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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (iF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Terre Haute's Post Office and Federal Building, located at the southwest corner
of Seventh and Cherry Streets, is the city's most imposing example of Art Deco
architecture. Rectangular in plan, the three-story building features dressed
limestone veneer over a steel I-beam frame, with a foundation, basement and

roof of steel-reinforced concrete. The main facade is symmetrical, with entry
doors located in the large bays at either extreme end. Metal grillwork is

used to decorate the window areas above these doors; this grillwork features
geometric designs and stylized American eagles in octagonal metal plaques.
Between the two end bays, the facade is divided into eleven narrow, two-story
bays, delineated by fluted piers. These bays are all identical, containing
narrow windows decorated with metal grillwork. The attic area features hori-
zontal banding carved around the perimeter of the building, with decorative
carvings in roundels over the entry doors. The interior of the building features
movable paneling, metal grillwork, and American eagle and Egyptian floral motifs.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Terre Haute Post Office and Federal Building is architecturally significant
as an excellent local example of the Art Deco style as adapted for use in govern-
ment buildings. One of the few examples of its style in Terre Haute's downtown
area, this 1932 building has escaped major alterations and continues to serve in
its original capacity.

The Post Office and Federal Building was designed by the local architectural
firm of Miller and Yeager under the direction of architect James A. Wetmore.

The structure features many of the Art Deco features popular during the 1930's,
including the use of geometric massing, vertical patterning of the fenestration,
and cast aluminum spandrels. The interior of the building continues the Art
Deco treatment, with the employment of marble paneling, metal grillwork, and
stylized American eagles and Egyptian floral motifs. Except for the addition of
handicapped access ramps and aluminum-framed automatic doors, the building
appears much as it did when constructed 50 years ago.
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Downtown Terre Haute Multiple Resource Area : ‘Page 31
Terre Haute Post Office and Federal Building Owner: United States Post Office
7th and Cherry Streets 7th and Cherry Streets

d. 1932 ; Terre Haute, Indiana
Description: Photo #17, 18, Bldg. #255

Terre Haute's Post Office and Federal Building, located at the southwest corner
of Seventh and Cherry Streets, is the city's most imposing example of Art Deco
architecture. Rectangular in plan, the three-story building features dressed
Timestone veneer over a steel I-beam frame, with a foundation, basement, and

roof of steel-reinforced concrete. The main facade is symmetrical, with entry
doors located in the large bays at either extreme end. Metal grillwork is

used to decorate the window areas above these doors; this grillwork features
geometric designs and stylized American eagles in octagonal metal plaques...
Between the two end bays, the facade is divided into eleven narrow, two-story
bays, delineated by fluted piers. These bays are all identical, containing
narrow windows decorated with metal grillwork. The attic area features hori-
zontal banding carved around the perimeter of the building, with decorative
carvings in roundels over the entry doors. The interior of the building features
movable paneling, metal grillwork, and American eagle and Egyptian floral motifs.

Significance;

The Terre Haute Post Office and Federal Building is architecturally significant
as an excellent local example of the Art Deco style as adapted for use in govern-
ment buildings. One of the few examples of its style in Terre Haute's downtown
area, this 1932 building has escaped major alterations and continues to serve in
jts original capacity.

The Post Office and Federal Building was designed by the local architectural
firm of Miller and Yeager under the direction of architect James A. Wetmore.

The structure features many of the Art Deco features popular during the 1930's,
'including the use of geometric massing, vertical patterning of the fenestration,
and cast aluminum spandrels. The interior of the building continues the Art
Deco treatment, with the employment of marble paneling, metal grillwork, and
stylized American eagles and Egyptian floral motifs. Except for the addition of
handicapped access ramps and aluminum-framed automatic doors, the building
appears much as- it did when constructed fifty years ago.

Geographical Data

Acreage: Less than one acre
UTM Reference: 16/464940/4368500
Boundary: Map #1806-21, Block #432, Parcel #009




