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NATI ONAL REG STER CRI TERI A STATEMENT (| f applicable)

The Charles Street Workers Housing Historic District possesses integrity of location,

design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and associations. | tis significant
as a nearly intact reflection of Waltham s industrial heritage and the type of housing
which housed its workers at |tspeak inthe md-late 19th century. | talso Illustrates

the devel opment of Waltham s neighborhoods during that period and |s associated with the
nmost | mportant ethnic group of the time. Finally, the four houses are significant as
wel | - preserved exanples of vernacul ar workers housing. The district neets criterl?.

and C of the National Register of Historic Places.

AHTEIUAN. SGNACGNE  Describe Inportant architectural features ad eval uate In terns of
other areas wthin the conmonity.

The Charles Street Workers' Housing Historic District isa small one block area defined by
Charles Street (N), WIlliams Street (E) and Harvard Street (W. |t stands amdst a md-19th
century residential neighborhood, but is differentiated fromits surroundings by the simi-
larities and well-preserved nature of |tsfour conponent houses. Al |l areunpretentious
workers' houses that rise 2f stories to gable roofs with twin stove chimeys. They are clad
with wood shingles, and all but # 140 are trimed with wide fascias recalling Geek Revival
style friezes. #128-132, at the corner of Wlliams Street, i s a double house with a sym
metrical eight bay facade centered on two entries whose hip roof porches display turned
posts and bal ustrades. Wndows are sinply framed and contain 2/2 sash. The adjacent house
at #134 Charles Street Is an identical single famly house with a symmetrical five bay fa-
cade centered on i ts entry. The next house at #140 Charles Street retains the boxy, gable
roof formof |t sneighbors, but lacks the fascla/frleze and has a recessed entry. The final
house at the corner of Harvard Street (#144) returns to the previous details but has been
altered with a new porch and 1/1 sash.

HSIGRGL SGNHCGNE Explain historical Inportance of area ad how the area relates to the
devel opnet of other areas of the connunity.

The Charles Street Workers' Housing Historic District developed cl865 after Edward Canbel |
purchased a large | ot of land from Catherine Wl liams and Charles Richardson. | twas part
of a gradual westward expansion along Charles Street, as residences were constructedto
house workers of the nearby industries. The area centered on Harvard Street appears to have
devel oped as an Irish enclave as isreflected i n sone of the surrounding street names such
as Noonan Street and Duddy Avenue. The histories of #128-32 and Sl 34 are representative.
They were owned by Edward Canpbell and Patrick Noonan, both who were listed i n WalthamDi -
rectories as laborers. O Cctober 15, 1864, Edward Canpbell paid Catherine WIIliams and

Charles Richardson $1,075.00 for a large tract of land. | t appears that the houses i n the
district were built the following year. #128-132 Charles Street remained |n the Canpbell
fam ly until Peter Campbell, bicycle Inspector sold the house to real estate tycoon Peter

Kinsley on August 4, 1900 for $4,600.00. #134 Charles Street remained In the Noonan family
until at least the 1890s. According to an 1875 atlas, #140 Charles Street was owned by an
M Newel| and #144 Charles Street was owned by a T. Leach.
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VALTHAM M\ MRA D STR CT' DATA SHET GARES STREET VRS HABNGH D

Street Address Assessor's # Sguare Feet Hi storic Nane/lInventory # Dat e Style Stat us
128-132 Charles St. 59-33-4 5, 043 Edward Canbel | House cl 865 Vernacul ar C.
134 Charles St. 59-33-3 5, 000 Patrick Nboonan House cl 865 Ver nacul ar agnNe
gar age
140 Charles St. 59-33-2 10, 000 | cl 865 Ver nacul ar C
n/ a
144 Charles St. 59-33-1 5, 250 | cl 865 Ver nacul ar e
n/ a
TOAL, 25,293 sq. ft.
RSO RE GAN: bui | dings: 4C ocC
structures a INC

total: 4C INC
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