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7. Condition

CONDITION

(Check On*) 

(XJ Excellent D Good Q Fair Q Deteriorated Q RM«B« D

S3 Altered Q Unaltered

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL, (it tmovm) PHYSICAU APPEARANCC

"The original section of the house was built ̂ J^^Jbaas Smock about 
1718-1721 ( Bailey's Book), and added to probably by his son, John Smock. 
Like most early houses it faces south regardless of the position""oF tile 
road, which in this case runs along the west end. The west unit, comprising 
more than half of the present house, includes the hallwayj above the main fl 
is another story under the eaves, with 'lie on your stomach' windows seen 
from the rear view. The east unit has not these additional low windows. 
The two sections of the house are clearly seen from the rear view, due to 
this difference in windows and also to the separate clapboarding of the two 
parts. The house is covered by a gable roof, unbroken in back by dormers. 
The front of the house...has been conservatively modernized and the grounds 
well planted."'

The entire house is constructed on a hand hewn white oak frame with 
pegged joints. Floors are original wide pine boards through out. The 
exterior walls are white clapboard filled with mud, clay and straw. Three 
outbuildings are present of the property: 1) A small wooden frame smoke 
house used presently as a woodshed, 2) A two story carriage house which is 
used as a garage 3) A very small well house located across from the carriag 
house.
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Restoration 19^0 - 1971
1) Kitchen andtethroom modernized by Dr. and Mrs. William Cole in 1950.

Fireplace in kitchen discovered at that time and authentically restored. 
Original crane found.

o
2) Removal of entrance porch added 1900 - 1920 and shown on HA3S blue print 

and marked "a later addition". This was done May 1965 on the recommend 
ation of Harley J. McKee, School of Architecture, Syracuse University - 
Consultant to HABS. The front door was replaced by a raised 6 panelled 
door which was reproduced using the blueprints of an original interior 
door as a pattern.

3) Restoration of living room and library under the supervision of histori 
cal architect, Loring McMillan, Director of Riehmondtown Restoration, 
Staten Island, New York. January - April 1969

Details of Restoration 

Living Room

1. Removed mantel restoring original dimensions of fireplace, and replaced 
with hand crafted raised panelled wall. Chimney wall had obviously been 
prepared for panelling although it had never been completed. The panel- 
liner was copied from the original living room door.

|2. Exposed original painted beams.

[3. Exposed original wide pine flooring.

Restored chair-rail using original molding under window as patter.



Significance
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The primary significance of the Matthias Smock house is that it 
represents a carefully preserved and authentically restored example 
of early Dutch colonial architecture. Much of the architecture of the 
early 18th century which has been preserved and restored represents 
examples of public buildings or prestigious homes of wealthy and po 
litically significant colonists. This house was the dwelling of a 
farmer and his family demonstrating the life style of the middle class 
colonist. Built by Matthias . . _ " , Smock in 1720, it is the earli 
est documented house in Middlesex County (McCormick - History of River 
Road Area). Records reveal that Matthias Smock moved from New Utrecht 
to a farm of 130 acres in Piscataway in 1718. Tax records on file in 
the State ^ouse at Trenton, N.J., show that taxes were paid on this 
land by Matthias Smock in 1718 and 1719, and in 1720 he paid taxes on 
the house as well. The Will of Matthias Smock bequeths "his lands and 
chatties in the County and Province of East Jersey" to his wife, Eliza 
beth Smock.

Matthias lived in the house until his death in 1727 when his se 
cond son, John Smock, inherited it and lived in it until his death in 
1791. John also mentions the house in his will drawn in 1731;. He 
added the East wing in 17^0. John was surveyor of highways in 17U9 
and town clerk in 1767.

The Reparations List on record in Trenton shows that the British 
troops pillaged this farm during the Revolution and the losses amounted 
to IliO pounds. The importance of River Road - known in 168U as the 
"Great Road up the Raritan" - in American history is clearly indicated 
in the "History of the River Road Area" written by Dr. Richard P. 
McCormick, well-known historian of Ruteers University. Dr. McCormick 
includes this house on his list of "some sites that are deserving of 
historic markers in the River Road Area". This area was an important 
pre-Revolutionary trade center and was the scene of many skirmishes and 
much pillaging during the war. Independence Day 1778 was celebrated 
by Washington and, his troops on River Road.

The Matthias Smock House remained in the 3mock family until 1910.

CONGRESSIONAL REPRESENTATION
Harrison Williams, Clifford Case - U.S. Senators 
Edward J. Patten - Congressman, l£th district



3ailey, Rosalie Fellows, Pre -Revolutionary Dutch Houses and Families in 
Northern New Jersey and Southern New Yorkj William Morrow and Co., 
N.Y., 1936 p. 392. 

McCormick, "History of River Road Area" 
Tax Records, Trenton 
Will - Matthias Smock, No. 521, Middlesex County 
Reparations List - Trenton
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NAME AND TITLE: stair, HiSTx)nc sites uuice, 
Dr. and Mrs. P. Jennings, Lois Richman, Historian

ORGANIZATION DATE

Department of Environmental Protection, °tate of N.J. March, 1973
STREET AND NUMBER:

J:0hn Fitch Plaza, Box ll±20
CITY OR TOWN:

Trenton
|illi$lliljil^^

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National [J State Q Local Q[ \f

Title

Commissioner, Department of 
Environmental Protection 

"Date September 6. 197^r- j

STATE CODE

New Jersey ^

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

UlffJAJlAA lAthiis
,.fflgIKXJiHS§GiKaK3i;a9tfia^

^Associate Director, Piro^essional 
Services . . /

Date t^/73
i !

ATTEST: 

G/L4u^/^&&tX+Aj£^^
getotZ.-^ Keeper of The National Re/Tster 

Date /^Otf-^J
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INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

(Continuation Sheet)

STATE

New Jersey
COUNTY

Middlesex
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

^(Number

3k
Middlesex 023 
Smock House

7. Condition continued

£. Restored iron hardware with early thumb latches and H and L hinges 
similar to that found on original door.

6. Removed radiators and risers and replaced with electric baseboard 
heat.

Library

1. Amoved mantel and restored as original mth plaster.

2. Removed machine made molding around cupboards over fireplace.

3. Exposed original wide pine flooring. 

U. Restored chair-rail.

5. Cleaned and restored original hardware on doors.

6. Removed radiators and risers and replaced with electric baseboard 
heat.

7. Restored plaster and left observation window showing mud, clay and 
straw wall construction.

Dining Roojn - Restored and Redecorated in 196U

1. Removed "false" Victorian mantel and exposed tongue in groove pine 
wall.

Bedrooms - Redecorated and Restored in 19&k

1. Removed radiators and replaced with electric baseboard heat.

2. Replaced reproduction hardware with early thumb latches and strap 
hinges on all batten doors and thumb latches and H hinges on closet 
doors.

3. Reopened back stairway in bedroom over kitchen. Septemoer 1963.


