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DESCRIPTION
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Asan Invasion Beach is located between Asan and Adelup Points on the
W central coast of the island N of Asan Village on USGS Agana Quadrangle
Map (1968). It may be reached by driving to Asan Village on Highway One
(Marine Drive). The site 1ies primarily to the N of the highway. It was
one of the two beaches selected for the invasion of Guam. Here the reef
is fairly close to the shore (about 100 m) and the bottom and beach are
sandy. The Japanese had fortified the reef with cribs of coconut logs,
barbed wire, and. oss1b1y mines,  Jdust b yond the road were dried up rice
paddies today the v111agq of1Asan s Iocated “there. ''Few remafns éx1§t
today” excqpt for a deétroyed pi1Tbox near 'Asar Point and one’on Adeiup
Point; “the former forms part of the breakwater on the N side of Asan
Point. A marker commemorates the invasion. In addition, a submerged
American LVT 1lies in sixty feet of water within the site.

This site includes within it, the Memorial Beach Park which is already
listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

See verbal boundary description and sketch map for boundary.




Form No. 10-300a
(Rev. 10-74)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR FOR NPS USE
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Rscavédf
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES OATE mééeﬁ N
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM PATEENIERED
CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 4 PAGE 1
Owner of Property
a. Government of Guam
Agana, Guam 96910
b. Commander U.S. Naval Forces Marianas
U.S. Pacific Fleet
FPO " San'Francisco 96630
Major B%bliographic References 10 1

Arthur, Lt. Robert A. and Lt. Kenneth Cohlmia. The Third Marine Division.
Infantry Journal Press. Washington, D.C. n.d.

Arthur, Lt. Robert A. Guam, Operations of the 77th Division (21 July-10

August, 1944) American Forces in Action Series. Historical Division,
War Dept. Washington, D.C. n.d.




I SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW .
—PREHISTORIC ~ _ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC ~ __COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE ~ _RELIGION \
—1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —LAW —-SCIENCE '

- —1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS __LITERATURE —-SCULPTURE
--1600-1699 —ARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION XmiuTary —SOCIALZHUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 —ART _ENGINEERING —-MusiIC —THEATER

| —1800-1899 —.COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT - __PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION
| X1soo- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY)
—INVENTION

SPECIFIC DATES , BUILDER/ARCHITECT

ot o

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

P |
s ~ . .

On the morning of July 21, 1944, the longest American: bombardment of the
war was lifted and the 3rd:Mariné Division.aboard LST's headéd toward'’
shore, Asan Beach. All three regiments of the division landed abreast on.
the landing beach; the 3rd on Red Beaches 1 and 2 in the N; the 2lst on
Green Beach in the center; the 9th on the Blue Beach in the S. The Japanese
320th Independent Infantry Battalion defended the area between Adelup and
Asan Points. They occupied the high ground overlooking the beaches.and
also Pillboxes on the points at Asan and Adelup. By 1300 most of the
division was ashore and had fought to the foot of the high ridges which
over looked the beaches. The Marines came under heavy flanking fire from
both Asan and Adelup Points. At 1715, General Turnage came ashore and
established his command post on the left bank of the Asan River.

The invasion marks the first time that war has touched Guam intensely
since the Chamorro wars 250 years previously. It also marks the beginning
of the American liberation of the island--July 21st is still a holiday on
Guam--and the end of Japanese rule. Militarily, the Asan Beach was
regarded by both sides as the most important; the Americans landed their
best assault division of the 3rd Amphibious Corps there and the Japanese
reinforced their units on the high ridges above the beaches. Later, they
directed their strongest counterattacks against the 3rd Marine Division

on the beachhead.
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~ VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The site boundary includes the beach area up to the property lines or up to
Route One, which ever is further inland. It also includes
Guam owned lots within, the site boundary. It does not include structures

since they are all’ non-contr1but1ng It includes the water area. Also see
attached sketch mapy. .
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