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DESCRIPTION

(Check One)
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The John Partridge House,built c.1659, i sa 2h story clapboard ridge roof
Colonial with center chimey. |t faces west on five acres of wooded | and.
The house i s a near-duplicate of the Cooper-Frost-Austin House i nCanbridge,
buil;fc i n1657. While thePartridge House was partially burned by Indians i n
1676, i t was renovated toitsoriginal condition i nthesanme year. It is
five bays wide and two deep with a kitchen el | extending totherear from
the southeast corner. All of thenarrow windows are 96 sash; those on the
top floors areshuttered and those on t heground level have plain surrounds
with a slightly protruding wooden lintel. The enclosed vestibule, i n the
center of thefacade, i stopped by a triangular pediment and flanked by
plain pilasters.

There have been two additions t ot hehouse, one being a 19th c. open shed-
roof porch on t hesouth elevation, enclosed i nthe1926's. The second i s a
library ell, c. 1940, running parallel tothekitchen ell, off the rear
northeast corner of t hehouse.
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The interior of thebuilding has retained as nuch of itsoriginal fabric as

has t heexterior. The first floor consists of a dining room living room
horning room keeping room and kitchen. Seven fireplaces arebuilt around

the central chimmey stack. The dining rooms fireplace i sclassic i n desigi”®
with reeded pilasters, and i sflanked on one side by beehive ovens. The
handsone panelling on thefireplace mantel i scontinued i nthepine single- 0
board panelling which encircles three walls of theroombelow thechair rail.

The ceiling exposes its surtmer beam floor joists, and chimey, front and

end girts. The roomalso retains itsoriginal flooring, pine boards which n
reach a width of 15". The living room opposite thedining roomi nthe front
of thehouse, was originally wainscotted with wide vertical panels, but these
have been plastered over. The keeping roomruns from front t oback on the
north side. Itsfireplace has been plastered over. Off this room to the
south and i ntherear, i sthehorning room located behind thecentral chim
ney. The kitchen once contained an "Indian roonf and escape way, t o the

left of thefireplace, which connected thekitchen t ot heback bedroom through
the attic. This, however, has been essentially denolished.
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The second floor contains four roons, three of which boast wide vertical
pl ank wai nscot on thewalls, wide floor boards, and exposed roof beans. The
hardware i nthehouse i sal |l |8th c.

At theturn of thecentury, thehouse was noved 40" on theoriginal [and
to make way for a change i nt heroadway which passes t hehouse.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The John Partridge House i stheoldest dwelling in Millis. |twssbuiltin

1659 by John Partridge Sr. when Millis was still
conprised of a fewscattered farms. John Partridge Sr. was primarily a farmjr,
but i n1672 he was also chosen clerk of themarket. O his several children,
only John Partridge,Jr. remained i nMillis. 1 n21682 John Jr. soldhis

a part of Medfield and was

house on Bridge Street and noved back t ot hepresent house. 1 n 1704, two
years before he died, John Sr. sold theproperty tohis son. John Partridge
Jr. became a school master i n1710 and a church deacon i n 1714.

The architectural significance of t hehouse i snotable as i ti snotonly a
handsone exanpl e of early Colonial architecture, but i talso retains muchofT
original fabric and structural details. The.pwitsrs have carefully restored
it and plan toopen i ttothepublic.
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