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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAU (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Walker House is located in Georgetown at 2806 N Street, N.W.* The 
Federal style brick townhouse^faces north with a 30 foot frontage on N Street.

*The Walker House was built in 1816-17 and reflects the typical George 
town Federal style of building. The facade is three bays wide of red brick 
laid in Flemish bondA It was sandblasted in the early 1940 f s to remove many 
coats of paint. The lack of a string course gives a vertical emphasis to the 
2-1/2 story building which has a raised basement. The entrance door with its 
semicircular fanlight surrounded by a stone archivolt with keystone is loca 
ted on the west end of the front facade and is approached by seven brick 
steps (not original). Under the brick arches of the front entrance steps are 
Isteps (which are later additions) leading to a basement entrance.

XFhe windows of the first and second storys are 6/6-1ight double-hung 
rectangular openings with rusticated splayed stone lintels with keystones and 
each window is enframed by double-panel louvered shutters, painted green. 
The basement windows are 3/3-light with similar lintels and have shutters 
Lhich are not louvered. The wooden dormers are nicely detailed with round- 
headed double-hung windows enframed by a wooden triangular pediment supported 
by moulded pilasters. "*

\Che denticulated brick cornice is very simple and is surmounted by a 
shingled east-west gabled roof with a chimney on the east end^^g-*-

The rear and side facades reflect the changes made to the original rec 
tangular house. The rear of the main house contains French windows on both 
basement and first floors; and two plain wooden dormers with rectangular 
p/6-light double-hung windows; all are later additions.

The house is approximately 75 feet deep including three additions. The 
[first addition is approximately 14 feet long and 11 feet wide (2 bays deep

id 2 storys high). The next addition is approximately 19 feet long and 13 
Eeet wide and is also two bays deep and two storys high. There is a wooden 
oorch addition on the rear. The first two wings each contain a chimney.

The interior of the house has been altered but still retains a sense of 
the original scale and dignity. The entrance hall contains a finely designed 
interior arch with moldings and keystone. The opening between the original 
first floor rooms of the main house has been enlarged and the remaining 
interior space has been altered.

The proportion and beauty of the house is typical of this period in 
Georgetown, and it is of interest to compare it to the house next door (John 
Stoddert Haw House, 2808 N Street, N.W.) which was built at approximately 
the same time. The Haw House has a very similar facade arrangement, but 
instead of stone over the windows and door it has wood trim painted to 
resemble stone. ^» ;'
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Joint Committee on Landmarks has designated the John Walker House a 
ategory II Landmark of importance which contributes significantly to the 

cultural heritage and visual beauty of the District of Columbia. The house 
has long been known as the Gannt-Williams House and its date of construction 
thought to be circa 1805, but research in the Georgetown deed and assessment 
records shows that the house was not built until 1816-1817 when it was the 
property of Isaac Owens. The house represents a typical Federal style 
townhouse found in Georgetown in the early nineteenth century. It retains 
the scale, proportion and simplicity of its nineteenth century facade as do 
other houses on this 2800 block of N Street. In the twentieth century, the 
talker house has been the home of Washington newspaper columnist Drew Pearson 
and John Walker, former director of the National Gallery of Art.

The land upon which the house is built was subdivided by Thomas Beall and 
sold to^John M. Gannt\Ln 1804 and to Elisha Williams in 1809. Deed and 
assessment records, however, indicate that there were no major improvements 
on the property, the eastern half of lot 159, until after it was purchased 
by Isaac Owens in 1816. The Georgetown Assessment Books contain a July 9, 
1817, citation under Owens' name of a two-story brick house, valued at 
?4,000. The inclusion in the 1818-1819 Assessment Book under Owens' name of 
a two-story brick house, valued at $5,500 on lot 159, confirms that the 1817 
citation is for the present Walker House.

The heirs of Isaac Owens sold the house to William S. Nichols in 1835, 
and in 1856 a commission merchant, John W. Lumsden, purchased the house at 
public auction after Nichols defaulted on his debts. The Lumsden family 
Lived in the house through the 1870's and in 1887 they sold it to Sallie C. 
Jones, a widow. Mrs. Jones occupied the house for about a decade and after 
she sold it in 1903 it was used as a rental property. The decline in George 
town's social status is evidenced by the occupation of the house from 1914 
to 1922 by Isaac Davis, a day laborer. Still, if the occupation of a house 
by its owner instead of a renter can be used as a measure of its status, the 
tfalker House has had a more stable existence than its neighbor, the John Haw 
louse, which seems to have been rented out from about 1840 to 1921.

In 1921 the Walker House was purchased by Katherine B. Cunningham and 
building permits indicate that she spent more than $2,000 in that year in 
stalling new bathrooms, enclosing the second floor verandah, rebuilding the 
rear verandah, and doing other work. As is the case with the adjoining Haw 
House, the 1920's initiated a period of major investments in the property 
which has continued to the present.
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8. Significance - Walker House

From 1926 to 1928 the house was owned by Washington newspaper columnist 
Drew Pearson but he only lived there in 1927. Since 1940 it has been the 
home of John Walker, director of the National Gallery of Art from 1956 to 
1969.
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