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St. Stephen's Church occupies a promnent site facing thelLynn Gonmon at t he
southv/est corner of South Conmmon and Bl ossom Streets. Containing elements of
Romanesque and Got hi ¢ Revival styles, thechurch has a complex plan consistingof
a Latin-crossplan church hall with covered side aisles andan anmbul atory al ong
its rear (west) wall. At thestructure's northwest corner i sa square plan tower
which contains thechurch's major entry. @ thechurch's south wall, theanbulatory
and a second hal |l way extend south, connecting t ot heparish house andfram ng a
smal | courtyard which contains thegraves of t heMidge Fam |ly. Theparish house
extends along an east-west axis andcontains two |ater additions. Except for the
additions, theentire building i sconstructed of reddi sh granite rubble (quarried
on t he Swanpscott estate of Enoch Miudge) with corner, gable and wi ndow trimof

red brick. Decorative details and wi ndow tracery are of brown sandstone. Hi e
building's conplex roofs arecovered with redslate andhave a decorative band

of blue slate near theroofs' ridges.

TOMR Rising t oheight of 130" from a square base (22') thetower i sset north
of thechurch hall andterm nates i na steep gabled roof. At thesoutheast corner
of thetower i sacircular plan side tower with a conical roof, while on the
main tower's east and west elevations arebuttresses. Theentry i sset at the

ground floor of thetower's north elevation; it consists of twovertical board
doors with iron strap hinges seti na frame of receding pointed arches which
are set onattached colums of polished granite. |mmediately above t heentry

are apair of rectangul ar wi ndows which aresurmounted by a single panel of carved
sandstone rosettes. Above this panel i sapair of open pointed arches behind

which i sthebelfry. These pointed arches aredivided internally into two sections,
a lower elongated trefoil arch andanupper trefoliate light. This arrangenment

is repeated onall sides of thetower except for theeast elevation wheret he

side tower allows roomfor only oneopening at thebell landing. Thetower's

high gable i sframed by stone pinnacl es andhas pointed arch openings (north

and south). East and west of t hegable aregabled dornmers with pointed-arch

lights.

HRMHHALL: The church consists of alatin cross plan, thenave of which extends
east-west (90') andterminates i na sem -circular apse (east); thetransept ends
in gables onthenorth andsouth elevations. Side aisles at theangles of the

cross plan arecovered andincluded i nthechurch hall, giving it an overall
rectangul ar floor plan at theground level. Thenorth facade, facing South Cornmon
Street, i s domnated atitscenter by thegable of thenorth transept i n which

is setalarge pointed arch window. The wi ndow i s divided by stone tracery into
a rose wi ndow set above a colonnade of sandstone colvims with carved sandstone
panel s, oneof which bears thechurch's construction date. The window i s framed
on either side by buttresses. |Immediately east of thetransept i sa gabled
dormer with onepointed arch wi ndow which lights thenave.

The church's east elevation, facing Blossom Street, contains thegable of the
nave which rises t oa stepped gable containing paired arches with bells.

Extending fromtheendof thenave i sa semi-circular apse which has evenly spaced
wi ndows (made up of paired trefoil arches) andanornately carved sandstone cross
at thefirst story. Above thefirst story, theapse i senclosed by a conical roof
which i s broken md-way by ablind col onnade.
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The church's west elevation consists of a one-story stone wall with paired

wi ndows at it snorth and south ends, which provide light for the ambulatory.
Above, theroof i sahigh hip (enclosingthenave), broken at itscenter by a

gabl ed stone dornmer. Centered on thedormer aretwo elongated wi ndows termnating
in trefoil arches with a circular light set between t hearches. Extending south
from t henave i sa one-story hallway, enclosed by a pitched roof; this passage
encloses the west side of theinterior court and provides access tothe parish
house.

The south elevation of thechurch follows thegeneral pattern of thenorth elevation
except where i tsfirst story i scovered by a one-story hallway (west of the
transept) which connects totheparish house. The south elevation also has a
dormer near it ssouthwest corner (aposition which is occupied on the north

facade by the tower),

PARISH HO.B=E Rectangular i nfloor plan (built along an east-west axis), the
Parish H'use i sa one and one-half story structure which was built i n three
stages. The first story of thestructure's east end i sconstructed of granite
with brick trimmngs, has irregular fenestration and an original two-story gable
on itssouth wall. Originally this sectionwas covered with a steeplypitched
roof and small spire. 1 n1920, theoriginal roof was removed and t he present

hal f-timbered second story was added. This addition contains a tri-partite w ndow
of pointed arches centered on it seast end over theentry. Other fenestration

of theaddition corresponds tothat of theoriginal structure, below This addition,
as well as thepresent tinbered entry porch on thestructure's east end, were
designed by Harold Field Kellogg.

In 1956, a major addition was made t othe west end of t he parish house. This
addition follows t he sanme roof and wall lines as theearlier parish house, although
vt isbuilt of yellow/ rust glazed bricks. Wndows i nt he 1956 addition are evenly
spaced and contain metal sash. Above each window of thenorth and south facade

are dornmers which break through theline of theeaves. This addition i s not
visible from t heChurch's Bl ossom Street elevation; further, i ti sset far back
from t heChurch's north and west elevations, and was constructed without any
alteration of theChurch and it s tower.
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St. Stephen's Memorial Church i soneof Lynn's nost distinguished exanplesof
Victorian architecture. Designed by theinfluential Boston firm of Ware & Van
Brunt, thechurch was built by Enoch Reddi ngton Midge, a wealthy local merchant,
as amnmorial tohis deceased children, Charles Reddington Midge (killed at the
Battle of Gettysburg i n1863) and Fanny Ol i ve Midge. Proposals for the church
were presented by twodifferent architects t oMidge i n1880 or early 188L1.
From t hem Mudge chose t hepresent plan. Constructionbegan i nthespringof
1881, t hecornerstone was laid on May 19, 1881 andt hebuil ding was conpleted

for its dedication on Novenber 2, 1881. Contenporary accounts note that con-
struction was closely attended by Midge, who died after review ngdetailsof

the building's interior decorationin October of 1881; together with his wifeand
two children, Midge i s buried i nan enclosed courtyard between thechurch and the
parish house.

In its present condition, thechurch i svirtually unaltered fromits completion.

The exterior i sGothic and Romanesque i n design, constructed of granite quarried

on Mudge's Swanpscott estate, trimmed with redbrick (facings andangles) and

Nova Scotia "freestone" (weatherings andcarvings). Thestructure i senclosed

by a conplex roof covered with redslate. Thevariety of carved stonework on

the church andits state of preservation areunsurpassed i nthecity. | naddition,
the extreme height of thetower (130') andits position facing the Gonmon nake

the church a major local landmark.

The church's interior retains many of its original.Tfittings andi ssignificant
for thecollaboration of major artists of theperiod i nits design. The original
alter and font (designed by Rotch & Tilden and carved by Evans s Tonbs, all of
Boston) have been renoved as have been theoriginal brass lighting fixtures designed
by Ware s Van Brunt (illustrated i n American Architect & Building News).

Nonet hel ess, nost features remain intact, including parquet andnosaic floors,
hammer-beam trusses with carved ti mber ends (carved by Evans s Tonbs), stencilled
wal | decorationanda variety of decorativeandpictorial stained glass. Wndows
depicting the Annunciation, the Ascension andthemrtyrdom of St. Stephenare
attributed designs of "St. Gaudens and Crowni nshi el d" which were discussedi n
the American Architect andBuilding News of Novenber 5, 1881:

This glass which i s by theAssociated Artists of New York, conbined under

e thestyle of Louis C Tiffany s Go., marks distinctly thebeginning of a
new eraindecorativeglass; i ti sthenost nonunental exanple of t he art
yet attenpted i nthis country.
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The building's architects are, as a partnershipand individually, important in
the devel opnent of American architecture inthe late nineteenth century. WIlliam
R Vére was born in 1832 and received architectural training at the Law ence
Scientific and Technical School i n Canbridge, Massachusetts and inthe office

of EC Cabot of Boston, I n 1865, he was sent by the Massachusetts Institute

of Technology to study the nethod of architectural training at the Ecole des
Beaux Arts in Paris and, in 1866, he returned to MI.T. to establish the first
school of architecture inthe United States. |In 1881, Ware accepted a professor-
ship at Colunbia University where he was instrumental i nthe devel opment of a
program of architectural training. Henry Van Brunt was born in 1832 and received
architectural training inthe office of George Snell of Boston and, later, in

the atelier of Richard Morris Hunt of New York. From 1865 until sone time around
1881. \Ware & VanBrunt maintained a partnershipduring which they designed the
First Unitarian Church in Boston, Menorial Hall at Harvard University and St.
John's Divinity School in Canbridge, Massachusetts. From 1881 until 1886, Van
Brunt carried on a practice in Boston with Frank Howe; after 1886 tlie firm nmoved

to Kansas City. M ssouri, As St. Stephen's Church was designed during the dissolution
of Ware & Van Brunt and as a nunber of contemporary sources refer to Van Brunt,
alone as the architect of the building, i tispossiblethat Ware had [ittle or

no hand in the design.

Prior to the 1870's, the history of the Episcopal church in Lynn had been one

of failing efforts to establish a congregation. Around 1818-1819 an effort was
made to organize the town's first Episcopal congregation under the nane of St.
John's; however within five years the small congregation had switched its al -

| egiance to Unitarianism By 1834, a second congregation (Christ Church) had
formed a Geek Revival style church was built on North Gommon Street in 1837.

In 1841. the second church was sold and the congregation dissolved. |n 1844, St.
Stephen's congregation was formed and the former Christ Church was purchased.

Mich of the church's financial support cane from wealthy summer residents of

the Lynn Beach area and Nahant; although, the church remained active between

1844 and 1876, it sfollowing was small. Soon after the hiring of Louis DeCorms as
pastor in 1876, the congregation began to grow, partially as a result of DeCorms's
personal popularity. By the later 1870's, the congregation had outgrown the
existing church and created the need for the present structure.
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Massachusetts Historical Gonm ssion
294 \Mshington Street
Bost on, Massachusetts 02108

Gent | enen:

| was recently delighted tohear that Saint Stephen's Menorial Church
in Lynn, Massachusetts has been nomnated for the National Register
of Historic Places. | ameager to wite at this tine in support of
that nomnation. | would, infact, be hard put tothink of another
bui I ding nore deserving of preservation. Having recently conpleted
a nayj or stud% of the building's architect, Henry Van Brunt, | can
testify tothe unique inportance of Saint Sephen's Church withinthe
oeuvre of the architect.

Van Brunt began his career in 1863 in partnershipwith Wiliam R Vdre
in Boston. He practiced actively as one of the nost distinguished and
respected nentoers of his profession until his death in 1903.  Saint

S ephen's Church cones at a decisive nonent in Van Brunt's career.

In 1881 Vdre departed from the F]grtnership tofound the Architectural
School at Col unbia University; vas replaced by a former Védre and
Van Brunt apprentice, Frank Fowe. [ nstudying his works of the firns
of Vdre and Van Brunt and Van Brunt and Howe 1 tis frequently difficult
to determne which partner designed a given structure. The sole build-
ing which can on the basis of existing documents be attributed with
absolute assurance toVan Brunt hinmself is Saint Sephen's Church.

As such i tis auniquely inportant structurefor the definition of this
maj or architect'sstyle.

BEven wi thout this docunentary interest. Saint Stephen's Church woul d
be aworthy inclusionon the National Register. The Church is certainly
one of the major ecclesiastical structureshbuilt inthe Boston area
during the last third of the nineteenth century—ival edonly by such
works as H H Richardson's Trinity Church. The building is both a
hi ghl'y personal exanple of Van Brunt's architectureand a val uabl e
docunent for the tastes of itstinmes. Equally extraordinaryis the
fact that the Church remains in the mdst of a decayi n% community i n
al most unaltered condition. Arecent inprovenent in the Church's
omn finances, | understand, has at |ast provided a tangible neans to
enabl e the Parish topreserve this outstanding building. | can not
urge you strongly enough t oact favorably on this nom nation.

Sincerely yours,

Wlliam J. J*nnessey

Qurator "jra Assistant Professor of Art History  TELEPHONE (913) 864-4710
WJH:clc
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M. Candace Jenkins

National Register Coordinator
Massachusetts Historical Conmssion
294 \Mshi ngton Street

Bost on, Mssachusetts 02108

Dear M. Jenkins:

W are absolutely delighted that St. Sephen's
Menorial  Church has been nomnated to the National
Register of Historical Places. 1tis indeed a sig-
niticant building and one that should be preserved.
| understand that our Historian, Ms. John S C
Morgan (Mary), has sent further information to you.
If any additional information is required, please
do not hesitate to contact us.

Wth every best wish, | am

Faithfully yours.

<ZujS CK

The Rev. WIlliam B Lawson
VA eb Rect or

Enc. (1)

PS Please note the correction inour official nane
and al so address.

RECEIVED
JIARD K

I"ASS. Hi ST. COMM.









