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NATI ONAL REQ STER CRI TER A STATEMENT (| f appl i cabl e)

As an important conplex of brick Gothic architecture i nNewton/ part of
which was designed by t hewell-known church architect/ Janmes Mirphey/ and
for itsassociationswith thedevelopment of thevillage of Nonantum Qur
Lady Help of Christians Church Historic District neets criteria A and Cof
the National Register of Historic Places.

ACHTEIUR. SONHCGAINE  Describe Inportant architectural features ad evaluate Interns o
other areas wthin the connunity.

This conplex includes theconvent/ rectory/ and church of Qur Lady Help of
Christians/ as well as Newton Catholic High School. Located on 6.6 acres
of landscaped grounds circled by a wrought-iron fence/ this well preserved
group of buildings i sunified by theuse throughout of red-brick
construction and t heGothic Revival style/ expressed here i nseveral phases
beginning i nthel870s. Although theNewton Catholic Hi gh School/
completed i n1924/ continues theuse of theGothic Revival idiom/ the
building i sconsidered as a non-contributing element because of it s later
construction date.

The Church was designed with a tall center tower capped by a steep
broad spire decorated with Gothic gablets. The proportions of thenaveare
steep and narrow. A short-sloped gable roof covers themin block/ with a
deep clerestory above theshallow projections of theside aisles. Pier
buttresses trimmed with granite coping appear at thebuilding's corners/

HSIGRCGL SGNHCGANE  Explain historical Inportance of area axd howthe area relates to the
devel opnent of other areas of the conmonity.

The first Catholic church i nNewton was organized i n1867 i nUpper Fall$/
where services had been held as early as 1846. St . Bernard's/ organizedi n
West Newton i n1876/ was t hetown's second independent Catholic parish.

The rest of Newton/ including Newton Corner/ Nonantum/ and Newtonville/

remained a part of theold parish of St. Patrick's i nWatertown. Each
Sunday/ it spastor/ theRev. M chael Green (1835-1885) conducted services
in Union Hall/ Newton Corner. Father Green becane organizing spirit behind

the new church: after surveying thedistrict i n1872 t odeterm ne whether
the town could support a third parish/ Green obtained twolots at the
corner of Washington and Adans streets/ and until his death i n1885/ he was
the church's first pastor.

The congregation of Qur Lady/ originally known as St. Brendan's/ was
organized i n1872. |t drew initially for menmbership on theincreasing
numbers of Irish imm grants who settled i ntheNonantum Newton Corner area
during theCivil War era. The present brick Gothic Revival style church
initiated an ambitious building program at t hecorner of Washington and
Adans streets.

Construction of thebrick ediface did not go smoothly. The cornerstone
of theChurch was laid the3lst of August 1873. Lack of funds seem t o have
delayed i tscompletion. During thewi nter of 1874-5/ with thewalls not

Bl BLI GGRAPHY and/ or REFERENCES

(See Continuation Sheet)
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and it sGothic-arched wi ndows aredecorated with inset wood tracery.
Shortly after 1900/ a major remodeling program was undertaken to correct
defects i ntheoriginal construction of thebuilding. Transcepts had t obe
added t o support themin walls, and a facade i ntheform of three Gothic
porches was constructed.

The Gothic Revival style rectory/ constructed west of theChurch i n the
late 1880s/ i sa 3-1/2-story building with a hipped roof and two shallow
front pavilions flanking a narrow recessed center bay that containsthe
main entrance. The gabled east pavilion/ with a parapet and surmounting
finiall 1 sbalanced on t heopposite side by a hip-roofed projection. Below
a subsidiary corbeled cornice at thethird level thew ndows ar e capped
with stone and brick lintels with inset wood tracery.

More closely based on theColonial Revival style/ i stheconvent on
Adans Street/ built 1 n1893. This building i sboxy i nshape and also
hip-roofed. Itsrectangular cupola features a battered slate base, metal
sheathing/ and projecting hi p roof. The design schene for t hefacade of
this well preserved residence includes a front pavilion/ recessed entrance
bay/ and bow wi ndow with a conical cap.

Newt on Catholic High School/ which opened i n1924/ i stypical of late
Gothic Revival design. |1t has a central loggia with flanking front
pavilions. A new grammar school i sattached totherear.

H STORI CAL SI GNI FI CANCE, cont.

yet up, thecongregation was still using thebasenment for services. After
a fair held i ntheSpring of 1875, however, sufficient funds were raised
for itscompletion. By September, with walls 100 feet i nheight, the
contractor for thebrickwork/ JW Wentworth fell totheground from
scafolding i na fatal accident.

Architect for thechurch was t heProvidence architect, James Mirphy
(1834-1907). As a church architect. Mrphy was well known throughout New
England "as a designer of sone of t henost inmposing Catholic churches,” his
obituary noted, designing nore than 300 churches, schools, and convents.
Born i nireland/ he cane t o New York as a youth/ beginning work withthe
New York church architect P.C Kelly/ with whom he designed Boston's
Catholic Cathedral. From New York, he noved t oProvidence where he
practiced for theremainder of his career. Other Boston area churches
included St. Mary's Church/ Canmbridgeport (with P.C Kelly): St. Gregory's
Church/ Dorchester Ave.; and St. Joseph's Church/ Union Square, Somerville.

Most of thebuilding program after 1890 related totheParish's
devel opment of educational programs, wunder thedirection of the church's
second pastor, t heReverend M chael Dolan (1834-1915). Under Dol an's
direction/ thenew three-story school building was constructed/ a smaller
heating plant/ and a convent for thenuns who would staff theschool. The
original convent/ constructed i n1890/ was t hepersonal gift of Father
Dol an. The Adans Street school, demolished i n1962, housed eight primary
grades/ with Freshmen and Sophomores on thetopfloor. The school opened
in Septenmber 1393 with 450 pupils. A ninth grade was added i n1894, and i n

Staple tolnventory form at bottom
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the following year the first high school class was begun. As the
classrooms in the school building were full to capacity/ high school
students were accomodated on the second floor of the bhoiler house/ fitted
with two classrooms/ one each for junior and senior high school students.

These rooms were used as the high school until the completion of Newton
Catholic High School in 1924. The heating plant/ which still stands and
now serves as a "thrift and gift shoppe/" i s thought to be the first
Catholic Parish High School i n Massachusetts. Wth the opening of Newton
Catholic High School i n 1924/ the classroom function was transferred tothe

new building.

The nmost recent addition to the conplex has been the construction of a
new G anmar School and Parish Center in 1960/ attached to the north end of
the 1924 building.

Bl BLI OGRAPHY and/ or REFERENCES

Atlases, 1907/ 1895/ 1886, 1874.
QH Bailey/ "View of Newton/ Mass./" (1878).
Boston Herald 14 Septenber 1941.
"Janes Murphy/" Providence Journal 4/20/1907/ p. 12.
Newt on Graphic Publishing Conpany, Beautiful Newton (c.1917), p.78.
Newt on Journal 9/16/1873.
Newt on Republican 6/5/1875: 9/11/1875; 10/9/1875.
Qur Lady Help of Christians, Newton, Mass. and a History
of Catholic America (1978).
Smth, SF/ Hsttpry of Newton/ Massachusetts (1880)/ p. 700.
Sweetser/ MF., King's Handbook of Newton (1389), pp. 60, 134.
Architect FileS/ Fine Arts Division, Boston Public Library.
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Newt on, Mass. Miultiple Resource Area

AR LADY HALP OF R STIANS H STCR C DI STRICT

Addr ess SBL Hi storic Nane Dat e

563 Washington St. 14-23-3 Qur Lady Hel p of Christians Church
1873-5

295 Adans St. 14-23-5 Convent 1890

573 Washington St. 14-23-4 Rectory late 1880s

575 Washington St. 14-23-6 Newton Catholic High School 1924

Washi ngton St. 14-23-1 VACANT LOT

Washington St. 14-23-2 VACANT LOT

6 properties with an area of 289,140 square feet (6.6 acres).

4 buildings (21non-contibuting)
2 vacant parcels

Style

Got hic Revival
Got hi ¢ Revi val
Got hi ¢ Revival
Got hi ¢ Revi val

g;g;g;cﬁ oXe!

I nven. #

2445
2445
2445
2445

Area

41, 644
102, 981
32,780
99, 000
6, 475
6, 260
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

Our Lady Help of Christians Historic District

(Newton MRA)
Middlesex County
MASSACHUSETTS

CH resubmission

e nomination by person or local government

O owner objection
e appeal

Substantive Review: .

Reviewer's comments:

Nomination returned for:

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category

4. Owner of Property

sample .

Ownership
Public Acquisition

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible?

7. Description

Condition
excellent | | deteriorated
d | good CD ruins

o fair

unexposed

request

yes

CH appeal

.technical corrections cited below
.substantive reasons discussed below

Status
Accessible

Check one
unaltered
altered

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

cn summary paragraph
CH completeness

CD clarity

| | alterations/integrity
| Idates

| Iboundary selection

EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Working No.

Fed. Reg
Date Due

. Date: /

JL 23 1956

: y(lcylly%

IAPAZ"?|

.RETURN.
.REJECT.
Federal Agency:

im NR decision

Recom./Criteria.

Reviewer
Discipline
Date

, See continuation sheet

Present Use

Check one
original site

moved

date.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

CD summary paragraph

CD completeness

CD clarity

CD applicable criteria

CD justification of areas checked

CD relating significance to the resource

« context

CD relationship of integrity to significance
CD justification of exception

CD other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other
CD Maps

CD Photographs
e other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Sjgnpri Date

Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet

GPO 918-450





















City of Nemon Assesaor's Maps Sheets 1R,17,32,33
Metric Series. 1979
Scale: UM grid line Interval - 100 meters (328 feet)
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AREA KM ND
MASSACHUETTS HISTORICAL COMMISION Qur Lady Help of Christians National ND 070
80 BOYLSION STREET Regi ster District extension

BOSTOK, MA 02116 ",
Town  Newt on (Nonantum

Address 575 Washington Street
Historic Nam@ Newton Catholic High School

(Qur Lady Help of Christians)
Photo {3-x3" or 3'x5', black and

wtilte) Indicate address of Wse: Present school
property an back of photo.
Staple to left side of form. Original sane
CESR PTTON
Date 1927

Source ™e'ater & Buildine; Dept. records
Style Gothic Revival

Architect Edward T.P. G aham
Setch Myp: Draw nap showng property's |ocation

in relation to nearest cross streets and/ or Exterior V@ll Fabric brick
geographi cal features. |Indicate all buildings
between inventoried property and nearest Qut bui | di ngs see district

i ntersection(s).
I ndicate north

My or Alterations (wth dates)
rear addition-1960-NC
see attached nap Qondition  eood
Nved no Cat e
Acreage 99,000 sg.ft
Setting located onnmaior thoroughfare:
part of Qur Ladv Help of Christians

Conpl ex (NR 9/ A 86)

UM REFERENCE '318"M""N0 jA&NIMNUN Recorded by Candace Jenki ns/ Susan Abel e
USGS QUADRANGLE MEWTrMm Organization Newtor Historical Gonm

SCALE 25rA.n Date 1/1987: rev. 3/1988



NATIONAL REGSTER CRITERA SATRVENT (i f applicable)

disingiished Darochid sriod and as one o meiinest sScnods ol me pearioa ovaBlUi. it Was a
hendsome 20111 century addition to tiie @nding Our Lady Hdp of Chridians Camdex (NR-1936).
The schod contributes to the historic character o the district and meds criterion C of the NRHP

ARCHTECTURAL SGNIHCANCE  Desribe  important architectural features ad evduate in tans of

other buildings within the communty.
NeWMijon Cathdic High Sdhod isone o the finest sdhodls inthe city, and isfar and avay the mog
diginguished parochid schodl. It isatXo gory hip roof .gructure of rectangular plan mth aoss
gabe ed pavilions. Thefirst gory of the centrd section istaicen up by a pointed arch arcaded
porch mth meddlions in tjie goandrds. Directly aoove eech arch at the ssoond storf jae la-ge
three part ~Ydons mth transoms Three part v')ndow, segmentally arched at the ssoond sory,
ae d< foundin the gadbe end sedtions A copper dad cupola risesfrom the center of the roof. A
larse 1080 additionis located to the rear.

HICRCAL SGNHCANCE  Explain the role omas played in locd or state history ad how the
building relates to the gomat of the communty.

building new public schods particularly the Davis Shod (1922; WN-J)) in West Newton, F. A. Dey
junior High Sthod (1922) and the Undawood Sdhod (1924) in Newton Cane,, these sdhodis give
further indication of Dopuaion increesesm the citv. Ho/ava. m recent vears, dedinin;?
enrdllments have aiecred par ;chia sthods as vai as me puoiic schods G me three, only Our
Lady's now NeMton Cahdlic High Sioeu remains open.

Qur Lady's bagen to provide aprimary education for children grades 1 through d, in 1692 In 1903
they compleled asmdl high schod building, Aidh is mought to e the first Cathdic Paish High
Sthod in Massadhusdts The new 13 room high schod building gpened in 1924, desgned by
architject Edward T.P. Graheam. Chamicd and phydcd |aboratories, and amation picture boath in
the auditorium were aniag the up to datefacilities in the building. 1n 1960, an addition "Xas built
a the rear o the high schod building to house the grade sthod and a parish center.

Architect Edv,ard TP. Graham ™\ks d0 respongble for the Churdh of Mary Immeaculate of Lourds
BiSEffi&tafffV\neAtiN R

Building Depatmeant Reoords 55 Wadhington Strest
Newton Orgohic 9-19-24
NR 9/4/66 Our Lady Hdp o Chrisians HD. AreaH - *2 445
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