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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Located at 3 South Main Street in Berlin is Burley Manor, a Federal 
style house of the 1830's. Facing west the main section is three bays 
wide and two rooms deep with the door, surmounted by a fan light, in the 
south bay. Protecting the entrance is a porch supported by round columns 
with sunbursts decorating the square capitals. Between the capitals are 
arches with pointed teeth on the edges. There are wood benches on both 
sides of the porch. The two first story windows have twelve over twelve 
lights while the three in the second story have twelve over eight lights. 
Above each window is a recessed flat arch. All the windows have louvred 
shutters. There is a modillion cornice on the house and porch.

The north end has two windows, twelve over twelve sash, near the 
center of the first story and two twelve over eight light windows directly 
above. In the gable are two six over six sash windows. Rising through 
the peak of the gable is a large end chimney.

The south end has a window in the first and second stories of the 
west bay. Beneath these windows is a cellar entrance. Centered in the 
gable is a six over six light window. Extending from the eastern three 
bays is a one and-one-half-story dining room wing one bay wide and one 
room deep. Centered in the west facade is a single twelve over eight light 
window above which is a dormer in the gable roof. The modillion cornice 
matches that of the main house. The south end of this addition has 
twelve over eight light windows on the first story, one each in the center 
and west bays, and one six over six sash window in the gable to the right 
of the inside end chimney. This wing is also stuccoed and has recessed 
flat arches above the windows.

Perpendicular to the dining room wing is a one-and-one-half story 
kitchen wing. The west gable end has one six over six sash window in the 
first story with a second above it in the gable. The south side is three 
bays wide with the door in the center bay and six over six sash window 
in the other bays. A porch, covering this side, forms a catslide roof. 
The east end has a large inside end chimney.

Extending across the south end of the main section is the entrance 
hall and stair hall separated by a fluted eliptical arch with fluted key 
supported on fluted pilasters. The stairway, in the east end of the hall 
has two square balusters per tread and decorated step ends.

North of the hall is a large double parlor with sliding doors separat­ 
ing the two rooms. The firsplaces in the two rooms are identical. Each 
has a plain mantel shelf supported by curved brackets, with a concentric 
circle decoration in the square bracket ends, on top of doric colonettes. 
Pilasters, from floor to ceiling, frame the recessed twelve over twelve 
sash windows. The window and door frames are fluted and the corner blocks 
decorated with concentric circles. Above each of the two doors into the 
hall is a four light transom. South of the hall is the dining room. On 
the south wall is a projecting fireplace with a window on each side. The 
mantelpiece has reeded pilasters and end blocks and two recessed panels 
flanking a plain center tablet. The dobrway from this room to the nal1 
also is surmounted by a four light transom.

Next to the dining room along the east wall, is a hall to the kitchen. 
The kitchen has a large fireplace on the east end. To the right three
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The land on which the town of Berlin, Maryland, stands was patented 
for William Tomkins in 1677 as a 300-acre tract called Burley. The town 
itself, however, did not appear until the early nineteenth century when 
it grew up around the tavern, blacksmith shop, and stable already stand­ 
ing. 1 Although its name is now spelled like that of the German capital 
city, Berlin's residents still accent its first syllable in unconscious 
recognition of the town's beginnings.

Burley Manor was probably one of the earlier houses erected in 
Berlin. Built sometime between 1832 and 1837 by John Mitchell, it was 
sold to Mrs. Elizabeth Hammond, widow of Edward Hammond. She and her 
children moved into the house in 1837 and since then it has been lived 
in by three generations of their decendants.

John Taylor Hammond inherited Burley Manor from his mother Elizabeth 
in 1871. Educated at Jefferson Medical College in Philadelphia, he was 
a true country doctor who came and went at all hours of the day and night 
to care for his patients. His son, Thomas Victor Hammond, followed in 
his father's footsteps and became a doctor also. He practiced in 
Washington, D. C., only staying at Burley Manor during the summers until 
he retired there in 1920.

With Thomas Hammond f s death in 1942, the Manor went to his son, 
Edward opkins Hammond. The latter's son and his young family are 
presently living at Burley.

Burley Manor itself is a house representative of small town living. 
A good example of second quarter nineteenth century houses in this part 
of Maryland, it also retains many of its original nineteenth century 
farm buildings.
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