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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Centre Village Historic District i slocated i nthe downtown
busi ness district of Southbridge and extends along Main Street for four-
tenths of amle. [|tincludes thirty-onebuildings, a smll park and t he

ol dest portion of the town cenetery. The resources range from the wood frame
houses of former town |eaders at t hesoutheastern end, toinposing civic and
church buil dings, tothree and four story brick conmercial structures. The
Italianate and Second Enpire styles predom nate and provide visual unity.

Many of the former residences have been sensitively adapted for comercial or
ot her usage. The only post-1929 intrusionsare Mario's Restaurant (A), the
Tel ephone Buil ding (B), and the Southbridge Savings Bank addition (C which
is constructed of red brick and harmonizes in scale with the rest of the
district. Sone of the nore significant properties aredescribed bel ow

The_Universalist Church (#2) is awood frame QG eek Revival structure constructed
c. 1840. Itsgable endwhich is treated as a pedinment is supported bytwo
fluted Doric columms and flanking paired, paneled pilasters. This structure

has a truncated tower, with paneled comer pilasters once the base of the
original steeple which was lost inahurricane i n1938.

The Whitford Building (#3) which occupies the curved corner of Main and

Ham | ton Streets was constructed c. 1870 i n the Second Empire style. Signifi-
cant design elenments consist of round and segnmentally arched w ndows, a
bracketed cornice and Mansard roof [it by round arched dormers. The ground
floor of this three story buildinghas been altered.

The Ammdown Building (#12- photo #1), is also a three story with Mansard
Second Enpire structure constructed c¢. 1870. |t is constructed of brickand
has w ndows with granite lintels and alternating brick and granite voisseurs.

The i:5per twostories areunited by ablind arcade which helps t odefine the bays
The overhanging com ce is supported by prom nent carved brackets.

The Central Baptist Church (#14- photo #1), is abrick structurebuiltin
1866 inthe Italianate style. [Itsprojectingentrance tower has aslate
clad steeple which at 80 feet is the tallest structureinthe area. The
town clock is located at the junctionof the belfrey and the steeple.

The Jacob Edwards Menorial Library (#15), The Southbridge Post Of fice (#25),
and the Worcester County National Bank (#26) were al | built between 1914 and
1929 and provide a sense of architectural unity tothe center of the district.
Al'l arefreestanding brick buildings which are Georgian Revival in style.

The Post Office and Bank were both designed by Daniel Burnhamof Chi cago.

The Dresser House (#20), was built between 1826 and 1832 f or Ebenezer Amm down

in the late Federal style. It is constructed of red brick, now painted white,

and site onagranite foundation. [Itis five bays inwidth and has a recessed center
entrance with side lights and a sem-circular fan. There are bridged double

end chimmeys and a netal balustrade. A central belvedere with a projecting
bracketed com ce was added in the 1870's.
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Just Jeans Store

Universalist Church

Whitford BuildingX
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Newman

AT Q\AL
i:'‘helps Building
Col unbi a iiotel

Goodwi n''s btore

Public Finance-Boston Gas

Costa Block
Hart wel | Phar macy
Mario's Restaurant

Am down Buil ding

Sout hbridge Police station

Central Baptist Church

Jacob Edwar ds Menori al

Li brary

Swi acki Realty Building

A Sout hbridge,

CENTRE VILLAGE

OMER

Martin Realty of Auburn I nc

Kel |y Road

Auburn, nma. 01501
Raynond 1. Brousseau
85 Col e Ave.

Sout hbridge, ivia 01550

Croce R LiGregorio
, PQ Box 44
, Sout hbridge, M 01550

="Joseph P. Boniface
H 340 MainSt.
Na 01550

George | . and Tharsile Mathieu
e 334 iwain St

Sout hbridge, M. 01550

warren McGarth
328 MainSt .
bout hbridge. M 01550

Arnold E andMarilyn Goodw n
322 Main bt .
Sout hbridge, M. 01550

Richard O. and Nornma Perron
107 South St .
Sout hbridge, M. 01550

Robert andErna i"ataille
192 Everett bt.
bout hbridge, M. 01550

Pedi Realty
P.u. 644

bout hbridge.

Mario Piccione
274 Main bt .
bout hbridge, M. 01550

Ben- Al Realty Trust
264 Mai n St .
bout hbridge. M. 01550

Town _of Southbridge
41 El m bt

Ma. 01550

Sout hbridge, ffla 01550
First Baptist Society
Mai n St .

Sout hbridge, M. 01550

Town of Southbridge

236 Main bt .
Sout hbridge, M. 01550

Bay Path Devel opnment Cor p,
55 Linden St .
Worcester, NMa. 01609
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22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

CENTRE VILI"AGE

NAME
Tel ephone Buil ding

Mass. Electric Go. Building
Dresser Park

Qui nebaug Valley Cultural
Center

R D Wells Residence

ek Ridge Genetary

Resi dence- 141 Main St.

El ks Cl ub

Sout hbridge Credit Union

Sout hbridge Post uffice

Wor cester County Nationa
Bank

Sout hbridge Savi ngs Bank

Bl anchard Buil ding

J:-dwards tsuilding

Centre Pharmacy- uresser opeyg
House

Robbi ns Store

amMeER

New jLngland Tel ephone
39 EEmSt .
Sout hbri dge, Ma. 01550 ™TIOf,

Mass. Electric Qo. WA\ M
176 Main St. X<V. .
Sout hbridge, M. 01550 '

"Town of Southbridge

41 ElmSt.
Sout hbridge, M. 01550

Qui nebaug Valley Council for the
Arts and Humanities, I nc.

Il Min St.

Sout hbridge, M. 01550
Ruth D MEIIS

113 Main

Southbr|dge My 01550

"Towm of bouthbridge

41 ElmSt.
Southbr|dge, Ma. 01550

Estate of WIlliam Swi acki

Wor cester County National Bank
249 Main St .

Sout hbridge, M. 01550
El ks Cl ub

155 Main St .

Sout hbridge, M, 01550

Sout hbridge Credit Union

205 Main St .

Sout hbridge, M. 01550
U b. Postal Service
235 Main St .

Sout hbridge, M. 01550

Wor cester County National Bank
249 Main St .
Sout hbridge, M. 01550

bouthbrid%f Savi ngs Bank

253 Mainbt .
Sout hbridge, M. 01550

Martin Realty of Auburn, | nc.
Kel Iy Road
Auburn, M. 01501

A J. Deterandro Trust
245 Lebanon Hil |
Sout hbridge, M. 01550

R C Caparso
309 Main St.
Sout hbridge, M. 01550

Sylvia Starr, et. al.

321 Mainbt .
Sout hbridge, M. 01550






CENTRE M LLACGE

MAPH NAME amMeER

32 Barnes Buil ding Marvin W Kushner Trustee of Main
St. Realty Trust
677 Beacon St .
Boston, Ma. 02215

33 Puritan Clothing Diraitri Metro, et.al.
219 Southbt .
bout hbridge, M. 01550
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The Sout hbridge Credit Union (#24 - photo #5) i sa two story, wood frame,
Second Enmpire structure. Itisthree bays inwidth with aprojecting central
pavillion and an open vestibule. VWWndows have projecting lintels on the
first floor and segmentally arched franes on t he second.

The Edwards Building (#29 - photo #4) i sa three story brick Italianate building
constructed i n1852. Design elenments consist of quoins, an arcade |inking the
second and third stories and a bracketed, gabled roofline added i n1859. The
groundfl oor treatnment has been entirely altered.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Centre VillageHistoric District retainsintegrity of design, setting, materials
and worlcmanship and i s significant both as the center of Southbridge's connercial
devel opnent and as the hone of the town's major political and conmercial |eaders. | t
Is avisually cohesive areawith fewintrusions or alterations other than two ground
floor store fronts. The urban character of the Centre Villageis also unique inthe
vicinity surrounding Southbridge.

The Southbridge area was first settled in 1730 when a group of people from Medford

were granted the |and between xford and Brinfield by the Massachusetts General Court.

It devel oped slowy during the eighteenth century with agriculture asits economc

nai nstay and the towns of Sturbridge, Charlton and Dudl ey were gradual | y established

as the population grew Their present rural character is reflective of their devel opnent.
The urban character of Southbridge is reflective of avery different inpetus for '
devel opnent. During the eighteenth century anunber of sawandgrist mlls were establishe
along the Quinebaug River. Qneof the najor ones was |ocated near the present Centre
Village where aneetinghouse (on the site of the present Central Baptist Church #14)

and a cenetery (#21?] had al ready been established. Asthe mll|s expanded pressure
grewto create another town, andin 1816 Southbridge was final I?/] i ncor porat ed t aki ng
sections of Sturbridge and Charlton. At that time there were three major m |l sites

in the town which expanded raP| dly during the nineteenth century nanned by immgrants
from Ireland, Italy and final Y Pol and. The popul ation figures for the ﬂer|od(830 '

in 1816 and 10,000 i n 1900) reflect the rapid growh of Southbridge andhelp to explain
the urban character of the Centre Village, “sfeay of the mlls produced textiles, but

one of the major enpl cg{ers was the American Optical Gonpany. The present Massachusetts
Electric Gonpany Buil ding (#18) is a converted wood frane residence built c. 1895

for neners of the Wlls fam |y who were the owers of Anverican Optical , the | argest
optical plant inthe world.

Two of the nost inportant famlies responsible for the devel opnent of Southbridge were
the Edwards and the Anmdowns. The four Edwards brothers, Jacob, John, W Iiamand

S K, were nerchants, and responsible for the constructionof nany of the commerci al

bui I dings on Main Street. John and WIliamwere responsible for the 1852 Edwards Bui | di ng
(#29) whi ch was one of the first department stores inthe country. W Illiamalso owed
the Blanchard Building (#28) which was opened as ahotel in 1860 and [ ater used as a
theater. The Robbins Store (#31) was built by SK Edwards i n 1878 and enl arged i n 1887.
The present Southbridge Credit l&ion (#24) was built as the hone of John Edwards i n

1880 and | ater served as the hone of Gongressman Calvin A Page. |t was sensitivel
adapted for use as abank in 1972 Finally, the Jacob Edwards “fenorial Libraiy (#5{

was erected in 1914 fromthe estate of Jacob Edwards, Jr.
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The Anmdowns al so had a significant inpact onthe present appearance of the Center
Village. Ebenezer Ammdown organized four textile mlls, served asthe first president
of the Southbridge Savings Bank, was a nenber of both Massachusetts |egislative

bodi es and served as County Conm ssioner and Judge. He was also arailroad expert who
advised the building of South Station in Boston and suggested the route the rail line
should take. He lived i nwhat nowserves as the Quinebaug Valley Cul tural Center (#20),
a fine late Federal mansion which was known as Amidown' s Castle. Hol nes Amm down

was a nerchant and hotel proprietor. He constructed the Amidown Building (#12) i n 1872.
A leader in local education, he specifiedthat the second floor beused as a library.
This building, was once natched i n scale and design by the Masoni ¢ Buil di ng which

stood onthe nowvacant | ot at the comer of Central Street.

A fewarchitectshave been identified whoworked i nthe district. The Am down and
Masoni ¢ Bui | di ngs which were two of the nost el aborate Second Enpire structures are
believed t o have been designed by Anos Cutting of Wrcester. The nason was CC.
Carpenter and the carpenter was Leonard Cutler. TheHartwel| Pharnacy (#10) was
desi gned by George Popl e of Boston i n 1866 and has served continuously as a pharmacy
ever since. Thenmason was WB Potter and the carpenter was Leonard Cutler. Only
the finest materials were used with red brick fromthe local yard of Potter and
Dresser, granite from Charlton and soapstone from Springfield. The Jacob Edwards
Mermorial Library (#15) and the Wrcester County National Bank (#26) were designed by
the nationally renowned Daniel H Burnhamof Chicago i nthe Georgian Revival styleof
whi ch he was a proponent.

VWil e Southbridge's major period of devel opment and significance was the nineteenth
century, i tcontinues to be avital andprogressive comunity. The Witford Building
(#3) was selected by the Department of Coomunity Affairs i n1978 as one of their pilot
statewi de building reuse projects. The Southbridge Historical Comm ssion received a
$1000 grant in 1979 from the National Trust for Historic Preservation to hire a con-
sultant toadvise onPhase | | of aMain Street revitalization project, andthe comunity
has been selected as anall American city.
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Croshie, John, President of the Southbridge Historical Society, interview on
April 27, 1978.

Curtis, John 0., Anm down-Dresser House, architectural study by the Director
Curatorial Dept., Od Sturbridge Village, March 6, 1978.

The Sout hbridge National Bank Through 100 Years. March 1938, Southbridge.

Section 10, page 2

Boundary Justification
The Centre Village Historic District includes the town's major comercial buildings

at itsnorthwestern end, itspublic buildings at the center, and a few donmestic
bui | dings, associated with inportant town figures, at it ssoutheastern end. The
nom nation is confined to Main St. as the side streets were either not devel oped
with the sane type and quality of building or have undergone heavy alteration.



MAP KEY

Continuation Sheet #1 Centre Village
2. Location

# Main Street

1 372

2 368

3 3424 348 Nane 1

4 338 Just Jeans Store '

5 337 Universalist Church

6 328 Whi tford Building

7 322 Hot el Newnan

8 312 Phel ps Buil ding

9 300 Col unbi a Hot el

10 296 Coodwi n's Store

11 27k Public Finance - Bostongas

12 26"-270 Costa Bl ock

13 260 Hart wel | Phar nacy-

li4 Main at Foster Mario's Restaurant

15 236 Amm down Bui | ding

16 222 Sout hbridge Police Station

17 202 Central Baptist Church

18 176 Jacob Edwards Menorial Libraryidii|,

19 Min at Vil nut Swi acki Realty Building 1 860" s

20 111 Tel ephone Bui | di ng 1951

21 Between 111 and 1~1 Massachusetts Electric Companyi 895-1900

o [is1 Dresser Park given 1950
and 1951

Qui nebaug Valley Cultural Center 1826-1832 A-

(formerly t heCresser House)

(2QA Barn, sane date)

(ak Ridge Cenetery 1st acre given
in1801

(residential) | 840" s
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25
26

27

28
29

31
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Continuation Sheet #2
2. Location (continued)
Main Street

155
205

235
2/19

253-257

289-291

301
303

309

321
323

327-331
333-337

Centre Village

Nane
The El ks Cl ub

Sout hbridge Credit Union

Sout hbri dge Post Office

Gonstraction
Dat e

1830-1843
1880
1928

Wor cester County National Bank 1929

Sout hbri dge Savings Bank-A 1887
1978
—B
o i860
Bl anchard Buil ding
Edwards Bui | di ng—A 18
—B
Centre Pharnaﬁgfgx sagé 1860-1875
Robbins Store 1878
1882
Barnes Building 1868-1871
Puritan Clothing-A 1920
—B 1870

\

M P 190






Property (*.gMiXo IHILLUA "I[CAIM-TLA  pANEZNN

Stat
TECHNICALA CONTRAIA
Photos
Maps /
VIMM t/CuW ck™M? AojLA Mo-fvuJ- HISTORIAN
ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN
ARCHEOLOGIST
OTHER
HAER
Inventory
Review
REVIEW UNIT CHipMA®
BRANCH CHIEF
KEEPER
National Register Wite-up Send- back Entered P 7 [979
Federal Register Entry Re- subm t

Uhited Sates Departnent of the Interior - Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service







































bwn of Southbridge Assessors Mp
cale: 1" = 200 Date: 1971






ENTR ES | NTHE NATI ONAL REQ STER

STATE
Date Entered 71N
Nane location

Stetson House Hanover

Pl ymout h County
Centre Village Historic District Sout hbri dge

Wor cester County
St. Stephen's Menorial Church Lynn

Essex County

Lynn Arnory ]
ynn

Essex County
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Honorabl e Paul G Tsongas

Honor abl e Edward M Kennedy State Historic Preservation Officer
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Honor abl e Edward P. Bol and Executive Director

Honor abl e Nichol as Mavroul es Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

294 Washington Street
Bost on, Massachusetts 02108
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