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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Trie D &• KG- Depot In Castle Keck, Colorado is a single detached 
structure of rectangular plan measuring 24' X 40'. On the side 
is a portico from which switching and telegrapny could be per 
formed. The building is lj stories with a tin roof. There is 
a crawl space underneath the structure. It was built of native 
rhyolite stone, a volcanic rock, quarried within a mile of its 
original and present location.

This railway station is distinctive with its wood-carved but 
tressing supporting walls and large, overhanging roofline. 
Over each doorway is a transom... Over each window is a lintel 
with slipsills underneath. The walls are of double-stone
thickness, cut stone, coursed.

On the interior are the original teller cages, switches and 
ticket cabinetry, In what was the luggage and shipping room 
(now the livingroorri) a 20' high natural rock wall with names 
and dates dating back to 1875 are found. Overhead are massive 
wooden beams connected to the outside carved "buttresses men 
tioned above.

The depot was built by Benjamin Harnrnar, now buried in the Cas 
tle Hock cemetary. Harnrnar constructed the original Denver 
Union Terminal in downtown Denver. Although the architect is 
not known, the original ink and water color architectual ren 
derings have been donated by trie Kio Graride and hang inside 
the building.

the station was moved off its original site by its present own 
ers in 1970. It stands just several blocks away arid sustained 
very little damage from the move --which saved the building 
from being torn down.

Due to the permanence of this structure, the U. S. Coast & Geo 
logical Survey located the Castle hock Station as a "Benchmark 11 
for elevation purposes.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Several years before Colorado Statehood, Gen. \vrri. Jackson Pal 
mer was constructing his initial railnead between Denver and 
Pueblo. That link was completed between 1871-72. Colorado 
Springs was a mere village. The town of Castle Hock was plat 
ted in 1874. Only a few \ stone railroad depots were construct 
ed by the D & KG (or any of the railroads).. Neither town re 
cords or those kept by the D & B.G recount a specific date of 
.construction —since the building was a public utility and the 
D & KG was being run by the Sante Fe K.K. in that time of hard 
ship. But by dates on the walls and by dates of manufacture 
of hardware^, the year of construction was placed at 1875.

Unlike many other railroad depots, this one at Castle Kock was 
not added onto or otherwise "defaced". Probably due to the 
fact that Castle Kock itself did riot witness tremendous growth 
as a town sucii as iiittleton, or did not wither and die. 'Yet 
the Denver & hio Grande railroad did grow arid make a giant con 
tribution to fc.ae State of Colorado. This building stands as a 
graphic reminder" of that pict.

Undoubtedly many famous personages and sons noteworthy events 
have happened in or nearby this old structure. One lady tic 
ket agent working there after the turn of the century stand 
ardly carried a pistol strapped to her side as she has written. 
Yet, unlike the names and dates written in carbon black on the 
interior walls, other history on this place is lost or unknown.



Down at the Depot, Alexander, L.dwin P., 197O, Bramhill House,
New York, p. 28. The Denver fost, Dec. 28, 1969, "Castle hod
Landmark --Depot to Become Hone 
Denver Post, July 0, 1970, "All
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Aboard I Depot Chugs Off to New
Station" p. 92. KBTV Television Newscast, July 7, 1970 and 
in Aug., 1969. KBTR neve; radio several news spots July 7, 1970. 
Empire Magazine, Nov. 19, 1972, "They Live at the Depot", by
Joanne Ditrner, pp. 56-59. Other articles: The Douglas County 
News -July 9, 197O; The Gazette Telegraph (Colo. Spgs'. ) Approx. 
Nov. 8, 1970.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
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