahoga Gounty

Bd | ef ont ai na
Logan Gounty

Stata IllstoTie PreservationOfficer
M. Daniel K Porter

D rector

The Chio H storieal Society

ol uabua, Chio 43211

NRow and: pel 6/13/73



