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INTRODUCTION

The Cadiz Township Joint District No. 2 School (Cadiz School) is 
located on the east side of School Street, between South and Dale 
Streets in the Village of Browntown, Green County, Wisconsin. The 
school is a one-story brick building with a raised poured concrete 
basement, and a hip-with-deck roof. Built in 1921, Cadiz School 
shows the influence of the Craftsman style. On the interior, the 
original plan consisted of central front and rear vestibules, 
separated by closets/ and a large classroom on either side of this 
central section. Although both classrooms have been partitioned to 
create living space, Cadiz School retains very good integrity.

DESCRIPTION

Cadiz School is located on a hill in Browntown's residential area, 
just east of the village's small commercial district. The houses 
are set on large lots, and range from less than 50 to more than 100 
years old.

Cadiz School was built in 1921. : It measures 61 feet (north-south) 
by 45 feet, and is rectangular in plan. It is a one-story 
structure of load-bearing wire-cut vitreous brick in common bond, 
on a raised basement. The roof is clad with asphalt shingles. A 
broad brick chimney, through which the furnace vents, rises near 
the center of the roof. The school retains its original windows, 
which are wood double hung sash in a 6/6 configuration. Those on 
the first floor are surmounted by 6-pane transoms, and set in a 
brick header surround with concrete corner blocks and a concrete 
sill. The basement story is surmounted by a concrete water table.

The main (west) facade is seven bays wide, and is symmetrical about 
the central enclosed entry porch. The entry porch is flat roofed, 
with a pedimented parapet. A shallow flight of concrete steps 
leads up to the entrance. The entrance is composed of a pair of 
wood multipane doors, with multipane sidelights and transom. Above 
the doorway is a concrete panel which had raised letters reading:

xDate panel on building.
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"Joint Dist No 2." This was stuccoed over when the School was 
converted to a residence in 1984, but is a minor alteration which 
does not affect the integrity of the building. On either side of 
the door there is a black metal wall-mounted Colonial-type coach 
lamp, also dating from 1984. Originally, there was a fixture with 
an opaque glass globe on either side of the door. These were 
removed prior to 1980. 2 Above each light are concrete ornaments in 
rectangular and diamond shapes, reminiscent of the column 
elaboration designs of the Prairie School style. The parapet is 
ornamented with a concrete belt course, a concrete panel which 
reads "1921," and a concrete coping. On either side of the entry 
porch, there is a single window at the basement and first-story 
levels of each bay. On each of the north and south faces of the 
entry porch there is a small, boarded-up window opening.

The north facade is four bays wide. At the basement level there 
are single or paired windows in each bay. At the first story, 
there are no windows in the westernmost bay, and paired or tripled 
windows in the remaining bays. The south facade is similar, except 
that all the basement windows are paired. There is a blind window 
with a concrete sill, corner blocks and brick header surround in 
the westernmost bay as well.

In the center of first story on the east (rear) facade, there is a 
single door giving access to the rear vestibule. There is a window 
on either side of the door. Concrete steps lead up to this door. 
Just north of the door is a small flat-roofed enclosed entry porch 
with a single door leading down to the basement. This entrance was 
constructed in 1963, when the south room in the basement was 
converted into a classroom. North of this, the hill has been 
excavated and two openings for garage doors have been cut into the 
basement. This alteration dates from the 1984 conversion of the 
school into residential use. Because these alterations are on the 
rear of the building, they do not affect the school's integrity.

On the interior, the original first floor plan consisted of 
central, back-to-back front and rear vestibules, separated by walk-

2C. 1920s and 1980 photos, on display in the Browntown Museum.



NFS Form 10-900-a
(Rev. 8-86)
Wisconsin Word Processing Format
(Approved 3/87)

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet

Cadiz Township Joint District No. 2 School 
Section 7 Page 3 Village of Browntown, Green County, WI

in closets; and a large classroom on either side of this central 
section. At the west end of each classroom is a coat room. In 
1984, both classrooms were remodeled to create living space. Drop 
ceilings were installed, and partition walls erected to the height 
of the new ceiling. These alterations do not compromise the 
overall integrity of Cadiz School, as the original walls, transom 
windows and ceiling were left intact. The current owners have 
removed some of the partitions.

In the front vestibule, a wide round arch frames the wood double 
dog-leg staircase. The staircase has simple Craftsman balustrades, 
handrails and newel posts. Interior finishes include oak floors 
(carpeted in some areas), and plastered walls with simple dark wood 
chair rail and baseboards. There is wall paper below the chair 
rail, and fiberboard tiles on the ceiling, in the front vestibule. 
The original five-panel wood doors with plain metal hardware, and 
Craftsman wood door and window surrounds, have been retained. 
There are also Craftsman built-in wood cabinets in each of the 
former classrooms. In the front vestibule there are operable 
transoms above the classroom and coat room doors. The lighting in 
Cadiz School consists of suspended fluorescents and ceiling-mounted 
incandescents, none of them original. The attic is unfinished.

In the basement, there was a central corridor with a furnace room, 
flanked on either side by a bathroom on the west end, and an 
unfinished room. Originally, both of these rooms were used as 
gymnasium space, one for each classroom. The basement has poured 
concrete floors and unfinished brick walls, except in the south 
"gymnasium." This room was converted into classroom for first and 
second graders in 1963. At that time, asphalt tile flooring was 
installed. The room was converted into an apartment in 1984. The 
north "gymnasium" was converted into a garage in 1984. Except for 
the garage doors on the east wall, the interior of this room is 
unchanged.

Cadiz School retains very good integrity. Exterior alterations are 
confined to the rear facade, where there is a 1963 enclosed entry 
porch and two 1984 garage doors. Because these are on the rear of 
the building, their impact is minimal. On the interior, the 
classrooms have been partitioned to create living space, but
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original walls and finishes remain, and the current owners have 
removed some partitions. In addition, the front vestibule, which 
is the space with the most detail, is intact.
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SUMMARY

The Cadiz Township Joint District No. 2 School (Cadiz School), 
built in 1921, is significant at the local level under Criterion A 
in Education. It is a fine example of a Second Class State Graded 
school. State Graded schools were created in small communities and 
rural areas throughout Wisconsin between about 1905 and 1955. As 
such, Cadiz School reflects the evolution of public education in 
the state during the early twentieth century. Its significance is 
enhanced by the fact that there were only two State Graded schools 
in Green County prior to 1950. Cadiz School retains very good 
integrity.

HISTORICAL CONTEXT

The first settlers in Green County were drawn by the lead mining 
boom, underway in the southwestern Wisconsin (now Grant, Lafayette 
and Iowa Counties) in the late 1820s. The few lead deposits found 
in Green County were soon exhausted, but a number of prospectors 
stayed on to farm. The majority of these pioneers came from either 
Illinois, Indiana, Virginia or Pennsylvania. 3 The earliest 
settlers in Cadiz Township were George Lot (1834) , Stephen and 
Nicholas Hale, Bennett Nolan and William Boyles (1835) . 4 Boyles 
chose the name for Green County in 1836, naming it after the 
Pennsylvania county in which he was born. 5

In 1846-47, William Brown, Henson Irion and John Wood built a dam 
on Skinner Creek (just north of Browntown) to provide water power 
for a saw mill they were constructing. Brown also built two 
dwellings, creating a very small village that was known as Brown, 
Irion and Wood's Mill. Irion opened the first store in the little

3Helen M. Bingham, History of Green County. Wisconsin. 
(Milwaukee: Burdick & Armitage, Printers, 1877), pp. 15-16.

4 Ibid., p. 150.

5Ruth Pintar, editor, Our Part of America: Browntown. Cadiz 
Jordan. 189Q-199Q. (Monroe: New Life Press, 1990), p. 2.
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community in 1856. In 1859, Brown and Irion left for California. 
The sawmill closed in 1861 and the village was nearly abandoned. 
In 1875, a grist mill was built, and the community came back to 
life. 6 By 1877, the village was called Browntown, in honor of 
William Brown. At that time, it had no more than 10 buildings, 
including a flour-mill, store, blacksmithy and a few houses. 7 In 
1881, the Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul Railroad built an 
extension from Monroe to Mineral Point, with a stop at Browntown. 
This spurred growth in the community. In 1882, James Dale platted 
the Village of Browntown (north of the Cadiz School site). 8 
Sullivan's Addition was laid out the same year, just west of the 
original plat. By 1884, Browntown was prospering, and boasted a 
general store; a grocery and drugstore/ a grocery, hardware and 
shoe store/ a blacksmith shop; a sawmill; a grist mill; a hotel; 
and a billiard hall. 9

Browntown incorporated as a village in 1890. In 1900, the 
population was 246. 10 This figure has remained fairly steady 
throughout Browntown's history. Browntown has always been an 
agricultural-support community for the surrounding farms. Farming 
dominated Green County's economy as early as 1850. At that time, 
more than one-third of the land in the county was under 
cultivation. Between 1880 and 1945, farms grew to encompass nearly 
100 percent of the land in the county. Until about 1870, wheat was 
the principal crop in Green County, as it was throughout the state. 
Wheat cultivation quickly depleted the soil, however, forcing wheat 
farming westward. The farmers that remained in Wisconsin had to

6History of Green County. Wisconsin. (Springfield, Illinois: 
Union Publishing Company, 1884), p. 749.

7Bingham, p. 15.

8History of Green County. Wisconsin, p. 748.

9 Ibid., p. 749.

10Halford Erickson, compiler, The Blue Book of the State of 
Wisconsin. (Milwaukee: Northwestern Lithography Company, 1903).
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shift to other types of agriculture. In Green County, dairying had 
been introduced by Swiss immigrants in the 1840s. Many of the 
American-born farmers in the area may have also been influenced by 
New York state's successful transition from wheat to dairying, 
which some had witnessed first-hand. By the 1880s, Green County's 
economy was centered on dairying, especially cheese-making. Today, 
cheese production is still a very important factor in the local 
economy. 11

By 1884, Cadiz Township School District No. 2 had been created. 
The first school house was a small frame structure located just 
outside of Browntown on what is now State Highway 11. Although it 
was known as the Browntown School, it also served the community of 
Skinner. In 1884, 84 students attended this school. Of the 12 
schools in Cadiz Township, Browntown had the highest enrollment. 12 
In 1886, a new school was built in Browntown. 13 It was located on 
lots 8 & 9 in Sullivan's Addition on Main Street, northwest of the 
current site. 14 The new school was a simple frame vernacular 
building, clad with weatherboard, on a stone foundation. 15

In 1909, the legislature passed a law giving State School 
Inspectors the power to order improvements to any school buildings

nMary E. Taylor, "An Intensive Architectural and Historical 
Survey of Green County," report prepared for the Southwestern 
Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission, December 5, 1980, pp. 8-10; 
and Robert C. Nesbit, Wisconsin: A History, (Madison: The 
University of Wisconsin Press, 1973), p. 235.

12History of Green County, Wisconsin,, p. 746. 

13Pintar, p. 134.

14 Standard Atlas of Green County , Wisconsin, (Chicago: George 
A. Ogle and Company, 1918), p. 17.

15C.1910 photo, on file, Sound and Visual Archives, State 
Historical Society of Wisconsin.



NFS Form 10-900-a
(Rev. 8-86) 
Wisconsin Word Processing Format
(Approved 3/87)

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet

Cadiz Township Joint District No. 2 School 
Section_8_ Page 4 Village of Browntown, Green County, WI

they found to be unsanitary or unsafe. 16 Browntown 1 s 1886 school 
must have been inspected and condemned under this law in 1920. The 
Cadiz Township School Board (Board) discussed the situation at its 
annual meeting on July 6, 1920. The Board directed the Clerk to 
ask the State Superintendent of Public Instruction for permission 
to hold classes in the school that fall. Permission must have been 
given, probably provided that the Board agree to build a new 
school. At a special meeting held August 6, 1920, the Board was 
authorized to borrow $18,000 from the State Trust Fund. This 
amount was to cover both the purchase of a site and the 
construction of the new school. A building committee was appointed 
to oversee construction. The site was purchased from Richard 
Stuart on January 6, 1921. Another special meeting held February 
11, 1921 authorized the Board to borrow additional $4500. 17 The new 
school was finished in the fall, and opened in January, 1922. 18

At the time Cadiz School was built, Browntown was a lively 
community with 3 grocery stores, a railroad depot, hardware store, 
lumber yard, barber shop, hotel, feed mill, drug store, telephone 
company, livery, bank, post office, movie theater, powdered milk 
plant, cheese processing plant, blacksmith shop, restaurant, 
garage, and an opera house and dance hall. 19

From its opening through the 1950s, enrollment at Cadiz School was 
just over 100 students, drawn from Browntown and the surrounding 
farms. The school was a focal point for the community. Everyone

16William T. Anderson, "The Development of the Common Schools," 
in Wisconsin Blue Book: 1923. (Madison: State Printing Board, 
1923), pp. 114-119.

17 Pintar, p. 134; and Abstract of Title. 

18Pintar, p. 72.

19Ibid., p. 72; and Folk's Wisconsin State Gazetteer: 1921-22. 
(Detroit: R.L. Polk and Company, 1921).
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in Browntown was invited to attend the once-a-month card parties, 
the Christmas program, and the annual end-of-the-year picnic. 20

In 1961, the movement to consolidate small school districts reached 
Browntown, and Cadiz School became a part of the Monroe School 
District. Interestingly, the immediate effect of consolidation on 
the Browntown school was to increase enrollment, despite the fact 
that the seventh and eighth graders were being bussed to Monroe to 
attend junior high. This was because many rural schools had been 
closed, and the school in Browntown was then serving a larger area. 
As a result, the south gymnasium was converted into a classroom for 
first and second graders in 1963. As the last of the "baby-boom" 
generation reached high school during the late 1970s and early 
1980s, enrollments dropped. Cadiz School closed in 1983. 21 In 
1984, Sandra and John Gobeli bought the School and converted it 
into a residence. Joanne and Jim Upmann bought the property in 1992. 22

SIGNIFICANCE: EDUCATION

In the early twentieth century, the state legislature passed a 
series of laws aimed at improving the quality of education in 
Wisconsin, particularly in rural areas. Educators recommended 
creating "State Graded" schools in small villages and in rural 
districts. In State Graded schools, classes would be taught for no 
less than nine months out of the year and each school would have to 
meet certain standards in teaching, buildings and equipment, as 
certified by the state. 23 This would ensure that children in rural

20Pintar, p. 134; and Frieda Swiggum, former student and long­ 
time teacher at Cadiz School, interview, August 17, 1994.

21 Pintar, p. 134; and Swiggum.

22Abstract of Title; and Joanne and Jim Upmann to Wisconsin 
Division of Historic Preservation, letter, May, 1994.

^Department of Public Instruction, Education in Wisconsin: 
Biennial Report. 1922-24. (Madison: Department of Public
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areas would be taught by well-trained professional teachers in 
sanitary, well-equipped buildings, in effect providing an urban 
structure to rural schools.

In 1901, the legislature enacted a law establishing State Graded 
schools and providing special financial aid to such schools. The 
first requirement for certification as a State Graded school was 
that a school have more than one classroom. Educators firmly 
believed that children should be divided up into "grades" by age and 
that teachers would do a better job, and students get more 
attention, if fewer grades were taught together. Schools with two 
classrooms could qualify as Second Class State Graded schools. 
Those with three or more classrooms could qualify as First Class 
State Graded schools. The teachers and principals of all State 
Graded schools had to have graduated from a teachers college. The 
State Graded school also had to submit to an annual state 
inspection to make sure that there were no unsanitary conditions in 
the school and that the school had the equipment for manual 
training (for boys), domestic science (for girls) and a small 
library (usually placed in a corner of the classroom). 24

In 1922, John Callahan, then State Superintendt of Schools, touted 
the success of State Graded schools:

[State Graded schools] have affected [education in 
Wisconsin] in two ways. First, special state aid and 
state supervision have encouraged the establishment of 
graded schools of two or more departments in small places 
throughout the state.. . . In the second place, the same 
incentives have caused the establishement of two room

Instruction, 1924), pp. 4-5.

24William T. Anderson, "The Development of the Common Schools," 
in Wisconsin Blue Book: 1923. (Madison: State Printing Board, 
1923), pp. 114-119; and Feme M. Bridge, The School Bell Rings. 
(Juda, Wisconsin: Ferne M. Bridge, 1974), p. 5.
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schools. . .created from overly large one room schools or 
by consolidating two or more districts. 25

Despite this report, statistics suggest that the State Graded 
school was not taking hold. In 1921, the year Cadiz School was 
built, there were 6,708 one-room schools in the state, and 618 
State Graded schools. In the twenty years since the establishment 
of State Graded schools, only nine percent of rural and village 
schools had earned State Graded status. Across the state, most 
counties had only a handful of State Graded schools. In 
southcentral Wisconsin, Dane County had the largest number with 21. 
Rock County had seven State Graded schools, while Lafayette and 
Iowa Counties each had four. In Green County, there were 136 
school districts. Five of them were categorized as "city" 
districts: Albany, Brodhead, Monroe, Monticello and New Glarus. 
Only two of the remaining 131 districts had State Graded schools, 
both of the Second Class. Cadiz School was one; Juda School, in 
Jefferson Township, was the other. 26 Juda School was first 
certified as a State Graded school in 1908. In 1923, a new brick 
school building was built in Juda. This structure became Juda High 
School in 1963, when a new elementary school was erected. The 1923 
building was demolished in 1991. 27

State Graded schools appear to have made little progress between 
1921 and 1941. In 1938, there were 6,481 one-room schools in the 
state, and 700 State Graded schools. Thus only 11 percent of all

^Department of Public Instruction, Education in Wisconsin: 
Biennial Report. 1920-22. (Madison: Department of Public 
Instruction, 1922), p. 25.

26Department of Public Instruction, Wisconsin Official School 
Directory: 1921-22. (Eau Claire: Eau Claire Book and Stationery 
Company, 1921) .

27Ferne M. Bridge, Juda Facts and Photos. (Juda: Feme M. 
Bridge, 1976), pp. 25-26.
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rural schools were State Graded. 28 The figures for southcentral 
Wisconsin counties testify to this lack of progress. In 1940, Dane 
County had 29 State Graded schools, Rock County had eight, Iowa 
County three, and Lafayette County four. Green County still had 
only two: Cadiz and Juda. 29

The model plans for school buildings prepared by the Wisconsin 
Department of Public Instruction during the 1930s provide further 
evidence that State Graded schools were not catching on. Of the 72 
model plans prepared between 1932 and 1939, only 11 (15 percent) 
were for two-room schools. All the rest were for one-room schools. 
There are a number of plans for converting existing one-room 
schools into two or more classrooms. Most of these, however, date 
from the 1940s. 30

Perhaps because of the slow development of State Graded schools, 
educators began recommending consolidating school districts. The 
idea behind school consolidation was to provide rural and small­ 
town students with all the advantages of a big-city school, by 
creating a tax base large enough to buy the most up-to-date 
facilities and equipment. This movement was launched in 1939, when 
the state legislature gave the State Superintendent of Public 
Instruction the power to eliminate districts with assessed property 
valuations of less than $100,000. 31 School consolidation progressed

28Department of Public Instruction, The Twenty-Eighth Biennial 
Report for the Years 1936-38. (Madison: Department of Public 
Instruction, 1938), p. 19.

29Department of Public Instruction, Wisconsin Official School 
Directory: 1940-41. (Eau Claire: Eau Claire Book and Stationery 
Company, 1940) .

30State Historical Society of Wisconsin Archives, Record Series 
690, Department of Public Instruction, Architects Plans for School 
Buildings, 1930-64.

31Barbara L. Wyatt, editor, Cultural Resource Management in 
Wisconsin, vol. 3, sec. 2, pp. 9-10.
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slowly at first. The number of school districts peaked in 1938 at 
7,777. This figure dropped 14 percent to 6,637 by 1945, and fell 
an additional 13 percent by 1950. 32 In comparison, Green County 
still had 124 school districts in 1948, a drop of only eight 
percent over the ten-year period. 33 Cadiz and Juda remained the 
only State Graded schools in the county.

State and federal programs providing financial incentives for 
consolidation brought the movement to a climax in Wisconsin in the 
1950s and 1960s. The number of school districts in the state 
dropped 23 percent between 1950 and 1955, and an additional 45 
percent between 1955 and 1960. In 1961, the year Cadiz School was 
absorbed into the Monroe School District, there were 2,371 school 
districts in the state. 34 The immediate effect was one of higher 
enrollments for Cadiz School. However, by 1984, school district 
consolidation had brought about the closure and sale of Cadiz 
School.

In conclusion, the Cadiz School is significant as one of only two 
State Graded schools in Green County during the historic period. 
The other, Juda School in Jefferson Township, has been demolished. 
Cadiz School represents a phase in the evolution of elementary 
education in the state, and perhaps, a failed experiment in rural 
education.

32Department of Public Instruction, One Hundred Twenty Years 
of Public School Statistics of Wisconsin: 1848-1968. (Madison: 
Department of Public Instruction, 1968), p.7.

33Plat Book: of Green County, Wisconsin. (Milwaukee: Marathon 
Map Service, 1948) .

34Department of Public Instruction, One Hundred Twenty Years 
of Public School Statistics in Wisconsin: 1848-1968, op. cit.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The Cadiz Township Joint District No. 2 School is located on part 
of the South half of the Northeast Quarter of the Northwest Quarter 
of Section 9, Township 1 North, Range 6 East, in the Village of 
Browntown, Green County, Wisconsin, more particularly described as 
follows: Commencing at a point 114 feet East of the Northeast 
corner of the Rhoades Addition to the Village of Browntown, thence 
East 230 feet, thence South 1 degree 35 minutes West 336.2 feet to 
an iron stake and North line of the highway, thence continuing 
South on the same line to the center of the highway, thence 
Westerly along said highway to a point directly South of the place 
of beginning, thence Northerly along the East line of the highway 
to the place of the beginning, and encompassing 1.77 acres.

VERBAL BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION

This property includes the entire parcel historically associated 
with the Cadiz Township Joint District No. 2 School.
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Photo 1 of 14
Cadiz Township Joint District No. 2 School
Browntown, Green County, WI
Photo by Joanne Upmann, August, 1994
Negative on file in the State Historical Society of Wisconsin
West (front) and north facades

The information for the following photographs is the same as the 
above, except as noted.

Photo 2 of 14
West (front) and north facades

Photo 3 of 14
West (front) facade

Photo 4 of 14
West and south facades

Photo 5 of 14 
North facade

Photo 6 of 14 
South facade

Photo 7 of 14
South and east (rear) facades

Photo 8 of 14
East (rear) and north facades

Photo 9 of 14
Closeup of decorative column elaboration, front entry porch

Photo 10 of 14
Closeup of front entrance

Photo 11 of 14
View of front vestibule, looking east
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Photo 12 of 14
View of front vestibule, looking southwest

Photo 13 of 14
View of south coatroom, looking south

Photo 14 of 14
View of old sink unit in rear vestibule
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