NPS Fom 10-900
(R«. MB)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Registration Form

730

OMB Mo. 1(0*0019

AR24 199

NATIONAL
REGISTER

This form is for use in nomiriating or requesting determinations of eligibility for individual properties or districts. See instructions in Guidelines

for Completing National Register Forms (National Register Bulletin 16). Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering
the requested information. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable.” For functions, styles, materials,
and areas of significance, enter only the categories and subcategories listed in the instructions. For additional space use continuation sheets

(Form 10-900a). Type all entries.

1. Name of Property
historic name Thompson School
other names/site number

2. Location
street & number Prospect Street
city, town Webster

state MA oode MA

county Worcester
3. Classification

Ov“nership of Property Category of Property

[ 3 private Q building(s)
I | public-local | Idistrict
I | public-State I Isite
I | public-Federal I Istructure
| lobject AWM

Name of related multiple property listing:

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

N/UJnotfferi publication
M /1~ vicinity

code 027 zip code 01 ~-JQ

Number of Resources within Property

Contributing Noncontributing
0 . buildings
. sites
. structures
. Objects
Q  Total

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the Nationai Register *

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this

nomination

request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the

National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In my opinion, the property meets
Executive Director, Mfisfachusetts
Signature of certifying official

State Hstoric Preser'vathion Officer O
State or Federal agency and bureau

Historical

In my opinion, the property meets
Signature of commenting or other official

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:
[vfentered in the National Register.
I 1 See continuation sheet.
I I determined eligible for the National
Register. | * See continuation sheet.
I I determined not eligible for the
National Register.

I Iremoved from the National Register.
O other, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper

does not meet the National Register criteria.
Commission

does not meet the National Register criteria.

See continuation sheet.
4-) itjAn
Date

See continuation sheet.

Date

Date of Action



6. Function or Use Thonpson School, Vebster, dassaciiusetts

Historic Functions _(enter cate;sgcories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Educat i on/ G anmar School Resi dential / Apartments

7. Description
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions)
(enter categories from instructions)

. 2 foundation brick
Late 19th and 2Gth Century Revivals: 5 gug hriak
JecaoUeen Revival
(00] asphalt, slate
other stucco, wood

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The Thonpson School, Vebster, occupies a rectangular parcel of land on the
east side of Prospect Street, three house lots north of itsjunctionwth Lake
Street. Thebuilding stands near thecenter of i tslot, which consists of a
| awn west of the building and paved parking areas at all other el evations.

The school house i s a freestanding laasonry structurewith a T-shaped fl oor
plan. The buildingrises twofull stories above a raised basenent to a

sl ate-covered pitched roof that encloses thethird story. All elevations are
faced wth redbrick and trimed with cast-stone water tables, com ces, and
copings. Wndows vary by |ocation; basenent w ndows contain 3/3 wood sash

set i narched brick surrounds. The mpjority of wndows at thefirst and
second stories areset i ntwo-story groupings of four w ndows per story;

w ndows within these groupings are separated between stories by stucco and
wood panel s designed toimtate hal f-tinbering. Wndows at thethird story
consi st of groups of three (6/6) i neach gable and paired wndows (6/6) i n
dormers. The existing w ndows are a conbination of original sash and sash
installed during therecent rehabilitation tomatch originals. Rising from
the center of theroof arefour brick ventilator stacks designed to appear as
brick chi meys.

The facade (west elevation)is symetrical about a gabled central pavilion.
Flanking thepavilion aresix basenent w ndows, two groups of ei ght w ndows
each at thefirst andsecond stories, and twogabled dorners at theattic. ;
The first story of the pavilion contains al umnumreplacement doors set i n an
open vestibulethat isset wthin apointed arch. The entry i s franed by
buttressed piers that rise to acornice, nane placque, and false parapet.
Above theentry isatripartite wndow that rises toa pointed arch at the
attic; sash at thesecond story are 6/6while those of theattic are 9/3 and
6/3. The north elevationi s asymetrically arranged and exists i ntwo planes
due to thedifferent dimensions of therear ell. The west endof the

el evation possesses three .basenent w ndgws, a grouping iof four w ndows at both
the first andsecond stories, and agable with atripartite wndow at the
attic.

Pn See continuation sheet
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| medi ately east of this westem plane, at the comer of the main building, is
an entry surnounted by paired w ndows (6/6) with decorative half-timbered
panel s (at the md-level landings of the stairhall). The entry conatins
doubl e doors, each |eaf of which consists of a wooden | ower panel beneath a

gl ass pane. The doors are set beneath a four-pane transomand recessed within
a pointed arch. The arch is set withina slightly projecting brick pavilion.
The east end of the north elevation (rear ell) possesses three basenent

wi ndows and groups of four w ndows at the first and second stories.

The south elevation is the mrror image of the north elevation with the
exception of itseast plane (rear ell), which is a blank brick wall with only
a single basenent w ndow.

The rear (east) elevation is synmetrical about the projecting gabled elevation
of the rear ell. The east elevation of the el | possesses three w ndows at the
basenent, a grouping of four windows at the first and second stories, and a
tripartite wndowin the gable. Flanking this gabled section (on the rear
elevation of the main building) are tw entries with shallow hoods and

repl acement altmlnumdoors and tw w ndows at the basenent, four w ndows (6/6
and 1/1) at the first story, four windows (6/6) at the second story, and two
shed doners at the attic.

The interior retains itsoriginal layout with a T-shaped hal | way at the first
story and long central hallways at the second and third stories (running

V-north-south); apartnent units open off of the hallways (one in each of the
original classroons). NMany of the building's original finishes remain on the
interior, including hallway doors, chair rails, and baseboard, and numerous
wi ndow and door cases within the units.

The building was recently rehabilitatedas part of a certifiedrehabilitation
in accordance with the Secretary of the Interior's Standards.

Archaeol ogi cal Description /

VWiile no prehistoric sites are currently recorded on the property, itis
possible that sites are present. (e site has been recorded in the general
area (withinone mle). This factor in addition to the [ocation of the
property on a relatively flat terrace overlooking the French River less than
1,000 feet away indicates favorable conditions for native settlement and

subsi stence activities. In general, however, the potential for prehistoric or
historic sitesislow as a result of the small size of the parcel, the effects
of school construction (1912-1913) on the parcel, and because pre-school
historic resorces are not known for the property.



8. Ststement of Significance Tt,A..po™r, Q ~ W | u~he”or® M”"oeo™h..eo™.""c
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

n nationally | | statewide locally

Applicable National Register Criteria PylA 1 IB lylC | ID
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) | |[A I [B I Ilc | ID | IE | |F I IG
Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates

Architectural 1912

nmoni ty A anni ng and Devel opnexnt 1912- 1938

Cultural Affiliation
NA

Significant Person Architect/Builder
—NA N Walter F. Fontaine —

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The Thonpson School, Vbster, possesses integrity of design, materials,

wor kmanshi p, setting, and historical association with the devel opnent of
Vebster as an industrial center i nthenineteenth and early twentieth
centuries. Awell-preserved exanpl e of |ate Gothic/Jacobean Revi val
architecture, thebuildingisrepresentativeof the substantial public

bui | dings that were constructed i n Vbster as an expression of civic pride
during the town's period of Industrial prosperity. The Thonpson School thus
neets criteria Aand Cof theNational Register of Historic Places, with
significance at thelocal level.

The town of Webster was incorporated i n1832, joining land that was fornerly

part of O«ford and Dudley. | n 1812, nanufacturer Samuel Slater began

purchasing land i nford and Dudl ey f or t he purpose of setting up a cotton
factory; he began production i nthearea i n1913. Slater's acquisition of
property around his new factory continued into the 1820s as hi s manufacturing r
interests grew 1n1832, a petition was filed that provided for the

i ncorporation of the town of Vbster, which would be occupied by the 1,168« - - -
i nhabi tants. .

Oneof thefirst orders of business was theestablishnent of an appropriate
public school system At thefirst town neeting, acommttee was appointed to
divide thetown into school districts; five districts were forned. The
district systemwas used i n\Webster for over thirty years until it was

abol i shed in 1867. By 1S89 Webst er had a popul ati on of nearly 7,000 people;’
thetown's 382school -age children were served by one hi gh school and 13 -
primary and grammar schools. |t islInteresting tonote that althoughthe

popul ati on of Vebster slowy Increased through the end of the nineteenth and

into thetwentieth century, the nunber of public schools steadily decreased.

C~See continuation sheet



9. My or Bibliographical References Thf)np<smn Srhnnl |, HPh<tPr. MA

Massachusetts Historical Commi ssion. Historical Survey for Webster.
W t hey, Henry. Biographical Dictionary of American Architects Deseased (1970)

Hurd, Duane H History of Wrcester County, Massachusetts (1889)
Webster City Directories.

I 1 See continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):
nn preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested HPCA # I|IOIBNA | | State historic preservation office
I I previously listed in the National Register I | Other State agency
I I previously determined eligible by the National Register I | Federal agency
d ] designated a National Historic Landmark I 1 Local government
|

I Irecorded by Historic American Buildings | University
Survey # Other
| Irecorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository:

Record #

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of property .5 acres

UTM References
A L.  2[6,1[8]|0,0| |4]6|5]9]2|0|Q] B 3L L
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

7L pL~A LIl 5 ¢ 111 el
| | See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
The property boundary begins at a point ontheeast side of Prospect Street
approximately 225 feet north of i tsintersection with Lake Street and runs
east approximately 150 feet, then north approximately 125feet, then west
approximately 165 feet, then south approximtely 140 feet.

| | See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification
The boundary contains al | land historically andpresently associated with theschool.

| | See continuation sheet

11. For mPrepared By
nane/title Christine S Beard, Preservatinn Cingnl ranr, ”~/Rp“cy FT-i>"iberp, National Rcgiater
organization . Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion date Novenber 1988 Director

street & number 80 Boylston Street telephone  (617) 727-8470
city ortown Boston date MA zipcode 02116



United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service | « #

National Register of IHistoric Places
Continuation Sheet

1 Thonpson School
Section number Page Webster, Mssachusetts

[t i sunclear whether this can be attributed to a decline i n school-age
popul ation or to the consolidation of existing schools. By 1902 there were
nine schools operating i nWbster, which at that time had a popul ation of
8, 804.

At the time the Thonpson School was built (1912), there were nearly 12,000
inhabitants of Webster and still only nine schools. The Thonpson School was
built in1912-1913 on the site of the former Prospect Street School (built in
1881), which was razed to make roomf or the |arger grammar school. The new
school was constructed at a cost of $30,000 by contractors Wal ker & Doule
Gonpany of Providence, Rhode Island. The building was designed by Walter
Francis Fontaine (1871-1938), a well-known southern New England architect who
had an office i nWonsocket, Riode Island. Fontaine studied architecture in
Europe and began hi s career i nthe office of Providence architects Stone,
Carpenter & Wlson. 1n 1903 Fontaine fonned his ow office, first in
Providence and later i nWonsocket under the nane WF. Fontaine £ Sons. He i s
known for his work as architect of numerous churches, schools, and public

buildings, including St. Charles Borromeo Church i n Providence, R.1.; St.
Joseph's College i nFitchburg, Mass.; the First Methodist Church and Y. MCA
in Wonsocket, R.1.; and St. Mary's Catholic Church at Wllimantic, Conn.

No records have been found to indicate that Fontaine designed any other
schools i nWebster. Oher architects enployed by the school commttee include
MA Dyer and E.I. Wl son.

The Thonpson School was named for Dr. John Thonpson, a Webster physician who
was an active nmenber of the school committee from 1907 until his death i n 1916
and was also on the school's building conmttee. Thonpson was bom i n
Webster, the son of Irish inmigrant parents. H was a resident and practicing
physician i nthe conmunity for many years. Known as a cigar puffing,

i ndependent man with a passion for horses, he was Instrumental i nthe
construction of the Thonpson School. Wen the school was conpleted, the
flagpole, which stands i nfront, was donated by Thonpson and his sister Nellie.

The Thonpson School was erected for use as a grammar school and continuedto
be used as such until 1980 when the building was vacated. The school had a
typical planforits period and did not contain any |arge meeting spaces, such
as an auditorium gymasium or library.

Wth the exceptionof its main entry doors, which have been replaced, the
building's exterior remains i nunaltered condition, preserving such

continued



NPSFonnKMOO. -S, . omAppm”No. 1014W

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service NV _ *

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Thonpson School
Section nunmber _ 8 _ Page 2 Webster, Massachusetts

charactistic elements of itsperiod as itspointed arches, cast-stone
trimmngs, shamhalf-timbering, high dormered roof, and brick ventilator
stacks. Additional significant details remain at theside entries, which
retain original panelled double doors. The Thonpson School i stypical of the
schools constructed i nWbster i nthelate nineteenth and early twentieth
century i nitssymetrical design, revival style architecture, and use of
brick as theprimary buidling material. The FlIlmer School (1898) and Bartlett
Hi gh School (1905), both designed i nt he Neo-classical style, are simlar

wel | -preserved exanples of Webster schools.
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April 18, 1989

Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

P.O. Box 37127

Washington, DC 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shull:

Encl osed you will find the fol | owng nomnation form

Leomnster, Quett Reabody & , 123 First Street
Leomnster, Wit & (onpary, 142 Vdter Jreet
Norfol k, Norfol k Hal |, 28 Rockwood Red

Vebster, Rock Castle School, Prospect Street, HRGA #11019\A
\Wbst er, Thonpson School, Prospect Street, HRGA #11018\VA

Al have been voted eligible by the Sate Review Board and have been
signed by the Sate Hstoric Preservation Oficer. Qwers vere notified
of pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the neeting
and were afforded the opportunity to conment. (nments receivedtodate
are attached to the nomnation form

S ncerely,

Betsy Friedberg
National Register Director
Missachusetts H storical Gnmussi on

Encl osur e;
BH

MassachusettsHistorical Commission, Valerie A. Tdmage, Executive Director, Sate Historic Presarvation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary



