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1. Name of Propertv

historic name The Rosebud (The Diners of Massachusetts MPS)

other names/site number N/A

2. Location

street & number 381 Summer Street not for publication

city ortown Somerville vicinity

state Massachusetts code MA county  Middlesex zip code 02143

3.. state/Federal Agencv Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this(*nomination
« request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties inthe National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
“meets ¢ does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant
| nationally CXstatewide ¢ locally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

ature of certifying official/Title Judiitth®/ McDonough, Executive Director Datd
achusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property = meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

state or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby certify that this property is:
[entered in the National Register
« See continuation sheet.
« determined eligible for the
National Register
« See continuation sheet.
« determined not eligible for the
National Register
« removed from the
National Register
« other (explain):



The Rosebud

Name of Property

5. Classification
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
X private X building(s)
_ public-local _ district
_ public-State __site
_ public-Federal _ structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)
Twentieth-Century Commercial Architecture:

The Diners of Massachusetts

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions

(Enter categories from instructions)

COMMERCE/TRADE/restaurant

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Other: Semi-Streamliner Diner

Narrative Description

Somerville, Middlesex County, Massachusetts
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 1 _building
0 0 sites
structures
_ objects
1 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

N/A

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

COMMERCE/TRADE/restaurant

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation brick
walls porcelain enamel
roof metal
other steel
wood

(Describe the historic and current condition of fhe property on one or more continuation sheets.)



The Rosebud
Name of Property

8. statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria

(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

XA

XC

Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)
Property is:

_A

owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

removed from its original location.

a birthplace or grave.

a cemetery.

a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
a commemorative property.

less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

previously listed in the National Register

previously determined eligible by the National
Register

designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey

#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering

Record #

Somerville, Middlesex County, Massachusetts
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Architecture
Commerce

Period of Significance
1941-1949

Significant Dates
1941

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A
Cultural Affiliation

N/A

Architect/Builder

Worcester Lunch Car Company

Primary location of additional data:

X State Historic Preservation Office
Other State agency
Federal agency
Local government
University
__ Other
Name of repository:
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7. Description

The Rosebud, 381 Summer Street, Somerville (1941, MHC #209) is afine example of asemi-streamliner diner produced
by Worceser Lunch Car Company. Thediner islocated a the southern end of Davis Square, a neighborhood business
digtrict in the western part of the city. Stuated directly a the sdewak, the diner fronts a small park a thejunction of
Summer Street and EIm Street. The immediate areais known as Cutter Square. There isno on-ste cusomer parking for
thediner.

Eight bayswide and three to four bays deep, the Rosebud & first suggestsatraditional rail car diner form with its
monitor roof and long band of clerestory windows. The canted end walls, however, are character-defining fegtures of the
more modem semi-streamliner form. The Rosebud hes aded frame, abrick foundation, black porcdain enamd wall
pands, and ameta roof. Entries are located in the narrow endsof the diner. Windows have leaded glassin the transoms
above the single-hung stled sash. There are fluted stainless sed jambs between the windows and & the rounded comers.
The clerestory windows incorporate some colored glass mogtly visible on the interior.

The prefabricated diner is atached a the reer to aone-story, sde-gabled building (congtructed mid- to late 1930s) with
brick veneer walls and two exterior end-wall chimneys. For the purpose of this nomination, the brick building, which
preceded the diner on this Site, isanoncontributing building. A much larger one-gtory,flat-roofedrear addition (ca
19609), congtructed of concrete block with brick veneer, occupies mog of the remaining building lot behind the diner.
Both the sde-gabled building and the rear addition are unobtrusive and do not compromise the integrity of the 1941
diner.

Sgnage for the diner takes severd forms. The porcelain enamd pandsread Rosebud in Gothic lettering and Booth
Savice & either end. Somerville artist Albert Lenoir may have executed the pink rases painted onto the pands
Mounted on the roof is apink neon sign bearing the diner namein cursve lettering, resting on an internally lit box Sgn
that reeds Eg. 1941 - Food & Spirits- ES. 1941. There d0 isanoncontributing sanding sign (ca. 1960s) onthe
ddewak, condgsting of abox sgn in aneo-colonia frame and an arrow pointing to the entrance of the former dehouse
and grill in the rear addition.

On the interior, the Rosebud displays the combination of wood and tilefinishesthat characterize diners built by the
Worcester Lunch Car Company. The dantsof the end walls that help define aWorcester semi-greamliner from the
exterior are bardly discemable onthe interior. A largely historic plan has been modified to accommodeate contemporary
uses There isafull-length counter with a staff entrance a the northwestern (left) end, sxteen ded counter gools, and
six booths aong the southwestem (facade) wall. Booths and tables are wood. The historic back bar and food preparation
areahes bean converted for use as abar and displays wood and mirrored walls. The counter goron istiled in bluewith
accents executed in black tile and gtainless ged; a similar finish gopears on the wallsbe ow the windows. Abovethe
tile, the wallsare wood. The floor displays acomplex geometric pattern in blue, pae blue, and yellow tiles. The monitor
ceiling incorporates colored glass in some of the clerestory windows and hesating, ventilating, and cooling vents in others
The kitchenremains initshistoric location a the reer of the prefabricated diner, though the kitchen entrance is now
located off a hallway that extends off the northeest corner of thediner.

(continued)
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Through afour-year restoration project, still ongoing, repairs have been madeto the Rossbud and unsympethetic
dterations of recent decades have been reversed. Asphalt shingles covering the band of clerestory windows onthe
monitor roof have been removed. The diner's porcelain enamd pands have been repaired and replaced as necessary, ad
the neon sgn rgjuvenated. Indide, thetile floor hes been repaired, and the historic back bar areabehind the counter now
incorporates a bar for acoholic beverages. Renovation of the former club soace to the rear of the diner is underway, and
is expected to expand capacity by 250 sedts In this goecewill be amodern dehouse and restaurant with a microbrew
bar, offering amenu different from that of thediner.

Archaeological Description

No prehigtoric stes are known on the property or in the generd area(within one mile). Ingenerd, environmental
characteridtics of the property, especidly itslocation on alevd plain over 1000 feet from wetland resources, are not
locationally favorablefor mog types of prehigtoric stes. Given the above information, the smal sze of the parcd (3994
uarefeet) and the instalation of the diner, a 1930's addition, a 1960's addition, associated utilities and aprevious
hamburger restaurant on the property, alow potentid exigs for the recovery of prehistoric resources There isds0 alow
potential for locating historic archaeologica resources on the Rosgbud Diner property. Jaunty Jack's, a hamburger
resaurant, isthe only historic land use identified for the property prior to the installation of the Rosgbud Diner. Any
archaeologica survivasof that resourcethat remain after the installation of the Rossbud Diner and itstwo later additions
hes limited research potential because of its recent age and probable loss of integrity.

(end)

8. Satement of Significance

The Rossbud is unique in Somerville and uncommon in Massachusetts as one of very few surviving examples of the
semi-greamliner diner form. The manufacturer, Worcester Lunch Car Company, wes the statel's premier diner builder
and introduced the semi-streamliner form as an aternative to the streamliner diner designsthat debuted in the late 1930s
Worcester Lunch Car Company was amajor forcein the design and construction of Massachusetts diners before World
War II. Initsform andfinishes,the Rosgbud combines traditional and modem features of diner design in the early
1940s The Rossbud dso issignificant for its historic associaions with Davis Squeare, aneighborhood budnessdidtrict in
Somerville, and isan important surviva of the city's pre-World War || devdlopment. Retaining integrity of location,
design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association, the Rosaud meats Criteria A and C of the Nationa
Regider of Historic Places a the gate and local levels.

The first owner of the Rosgbud was Charles Peveloris. Peveloris named his 1941 diner after the ded in the movie Citizen
Kane, which was rdeased the sameyear the diner opened. [Hodges] Previoudy, a hamburger restaurant known as
Jaunty Jack's operated on the site. The 1940 Somerville directory shows Charles Gow as the proprietor. The restaurant
occupied the one-gtory block that now houses the kitchen atached to the rear of the diner [Nanian]. Accordingto
Sanborn fire insurance maps, this building was congtructed in the mid- to late 1930s The 1940 Somerville directory
shows there were about one hundred twenty-five eating establishments in the city a that time. They incdluded restaurants,
grills, lunchrooms, luncheonettes, goas, cafes, and teerooms, as well as eight diners.

(continued)
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In 1958, Peveloris sold the Rossbud to Evangdos "Galley” Nichols. Nicholsinitially maintained the Rossbud as abar,
then reopened the kitchen in 1964. He later built aclub & the rear of the diner. Thisclub, originally known as the Surrey
Room, offered loungejazz and later disco dancing. Eventually the diner and adjoining club houssd aMexican resteurant
when Nichols lessed the property to another enterprise. In 1991, Nichols assumed control of the busness again, and
embarked on four years of renovation and interior restoration work on the diner. The diner re-opened in 1995. Exterior
regtoration isongoing. Bill Nichols, son of Galey Nichals, and Bill's wife, Helen, now managethe diner. Diner
historian and consultant Daniel Zilka worked with the diner's proprietors on the mog recent restoration.

The Rossbud is located in Cutter Square, a the southern end of the neighborhood businessdistrict in the western part of
?&rgerville known as Davis Square. Animportant trangportation and commercia center ance the third quarter of the

century, Davis Square was principally deveoped by the late 1930s  About the timethe Rosgbud opened. Cutter
Squerein the immediate vicinity of the diner encompassad amix of resdentia and commercial uses Among the
bus nesses here were a furniture shop, curtain shop, bakeries, a erepar shop, and clothing stores.

Ore of only seven semi-greamliner diners still in exigence [Hodges], the Rosdboud illustrates aform of diner that israre
in Massachusettstoday. Worcester Lunch Car Company introduced the semi-stream liner mode as an dternative to the
sreamliner diners that were built beginning in 1939 by J. B. Judkins Company and others. The semi-streamliners
reportedly were more popular among progpective diner purchasersthan the streamliners [Gutman, 115], which were
aerodynamicaly contoured diners that festured curved, "shove-nosed" ends In building the semi-gtreamliner, the
Worcester Lunch Car Company combined the full-length monitor roof seen on the earlier Sreetcar-inspired diners with
canted end walls, anew design feature that reflected the impact of, and offered amore consarvative dternativeto, the
dreamliner design.

The Rosabud is one of the best examples of asemi-streamliner remaining in Massachusetts. The best preserved semi-
sreamliner in the Sate is Four Ssters Owl Diner, 246 Appleton Sireet, Lowell (1940, Worcester Lunch Car Company
#759, MHC #1014), originally the Monarch Diner in Watham. Inrecent years, three other Worceser semi-streamliners
have been moved out of gate: the Hudson Diner (1946, originally known as Lamy's), moved in 1984 from Hudson to
the Henry Ford Museum in Dearborn, Michigan; the Peerless Diner, formerly located in Lowell and moved in 1987 to
Florida; and the Ross Diner (1946), formerly located in Holyoke and moved in 1992 to Quesches, Vermont. [Gutman
interview; Cultrerg]

In addition to the Rosebud, there are only two prefabricated diners in Somerville today. Like the Rossbud, Buddy's
Truck Stop, 113 Washington Street (1920s, MHC #303), was built by Worcester Lunch Car Company. Thissmall 10-
sooler diner displays an earlier barrel-roofed diner form and Sainless ded exterior pandsadded in the 1970s Kelly's
Diner, Broadway and Rogers Avenue, Ball Square (ca. 1947, O'Mahony) was moved to Somervillein 1996. This
danless ged diner isthe former Frank's Place from Hares Comer, Ddaware. [Cultrera; Gutman|

The Rossbud isone of severd single-building loca historic districtsin the City of Somerville.

(end)



The Rosebud Somerville, Middlesex County, Massachusetts
Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property 3994 square feet

UTM References See continuation sheet.
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1. 19 325400 4695540 3.

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
2.

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared Bv

nameftitle Kathleen Kelly Broomer, consultant, with Betsy Friedberg, NR Director, MHC
organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date  July, 1999

street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard telephone (617) 727-8470
city or town Boston state Massachusetts zip code 02125

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs ofthe property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO forany additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Evangelos Nichols
street & number 381 Summer Street tdephone  617-666-6015
city or town Somerville state MA .zipcode 02143

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 etseq).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024
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(end)

10. Geographical Data

Verbal Boundary Description

The boundary of the nominated property is shown on the accompanying detail of the City of Somerville's assessors map.
Boundary Jugtification

The boundary includes the entire parcd that hes been historically associated with the diner.

(end)
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