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An open shed-roofed shelter constructed of saddle-notched logs. Dry- 
laid fieldstone foundation. Roll asphalt roof replaces original wood 
shingles. A log sill across the open front of the structure provides 
stability. Well-preserved.
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The Adirondack-style Cream Hill shelter located along the Appalachian 
Trail is one of the original primitive open-front lean-to shelters 
built by the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) in 1935 as part of 
their development of the state forests. Remarkably, three of the 
original shelters survive: one in American Legion State Forest; 
another in Mohawk State Forest, also located on the Appalachian Trail; 
and the Housatonic Forest shelter, built by the CCCs of Camp Cross who 
operated in the forest from the spring of 1933 until the spring of 
1941.

The trail shelter of long tradition is widely known as the Adirondack 
shelter, and it was probably developed by the hunters and trappers of 
that region. Designed with an overhanging, sloped roof and minimal 
headroom, the historic Adirondack shelter was functional rather than 
(see continuation sheet)

DEP. Bureau of State Parks & Recreation. Historic File: Housatonic Forest,
untitled 1953 report on Housatonic State Forest. 

The Appalachian Trail. Harper's Ferry, W. Va.r The Appalachian Trial
Conference, 1977. 

Good, Albert. Park and Recreational Structures. U.S. Department of the
Interior, 1938.
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Item number: 19 Date: Cream Hill Shelter

proportioned to accommodate day use. In adapting the shelter to 
modern recreational park use f the functional design was lost. The 
Housatonic shelter, however, has not been adapted and serves as a 
functional copy of the original Adirondack shelter.

The well-preserved Housatonic State Forest shelter is located along 
the historic Appalachian Trail, a nearly 2,000-mile-long wilderness 
foot path extending from Maine to Georgia. The concept of the trail 
was originated in 1921 by Benton McKaye of Shirley, Massachusetts, and 
was developed over the next four decades by cooperation among various 
outdoor and recreational groups. New England was the first section of 
the country to complete a contiguous portion of the trail, which in 
many instances linked existing trails. The Connecticut Forest and Park 
Association developed the Appalachian Trail in the state between 1930 
and 1933. The CCCs built two Adirondack shelters adjacent to the trail 
in Housatonic State Forest, one overlooking Dean's Ravine (non-extant) 
and the one on Cream Hill about a mile south of the ravine. The 
shelter is used as overnight protection by trail hikers and is part of 
a network of shelters along the trail developed and maintained by both 
public and private-sector interests. Housatonic Forest was started in 
1912. The area was relatively inaccessible until the CCCs opened up 
Cream Hill and the Sharon Mountain tract with 10 miles of roads 
beginning in 1933.

Verbal Boundary Description and Justification

The shelter is located in a 9,584-acre state forest. The nominated 
acreage includes the structure centered in a circle with a radius of 
400' which provides for a representation of its historic wooded 
setting and a portion of the Appalachian Trail.
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Addendum: Connecticut State Park and Forest Depression-Era Federal Work Relief Programs 
Structures Thematic Resource

Sharon: Cream Hill Shelter

Acreage: 6.5 acres

Correction: Verbal Boundary Description and Justification

The shelter is located in a 9,584-acre state forest. The nominated acreage 
includes the structure centered in a circle with a radius of 300' which provides 
for a representation of its historic wooded setting and a portion of the 
Appalachian Trail.

This correction has been made because it was determined that the reduction 
of acreage would adequately represent the historic setting of the subject 
property.
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