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Historic name: Cheyenne County Courthouse
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Ownership of Property Category of Property of Resources within Property

private X :bnilding(s) A o confributingun - nonconfributing
X ‘public-local B district Jnigi v 1 AL Dk buildings
Public—stéte AR site‘f o B io~,“ v :ﬂ ' __ sites
_public-Federal ~ A structure - - ‘ DAL PR SO ' structures
: object o T el - objects
B 1 . ": *"0 Total
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Historic -Functions ‘ : : ' ‘ Current’ Functlons
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GOVERNMENT: County Courthouse = R ’GOVERNMENT:’ County Courthouse

7. ~Description

Archltectural Cla531f1cat10n . ' : e ) Materlals -
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‘vWalls BRICK
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Roof __ OTHER: -Composne ‘Material
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- Applicable National Register Criteria. (Mark "x" in one .or more boxes for the criteria quallfylng the
. property for National: Reglster llstlng ) : : .

)( ‘A Property is assoc1ated w1th events that have made a 51gn1f1cant contrlbutlon to the broad patterns
: of our hlstory -

‘B Property is assoc1ated w1th the llves of persons 51gn1flcant in our past.

X ¢ Property embodles the dlstlnctlve characterlstlcs of ‘a type, perlod, or method of constructlon :
.or represents the work . of:a master, Q. possesses high artistic values, or represents a 51gn1f1cant
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D Property has ylelded, or is llkely to yleld, 1nformatlon 1mportant in prehlstory or hlstory
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Areas o
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POLIT

Period{ofsSignificance a Significant: Dates

1924192550 N/A

i

Cultural Affiliation

. N/A -
Signiflcant Person B B ._nyf Archltect/Bullder
N/A | . Thomas W. Wllhamson &Companv Archltect
‘ fThomasD Howard Contractor
Narratlve ement of Significance'(Expiain‘the.sighificance'of theuproperty~on one or more continuation '

sheetsf) :~tf
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Photographs o ; . : .
) Representatlve black and whlte photographs of the property
Additional items (Check w1th the SHPO or FPO for any addltlonal 1tems )

{
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DESCRIPTION
The Cheyenne County Courthouse is a Classrcal Rev1val style four-story m: y structure. that occupies the
south portion of a full square block to the ‘east of the Cheyenne Kansas. hlstorr
I: Czty Plan of St. Francis, Kansas] ‘The courthouse shares the bloc
shed located north of the courthouse. Located to the west of the courtho
rectangular in plan and measures 100 feet wide by 84 feet deep by 35 feet h
primary elevation faces south onto Washmgton Street. The symmetrlcal structu
surface and a dressed limestone rarsed foundatlon ‘The design also mcorporates
’ lrmestone belt course, entry pavrlron cornice and parapet The courthouse ha; ,’\I‘he decorative parapet

screens the fourth-floor jail. Except for “the window sash and exterior door replace ts, this property retains a-
hrgh degree of its orlgmal architectural 1ntegr1ty and retains nearly all of its origina haracter-deﬁnmg exterior
“and interior features: [Photographs #2 and #3] Erected in 1924 as a county courthous the structure contmues to
serve as a county courthouse. R U : :

_d a small portable
arking. The: courthouse is

buff colored brick wall
stone w1ndows1lls and a

The burldlng has nine bays on the north and south fagades and five bays on the east and west facades; '
, [Photographs #2 and #3]. The exterior is smooth, buff colored brick laidin running | bond with dressed limestone

~detailing. Brick soldier coursing accents the window llntels and dressed limestone highlights the foundatron belt
course, and second- and third-floor windowsills. Dressed hmestone also. deﬁnes the decoratrve masonry features
such as the entrance pavilion, arched door heads decoratlve keystones cormce and parapet balustrade
[Photograph #1]. : :

New parred and trrpartrte, metal-clad sash w1ndows w1th transom panels replaced the orrgmal pa1red and tripartite,

one-over-one light, wood frame sashes with glazed transoms [Figure 3: ¢.1970 Photograph of Courthouse
Showmg Orzgmal Windows and Doors] ~Sliding, smgle glazed sashes. now compose the majority of the paired
window conﬁguratlons Various other sash. configurations such as palred ‘one-over-one llght sashes and tripartite,
one-over-one Tlight sashes with randomly mserted panels charactenze the remalmng w1ndows [Photographs #2
and #3, 1. : : :

The primary facade features a shghtly prOJectmg pav1110n wrth six quarter-engaged Tuscan columns on pedestalsf C
supporting a plain entablature inscribed with “Cheyenne County.” Positioned between the four central columns -
are smgle doors with semi-circular door heads and ornamental keystones ‘Metal frame doors with sidelights
~ replace the original wood doors, and opaque transom panels replace original glazed transoms [Figure 3: ¢.1970
Photograph of Courthouse Showmg Orzgznal Windows and Doors]. A grand staircase, flanked with decorative
torcheres [Photograph #4], tises from the ground level to an intermediate level between the ground and first
floors. A limestone clock encasement whrch has had 1ts tlmeplece removed rests upon the entablature along the
parapet balustrade [Photograph #1 ] e

- The ﬂoor plan and use of the courthouse are typlcal of the maJorlty of Kansas courthouses bu11t dunng the same
- period. A grand staircase at the south side of the bu1ld1ng and a smaller side stalrcase at the west side of the
bu11d1ng provide access to the ground. floor and the second floor. Each floor has a main east—west corridor. The
ground floor has a grade—level entrance and a new handlcapped; acce551ble entrance on the west facade

‘Also called Neo-Classical Reyfival

usrness district [Figure
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¢ "[Photogmph #3] The first floor houses th county clerk reglster of deeds and county commissioner ofﬁces
_ The second floor houses a courtroom judge’s chambers, jury room, and shenft’ s office. The th1rd floor, which is

H1stor1c County Courthouses of Kansas‘ e ‘, k
Cheyenne County Courthouse:“%_ P
: -St. Francrs Kansasf, T

~ screened from exterior v1ew by the decoratlve parapet balustrade houses _]all cells and storage rooms [Fi igures 4- S

7: Exzstmg F loor Plans]

o ,The interior ﬁmshes are also typ1ca1 of the maJorlty of Kansas courthouses built dunng the s same perlod Interlor :
finishes consrst of mosaic floor tiles, plaster walls and celhngs, oak doors and trim, marble stair tréads and risers,
and decoratlve iron balustrades at-the stairca : h‘otographs #5 #6, #7 #8. and #9] Onglnal 11ght fixtures and
sconces also remaln mtact [Photographs #] 0 nd #1 1 1. ‘

- The Cheyenne County Courthouse retalns a hlgh“degree of archltectural 1ntegr1ty Whlle metal—clad wmdows and
doors replace the ongmal wood frame wmdows and doors, the overall exterior appearance is not compromrsed as
the remaining exterior features, such as the masonry, proj ectmg pavrhon Tuscan columns, and roofline, are intact.
“All of the 1ntenor features of pubhc spaces ‘'such as the mosaic floor tiles, plaster walls and ceilings, oak doors and
trim, marble stair treads and risers, light ﬁxtures ‘and decorative iron staircase balustrades are also intact. The
floor plan of each floor is intact as well. Overall, the’ Cheyenne County Courthouse not only has excellent
- architectural 1ntegr1ty, it is also in excellent condltlon asa result of the care and attentlon given to the malntenance
. ofthe structure by a succession of county comrmsswners : ‘
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Hxstorlc County Courthouses of Kansas -
Cheyenne County Courthouse

St Francis, Kansas-f,' fu]

"Photographer ‘
‘Date of Photographs
7 Locatlon of Negatlves.'

 PHOTOLOG .

 Photo#

Dana Cloud ‘b ,
- DPecember 10, 1999
‘Kansas State Hlstorlcal Soclety

Cultural Resources DlVlSlOll

. 6425S5.W.6" Avenue -
s 'Topeka, Kansas 66615-1099

R R R |

,wSconce m Main Courtroom L

g Camera Dlrectlon
il of South (Maln) Entra.nce . North
terior of Courthouse Northwest .
rior of Courthouse - E - Southeast
Detail of Torchere at South (Mam) Entrance "~ Northeast. -
~ MainFirstFloor Corridor =~ ~ o West
ey ;Detall of Typical ‘Wood Door : - South
- Detail of Starting Newell of Main Stalrcase . East
4 Mam Staircase from First to Second Floor - S - Northeast
Detail of ] Lattlced Grllle at Stair Landlng o . - South
0. * Main Courtroom on Second Floor - Southeast
1. South
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICAN CE

The Cheyenne County Courthouse erected in- 1924—1925 1s hlstoncally s1gmﬁcant under Na’uonal Reglster :
Criterion A in the area of POLITICS/GOVERNMENT and under Criterion C in the area of ARCHTECTURE ;
~ forits associations with the development of county courthouses in Kansas and with Thomas w. Wllhamson an
. influential Kansas architect who des1gned and superwsed the construction’ of a- number - of Kansas. ~county
B coulthouses in the early twentieth century _The historic s1gn1ﬁcance of the Cheyenne County Courthouse i is based
~ on its associations with the history and development of Kansas county courthouses that is documented in the

. [ Mu1t1p1e Property Form,
© associations to the, histori
REE Courthouse in Kansas

e ablh

L ty to physwally '
b repre

sentatlve examp

56,” and the “Archltecture of Kansas Courthouses 1861- 1956 ”

ric contexts established in the Multiple Property Form—*“The Role of the County
mmunities’ 1856—1956 ” “Twentieth Century Kansas County Courthouses and Their
The property s

C1ty) and one
'and State Road

1h111ty was the'
first positions of
uperlntendent of

G Commumty Development Block’Grant 1988 Applzcatton Summary, Apphcatlon No. 88-PF-189 1988 pg 3 of 4.
f}Kansas State Hlstorlcal Socrety, Cultural Resources D1v151on Verucal Files. :

“Historic County Courthouses of Kansas.”r In partlcular, the property has direct

: ebraska to the« e
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The history of Cheyenne County reﬂects turbulent begmmngs “The lure of mexpensrve land brought the earhest S

Anglo-European settlers who were. prrmarlly of Germanic and Russian cultures, many of ‘whom settled areas

further east in Kansas before making thenr ‘way to Cheyenne County. As late as the: 1890s inhabitants of

Cheyenne County suffered from famine and drought. In March and April of 1895, the county purchased oats,

~ wheat, millet, corn seed, barley, sorghum seed, and potatoes to be distributed for plantmg They also distributed -

carloads of coal, clothmg and food to. the needy ‘These early inhabitants surv1ved and prevarled at estabhshmg
thrrvmg towns that were lmked through a network of roads and brldges ' S

The: county first operated out of a building i in BlI‘d C1ty leased from D. W Cave, BenJ amin: B1rd and. Charles L
Kerndt for $75 a month. In July 1888, the Board of Commissioners purchased the bulldrng for $2,827.50. The

use of this. bulldlng proved to be temporary. In February 1889, voters moved the county seat to St. Francis where

‘a new courthouse was to be constructed By October - 1889, a new 40-by-60-foot, two- -story, wood, frame,

Ttalianate style structure opened for occupancy No longer extant the burldmg stood Where the band shell now ... -

- stands i in the park east of the present courthouse

In 1924 the county erected the. current Class1cal Revrval style courthouse ata cost of $163 921 T he archrtectural o

firm of Thomas 'W. Williamson and Company designed the courthouse and the construction ﬁrm of Thomas D. i o

‘ Howard‘erected the courthouse ‘With the exception of the replacement of orlgmal wrndow sashes and case
-and the i stallatron of a handlcapped accessrble entrance, the burldmg appears much the s same as wh/ !
constructed in 1924 3o o e ; |

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE : P .
. The Cheyenne County Courthouse rs a srgnlﬁcant under Cnterron A for its assocratlons Wrth th d and tlnrd ‘
generatron courthouses erected 1n a wave of new courthouse constructron that ‘oc

gn d by Thomas W. erharnson erlramson who pract1ced archltecture for 50 years begmmng :
the desrgn of hrs pubhc bmldmgs Hrs large body of Work is. Important asa reﬂ'”ctron ofthe =
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Williamson’s courthouses are typlcally Classrcal Revrval in style and feature buff brlck or hmestone masonry
highlighted with limestone foundations, symmetncally placed columns at the pnmary facades flat roofs and
decorative parapet balustrades. Two of Williamson’s four Kansas courthouses, mcludlng the Cheyenne County
~ Courthouse, also d1splay hmestone clock encasements at the parapet wall above the primary entrance [Figure 8:
Representanve Examples of Kansas Courthouses Deszgned by Wzllzamson] The Cheyenne County Courthouse
retains these extenor features and serves as a representatlve example of Wllharnson s Classrcal Rev1va1 style ,
courthouses »

The Cheyenne County Courthouse is also archrtecturally ‘significant for its retention of its ongmal floor plan
configuration and hrerarchy of space “both of which are typical of many early twentieth century Kansas
courthouses. Kansas courthouses of this penod are generally defined by three or four floors, which have a
hlerarchy of functions that are located off a main corridor and accessed by one or more staircases. The ground
floor is either at grade level or shghtly sunken and houses the auxiliary functions such as the boiler- room, facility
manager’s ‘offices, toilets and storage. The finishes of this floor are often not as elaborate as the. ‘upper, more
public floors. ' The first floor, which is the most highly utilized floor, is generally elevated from grade level and
approached via an exterior grand staircase. The first floor houses offices frequently utlhzed by the pubhc such as
the county clerk, register of deeds, county treasurer, engineer, appraiser, and county commissioners” offices.’ The
~ second floor houses the. courtroom judge’s office, Jury room, and the sheriff and court clerk’s ofﬁces The
courtroom is nearly always on the opposite side of the primary entrance, facing the central grand. staircase, and is
1%0r two stones in height. The third floor is typically not as obvious from the exterior and is occasronally part
of the roofhne The third floor hrstoncally housed the jail, although many new sheriff and Jall annexes replace
- those functlons Ieavmg space to expand in the original courthouse. The Cheyerme County Courthouse retains this
hrerarchy of space and the ground floor through third floor conﬁguratlons, mcludmg the _]all on the thrrd floor,
Wthh is screened by a decoratlve parapet balustrade
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Figure 8: Representative Examples of iKalﬁisﬁas Cj»oui‘:thouse’s;]')esighed'by‘Wiliiam‘son "

Sheridan County 1917-1918

Cheyenne County 1924-1925
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