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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Gilchrist Home is an early southern farmhouse to which several

additions have been added over the years.

which is elevated on piers, is constructed of large timbers.

Originally the house was a rectangular structure with one room on each
of the two floors and two end-exterior chimneys. There were six windows
with wooden shutters. These windows have since been filled with glass. Two
windows and two wide pine board doors were on the first floor and four

smaller windows were on the second. The
ginally wooden shingle, has a projecting

During the late 1800's and early 1900's two one-story wings and a porch

were added. One wing on the rear serves

the right as a bedroom. The porch extends beyond the full length of the
facade and is covered by a slanting metal roof supported by wooden columns.

A door was added to give access from the

Stairs leading to the second floor were removed several years ago and

have not been replaced.

The two-story frame structure,

gabled metal roof, which was ori-
cornice.

as the kitchen and the other, on

bedroom to this porch.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Gilchrist Home, an 1812 farmhouse located in Walker County, is
one of the State's oldest structures. This landmark is believed to be
the oldest farmhouse in the state and the oldest structure in Central and
West Alabama.

Edmon Gilchrist migrated from Edgefield, South Carolina, first to
Lowndes County, Alabama, then part of the Mississippi Territory. Later
he moved his family into the area which is now Walker County, where he
built his home in 1812. The year of his move into the territory is not
known but the construction date of his home has been verified both by
family records and a date on a brick taken from one of the chimneys.

Like many early settlers in the territory, he was a squatter until
he homesteaded the land. The sheepskin patent of the land Gilchrist
"entered" in Walker County is still in the possession of the family.

Gilchrist had a large family and the house has remained in the hands
of his descendents, who still use it for a weekend retreat.
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Harper, Marvin. "The Gilchrist Home," material on file at Alabama Historical
Commission.
Materials on file at Tuscaloosa County Preservation Society, Tusg;loosa.

Selers, Terry, Jr. "Gilchrist, A Scottish Family," unpublished mapuscripts

on file at Alabama Historical Commission. \
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W. Warner Floyd, Executive Director
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law I hereby certify that this property is included in the

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register.

in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
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