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1. Name of

Historic name; Cheyenne County Courthouse

Other name/site: number: 

2. Location

212 East Washington Street

St. Francis

state code KS county: \ Cheyenne

not for'publication-

vicinity ••••'. 

zip code 67756

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated . authority >u:nder the; Natiortal 'Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, I thereby
certify that thas " ::X^_nominatioh. - ; '. •'•'' request for ide't-ermination of ..-'eligibility.-- meets the documentation - ; •-. 
.standards fornregistering properties in -the ^National; Register of Historic Places and meets the .procedural 

' , • ; ; : : :
In my opinion,' :the prQper:ty \X meets ̂; : does i not meet the National Register criteria.
I recommend •' tlia't;;thdrispropfei:ty^i3e; :"consi4ere4; significant __ ̂nationally X statewide '_ __ _locally.

comments.) ":

Signature o;f; c.erti:fying : Official :. ';s~/^

Kansas Stafcl Historical Society
Date

In my opinion, the property:: :; 'meets; does; not meet the National Register criteria/ 
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4. National Park Service Certification
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See continuation sheet -;;;

determined••eligiible :for • the-Nationa].\lRegister. 
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determined' not; I eligiblei- for ;;1:he : National. Register, 

-removed : f rom:j.the': Naticmal "Register'fi; :.' :;'f ,; . .. 
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county and state Cheyenne County, Kansas

private

X public-local 

__ public-State 
__ public-Federal

X building(s)

___ district 

___ site 
_____ structure 
: object

contributing
•i ' •-•".: '',':"•:.

noncontributing

______ buildings

••' sites 
''-.•'••'• structures

; .• objects

Name of related multiple property listing: 
Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a 
multiple property listing.)

Historic County Courthouses of Kansas

No. of contributing "resources previously 
listed in the National Register:

Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.)

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.

GOVERNMENT: County Courthouse GOVERNMENT: County Courthouse

7. Description

Architectural Classification 
(Enter categories from instructions.)

LATE 19™ AND EARLY 20™ CENTURY REVIVALS: Classical Revival

Materials : 
(Enter: categories from instructions,

Foundation STONE: Limestone

STONE: Limestone

Roof OTHER: Composite Material

Other

Narrative Description /(Describe the histbric:and current condition of the property on one or more 
continuation sheets .•)..' ::•:-'.• - : . • , : ;, .
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_X_ A Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns
;!',''•;.'• -'.of,'bur.'.'history. ' '•.-"..• -''"':''.'•. ' :-•. '"•.• ........-'.•: . • ''••'• '.-•.-. '"'-,.'• . • "•" "•'•'"'"•:..-:'..•-• -'•.-; ,•

B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction
or represents the work of : a ma&ter, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant 
and distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinction. /:.

___ D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations (Mark "x" in:all ,the boxes that apply.)

:,'- • '••' A^owned by a .religious institution orused for religious purposes.

. •'.: •'••••• B;;removed'from/its original location..^ ; 

^__ C ia; birthplace or a grave. • : v ••' ,

D ':'a cemetery. : ' ....;- ' ''••.'.•'..•' --.T -. ' ,. : '.. •- : ; '.'.'.. '••• - 

. E ja ! reconstructed building,: object,; or, structure.

F a commemorative property. "•'. :'" ' '

G |iLess::;th;§n 50 "years of age or achieved::;significance/: witliin the past 50; years.

of Siignificance, 1 •',.":•:' .'' '':':.•'^•••' 
categories:from instructions

POLITICS/GOVERNMENT

Period of Significance

1924/1925-50

Significant Dates

MA : ; .- : : • / ;

Cultural Affiliation

N/A_______,

Architect/Builder

Thomas W. Williamson & Company, Architect 

Thomas D. Howard, Contractor

NarrativeiStatement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation
sheets.:
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•Previous 'documentation on file (NPS): :^.. ; : ;.->;. Primary location of': additional data:

••'.;. , : .preliminary determination .of, : individual listing _X_,State Historic Preservation Office 

• (36 CFR67) has been requested ; " : ; .. ' :"'__ Other .State agency .; .

previously listed in the. Natipnaly Register ; .; ;. ' '/. Federal agency; •'•-.'•• '..';' ; - ,.'••'..•'•-• •••••;.

_ previously determined eligible by :.1ihe;r National; Register Local government r . : . ;•; 

__ designated a National Historic Landinark: .: .,• '.•: : ; ._:____.University :;/ : . • .''•••''.-.''••

___ recorded:> ;by Historic American Buildingsy\ ';>.;.' ''•'••'• '••••' V ' ! : :X? :Qther^ ; ! •• \ : .- •.'-.:"-.-.'. V,

.'.'•. Survey ft . '.'.. / ... • .'•/•• ; . r •••''. : ': r : : , : ; . Specify ̂ repository:., ; : ' : : .^ v^: /

___ recorded by Historic American Engineering ' . , Library and Archives Division). .Kansas

;•-•. . .-'• -.-.••' :•...'... .,. , .-•'-.'". •..'.:•: ;j •"- State Historical. Society; Tdpe.ka, Kansas,
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See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description ^Describe^the boundaries of the property;;6n.;-:a- ;cpri|.inuation '-._ sheet.":).- 

Boundary /Justification (Explain vwhy:"the: boundaries f were selected "on :a-;continuat-i6h': : sheet. j !

name/title Dana Cloud and Sally F;Schwenk ;/-.:;..' •-• ; - :^X '••... •• ; ;0- -'-"'-" ' . V •; : J:^ M^.^ •' 

organization Historic Preservation Services, LLC ; ; date April 30,2000 I

street & number 818 Grand Boulevard, Suite 1150 ________' •.' • ; . :^ : ; .telephone: (816) 221--5133 

city or-.town Kansas City :. j; ••••. •• •-•' '..-•v^-- ;-•'. •':.'• "•• •'•", •••'•: •••' state Missouri zip code 64106

Continuation: Sheets , ... •; *•; ,

•Maps . . . ..,.' .'•''' ' -"•_ '- ; • ?,. ;-::^ : ' : -./' ;

A USGS map (7.5.•'br;';.l3.- miiiute;seri'2s^;'indicating; the; property's. location.
A sketch map for'historic districts arid.properties having large iacreage or numerous.resources. 

Photographs .'... . . ;
Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items (Check with the SHPG or FP<3 for any additional items.)

street & number 212 East Washington Street ____:•-.'•;.:;•: >.\.-- : _________ telephone (785)332-8800 

city or town St. Francis state KS zip code, 67756
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St. Francis, Kansas

The Cheyenne County Courthouse is a Classical Rpviyal style., 1 four-story maisonry structiire that occupies the 
south portion of a full square block to the east of tiie CJheyenne, Kansa 
1: City Plan of St. Francis, Kansas]. Tile courthouse shares the 1?16(^^
shed located north of the courthouse. Located to the west of the <jou^h%iise; is-s^g§|)arl<arig. The courthouse is 
rectangular in plan and measures IQQl^et \yide by 84 feet deep b Its 
primary elevation faces south onto Washington Street. The symmetrical st^cturet!^
surface and a dressed limestone raised foundation. The design alsp incorporates |]^st6ne wihdowsills, and a 
limestpne belt course, entry pavilipri, cornice and parapet. The courthouse has a||lat rpof. The decprative parapet 
screens the |fourth-floor jail. Except for the window sash and exterior door^ re^Jac;einents, this property retains a 
high degree of its original architectural integrity and retains nearly all of itsi original ;character-defining; exterior 
and interior features [Photographs #2 and ;#3]. Erected in 1924 as a county courtiipuse.; the structure continues to 
serve as a county courthouse.

The building has nine bays on the north and south fafades and five bays on the east and west fl^ades 
[Photographs #2 and #3]. The exterior is smooth, buff colored brick laid in ninning bond with dreissed limestpne 
detailing. Brick soldier coursing accents the window lintels£ and dressed lirhestohe highlights the foundation, belt 
couisej and second- and third-floor wiridowsills. Dressed limestone also^definest^e'decorative r^ 
such as the entrance pavilion, arched door heads, deeprative keystones, cornice, and parapet balustrade[Photograph#1]. '• .• : "--' : : ; v /:'•;/ '.•;. V.^';;^- :;^^ ' ••

New paired and tripartite, metal-clad sash windows with transom panels replaced the original paired and tripartite, 
one-over-Pne light, wood frame sashes with glazed transoms [Figure 3: c.19 70 Photograph of Courthouse 
Showing Original Windows and Doors^- Slid^^
window configurations. Various other sash cPnfigurations such as paired^orie-Pver-one light sashes and tripartite, 
one-over-one light sashes with randomly inserted panels characterize the remaining windows [Photographs #2 and#3i\. ::J' : ' ; ' •/ : \^ ••••'."'•. : ^-..^-:^l"(' :- ;../'• •'•: V" ' ]^" '''; : ;" : : \:/:\ '^-^''.-•^••^• : ^'

The primary fa9ade features a slightly projecting pavilion with six quarterrenga^e^ Tuscan columns on pedestals 
supporting a plain entablature inscribed with ''Cheyenne County.'^ £^ the four central columns 
are single doors with^semi-circular door^nesads and ornamental keystones. Metal frame doors with sidelights 
replace the original wood doors, arid opaque transom panels replace original glazed transoms [Figure 3: c.1970 
Photograph of Courthouse Showing Original Windows and Doors]. A grand Staircase, flanked with decorative 
torcheres [Photograph #4], rises from the ground level to an intermediate level between the ground and first 
floors. A limestone clock encasement, which has had its timepiece removed, rests upon the entablature along the 
parapet balustrade [Photograph #7]. ;

The floor plan and use of the courthouse are typical of the ni^ority of Kansas coiuthbiises buih during the same 
period. A grand staircase at the south side of the b^^ staircase at the west side of the 
building provide access to the ground floor and the s^ corridor. The 
ground floor has a grade-level entrance and a new^ haridica^e^ aiccessibla fa9ade

Also called Neo-Classical Revival
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\Photogfaph #3]. The first floor reuses tii^coiinty clerk, register of deeds, and county commissioner offices. 
The Second floor houses a coiirtroorriy judge ' s ehanibers^ jury room, and sheriff5 s office, The third floor, which is 
screened from exterior yiew/by the decorative parapet balustrade, houses jail cells and storage rooms [Figures 4- 
7: Existing Floor Plans] .

The interior finishes are also typical :,df ̂^the majority of Kansas courthouses built during the same period, mterior 
finishes consist of mosaic floor ̂ tiles, plaster walls and ceilings, oak doors and trim, marble stair treads and risers, 
and decorative! iron balustrades atljhe stair^ #5, #6, #7, #8 and #9\. Original light fixtures and 
sconces also reniain mtact [P^^

The Cheyenne ;Qounty Qourthouse retains a high degree of architectural integrity. While metal-clad windows and 
doors replace the original wood frame windows and doors, the overall exterior appearance is not compromised as 
the remaining exterior feat^es- such as the m^ cohimns, and roofline, are intact. 
All of the in^erio^ Jfeatufes of public spaces such as the mosaic floor tiles, plaster walls and ceilings, oak doors and 
trim, marble Stair treads and risers, light fixtures, and decorative iron staircase balustrades are also intact. The 
floor plan of each floor is intact as well. Overall, ;the Cheyenne County Courthouse not only has excellent 
architectural integrity, it is also in excellent condition as a result of the care and attention given to the maintenance 
of the structureby a succession of county ̂ onmiissibners.
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PhotO #

photographer: 
Date of Photographs: 

of Negatives:

Dana Cloud
December 10,1999
Kansas State Historical Society
Cultural Resources Division
6425 S.W.6tlJ Avenue
Topeka, Kansas^ 66615^1099

Subject Camera Direction

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8-
9.
10.
11.

of Soutri (Main) Entrance 
lExteripr of Courthouse 
!§5d:eiibr of Cpuithpiise 
: i)etail of ̂ brehereM South (Main) Entrance 
iftain First Flpbr ̂ oiticlbr 
;E)etail of Typical Wood Door 
pefail of Starting l^ewell of Main Staircase 
|dairi Staircase frorn First to Second Floor 
Pefail 6f Latticed Grille at Stair Landing 
Maiii Coiirtrbom oh Second Floor 
iSconce rh Main Courtroom
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St. Francis,, Kansas

Figure 1: City Plan of St. Francis, Kansas

North
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St. Francis, Kansas

Figure 2: Existing Site Plan

ApproximateScale: 1"=60'-0" 
•" ^ ~ "BoundaryLine
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: ^970 Photograpli of Courithouse iShowing Qng^nal Wiiad0lvs and tibprs
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Figure % Existing Ground Floor Plan
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St. Francis, Kansas

Figure 5: Existing First Floor Plan
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Figure 6: Existing Second Moor Plan
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Figure 7: Existing Third Floor Plan
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The Cheyenne County GJouithouse, greeted in 1924-1925^ is Mstbrically significant under Natiphal Register 
Criterion A m^
for its associations witii trie : development of county courthouses in Kansas and with Tnomas W. Williamson, an 
influential K^sas a^
courthouses in the eai-lyi twentieth century. T^ County Courthouse is based 
on its associations with the history and deyeloprnent of Kansas county cJour^ipuSes that is documented in the 
Multiple Property Form, I ̂ Historic County Courthouses of Kansas." Iri particular, the property has direct 
associations to the histoiic contexts establishecl in the Multiple Property I^orni-— ''The Role ; of the County 
ttou^htiUse^ ^
Changing Us^ Coiirthbuses 1861-1956;" The prpperty's 
asspciaiion with the evj^
1 925 and continues i i|0;;||OdO| the aititrai^ ̂ 5Q#ye&r cutoff date for determining eligibility df j ^National; Register 
rjirpp^ities. The pfoi>e^
fouii^l in Kansas after the end of Morld; War I arid before the onset ojtlie;(|^ its 
alDiliiry to physically coy^y assoeiatioris \vitii tliese conte^ 
representative e;xarnpl^;|)^^
Kansas courthouse Hesigris. Tile property tyrje 'and larger historic contexts |ieiating|fo thei| |s^ 
Cheyenne County ^oupi^use are ̂ tully docurnented in me Multiple Property Fprmf vThie ; ^lliapirig ̂ i ^rE^ientary 

upon tke^ specificalry relate to Ine <3ne}^nri^

Bocated inline; ;extrenie;! northwest corner pf Kansas, with Cplorado to the immediate west arid}Nebraska to the
a^ two ' incPrpprated^ i^tpwns (St. Francis and Bird: City) arid one

I^ghway i :3 6 ; runs east arid west ̂ through the miqMle ; of the coiirity and State Roadunlricpip0r|ted itown
ljia§^^

Organized in 1886 ^kli^^
board consiste^ of iiiie^r^ and J. F. Ivri^ay; Their first res^p)i?ibjlity was the
establishriierit jd:f^
coim;ly clerjjfj l^eas^ attorney; clferiE of district court, register of deeds, sherif|: superiritendent of
puHic instrljubiti^ ;' :

Cheyenne County,| Eepn^mic 1}^ of Kansas, Department c^Commerc^i Kansas Small Cities Program, 
QyrnrriM^ 1988 Application Summary, Application No. 88-PF-189, 1988, pg. 3 of 4. 
Kansas State Historical, So<^ie^
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The history of Cheyenne County reflects turbulent beginnings. The lure of inexpensive land brought the earliest 
Anglo-European settlers who were primarily of Germanic and Russian cultures, many of whom settled areas 
further east in Kansas before malang tlieir ^ County. As late as the i890s, inhabitants of 
Cheyenne County suffered from famine ahd drou^it, In March and April of 1895, the county purchased oats, 
wlieatj rnillet, corn seed, barley, sorghum seed, and potatoes to be disfributed for plari^^ 
carloads of coal, clothing and food to the ̂ |iee<iy. /ITtiese jearly inMbitants survived and prevailed at establishing 
thriving towns that were linked through a network pf roads arid bridges.

The county first operated out of a building in Bird Qity leased from D.W; Cave, Benjamin Bird, and Charles I. 
Kerndt for $75 a riionth. In .July 1888, the Board bf £onimissioners purchased the bulling for $5,|27.50. The 
use of this building proved to be temporary. In Fejt>r|i^ 1889, voters moved i^ ebtmty seat to St. Francis where 
a new courthouse was to be constructed; By October 1889, a new 40-by-60-fSopt^ Ir^o-story, wood, frame, 
Italianate style I structure opened for occupancy. No longer extant, the building stood where the band shell now 
stands in the park east of the present couithbuse.2 I

In 1 924 j the county erected the current Classical Revival style courthouse at a cost of $ 1 63^92 1 . The architectural 
fim of Thon^ the courthouse and the construction firm of Thoirias D. 
Howartl ierected the !cio>urthouse; With the exception of the replacement of original window sashes ami easeinehts; 
and the instaila|tiori of a handicapped accessible entrance, the building appears much the same as \yheji it w&s first 
constructed in 1924J3 . .'••'•'"'.'"'.-••' " ••••':' ' .-•'. •';•. 'j^;':'''-- 1 ' :-••'' • ' ; -'" '•.. ."'' ! ' ^S^ . ^ : ',' ^ V: ? ; :f -•• : ';;;: .•' v '.; ; /- : '.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE ;.:/-";• :; -4-v : ;^- •.. •:;.• S ; - .;' : -' ">- •'•• ; ";' : -: : V:- : .;':V!:^;..;.- • 
The Gjbeyehne County Courthouse : is a significant under Criterion A for its associations 
generi^ipricouW:h)Duses erected in ̂ ^^ 
century iii ̂ Kansas, pjliese gildings r6^^ 
settlement period} ]|:s location ori^

^

^tiji ": •'.•;•. --" v . .;. ''•;;:•;:• ;/ .•.. ' :.:-,{:^: ':( :^/::-^:^.^:, ^:- ^" •••.••
The1 (pieyenne! (|bi;irity Cour|house is sij^ific^it under Criterion C as an example jof the Kansas ; county 
courthouses debi^iecl by Thomas A¥. Williainson. Williamson, who practiced areliitecln^e fof 5^ years beginning 
in 19i|i^is noted for! the design of his public buildings.4 His large body of work is important as] a reflection of the 
transitaonal period t)etween me revival of classical or renaissance forms and the advent of the ^oder^ Mb 
in public ^cMtecture in Kansas, Tlie;(DlieyeMe p Classical l^eyivai style 

built ; in Kansas after me end oil World War I and the onset of the Great Depression. It Is bne of four 
in the State ^i^^^-^^.'^^' 1̂̂ -6^^ 1-91 7 and 1928. As a late ̂ example of his ̂ use |of the style, 

this property cbnveyS informatioii about the progression of his use of the design idiom. I !

Shirley Bailey^ "Barly County Government," (Date Unknown): 15-16; Kansas State Historical Society!, Cultural

jyii, Handwritten Notes. Kansas State HistoricalSociety, Cullmal Resourceis Division, Vertical Files. 
The careeriaild work of Thomas W. Williamson is documented m thel^
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St. Francis, Kansas

Williamson's courthouses are typically Classical Revival in style and feature buff brick or limestone masonry 
highlighted with[limestone foundations, symmetrically placed columns at the primary facades, flat roofs and 
decorative parapet balustrades. Two of Williamson' s four Kansas courthouses, including the Cheyenne County 
Courthouse, also^ display limestone clock encasements at the parapet wall above the primary entrance [Figure 8: 
Representative Examples of Kansas Courthouses Designed by Williamson], The Cheyenne^County Courthouse 
retains these exterior features and serves as a representative example of Williamson's Classical Revival style 
courthouses.

The Cheyenne County Courthouse is also architecturally significant for its retention of its original floor plan 
configuration and hierarchy of space, both of which are typical of many early twentieth century Kansas 
courthouses. Kansas courthouses of this period are generally defined by three or four floors, which have a 
hierarchy of functions that are located off a main corridor and accessed by one or more staircases. The ground 
floor is either at grade level or slightly sunken and houses me auxiliary functions such as me boiler room, facility 
manager's offices:, toilets and storage. The finishes of this floor are often not as elaborate; as; the: upper, more 
public floors^ The first floor, which is the most highly utilized floor, is generally elevated from grade level and 
approached via an exterior grand staircase. The first floor houses offices frequently utilized by ^he public- such as 
the |c(>unty clerk, register of deeds, county treasurer, engineer, appraiser, arid coujity conimissioiriers' offices. The 
second floor| houses the courtroom, judge's office, jury room, and the sheriff and court clerk-s offices. The 
couitroom isinearly always on me opposite side of the primary entrance, facing the central grarid staircase, and is 
1 Viior two stcmes in height. The third floor is typically not as obvious from the exterior arid is occasionally part 
of the roofline. The third floor historically housed the jail; although many new sheriff and jail annexes; replace 
those functioris leaving space to expand in the original courthouse. The Cheyenne County Couiihouse^retains this 
hierarchy of ispacfe and the ground floor through third floor configurations, including the jail on the mird floor, 
which is screened:fey a decorative parapet balustrade.
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Figure 8: Representative Examples of Kansas Courthouses Designed by Wiliianison

Sheridan County 1917-1918 Smithi (bounty 1918-1920

Cheyenne County 1924-1925
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The noniinatetl property inchides the entirety o|Bli(iyck 23 in the Original Town ; Irancis, Cheyenne County,
Kansas andii^jboundedby the iblloMng^onthej^ouifli, tiie
the eastern Boundary of Benton Street; on the nc>i1%jthe southern ^undaiy;x>f Ja^lcspn Slreet; and on the east, tihe
western rjoundarylof Denison Street.

The boundar^ ofj thejIn^minated property is based on the entirety of Block 23 for^ its traditional tpuil£ouse
funten. Isfa^ral l3oiui(iaries are |rov^^
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