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X.OCCUPIED
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PRESENT USE

_AGRICULTURE X.MUSEUM
_COMMERCIAL _PARK
.XEDUCATIONAL X.PRIVATE RESIDENCE
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OWNER OF PROPERTY
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San Bernardino County Museum Association
STREET & NUMBER
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STATE
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3 REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

Historical landmarks____Landmark 191
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DATE
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STATE
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X_GOOD —RUINS X-ALTERED —MOVED DATE________
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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Yorba-Slaughter Adobe rests on top of a small, gently sloping hill overlooking 
the rich basin of the Chino Valley. Although the ranch covered over 3,000 acres at 
its peak, today the property consists of the 1.94 acres that contain the original 
adobe house and winery building. The rest of the original ranch is now a private 
dairy operation.

The adobe house stands as it did when it was built in the early 1850 f s, except for 
the cement floor that replaced the original wooden floor. Mrs. Julia Fuqua commenced 
restoration of the badly deteriorated structure during the early 1930 f s. However, 
while this work was in progress, a windstorm unroofed the old structure. With the 
addition of a new roof, the adobe is currently used as a museum.

At the west end of the adobe is the Cement Block Jgpuse built by Mr. Slaughter's wife 
after his death in 1897. Today it is occupied Ijy the adobe f s caretaker. Around the 
house are many trees and gardens. Across the property to the south is the winery 
building. This building appears to be the same wooden structure it originally was, 
but the inner adobe walls have been replaced due to storm damage. Also on the property 
is a small building that used to be an old post office in the town of Rincon. It is 
used to house smaller items such as saddles, harnesses, and other horse needs.
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History

SPECIFIC DATES constructed early 1850's BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Yorba-Slaughter Adobe is an excellent example of the adobe construction prevalent 
in California during the days of Mexican sovereignty. Architecturally, the adobe is 
very representative of its type and period.

On April 28, 1839 Governor Juan B. Alvarado granted Rincon Rancho to Don Juan Bandini 
as an extension of the Jurupa Rancho CRiverside) granted the preceding year. Subse­ 
quently, Rincon Rancho was purchased by Bernardo Yorba, one of the largest landholders 
in Southern California. Bernardo f s son, Raimundo, constructed the adobe on property 
thought to be included in the Rincon Rancho land grant. However, the 1858 U. S. 
Government survey excluded the adobe land from the Rincon Rancho property.

lived in the house until 1868 when it was purchased by Fenton M. 
Slaughter, a veteran of the Mexican War and a forty-niner in California. Mr. Slaughte 
also served as County Supervisor and as a member of the State Legislature. Slaughter 
continued to occupy the house until his death in 1897.

The Yorba-Slaughter Adobe currently serves as a museum. Mrs. Julia Fuqua has faith­ 
fully restored the adobe by decorating the building's interior with original pieces of 
furniture used by her father, Fenton Slaughter. As a museum, the adobe contains 
excellent opportunities to experience early California ranch life.
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STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL__ STATE___ LOCAL X^

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), I 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.
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