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1. Name
historic 1 . 0 . 0 . F „ in Alfalfa County^~®g^^————————————j^._____

and/or common N/A

2. Location
street & number Multiple Locations N/A not for publication

city, town vicinity of

state code county code

3. Classification
Category Ownership

district public
building(s) private
structure both
site Publiic Acquisition
object N/Ajn process

X thematic _N/Abeing considered

Status
occupied
unoccupied
work in progress

Accessible
yes: restricted

X yes: unrestricted
__ no

Present Use
agriculture
commercial
educational
entertainment
government
industrial
military

museum
park
private residence
religious
scientific
transportation
other:

4. Owner of Property

name Mill t"."tp1.p- Dranprstrip

street & number

city, town vicinity of state

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Alfalfa County Courthouse

street & number

city, town Cherokee state Oklahoma

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Oklahoma Comprehensive Survey has this property been determined eligible? yes no

date 1983 federal state county local

depository for survey records Oklahoma Historical Society. Preservation Office

city, town Oklahoma City state okla
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Multiple Resource Area dnr-11 
Thematic Group

____I... O.O.F. Rm'lrHng.g in Alfalfa f!rmnf-y________________________________

State ____Alfalfa County > OKLAHOMA

Nomination/Type of Review Date/Signature

- 1. Aline I.O.O.F. Lodge No. 263 Su1)stantivo ^^ Keeper

Attest

^2. Carmen I.O.O.F. Lodge No. §faQTe & in the f^per
National Register . ., .Attest

r 3. Carmen I.O.O.F. Home Slibstaative Kevlew' Keeper ^S^"

Attest 

v'4. Cherokee I.O.O.F. Lodge No. 219 ^ Y^Teeper
t»._.>?•.. » . f " ^~- v5*.^*? v

5. Keeper

Attest

6. Keeper

Attest

7. Keeper

Attest

8. Keeper

Attest

9. Keeper

Attest

10. Keeper

Attest



8. Significance

Period
prehistoric
1400-1499

1500-1599
1600-1699
1700-1799
1800-1899

JL_1900-

Areas of Significance — Check and justify below
archeology-prehistoric community planning
archeology-historic conservation
agriculture economics
architecture education
art engineering

X commerce exploration/settlement
communications industry

invention

landscape architecture
law
literature
military Jfc^
music ^
philosophy
politics/government

religion
science
sculpture

L_ social/ 
humanitarian 
theater
transportation
other (specify)

Specific dates 1902-1931 Builder/Architect

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The I.O.O.F. buildings are significant because of their role as both social and 
com mercial centers for small towns in Alfalfa county. The 1.0.0.F. buildings, 
constructed between 1902 and 1931 Airnished permanent faciliti.es for social encounters 
and com mercial endeavors necessary for establishing stable com munities in Alfalfa 
County. Initially settled during the Cherokee Outlet Run of 1893, the area that is now 
Alfalfa County was the eastern part of "M ft County. With the coming of statehood in 
1907, the county acquired the name Alfalfa, the nickname of Bill Murray, the state's 
constitutional convention president who later became governor. Because of the great 
fertility of the soil, this area attracted many farmers and merchants who sought 
financial gains and permanent habitation. The I.O.O.F., along with other fraternal 
societies like the Masons and the Modern Woodsmen of A m erica, gave the initial 
settle m ents an air 6f stability that farther attracted settlers because of a ready m ade 
group that gave im mediate status due to its exclusivity.

Aside from serving as social centers which aided in continuing com m unity spirit, 
these 1.0.0 .F. lodges provided per m anent facilities for co m m ercial endeavors necessary 
for the functioning of the county's small towns. The lower portion Of the lodges, rented 
to local business men, housed various enterprises such as a cafe, a cleaners, a newspaper, 
a drugstore, and even a mortuary. TheLO.O.F. Home at Carmen was a special project 
carried out to fulfill the organization's specific edict to provide care for orphans of 
fraternity members.

These nominated buildings are the only 1.0.0.F. buildings left standing in the 
county. The only building still functioning as a lodge is in Cherokee, the Carmen and 
Aline lodges having been disbanded. The Carmen I.O.O.F. Home now houses a nursing 
home run by the Pentecostal Holiness Church. These buildings maintain their basic 
structural integrity. The nominated properties include:

CHEROKEE

Cherokee 1.0.0.F. Lodge No. 100 

CARMEN

CarmenI.O.O;.F. Home 
CarmenI.O.O.F. Lodge No. 84

ALINE

Aline 1.0.0.F. Lodge No. 263



9. Major Bibliographical References

See Continuation Sheet

10. Geographical Data
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Verbal boundary description and justification

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

statecode county' code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By
name/title George Otey- Supervised by- Dr. Mary Ann Anders

organization Oklahoma Historic Preservation guryeydate 1983

street & number 502 _Math Sciences, 0. S ,U. telephone (.405). 624-8344

city or town Stillwater state Oklahoma

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

__ national __ state X |Ocal
As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date
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Major Bibliographical References:

Interviews:

Walter Burk 
Ralph Cain 
Mrs. Bill Goodwin 
Raymond Lamle 
Rev. J. M. Lemmon 
Cecil Manney 
Clarence Perkins 
Frances Roush 
Gene Sweatt 
Dailey Thomas 
W. G, Tucker

28 May 
3 June 
23 May 
28 May 
20 May 
3 June 
28 May 
9 June
2 June
3 June 
20 May

1983
1983
1982
1983
1983
1983
1983
1982
1983
1983
1983

Newspapers;

Carmen Headlight; 24 May 1906; 24 August 1906, 19 October 1906; 25 April 1907 
Woods County'News; 12 October 1906; 13 October 1906.

Other Sources;

Rev. T. G. Beharrell, Odd Fellows Monitor and Guide,, (Indianapolis, Indiana; Robert
Douglass, 1877). 

John J. - G. Blumenson, Identifying American Architecture; A Pictorial Guide to
Styles and Terms 1600 - 1945, 2nd ed,, (Nashville, Tennessee; American Association
for State and Local History, 1977), 

Edward Evert Dale, "The Frontier Literacy Society," Nebraska History (September 1950):
167-182. 

Charles W. Ferguson, Fifty Million Brothers; A Panorama of American Lodges and Clubs,
(New York; Farrar and Rinehart, Inc., 1937). 

Arrell Gibson, Oklahoma; A History of Five Centuries, (Norman, Oklahoma Harlow
Publishing Company, 1965). 

Elva Page Lewis, "Social Life in the Territory of Oklahoma, 1890-1906" (M.A. thesis,
University of Oklahoma, 1945). 

Gaston Litton, His t ory of Oklahoma, 4 vols., (New York; Lewis Historical Publishing
Company, Inc,, 1957). 

David Washington Pieaice, MA History of Alfalfa County" (M.A. thesis, University of
Oklahoma, 1926). 

Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps; Carmen-1902; Jet-1906,
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- 1. Aline I.O.O.F. Lodge No. 263 Su1)stantivo ^^ Keeper

Attest
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National Register . ., .Attest

r 3. Carmen I.O.O.F. Home Slibstaative Kevlew' Keeper ^S^"

Attest 
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5. Keeper

Attest

6. Keeper

Attest

7. Keeper

Attest

8. Keeper

Attest

9. Keeper

Attest

10. Keeper

Attest


