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Theélironcgasete at the stone entrance to the church yardd on Walnut Hill

The original Walnut Hill Presbyterian Church was a meeting house
built of logs in 1785. In 1801, the log house was replaced by a a stone
church, 40 x 50 feet, which stands today.

This historic stone church originally had two rows of square windows,
the upper tier giving light to the gallenes on three sides. During-the
late summer of 1880, the church wasg remodeled, “Eight Gothic_shaped
windows, replaced the square ones and the galleries were removed
T(lfé“stone front steps were a gift off’H. Howard.Gratz in 1900.

Today, Walnut Hill appears much as it did after the renovation of 1880.
Inside, the narthex, about ten Ie)et deep across the front, has stairs
leadmg to a second floor overhead. The nave of the church is a single
space, high-ceilinged to the roof.

This rural church stands on a hill surrounded by more than nine acres
of land. One of the graves in the adjacent cemetery is that of Reverenﬁi
James Crawford, the first pastor, who died in 1803.

Pike were donated by James Allen Todd in 1925 in memory of his great
grandfather, General Levi Todd, a benefactor of Walnut Hill Church
in the early days.
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Wdlnut Hill Church is the oldest Presbyterian Church building in
Kentucky. It was erected in"1801 during the "gréat Tévival.” The
present stone building was preceded by a log structure which was
built in 1785, on land conveyed by General Levi Todd who fought at
the Siege of Bryan's Station and in the Battle of Blue Licks, August
1782, and headed the subscription when Reverend James Crawford
was invited to be the first settled pastor at Walnut Hill.

In 1785, Rev. James Crawford was one of two ministers ordained
at the first meeting of a presbytery in Kentucky. In the same year
he organized Walnut Hill Church. Rev. Crawford was one of the
delegates to the Constitutéonadi Convention in Danville, Kentucky
in 1792. 1In 1791 he opened a school at Walnut Hill for Latin, Greek,
and Scienégs, 1 oAl A et e A

- g
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The church was active from 1785-1953, a period of 168 years. Plans
exist for restoring the historic church building. As a church and
school Walnut Hill was one of the leaders in the moral, educational
and cultural advancement of Kentucky in the days of early statehood.




History of Walnut Hill Presbyterian Church, by Robert Stuart Sanders.

Press, Lexington, 1971.

Kentucky Historical Society, Copyright 1956.
Kentucky, A Pictorial History, J.Winston Coleman, Jr., editor, University

Walnut Hill Church, An Historical Address, by Samuel M. Wilson, Wilson

Library, University of Kentucky Library. Manuscripts 51W11
White Hall Inn Constructed In 1848 as "Walnut Hill Female Institute, by C.

Frank Dunn, Lexmgton Herald-Leader 6/24/51
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
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Map of Fayette County, Kentucrkyrr, showing location of

 WALNUT HILL CHURCH.

m——— Tty T reyngmpee - - - e i b e et o




