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STREET AND NUMBER:

Box 383
Cl TY OR TOWN: ST

Union
Jipi^lllllHiiiiilM^i W -^ -3  s; " : - :::; ": :: ' -' """ ' : ; : :f : ; - III 1 1 !il

^TE: CODE

South Carolina 41
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CONDITION
| | Excellent

3 Altered

n Good [
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H Foir

Unaltered

(Check One) 

1 1 Deteriorated D Ruins

(Chock 

D Moved

1 1 Unexposed

One) 

JT] Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Built 1845-1848, Greek Revival mansion. Massive columned 

porticos present identical facades on three sides, solid brick 

columns are covered with stucco. Interior has high frescoed 

ceilings and elaborately carved woodwork. Ornamented plaster 

work of ceiling in downstairs front parlor is among notable 

features; crystal chandelier hangs from acanthus leaf medallion. 

Fireplace in each room. Once-separate kitchen now adjoins 

house; an old slave cabin and cistern remain in rear yard. 

Stairway altered; front steps extended across house.



PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
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G >5th Century D 17th Century

18th Century 
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20th Century
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AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Aboriginal [~1 Education [~| Political 

|~| Engineering 

[~1 Industry 

[ | Invention 

Q Landscape

Architecture 

|~~1 Literature 
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3 Music

| | Prehistoric

O Historic

[ | Agriculture

t7] Architecture

D Art
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| | Conservation

C3 Religion/Phi­ 

losophy

|] Science

[~| Sculpture
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Union   settled in 1791, usurping the prestige of Old Pinckneyville

after 1800, prospering first as a crossroads town and then as a wealthy
Up Country 

and aristocratic/planter town   retains a number of impressive

antebellum mansions in both county and town. Herndon Terrace is one 

of the best remaining examples of this type architecture.

The house was built and has always been occupied by the Herndon- 

Thomson family, prominent in Union County.

Still standing on the grounds is the large cork oak tree mentioned 

in Shaffer's Carolina Gardens.



$& |ii|p| i j;i L i 0 GR A PHI C A t. RE F E R E N C H S :; - ,;. ; > ;| ;":;.; • x " : ;.f &m mmMm^mmm, * f :' :: 'B • ::| ^ : i"i : ;:. - : • vi- M: l ; : :i4%P!lll

WPA, South Carolina: A Guide to the Palmetto State, American Guide Series.
New York, Oxford University Press. 1941. 

Kenneth F. and Blanche Marsh, Plantation Heritage in Upcountry, South Carolina
Asheville, N.C., Biltmore Press. 1962. 

Shaffer, Carolina Gardens
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance ofJthis nomination is: 
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. ^^^
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