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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Worcester City Hall and Gormon arelocated i nthecenter of downtown

Worcester. Thenom nated property conprises five acres of city park area and includes
the City Hall building. Therecently renovated Gonmon enconpasses a reflecting

pool and attractive landscaping. Rose bushes, shade trees, shrubbery andlawns

occupy nost of t hearea. A nonunment honoring Col onel Timothy Bigelow of Revolu-
tionary Wr fame anda nonunent t otheWar Dead stand ont heproperty. The O d
Burying Gound i salso situated i nt he Gonmon. The Gonmon area i sbounded by Main
Street t othe west, Front Street tothenorth andeast, andFranklin Street to the
south. Thesurrounding area i sconmprised of thecomercial andcivic structuresof

the downtown section of thecity.

Worcester City Hall was designed by Boston architects Peabody and Stearns and built i n
1898 by t he Norcross Conpany. Thebuilding stands onthesite of t he 1825 G eek
Revival Town Hall which was denolished tonake way for thenewCity Hall. Thebulk

of the building i s Second Renai ssance Revival i nstyle, a phase of architecture
inspired by MKim Mead and Wite's Boston Public Library. Thetower designi s
derived from theTetrecento Palazzo Vecchio i nFlorence. Thefour story symmetrical
rectangul ar block i sconstructed of grey Milford granite. | ti s85feet long, 219
feet wide, andthecentral tower rises 205feet above thestreet. Thehip roof of
the building andt hefour sided peak of thetower arecovered i nredtiles. Thereare
two chimmeys andfour skylights ontheeast elevation roof. Thedesign elenents of

the structure arearranged i nt hemanner of a Renai ssance urban palazzo. The first
two levels (ground floor andfirst floor) aregrouped by their material andsinple

W ndow treatments toserve as a base for thefull architectural expression of the
third level as a piano nobile. This device i sa mechanismt ohouse thepublic
ceremoni al functions of the building. Thefourth level, by itssmaller proportions,
is expressed as ancillary space tothepiano nobile. A sinple nol ded stone band
defines thesecond story floor level. Thesecond story stones aresmaller andnot so
deeply carved as those ontheground level. Thethird andfourth stories are separated
from those bel ow by a double granite band. These two stories areof snooth stone with
a nore refined detail. Thebuilding entablaturei sornamented by a frieze of carved
rosetts anddentils beneath thebracketed eaves. There i scarved decorationat the
edge of t he eave cornice.

Fenestration is 1/1and varies i nscale fromstory tostory. First story windows are
rectangul ar and plain. Second story windows arelarger andare headed by jack arches
with bevel ed voussoirs and heavy keystones. Thetops of these arches arelinked by
the lower granite band mentioned above. Third story windows areround arched with
mol ded architraves. Fourth story windows aresimilar tothose ontheground |evel but
with nolded architraves.

The inposing facade faces west toward Main Street. |t i senphasized at thecenter
where a two story enclosed entrance portico gives rise tothetower. A heavy carved
eagl e stands over thecentral archway andentrance. This archway i sflanked by a pair
of massive curving Baroque staircaseswhich wind around t oboth sides of t he second
floor of theportico. An elaborate central doorway onthethird floor above opens
out onto a balcony formed by theflat roof of theportico.
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The tower, engaged i nthe nass of thestructure, rises free above. The toweri s
pierced onall four sides by small paired arched wi ndows approximately half way up.
A gilded clock face stands on each side directly above these windows interrupted
by a massive cartouche on each corner. A corbelled arched table supportsthe
projecting belfry balcony and parapet wall. Thebelfry i sformed of large rec-
tangul ar piers which support carved FRonan arches on each of t hefour sides. Above
these arches i sa bracketed table beneath another parapet wall encircling thebase
of theroof pinnacle. The central porch and tower section i s separated fromtwo
end pavillions by a five bay w de main block section on either side.

The facade i saccented by theslightly projecting pavillions at both the northern
and southern ends. Each pavillion is capped by a | owpitched roof andi s quoined
at both corners of thethird and fourth story levels. At thecenter of each
pavillion is a large Roman arch supported by conposite pilasters. Both arches con-
tain paired round arched |eaded glass wi ndows separated by an engaged conposite
colum. A carved boss occupies thespandrel. At the base of thearch i neach

pavillion i san elaborately carved stone balcony supported by twoheavy carved
brackets.
The three bay deep north and south elevations areidentical. The first and second

stories of both elevationshave a doubl e-double-single wi ndow pattern fromwest to
east. Second story wi ndows are headed by a tall keystone. The center and western
end bays of thethird and fourth stories onboth elevations areoccupied by two full
two story Roman arches containing double round arched |eaded glass windows identical

to those on t hefacade pavillions. The eastern end bay onboth el evations has
doubl e round arched wi ndows on thethird story and double rectangul ar wndows on t he
fourth.

A central enphasis i sagain carried out ontheeast (rear) elevation facingthe
Gommon. A central pavillion with a | owpitched roof domnates theelevation. A
two story rusticated entrance porch i sshallower than that on thenain facade. | t
has double glass doors headed by a six light round arched fan with keystone. The
keystone i sflanked by cartouches. The flat roof of theporch i sencircled by a
carved balustrade. Thethird and fourth stories of thepavillion areoccupied by

a triple arched window, thecenter arch being wider andtaller than those flanking
it. The windows ar eleaded glass framed by conposite pilasters which support carved
Foman arch cornices. The comers of this third and fourth story pavillionare
quoined. The center section i sflanked by a seven bay wi de section toeither side.
The center three arched windows of thethird story on both sides have massive carved
bal coni es supported by four large stone brackets at their base. These three w ndows
on both sides areframed by ornanented friezes and a nolded flat cornice.
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The building originally contained sixty roons, now nmany nore. | twas constructed

to be fireproof throughout and i sdecorated i nmarble, quartered oak and mahogany.
The nost inpressive interior featurei sa grand staircase leading from the ground
floor tothethird floor. |ltsstairs areof mrble, the balusters are of cast
iron i na heavy Baroque design, and t hehand rail i sof mahogany.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Worcester City Hall i ssignificant for its architectural style and prom nence

in downtown Worcester. | tisalso significant as thecenter of governnmental

affairs i nthecity since 1898.

& theoriginal twenty acres of Cormon |and set aside i n 1669, five remain.
The City Hall stands onthis original acreage. | ntheNewEngland tradition,
the Gormmon | and was created as a training ground, burying ground and pasture.
Captain James Goodwi n, t hefamed "Captain Gooding" of "Yankee Doodle", i s
reputed t ohave been anearly drill master there. The d d South Meetinghouse
was erected onthesouthwest corner of theCommon i n1719. |saiah Thomas, a
printer, read aloud theDeclaration of Independence onJuly 14, 1776 froni t he
steps of t hesecond neetinghouse built onthesite of thed d South. This i s
said tohave been thefirst public reading of the Declaration i n New Engl and.

Railroad tracks fromthe 1850's which traversed t he Cormon were removed i n 1877.
Tne O d Burying Gound was surveyed i n 1853, andthestones were buried flat
under ground.

The nost recent |andtaking occurred i n 1973 when construction of t he Wrcester
Center complex required realignment of Salemand Front Streets t othenorthand
east of t ha Conmon. .,

The first Worcester building designed expressly for town offices was a G eek
Revival structure constructed i n1825 at a cost of $9,017.90. | twas greatly
expanded i n 1841 andaltered during theensuing years. Until Mechanics Hall was
built i n1857, t heUpper Chanber of t he Town Hall was t helargest hall i n
Worcester. Thepresent City Hall stands onthesite of the 1825 structure. The
Massachusetts State Legislature passed anact i n 1894 authorizing theCity of
Worcester toborrow $300,000 tobuild a newCity Hall. Among nine conpeting firms,
Peabody and Stearns were selected todesign the building. Norcross Brothers,

a nationally known Worcester contracting firm were thebuilders.
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Hon. Paul Tsongas
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Br ookl i ne
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State Historic Preservation Officer

Ms. Elizabeth R Anadon

Executive Director,
Hi storical Conm ssion
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Bost on, Massachusetts

Massachusetts

‘ Yii-



Advisory
Council On
Higtoric
Preservation

1522 K Street NW.
Washington D.C.
20005

JAN 17 190 L..fito>"'A

M. Edward R Fleischman

Chief, Planning and Anal ysis Division
Office of Transit Assistance

U ban Mass Transportation Adm nistration
Departnent of Transportation

Washi ngton, DC 20590

Dear M. Fleischnan:

n January 10, 1980, the Council received your determnation
that installation of bus sheltersusing financial assistance
from the Wrban Mass Transportation Adm nistrationwould

not adversely affect the Worcester City Hall and Conmon.
\Wrcester,, Massachusetts™, a property included in the
National Register of kistoric Places. |n accordance with
Section 800.6(a) of the Council's regulations (36 R

Part 800), the Executive Director does not object toyour
determ nation.

As provided in Section 800.9 of the Council's regulations,
a copy of your determnation of no adverse effect, along

wi th supporting docunmentation and this concurrence,

should be included i n any assessment or statement prepared
for this undertaking in conpliance with the National
Environnmental Policy Act and should be kept i n your

records as evidence of your conpliance with Section 106

of the National Historic Preservation Act and the Council's
regul ations.

Thank you f or your cooperation.
Sincerely,

Afo(iJIAYT—
Jordan E Tannenbaum

Cef, Eastern Division
of Project Review
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FORM B - BUILDING

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

1.

2, Photo (3x3" or 3x5")
Staple to left sde of form
Photo number

Rolls 28 &29

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location
in relation to nearest cross streets and
other buildings. Indicate north.

: OTHS.

DO NOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE
USGS Quadrant

MHC Photo no.

(over)

5M 2- 75- R061465 (20M 2"76)

In Area no. Form no.
130-CBD-
. 37
Town Worcester
Address 455 Man Street
Name Worcester City Hall & Gommn

Present use city hall & park

Present owner City of Worcester
Description:
Date 1898
Source se attached information
Style Renaissance Revival
Architect Pesbody & Stearns of Boston
Exterior wall fabric granite
Outbuildings (describe)  none
Other features see attached National Registt

of Historic PlacesInventory--Nomination

Fom

Altered no Date

Moved no Date

Lot size:

Ore acre or less Over one acre "

Approximate frontage 300

Approximate distance of building from street
ko*

Recorded by see attached form

Organization

Date information prepared October 1977



7. Original owner (if known)
Original use
Subsequent uses (if any) and dates

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural Exploration/ Science/
TheArts settlement invention
Commerce Industry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

This property is listed an the National Register of Historic Places;
see attached nomination form for historical background.

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)















