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1. Name of Property
historic name Congregational Churcli of West Stocl<bridge

other names/site number West Stockbridge Congregational Church

2. Location

street & number 45 Main Street N/A notfor publication
city ortown West Stockbridge __ N/Avicinity

state Massachusetts code MA countv Berkshire code 003 zipcode 01266

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Actof 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this nomination
» request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties Inthe National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements setforth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
/fi meets « does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

e nationally < statewide ~ locally. (e See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

gnature of certifying official/Title U Gate '

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property « meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
I, heraroy certify that this property Is:
entered In the National Register
» See continuation sheet.
» determined eligible for the
National Register
* See continuation sheet.
» determined not eligible for the
National Register
* removed from the
National Register
» other (explain):
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Name of Property

5. Classification

Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

Category of Property
(Check only one box)

X private X building(s)
_ public-local _ district "
__ public-State _ site
_ public-Federal _ structure

_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)
N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

RELIGION / religious facility

7. Description

Architectural Classitication
(Enter categories from instructions)

LATE VICTORIAN / Stick/Eastlake

Narrative Description

Berkshire Countv. Massachusetts
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources In the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 buildings
sites
structures
. objects
1 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

0

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

RELIGION / religious facility

IVlaterials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation STONE / marble
walls WOOD / weatherboard, shingle

roof ASPHALT

other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

See attached.
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7. DESCRIPTION

The Congregational Church of West Stockbridge is located on the eest Sde of Main Street (Route 102)
in the village of West Stockbridge in Berkshire County, Massachusetts. Main Street, which runs
north/south, isthe commercid and ingtitutional spine of the village. Just behind the buildings on the

* west Sde of Main Sirest, running pardld to the drest, isthe Williams River, which can be glimpsed
from the low hill on which the church gands. The Congregational Church is located a the village's
southem edge, where Main Sireet terminates & afork inthe road. The westem spur of the fork,
known &s Old Greet Barrington Road, leeds south toward Interchange 2 on the Massachusetts Tumpike
and, south of the tumpike, toward the town of Great Barrington; the eestem sour isthe continuation of
Route 102 and leeds in a southeegterly  direction toward the town of Stockbridge, Massachusetts.
Extending eest from the southem terminus of Main Street (where the road forks) is a villageroad
known as South Street. The area immediately surrounding the Congregational Church of West
Stockbridge is primarily resdentia in character. Most of the nearby buildings, like many buildings
throughout the village, dateto the second and third quarters of the nineteenth century.

The church occupies a 0.35-acre L-shgped parcd with frontage on both Main and South streets. The
church is st back gpproximately sixty feet eest of Main Street and seventy-five feet north of South
Stret. An asphdt-paved driveway begins a the southwest comer of the parcel, extends past the front
of the church, then tums and mns dong the north facadetoward the reer of the building. Along the
northem edge of the parce the land dopes sharply down severd feet toward the adjacent empty lot.
Similarly, dong the westem edge of the parcd the land dopes sharply up severd feet as it risesfrom
Main Street, then assumesa gentler dope. The overal manne in which the land rises gently west to
eed acrossthe parce can be reed in the church's foundation, severa inches more of which are
exposd a the front than a the rear of the building. The vacant parcd bordering the church on the
north isthe former ste of the Village Grammar School (knowwn in earlier years as "the Academy™),
which was demalished in the early twentieth century. Bordering this parcd on the north is atwo-story
wood-frame former carriage house built inthe 1840swith Itdianate detailing. For many yearsthis
house was owned by the Congregationa Church of West Stockbridge and sarved as the pastor's
resdence. The house was subsequently divided into gpartments and is no longer associated with the
church. The houseis not included in the present National Register nomination.

Facing Main Strest, in the yard in front of the church, sandsa painted wood sign, approximately 4'
high by 6" wide, that announces the name of the church and its pastor and the schedule for services.
In the sameyard, near the southwest comer of the church, dandsa mature basam fir tree. A row of
five maple trees mns parald to Main Street between the street and the church's paved driveway.
Plantings in the yard north of the church include severa hardwood trees and white pine. Near the
church's rear entrance (at the southeest comer of the building) stands awhite birch tree.
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Stick Style, which was a popular architectural style, especidly in the northeestem United States, inthe
two decedes leading up to the church's constmction in 1882. Among the church's fegtures that are
characterigtic of the Stick Style are the gegply pitched gable roof with cross gables, decorative
tmsswork inthe goex of the gables wooden wall cladding interrupted by horizonta and vertical
boards (stickwork) aranged in pattems and faintly reminiscent of the exposad stmctural members of
medieva half-timbered houses wood cladding (clgpboards and shingles) aranged in pattems within
the goaces cregted by the stickwork; overhanging eaves supported by decorative brackets, and the
church's square tower with its gegp pyramidd roof.

The church rises from a foundation of locally quarried sone (mostly marble). Thefoundation
originaly belonged to a Congregationa church designed inthe Gresk Reviva style that was built on
the Ste in 1843 and was destroyed by fire in 1881. The church iscmciform inplan. The largest
geble block, which rises two and ahalf gories, is gpproximatdy 53' by 35', with its principal axis
mnning north/south. Projecting eestward from this block is a one-and-a-haf-story gable block with an
approximate footprint of 43' by 8. A two-story geble block that originally housed a lecture room and
currently serves as the church's office projects westward from the center of the main gable block on
the church's principal facade. This projecting gable block, which is gpproximately 22" wide and
extends gpproximately 22" west of the main gable block, isframedby two smdler, one-gory blocks
(14" wideby i r degp) that form the entrances to the church. The roof dopesof al five gable blocks
ae clad with agphdt shingles, as isthe roof of the open-work tower that surmounts the two-story
gable block. These agphdt shingles are not origina fabric but, rather, replace the wood shingles that
originaly clad the church's roof surfeces.

While the Stick Style was most commonly employed in the late nineteenth century in the design of
domestic architecture, the Congregational Church of West Stockbridge atteststo the style's
gopropriateness dso for amdl-scae indtitutional buildings. Even with itstall tower, the church does
not overwhem its residential neighbors. Perhgpsthe architectura features that mogt definitively sst
the building goat—and dso reved its eccesiagica neture—are the window and door openings, many
of which rise to pointed or gothic arches  The church's west, north, and south facedesfeature large
composite windows that are arranged in arch configurations, and arched or pentagond transoms
surmount many of the building'sother windows. Virtually all of the church's window sseh feature
colored glass and digtinctive muntin pattems (“cathedrd borders’). For example, windows that are
described below as "cathedrd four-over-four" condst of (7) atop ssehwith four large litesbordered
aong the top and the ddeswith smdl lites of colored glassand (2) a bottom saeh with four large lites
bordered aong the Sdeswith small lites of colored glass In generd, dark-colored glass, with
contrasting (pale or bright) comer blocks, characterizes the cathedral borders. Except in afew places
where plain trangparent replacement glass hes been ingtalled (presumably due to bregkage of the
origina glass), the large lites of the "cathedrd four-over-four" windows throughout the church contain
enamded glassboagting a decorative diamond-and-fleur-de-lis pattem.

(continued)
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The builders of the Congregational Church of West Stockbridge embraced the Stick Style's penchant
for multitextured wall surfaces by incorporating into the church's design severd different types of
exterior wood cladding as well as awide variety of wood omament and decorative trim. A piece of
horizontal stickwork extends dong the church's principal (west, north, and south) facadesa aleve
approximately 4' above the building'ssill/foundation and establishes an essentid datum. (All of the
church's first-floor windows rise from this level, their sills intersecting the horizonta stickwork.) The
4'-deep band below this piece of gtickwork is clad (except beneath the church's arched composite
windows, as noted below) with diagonad wood boards.  Abovethis horizontal stickwork but below the
gable pegksthe church's exterior wallsare clad with horizonta clgpboards. The gable pegks are clad
with wood shingles in various shepesaranged in dtemating bands.

Wegtfacade: The church's west (principal) facade, facing Main Sfreet, is symmefrically arranged.
Only the narrow red-brick chimney rising through the south dope of the roof of the projecting
two-story gable block, which has no counterpart on the roof s north dope, dismpts the symmetry of
the composition. At the center of the west facade is a large, arched tripartite window. Each of the
three rectangular openings in this composite window contains double-hung four-over-four
cathedrd-bordered saeh surmounted by atransom. The two-lite cathedrd-bordered transom over the
middle opening tekesthe form of a pointed arch, while the flanking transoms (dso with two large lites
and cathedrd borders) are squat pentagons. Together the three windows creete the impression of a
shalow pointed arch—the shgpe registered in the molded wood trim above the window. The
composte window's sill projects beyond the plane of the facade and rests on a modillion band.
Benegth the composite window the 4'-degp band of diagond-board cladding is intermpted by three
gtickwork arches; the interior of each arch contains wood shingles. In the gable above the composite
window the cladding condgts of dtemating bands of wood shingles of various shepes The geble
features two rectangular window openings a the second-floor level; eech opening contains cathedrd
four-over-four saeh. In the goace beneath these windows and above the composite window the
fransition from shingle cladding to dgpboards is achieved by flaring out the bottom few rows of
shingles, which are underscored by amodillion band. Two much larger decorative wood brackets
project out to support the two-story gable block's degp eaves. The otherwise plain and narrow
vergeboards blossom into decorative spindlework where they meat these supporting brackets. One of
the mogt striking festures of the church's west facade is the decorétive trasswork in the gpex of the
two-story projecting gable, which is echoed inthe lessdaborate spindlework inthe gpex of the geble
in eech entrance block.

Each of the one-gtory entrance blocks that framethe centra projecting two-story gable block on the
church's west facade is roofed over intwo parts. Adjacent to the two-story block is a narrow strip
protected by an extenson of the west roof dope of the church's main (two-and-a-haf-story) gable
block; the remainder of each entrance block is protected by a gable roof with north- and south-facing
dopes. The narrow strip of dgpboarded wall on the west facade of each entrance block isintermpted
by a narrow rectangular window opening that contains cathedrd two-over-two saeh. The west-facing

(continued)
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gable in each entrance block echoesin its ddals—the spindlework in the gpex, the eave-supporting
breckets, the flared wall surface and modillion band marking the transition between wood-shingle
cladding (in the gable pesk) and horizontal dapboards (bdow)—the centrd two-story block. At eech
entrance, six wood gepsframedby ssmplewood handrails rise through an opening surmounted by a
shalow pointed arch (with molded wood trim) to the doors leading to avestibule. Each double-leaf
enfrance features twofive-panelwood doors.

Southfacade: The southem facade of the west-facing two-story gable block contains asingle
window opening with cathedra four-over-four saeh, a squat pentagond two-lite cathedra-bordered
transom, and projecting wood trim above the transom. Beneeth this opening, intermpting the church's
marble foundation, is a rectangular cdllar window. The southem facade of the one-dtory entrance
block contains a single rectangular window opening with cathedrd four-over-four sseh. Thiswindow
a0 has a corresponding cdllar window. The principa focus of the church's south eevation isthe
south facade of the principa (two-and-a-haf-story) gable block, which is dominated by alarge
composite window rising to shalow pointed arch. Eight sgparate openings comprise this window.
The four centra openings—two narrow rectangles with double-hung saeh, eech opening surmounted by
a shdlower narrow opening with double-hung sseh (the top sash assuming the form of atall pointed
achy—ocontain gained glass  These memorid windows were the work of Messts. J. & R. Lamb of
New York City. They were donated & the time of the church's constmction in 1882 by members of
the Congregational Society of West Stockbridge; one is dedicated to the meamory of Nathan Shaw, a
former pagtor, and the other to the memory of Marcus Tmesdell and his daughter. The four openings
that frame and complete this composite window consg of two narrow rectangles with cathedrd
six-over-sx sseh and, surmounting eech of these openings, a shadlower narrow opening with
double-hung cathedra two-over-four saeh (the top saeh being pentagond in shape). The sill of the
composte window projects beyond the plane of the facade and rests on amodillion band. Unlike the
fripartite composite window on the church's west facade, this larger four-part composite window rises
to invade the shingle-clad portion of the gable, inwhich (as on the west facade) shingles of various
shepesae aranged in dtemating bands  The composite window's shalow pointed arch springs from
the facade's line of trangition from shingleto clgpboard cladding, and the modillioned trim above the
window is a continuation of the modillion band on which the flared shingles rest. Beneeth the
composite window the 4'-deep band of diagond-board cladding is intermpted by three stickwork
arches; the interior of each arch contains wood shingles. There are two cdllar windows in the south
facade of the church's principal gable block; eech cdlar window is located directly benegth one of the
two points from which the centra stickwork arch springs. Two additiona, dender window openings
frame the composite window on the principal gable block's south facade. Each of these windows is
located afew feet in from a comer of the gable block and features cathedrd six-over-six sseh, a quat
pentagond two-lite cathedra-bordered transom, and projecting wood trim above the transom. As on
the west facade, the degp eaves of the gable block are supported on decorative brackets and the
otherwise plain and narrow vergeboards blossom into spindlework where they meet these brackets.
The south facade of the church's main gable block is congpicuoudy devoid of the sort of omate

* (continued)
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tmsswork that characterizes the principal gable end on the west facade. The south facade of the
shdlow reer (one-and-a-hdf-gtory) gable block is clad entirely with wood dapboards and contains a
simple wood door; awood ramp with awood handrail leeds to this door and provides whedchair
aocessto the church.

Northfacade: Thechurch's north facade isvirtually amirror image of the south facade, the most
notable exception being that the rear gable block has no door and is characterized by alower roofline
on thenorth The stained-glassmemorial windows on the north facade were donated in memory of
Matthew Freedley and Sylvester and Rena Spencer.

Eagfacade: The one-and-a-hdf-gory rear gable block has a complex roofline. From the gable pesk
to the level of the eaves of the church's main gable block the roof is steeply pitched; it then assumes a
more gradud pitch &s it continues on ether Sde. The entire eadt facade of this projecting gable block
is clad with horizontal dgpboards and is devoid of stickwork. By contrast, the est facade of the
principal gable block features the 4'-degp band of diagond-board cladding from window-sill level
down to the foundation. A cathedrd six-over-six window with atwo-lite cathedra-bordered

pentagond transom and projecting wood trim intermpts the east facade of the principa gable block a
the southeest comer.  Fenedtration inthe rear facade of the one-and-a-hdf-gory gable block condsts

of adiamond-shgped dained-glass window just below the gable pesk and, a first-floor level, a
rectangular cathedrd four-over-four window in each of the origina shed extendons of the gable block.

In 1959, as part of a project that involved the installation of a new fiimace, the church's basament was
degpened by approximately 18'. A new concrete floor and concrete footings below the church's
original marble foundation were installed. The result was a fiill basement inwhich Sunday school
dassssand community suppers could be held. The only exterior evidence of this renovation project is
a the northeast comer of the church, where an entrance to the besament was cregted through the
constmction of a small additionto the original one-and-a-hdf-gory projecting gable block. This
addition simply extends the roofline of the origina gable block, and, in 0 doing, partly obscuresan
origina window opening on the eedt facade & the northeest comer of the church's principal gable
block; the original window surround is still partly visible and the cathedrd-bordered two-lite
pentagond transom is intact, but the rectangular opening has been filled in with horizontal clagpboards.

The church's openwork bell tower rises neer the reer of the west-facing two-story gable block. The
tower's bell, which weights 809 pounds and is mng by a rope, was supplied by the Menedy Bell
Company of West Troy, New York. The tower itself is square in plan and condgts of a e,
four-sided, agphdt-shingled base decorative tmsdike openwork; and a stegply pitched,
agphdt-shingled pyramida roof that flares dightly where it meatsthe openwork walls supporting it.
The openwork on eech sde of the tower features two large pentagond openings topped by diamond
latticework. On eech dde two wood brackets anchor the openwork to the beseand flve amdler
projecting brackets "support” the tower's roof. The tower is surmounted by a delicate and daborate

(continued)
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copper finid: a dender spike rising out of shooting, sprouting, drooping, and unfurling leaves through
athree-inch-degp crownlike band. A much lessomeate finia gracesthe roof ridge near the front (west
end) of the two-story gable block; recessed to the point where the projecting eaves begin, this finia
occupies the same plane as the exterior wall surface of the gable block's west facade.

The exterior of the Congregationd Church of Wes Stockbridge was originally painted in three
complementary shadesof olive green.  Today the church's exterior is painted white; the double-leaf
doors of the church's two principal entrances on the west facade are painted red.

The interior of the Congregationa Church of West Stockbridge retains many of its original finishes
and fijmishings, including pews, choir loft, wainscoting, and other omamentd trim and woodwork of
native chestnut grown inthe area Ead of the entrance vedtibules is the sanctuary, whose visual focus
isthe gpesker's podium and, beyond it, the colorful pipe organ, which occupies the
one-and-a-half-sory wing esst of the sanctuary. The church's pews are aranged amphitheater-style, in
concentric arcs, and the floor dopes gently as it goproaches the goesker’s platform. The pipe organ,
installed in 1883, was built by William A. Johnson of Johnson & Son, Westfield, Massachusetts, and
was rebuilt and enlarged in 1975 by Andover Organ Company of Methuen, Massechusetts. The
painted pipes, detailed in gold, are made of pine and somce. Abovethe orgen is the diamond-shaped
ganed-glass window, which feaiures atrangparent globe bearing the motto "THE LORD OUR
RIGHTEOUSNESS." The church office, formerly the lecture room, in the west-facing gable block
framed by the entrance vedtibules, is sgparated from the sanctuary by diding ssehthat can be lifted to
unite the two rooms. The exposad tmss beams in the interior of the church are characteridtic of the

Stick Style.
1 (} |
- ° N
| ’ ]
Archaeological Description ' " P> * R M«
°*° "oey 1.3 oo, |if

While no prehistoric sites are currently recorded on the church property or inthe generd area (within
one mile), it is possble that dtes are present. The physical characteridics of the propety—a
well-drained, level to moderatdy doping terace within 1,000 feet of the Williams River, atributary of
the Housatonic River drainage—indicate locationd criteriathat are favorable for prehistoric settlement
and subsgence activities. In generd, however the small sze of the parcd (0.35 acres) and church
congtmction indicate a low potential for significant prehistoric survivas.

A high potential exigs for historic archaeologica resources on the property. The existing church was
built on the foundation of an earlier (1843) church that bumed in 1881. Stmctural remains may exist
from portions of the earlier church that were not incorporated into the existing church. Stmctural
remains may dso survive from a privy assodiated with the earlier church. Archaeological depodts
may aso survive from the 1881 fire, including building debris from the earlier church. Sheet refiise
pattems may exist from activities conducted a the existing and earlier church.
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria

(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X A Property is associated with events that have
made a significant contribution to the broad
patterns of our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and

distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction. ,

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is;

X A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
F a commemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Berkshire Countv. Massachusetts
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE
COMMUNITY PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT

Period of Significance
1843-1946

Significant Dates
1843, 1882

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A
Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
C. T. Rathbun / Billv H. Hatch

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

X State Historic Preservation Office
_ Other State agency

_ Federal agency

_ Local government

_ University

_ Other
Name of repository:

Massachusetts Historical Commission



Congregational Church of West Stockbridge Berkshire Countv, Massachusetts
Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property 0.35acres

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

118 634550 4687780
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Descritse the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitte Edna B. Garnett, West Stockbridge Historical Commission, with Betsv Friedberg. NR Director. MHC

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date July 1996
street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard tdephone 617 727-8470
city ortown Boston state MA Zip code 02125

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Shedts

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name West Stockbridge Village Congregational Church
street & number 45 Main Street, P. O. Box 293 telephone
city ortown West Stockbridge state Massachusetts zip code 01266

Paperwork Reduction ActStatement This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, andto amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for
reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or
any aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the
Office of Management and Budget, Papenwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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8. Satement of Sgnificance > ! >< t

The history of the Congregationad Church of West Stockbridge is closdly intertwined with the history
of the town itself, which was established in 1774 largely through the efforts of 18th-century settlers of
the region who were Congregationdists of English descent.  The current Congregationa Church of
West Stockbridge, built in 1882 on the site of a church building congtructed in 1834 and destroyed by
fire in 1881, isthe sole remaining Congregationa church building in West Stockbridge and hes been a
focus of religious and socid activity inthe town for more than a century. In addition, the church is
significant as the town's most prominent and best-presarved  example of Stick Style architecture. The
Congregational Church of West Stockbridge mestsNational Regiger criteriaA and C a the local
level.

In the 1760s what is now the town of West Stockbridge was still part of the town of Stockbridge,
Massachusetts. Effortsto sgparate gpparently initiated in March 1768, when the warrant for
Stockbridge's town meseting included an article "to see if the town [of Stockbridge] will remit to the
inhabitants living on the west Sde of the mountain, the whole or a part of their taxes, in order for sad
inhabitants to hire preaching among themsdves, such part of the year as their taxeswill pay for." A
committee was thus established to develop plans for partitioning the town, with the eventud result
being the incorporation of West Stockbridge in 1774.

Following the éection of the new town's first officers, one of the first recorded actions wes a vote "to
rase some money to hire preaching.” Twelve pounds were dlocated for the year 1774, and the town
hired the Rev. William Aaron Bogue, on a probationary badis, to leed worship services that were
conducted in private homes.

In Jenuary 1776 the town of West Stockbridge voted to build a megtinghouse, but early effortsto raise
money for construction were impeded by the Revolutionary War. Throughout the ensuing decede the
town continued to dlocate fiinds for hiring preachers, and sarvices continued to be conducted in
private homes. Not until 1786 did the town begin to redize its plans for building a meetinghouse,
when abuilding "54' long, 42" wide and 23' high" began to rise in the area of West Stockbridge now
known locally as West Center.  In April 1789 the medtinghouse was sufficiently complete that town
meeting could be held there; a the time, however, the building still lacked windowsand a stove. The
meetinghouse was painted in 1792, and by 1793 windowsand a sove were in place.

Among the citizens of West Stockbridge who worshiped a the medtinghouse were Baptists as well as
Congregationdigs, and the members of both denominations were assessad equally for the support of
preaching. The advisory council established by the town in August 1789 for administering the public
worship condged of three Congregationdists and three Baptists. But the members of the
Congregationa society, who gpparently outnumbered the Baptists, gopear to have dominated worship-
related activities. Town records indicate that in 1791 "al denominations dissenting fi-om the

(continued)
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Congregationd order be excused fi-om paying any part of the settlement or sdary” of the minister
hired to preech a the medtinghouse. In 1793 a sgparate Baptist Society of West Stockbridge was
edablished, and from that year on the mestinghouse was ussd by the Congregetiond order only. By
1798 the Baptists had built a church of their ovm in West Stockbridge.

The origina West Stockbridge mestinghouse, known locally as the West Center Church, sarved as the
principa site of worship for the Congregationdigsts of West Stockbridge through severd decades In
1828 a bell tower and degple were added to the edifice. By 1833, however, the development of West
Stockbridge village outpaced the devedlopment of West Center, thanks largdly to Col. Williams's Iron
Works, and a new religious society-the Congregationd Society of West Stockbridge~was organized in
Wes Stockbridge village. Elijah Williams, the founder of the ironworks, weas a member of the
committee that planned the congtruction of the town's origina meetinghouse. He was dso one of
svad prominent citizens of West Stockbridge who were largely respongble for theindustrial
devedopment~the founding and rapid growth of the mills, foundries, quarries, and kilns~that caused
West Stockbridge's population to burgeon inthe nineteenth century. This devdopment, fueled by the
arival of the railroad, became the occasion for the emergence of a professiona dass of merchants,
busnessmen, doctors, etc., many of whom settled and built housesin West Stockbridge village.

For nearly ten yearsthe Congregationd Society of Wes Stockbridge held services in the second floor
of avillage schoolhouse that had been congructed in 1828. In 1838 the Rev. Charles Edwards Legser
became the first pagtor of the Village Congregationad Church. He was a noted writer and lecturer; his
published works include A Mountain Wild Flower and the two-volume The Glory and Shame of
England. After serving as pagtor for little more than ayear, Rev. Lester resigned; soon theregfter he
was gppointed by Presdent Tyler as Consul to the Port of Genoa, Italy.

In 1843 the Society congtructed a church on lower Main Strest in West Stockbridge village. This
church was one and ahalf gories tall and desgned in the Gresk Reviva style, with a pedimented
portico facingMain Street and atall squaretower. The church occupied the same Ste—indeed the
same foundation—as the present church, from which it differed most significantly in that the primary
axis of the ssnctuary ran eest/west rather than north/south.

In 1881 the Greek Revival-style church building in West Stockbridge villagewas destroyed by fire,
and the Society hagtened to replace it with the presant Stick Style church, which was completed in
1882. The source of the new church's desgn may have been a pattem book; church records attribute
the design to "Voalks of Boston." The Society employed an architect, Charles T. Rathbun of Pittsfield,
who, with the assgance of alocd builder, B. H. Hatch of Greaet Barrington, gpparently adgpted the
pattem to suit the Site and to allow reuse of the existing foundation. Rathbun wes dso respongble for
the desgn of saverd other architecturdly significant buildingsin the region, among them the First
United Methodist Church in Pittsfield, the Memorial Hall in Lee, and Congregationd churches in
Williamstown and Housatonic.

(continued)
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Virtually snce its completion in 1882 the Congregational Church of West Stockbridge has been ahub
of socid as well as religious activity in West Stockbridge village. The church hes been used for
worship, concerts, lectures, and other socid gatherings. Among the Society's members have been
town leaders representing the gpectrum of economic and professiond activity inthe town: farmers,
mill owners, merchants, railroad officials, busnessmen, lawyers, and physicians.

As the Congregationa Society of West Stockbridge grew andflourished,the town's original

medtinghouse, the West Center Church, dso continued to serve as a place of worship for
Congregationdists in West Stockbridge—until 1956, when the building was struck by lightning and
desiroyed. The remains of the West Center Church's foundation have been adgpted to sarve as an
open-air chapd, which is still used occasondly, weather permitting. Since 1956 the Congregational A
Church of West Stockbridge hes sarved as the town's only parmanent Congregationa church.

While late nineteenth-century development in West Stockbridge included the construction of severd
resdencesthat contain dements of the Stick Style and various other Victorian-eraarchitectura styles,

the West Stockbridge Congregationa Church stands gpart as the town's best, as well as bet-presarved,
example of the style. With minimal dteration of its historic fabric, and with massng, proportions, and
detailing that are exemplary of the Stick Style, the church survives as a prominent architectural

landmark inthe village. Today, as for more than a century, the West Stockbridge Congregational

Church provides the town of West Stockbridge not only with abuilding of great architecturd interest ' o
and integrity but dso with atangible and important link to its Congregationdist founders. S

Archaeologica Significance '~

Historic archaeologica remains described above have the potentia to document the earlier church,
which stood on the property but bumed in 1881, and the extent to which the existing church was built
within the footprint of the earlier church. Archaeologica testing on the property hes the potentid to
identify construction features related to the original church and its existing replacement.  This
information can document techniques usad inthe original construction as well as the extent to which
surviving remains of the origina church were incorporated into the present gructure. Detailed andysis
of privy remains, if they exist, can contribute socid, cultural, and economic data on parishioners of the
original church that would represent a cross section of a portion of West Stockbridge 19th-century
Ociety. , S B

(end of Section 8)
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10. Geographical Data -< T i?

Verbal Boundary Description /

The Congregationa Church of West Stockbridge occupies a 0.35-acre L-shaped ot a the intersection
of Main and South greatsin Wes Stockbridge village. The property is identified as parcd No. 0704
on the accompanying photocopy of West Stockbridge assessor's mgp pege 14.

Verba Boundary Justification -

The property nominated for listing inthe National Register of Historic Flaces encompessesall of the
property in West Stockbridge village currently and historically associated with the Congregational
Church of West Stockbridge. b

(end)
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The Commonwealth of M assachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
M assachusetts Historical Commission
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National Regigter of Historic Places JUL 19

Department of the Interior IMT. REGISTER OF HSTORIC PLICES
National Park Service " NATIONAL PARKSRVICF
P. O. Box 37127

Woashington, D. C. 20013-7127
Dear Ms. Shull:  *
Enclosed please find the following nomination form:

Congregational Church of West Stockbridge, West Stockbridge (Berkshire County),
Massachusetts, 01266.

The nomination has been voted dligible by the State Review Board and has been signed by the
State Historic Preservation Officer. Owners were notified of pending State Review Board
consideration 30-75 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity to comment. -

The owners of the property are planning a celebratory fundraising event in early August 1996.
With the understanding that awaiver of the customary 15-day Federa Register commenting
period is necessaxy to asis in the preservation of the Congregational Church of West Stockbridge
(36 CFR 60.13(a)), the Massachusetts Historical Commission respectfully requeststhat the
commenting period be waived.

Sncerely, N e . f ' ‘ ' - o

Betsy Frieaberg Q'
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission
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cc. Edna B. Garnett, West Stockbridge Historical Commission
Rev. Allison Stokes, Congregational Church of West Stockbridge
Daniel Sartori, Chairman, Board of Sdectmen, Town of West Stockbridge
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