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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Asan Invasion Beach is located between Asan and Adelup Points on the 
W central coast of the island N of Asan Village on USGS Agana Quadrangle 
Map (1968). It may be reached by driving to Asan Village on Highway One 
(Marine Drive). The site lies primarily to the N of the highway. It was 
one of the two beaches selected for the invasion of Guam. Here the reef 
is fairly close to the shore (about 100 m) and the bottom and beach are 
sandy. The Japanese had fortified the reef with cribs of coconut logs, 
barbed wire,,, ancj ,possibly .mines,.. Ou.st beyond the road were dried up rice 
paddies;; ,t:ord§y tfje1 "vt]!'sige.:.$f -ftsan ts l.qcatechthere. ?;.Few r^em'afns re'xis't 
today ~e^<;egt for : a destroyed pHll'box near'Asart Point and orie ;ofn Adeiupf 
Point; ~im 'formed forms part of the breakwater on the N side of Asan 
Point. A marker commemorates the invasion. In addition, a submerged 
American LVT lies in sixty feet of water within the site.

This site includes within it, the Memorial Beach Park which is already 
listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

See verbal boundary description and sketch map for boundary.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

On the morning of July 21, 1944, the longest"American bombardment of the 
war was lifted and the 3rd: Marine Dfvtsion aboard-LSI 1 s headed toward" 
shore, Asan Beach. All three regiments of the division landed"abreast on 
the landing beach; the 3rd on Red Beaches 1 and 2 tn the N; the 21st on 
Green Beach in the center; the 9th on the Blue Beach tn the S, The Japanese 
320th Independent Infantry Battalion defended the area between Adelup and 
Asan Points. They occupied the hfgh ground overlooking the beaches,and 
also Pillboxes on the points at Asan and Adelup. By 1300 most of the 
division was ashore and had fought to the foot of the htgPi rtdges whtch 
over looked the beaches. The Marines came under heavy flanking fire from 
both Asan and Adelup Points. At 1715, General Turnage came ashore and 
established his command post on the left bank of the Asan River.

The invasion marks the first time that war has touched Guam intensely 
since the Chamorro wars 250 years previously. It also marks the begtnntng 
of the American liberation of the island July 21st is still a holiday on 
Guam and the end of Japanese rule. Militarily, the Asan Beach was 
regarded by both sides as the most important; the Americans landed their 
best assault division of the 3rd Amphibious Corps there and the Japanese 
reinforced their units on the high ridges above the beaches. Later, they 
directed their strongest counterattacks against the 3rd Marine Division 
on the beachhead.
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The site boundary includes the beach area up s .to. the property lines or up to 
Route One, which ever is further inland. It also includes 
Guam owned lots wltjjjn, the site boundary. It does not include structures , 
since they are all non-contributing. It includes tPie water area. Also see 
attached sketch
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As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), I 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.
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