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This prope11y is listed in the National Register of Historic Places in accordance with the attached nomination 
documentation subject to the following exceptions, exclusions, or amendments, notwithstanding the National 
Park Service certification included in the nomination documentation . 
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Amended Item in Nomination 

This SLR is issued to make the following substantive corrections: 

Section 8 
The property is listed as a significant example of Second Empire style architecture . The date of construction given is the 
early 1860s. In fact, the house was completed in 1869. A long newspaper description appeared in the Ohio Statesman on 
June 19, 1869. The same newspaper identified the architect as Nathan B. Kelley ( 1808-1871) of Columbus. Kelley was 
an important Columbus architect who completed work on the state capitol building. His design for the Smith House was 
a very sophisticated interpretation of French residential architecture with its use of quoins, neo-classical ornament, 
pa11icularly the stone entrance portico, and a relatively low-pitched mansard roof. 

The nomination is also vague on the career of the first owner, Benjamin E. Smith. According to the History of the City of 
Columbus by Alfred E. Lee (W.W. Munsell & Co.: NY and Chicago, 1892), Smith was a dry goods merchant who 
became a banker and invested heavily in railroads. He was over-extended, and his banking house, Baiilett & Smith , was 
forced to close in July 1877 due to the financial panic that began in 1876. Smith returned to his native New York, but his 
fate has not been documented. 

The Ohio State Historic Preservation Office had documentation regarding the addition and alterations made by the 
Columbus Club in 1886. 



The State Historic Preservation Office was notified of this amendment. 

Distribution 

National Register property file 
Nominating Authority (without nomination attachment) 
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}7. DESCRIPTION 

C O N D I T I O N 

(Check One) 

E x c e l l e n t • Good • Fa i r • De te r i o ra ted • Ru ins • Unexposed 
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D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

Exterior: ̂ The Columbus Club building is an excellent example of Italianate 
Second Empire architecture in Coliambus, Ohio. Two stories plus the 
mansard roof in height, the main part of the building is five bays by 
three bays. Built in the early 1860's on a sandstone foundation, the 
Columbus Club building was constructed of brick with sandstone trim. The 
ground floor of the main part of the building measures approximately 
forty-five by t h i r t y - f i v e feet. 

There is a bay window to the east of the columned, arched front entrance. 
Bay windows also occur on the east and west sides at the f i r s t floor. 
Round-headed, double-hung sash windows are employed elsewhere. 

The second floor exterior is graced by a row of the round-headed windows 
with rather elaborate hoodmolds. Round-headed dormers protrude from 
the slate mansard.^ 

Additional exterior features include extensions of the building on the 
south and east sides. I t is not d i f f i c u l t to interpret what parts are 
original and which are added. I t seems sage to assume that the one-story 
addition with the crowning balustrade is not original, but that the wings 
on the south are early. When the building was a private home these rooms 
were no doubt ut i l i z e d as guest rooms and servants' quarters. 

]nterior: Enormously high-ceilinged rooms with ornate marble open fireplaces 

m 

and richly-carved wooden moldings sum up the interior of the Columbus Club 
building. The large bay-windowed drawing rooms are located on either side 
of the building. Though modem electrical wiring and plumbing devices have 
been added, the architectural features gracing the interior have been 
preserved. 

The second floor contains what were once the bedrooms, but which are now 
put to various uses by the Columbus Club. The style of decoration 
follows the f i r s t floor pattern of elegance. 
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xterior: ' e Columbus Club building is an excellent example of Italianate 
Second Empire architecture in Columbus, Ohio. Two stories plus the 
mansard roof in. height, the main part of the building is five bays by 
three bays. Built in the early 1860's on a sandstone foundation, the 
Columbus Club building was constructed of brick with sandstone trim. The 
ground floor of the main part of the building measures approximately 
forty-five by thirty-five feet. · 

There is a bay window to the east of the columned, arched front entrance. 
Bay windows also occur on the east and west sides at the first floor. 
Round-headed, double-hung sash windows are employed elsewhere. 

The second floor exterior is graced by a row of the round-headed windows 
with rather elaborate hoodmolds. Round-headed dormers protrude from 
the slate mansard.Ry 

Additional exterior features include extensions of the building on the 
south and east sides. It is not difficult to interpret what parts are 
original and which are added. It seems sage to assume that the one-story 
addition with the crowning balustrade is not original, but that the wings 
on the south are early. · When the building was a private home these rooms 
were no doubt utilized as guest rooms and servants' quarters. 

nterior: Enormously high-ceilinged rooms with ornate marble open fireplaces 
and richly-carV1ed wooden moldfogs sum up the interior of the Columbus Club 
building. The large bay-windowed drawing rooms are located on either side 
of the building. · Though modern electrical wiring and plumbing devices have 
been added, the archfrectural featur:es grac:j..ng the interior have been 
preserved. 

The second· floor contains what were once the bedrooms, but which are now 
put to various uses by the Columbus Club. The style of decoration 
follows the first floor pattern of ele ce. 
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S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

^^ough the records are inadequate, Benjamin E. Smith was generally 
known as a financier. I t is believed that Smith was connected with 
railroads after the mid-nineteenth century. Apparently^quite prosperous, 
Benjamin Smith b u i l t this fine mansion in the 1860's.^In i t s time and 
today, i t is one of the finest buildings in Columbus. Smith lived in 
the house u n t i l 1883 when he moved to New York City in search of a 
more lucrative career. -

/ ̂
The house was available for rental in 1884 and was rented by the state 
of Ohio as a governor's mansion. Its f i r s t occupant was Governor 
George Hoadly, Ohio's th i r t y - s i x t h chief executive. Governor Joseph 
Foraker, who succeeded Hoadly, also resided here. ^ 

In 1886 the newly-formed Columbus Club purchased the house and grounds. 
Its members and officers were the e l i t e of Columbus' p o l i t i c a l and 
business leaders. r"- ? 

Since that time, the Columbus Club has endeavored to preserve the charac­
ter and original appearance of this fine building. . , 

The Columbus Club Building stands as an important example of Second 
Empire architecture in a location where i t s original neighboring 
buildings have long since been razed. 
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D 20th Century 

/' 

Urban Planning 
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;;,though the records are inadequate, Benjamin E. Smith was generally 
known as a financier. It is believed that Smith was connected with 
railroads after the mid-nineteenth century. Apparentl~quite prosperous, 
Benjamin Smith built this fine mansion in the 1860's. ;" ln its time and 
today, it is one of the finest buildings in Columbus. Smith lived in 
the house until 1883 when he moved to· New York City in search of a 
more lucrative career. 
' 

/ The house was available for rental in 1884 and was rented by the state 
t · ;f Ohio as a governor's mansion. Its first occupant was Governor 

George Hoadly, Ohio's thirty-sixth chief executive. Governor Joseph 
Foraker, who succeeded Hoadly, also resided here. / 

In 1886 the newly-formed Columbus Club purchased the house and grounds. 
Its members and officers were the elite of Columbus' political and 
business leaders. 

Since that time, the Columbus• Club--has endeavored to preserve the charac­
ter and original appearance of this fine building. 

The Columbus Club Building stands as an important example of Second 
Empire architecture in a location where its original neighboring 
buildings have long since been razed. 
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Bon. Cl t'en.c. J. Brow 
Hon.. John M. Ashbrook 
lloa. Cb4lmera P. Wyli• 
Boa. Louie Stoke• 

Director, Northeast Region 

Location 

Harmony Township 
Clark County 

HOMI' 
ticking County 

Columbus 
J rankl~ Co~e, 

Cleveland 
Cuyahoga Count1 

!ellefontaine 
Logan County 

State llistoTic Preservation Officer 
Mr. Daniel R. Porter 
Director 
The Ohio niatoTiul Soci•ty 
Coluabua. Ohio ·43211 

NRowland: pcl 6/13/73 


