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1. Name of Property

historic name National Guard Armory
other names/site number N/A

2. Location

street & number DeQueen and Maple Streets not for publication N/A
city, town Mena vicinity N/A
state Arkansas code AR county Polk code AR 113 2lp code 71953
3. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
(X private (X7 building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
(] public-local (] district 1 buildings
] public-State [ site sites
(] public-Federal (] structure structures

(] object objects

1 Q0 Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
N/A listed In the National Register _N/A

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historlc Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
nomination [_] request for determination of eligibllity meets the documentation standards for registering properties In the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth In 36 CFR Part 60.
2 : : See continugdon sheet,
-29-9/
Déte il

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property [ Imeets [_]does not meet the National Register criteria. D See continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification LUeread ius -
|, hereby, certify that this property is: / National Kegiotmb
-7

[Zlentered in the National Register. o /7 & -/ /
[ ] see continuation sheet. mw‘% © / /7 ;/
[]determined eligible for the National 7 i

Register. ] See continuation sheet.
[:]determined not eligible for the

National Register.

[Jremoved from the National Register.
l:]other. (explain:)

s

w«re of the Keeper Date of Action
)

S



6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Defense/Armory Recreation and Culture/Gymnasium

7. Description

Architectural Classification

Materials (enter categories from instructions)
(enter categories from instructions)

foundation ___Concrete

Other: Rustic Fieldstone walls Stone

roof Asphalt

other

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

[ X see continuation sheet
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Summary

The National Guard Armory, constructed 1930-31 and located at the southwest corner of
DeQueen and Maple Streets, is a fieldstone and concrete masonry armory building consisting
of a large, single story function area to the west and a smaller, two story office section to the
east. It is designed in a rough, local stone masonry tradition common to the mountainous
regions of the state.

Elaboration

The National Guard Armory, constructed 1930-31 and located at the southwest corner of
DeQueen and Maple Streets, is a fieldstone and concrete masonry armory building consisting
of a large, single story function area to the west and a smaller, two story office section to the
east. It is designed in a rough, local stone masonry tradition common to the mountainous
regions of the state. Its plan is basically rectangular, with the two story front section projecting
slightly beyond the northern and southern walls of the auditorium to the west. Two brick
chimneys rise from the southern slope of the auditorium’s gambrel roof, one to the west and
the other abutting the rear of the two-story section to the east. Asphalt shingles cover the
gambrel roof, while a built-up tar roof covers the flat roof behind the stone and concrete
castellated parapet. The walls are faced with random fieldstone and the structure rests upon
a continuous concrete foundation.

The eastern or front elevation is composed of four paired window bays placed symmetrically
around a projecting central entrance bay. The entrance bay is accessed through a central,
double-leaf door set into an opening faced with brick arranged in corbels that recede from the
wall. Above the door, a pair of six-over-six wood sash windows light the rooms behind, and
a concrete sign that reads "National Guard Armory" finishes the elevation. Two concrete
buttresses flank the entrance, windows and sign. The walls to either side are lighted with pairs

of six-over-six wood sash windows on both floors that are divided by tall, thin stone
buttresses.

The northern and southern elevations are virtually identical. Each consists of nine bays, with
the two eastern bays containing six-over-six wood sash windows and the seven bays to the
west being separated by tall, thin buttresses. The only difference between the two elevations
is that while the western bay of the southern elevation features the same pair of six-over-six
wood sash windows seen elsewhere in the auditorium walls, the western bay on the northern
elevation is accessed via a large, overhead rolling garage door.

The western elevation is blank with the exception of four, symmetrically-placed triple-hung
wood sash windows.
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There are few significant exterior details of note. The castellated parapet, the brick facing
around the door and window openings and the decorative buttresses along the walls provide
the only relief from the rustic aspect of the random fieldstone walls.

The interior of the armory is of the simplicity and functionality typical of such structures. The
entrance foyer or vestibule contains a pair of fifteen-pane doors that lead into the auditorium
behind and a quarter-turn wood staircase with a turned wood balustrade. The auditorium is
floored with wood strip flooring and covered with an open, metal truss ceiling.

There have been virtually no alterations to the National Guard Armory and it is in good
condition.



8. Statement of Significance

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:
[ nationally [ ] statewide X ] locally

Applicable National Register Criteria [_JA [_]B [Xc [ID
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [ JA [ B [ Jc [ o [Je [JF []a

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Architecture 1930-31 N/A

Cultural AffiliatiorI{I

Significant Person Architect/Builder
N/A Kyle, Derwood F.

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

[X] see continuation sheet



9. Major Bibliographical References

[X]See continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

O preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested [T state historic preservation office
[ previously listed in the National Register [ Other State agency
previously determined eligible by the National Register B Federal agency
designated a National Historic Landmark [___] Local government
[ recorded by Historic American Buildings (] University
Survey # (] other
[Jrecorded by Historic American Engineering Specity repository:
Record #

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of property __Less than one

UTM References

AlLs] (318614,60] (3:812,7|4,3,0] -3 I I I T T O T T A

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting . Northing
(o3 I I I T A I T T » 3 I I I T TR I T O

[] see continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description Beginning at the point formed by the intersection of the western edge of
DeQueen Street with the southern edge of Maple Street, proceed westerly along latter edge to a
point formed by its intersection with a perpendicular line running along the buildings western
elevationsthence proceed southerly along said line to a point formed by its intersection with a
perpendicular line running along the building's southern elevation; thence proceed easterly along
said line to a point formed by its intersection with a perpendicular line running along the western

edge of DeQueen Street; thence proceed northerly along |See continuation sheet said line to the point
of beginning.

Boundary Justification
This boundary includes all the property historically associated with this resource.

[C]see continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By
nameltitle Kenneth Story, Architectural Historian /Shirlev Gooden. Historian

organization _Arkansas Historic Preservation Program date _4/10/91
street & number _225 East Markham, Suite 300 telephone ___(501) 324-9346
city or town Little Rock state __Arkansas zip code 72201

*U.8.GPO:1988-0-223-918
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Summary Criterion C, local significance

The National Guard Armory is eligible under Criterion C with local significance as the best
example in Mena of the rough, fieldstone masonry construction tradition that is commonly
found in the mountainous regions of northern and western Arkansas and that continues to
influence new construction in those areas today.

Elaboration

As was the case with a number of relatively isolated, small Arkansas towns that were settled
in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, the western Arkansas railroad community
of Mena could boast of several official and semi-official military organizations that were
organized primarily to preserve local community. Such organizations as the "Home Guards"
drilled regularly and were occasionally called into service. By 1921, the first Mena National
Guard Unit was federally recognized as Battery D, 142nd Field Artillery, part of the Fifth
Arkansas Infantry. They trained at Camp Pike in North Little Rock that summer, and earned
some distinction there in spite of their "youth."

It was not until 1931 that they obtained a facility of their own in Mena, however. In 1930
the state of Arkansas (under which all state National Guard units were organized) agreed to
finance the greater part of the construction cost of a new armory building in downtown
Mena and let the contract for its construction. Derwood F. Kyle of Pine Bluff was the
architect of the new building, and Walter Vernon of Fort Smith served as the contractor. The
total cost of the site and the building came to $24,000, and the building measured 70’ by
125°. The building was designed not only to serve the National Guard unit and provide a

storage facility for their ordinance, but also as a community and recreational center with rest
Tooms.

The National Guard Armory in Mena is unique architecturally due to its employment of the
native Arkansas stone masonry tradition in service to what is essentially an Art Deco armory
building, similar in all other respects to a number of other armories constructed around the
state during this period. Though always of masonry construction, other Art Deco armories
are virtually always of a buff-colored brick and ornamented with the stylized, geometric
detail typical of the Art Deco. The Mena armory, on the other hand, due to its reliance
solely upon the texture and random linearity of the fieldstone for its ornament, exploits
thereby the medieval aspect lent the design by the castellated parapet and the wall buttresses.
The end result is an armory that, though not nearly as architecturally-sophisticated as the

fancier, more erudite Art Deco designs elsewhere in the state, presents a far more formidable
and permanent aspect to the viewer.
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The National Guard Armory in Mena stands as the finest example locally of construction in
the native fieldstone masonry tradition indigenous to the mountainous regions of the state
since the first European settlement began in the northern and western sections of the state.
Furthermore, it is a remarkably successful rendering of a modern and popular architectural
style in this vernacular construction technique. It is thus being nominated under Criterion C
with local significance.
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April 29, 1991

Carol D. Shull

Chief of Registration

United States Department of the Interior
National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

1100 "L" Street, NW

Washington, DC 20240

RE: National Guard Armory
Mena - Polk County, Arkansas

Dear Carol:
We are enclosing for your review the nomination of the above referenced property. The
Arkansas Historic Preservation Program has complied with all applicable nominating

procedures and notification requirements in the nomination process.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter.

Sincerely,

Cathy Buford
State Histdric Preservation Officer

CB:kg

Enclosures

Suite 200 « Heritage Center « 225 East Markham - Little Rock, Arkansas 72201 « Phone || JElll (500 324-9346
A Division of the Department of Arkansas Heritage




