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The original depot building in Hinckley was destroyed in a large- .
scale forest fire which ravaged most of Pine County in 1894, The present
depot was constructed according to the original plans and reached
completion in 1895y It is considered a near duplicate of the original.
1871 building.~ : '

‘\éThe present depot consists of a large two story structure, somewhat
unique for contemporary depots in this area, flanked by equal one story
wings, Constructed in a simple rectangular box shape, the central portion
housed the main depot offices and hotel, The side wings, which are not
as wide as the central portion were used for dining, baggage, and offices,
The building is of frame construction with a hipped roof over the central
section and simple pitched roofs with jerkin gables on the flanking sectiong

In the reconstruction, the second story of the central section was
converted to serve as an apartment for the stationmaster, Recent
modifications include the installation of restrooms on the main floor in
the men's and women's waiting rooms, The exterior, however, retains
its original characteristics and has not been subject to modification.

The interior is presently undergoing rennovation and adaptation to
serve as an interpretive center/museum to tell the story of the Hinckley
Fire of 1894, The former dining area will be converted into a community
meeting space. <N
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The original depot at Hinckley was constructed in 1871, It was quite
elaborate for its day and unusual in configuration for the area in which
it was constructed., It was nearly a block long and sported a twenty bed
hotel in addition to a dining room, waiting rooms, baggage room and rail-
road offices, 1In general the depot was a kind of social center, a focal
point for the community, On September 1, 1894, this depot burned along
with the town of Hinckley. More than 418 people lost their lives in that
fire.

It was from the original Hinckley Depot that Thomas G. Dunn, the
telegrapher on duty, sent out the last words from Hinckley as the fire
destroyed the town. Many of Hinckley's residents waited in vain at the
depot for the arrival of the Southbound Limited to carry them to safety.
The Limited never reached Hinckley because the railroad bridge had burned.
out and was forced to shift into reverse because of the raging fire
which blocked its path, - It carried with it many people, but only reached
nearby Skunk Lake. The Limited's passengers sought refuge in the lake
and survived, Dunn, however, waited at his telegraph key in his office
for news of the Limited which never came, Dunn remained at his key
until the fire reached the depot and died attempting to find safety in
a nearby pit.

Within a year of the fire, the depot was replaced with a dﬁplicate,
based on the original plans, It is this depot which remains today as a.
symbol of the Great Hinckley Fire.

The Great Hinckley Fire caused great destruction not only to property
and lives but to the forests which had provided the prime economic asset
for Minnesota's lumber industry. Realizing this loss to economy and to
the environment, the area of the fire was to be the site for the first
major conservation program in Minnesota. This program provided for
large-scale reforestation of the area and increased attention to forestry
and conservation.

The depot is in process of being preserved and adapted as an inter-
pretive center/museum of the Great Hinckley Fire. The buildings and
exhibits housed therein will serve to educate the public in the history
of the area, the lumbering industry, the devastation caused by the fire,
the rebuilding of the community, and the conservation movement.
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