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CONDITION
□ Excellent ^ Good □ Fair

(Check One)

I I Deteriorated I ] Ruins n Unexposed

(Check One)
Altered □ Unaltered

(Check One)

n Moved Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Edwards-Fowler home is located in the Dutch Valley area of 
Anderson County. Directly behind the home rises Walden Ridge which 
separates the coal mining area of the county from the rural and urban 
areas.

The home, of Federal design, was built between 1835 and 1838 by 
slave labor. The slaves quarried the limestone for the basement and 
burned all the bricks for the house. Both the clay and the limestone 
were extracted from sites near the home. The exterior walls are 4 
bricks thick and the interior walls 3 bricks thick. All walls with 
the exception of one wooden separation wall on the second floor are 
structural.

For the most part the house is in quite good shape, although some 
settling has occurred. The grounds have been well maintained. There 
are two large hemlocks and a large magnolia in the front yard, and in 
the side yard there is a male holly tree almost as tall as the house. 
There are several flower gardens as well as a vegetable garden on the 
grounds.

The interior has been worked on throu^ the years and all the fire­
places with the exception of the large kitchen fireplace have been 
bricked up to keep the house from losing too much of its gas-supplied 
heat. The front portion of the house has full 14 foot ceilings in 
both the downstairs and the upstairs. In the back section, or the 
ell of the house, the original upstairs slave quarters have been ex­
tensively worked on by the Fowlers. The floors have been sanded down 
to their natural pine finish and the room has been decorated with pre- 
Civil War antique 'furniture.

Although the woodwork in the house is not particularly ornate, it is 
interesting to note that the mantels, closets, and trim are primarily 
done in cherry. On some of the closet doors the cherry board measures 
a full 18 inches across.

Both the front and back porches have been replaced several times.
The roof of the front porch was built in the 1950's replacing an 
Italianate style roof. The back porch is in the process of being 
replaced.
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The interior has been worked on through the years and all the fire­
places with the exception of the large kitchen fireplace have been 
bricked up to keep the house from losing too much of its gas-supplied 
heat. The front portion of the house has full 14 foot ceilings in 
both the downstairs and the upstairs. In the back section, or the 
ell of the house, the original upstairs slave quarters have been ex­
tensively worked on by the Fowlers. The floors have been sanded down 
to thair natural pine finish and the room has been decorated with pre-
Civil War antique 'furniture. ~ 
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□ Art Architecture Q Socio l/Humon-
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STATEMENT.OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Edwards-Fowler home is located in Anderson County which before 
the coming of TVA and Oak Ridge was one of the poorest counties in 
the State. The county is not blessed with particularly fertile soil 
and therefore was not developed very extensively. Also, much of 
Anderson County's heritage has been destroyed either through fire, 
"progress," or neglect. The Fowler home is the only pre-Civil War 
building left in the county which has maintained its basic integrity 
through the years.

James Ross was the first white man to settle in the area, having 
moved from Virginia in the 1790's. His log cabin was a few hundred 
yards northeast of the Fowler home. In the early 1800's the Louis­
ville -Nashville stagecoach line came through and Ross obtained the 
contract for overnight stays. From his profits Ross bought land, 
eventually acquiring over 1,000 acres. In the late 1820's Ross's 
daughter. Nicely, married a man named Edwards. As a wedding present 
James Ross gave his son-in-law about 300 acres of land and a number 
of slaves. It was on this land and with these slaves that Edwards 
began to build what is now the Edwards-Fowler home. The foundations 
of the slave cabins are still visible and there is a slave cemetery 
near the ridge in back of the house.

All the material for the house was secured on site except the hard­
ware and glass for the windows which came from Louisville. About 
one-third of the glass now in the house is original.

The home remained in the Edwards family until the early 1900's when 
it was purchased by the East Tennessee Nursery Company. Sam Fowler, 
Sr., a partner in the firm, then moved in and it has been in the Fowle 
family since.

The area soon became known as the Fowler Community because of the 
school which Sam Fowler started and taught. The school burned in 
1929 and the house never regained its place as a center of social 
life in the area. It remains, however, as a landmark in the area, 
significant architecturally because it is the only example of early 
Federal architecture in the county.
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The Edwards-Fowler home is located in Anderson County which be fo r e 
the coming of TVA and Oak Ridge was one of the poorest counties in 
the State. The county is not blessed with part icularly ferti le soil 
and therefore was not developed very extensively. Also, much of 
Anderson Countyrs heritage has been destroyed either through fire, 
"progress ," or neglect. The Fowler home is the only pre-Civil War 
building left in the county which has maintained its basic integrity 
through the years. 

James Ross was the first white man to settle in the area, having 
moved from Virginia in the 1790rs. His log cabin was a few hundred 
yards northeast of the Fowler home. In the early 1800rs the Louis­
ville -Nashville stagecoach line came through and Ross obtained the 
contract for overnight stays. From his profits Ross bought land, 
eventually acquiring over 1,000 acres. In the late 1820rs Rossrs 
daughter , Nicely, married a man named Edwards. As a weddiAg present 
James Ros s gave his son-in-law about 300 acres of land and a number 
of slaves. It was on this land and with 
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began to build what is now the Edwards-Fowler home. The foundations 
of the slave cabins are still visible and there is a siave ceJJtery 
near the ridge in back of the house. 

All the material for the house was secured on site except 
ware and glass for the windows which came from Louisville. 
one-third of the glass now in the house is original. 

' 'I 

the hard­
About 

The home remained in the Edwards family until the early 1900rs when 
it was purchased by the East Tennessee Nursery Company. Sam Fowler, 
Sr., a pa rtner in the firm, then moved in and i t has been in the Fowler 
family since. 

The area soon became known as the Fowler Community because of the 
school which Sam Fowler started and taught. The school burned in 
1929 and the house never regained its place as a center of social 
life in the area. It remains, however , as a landmark in the area, 
significant architecturally because it is the only example of early 
Federal architecture in the county. 
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NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION 

PROPERTY 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE 
NAME: 

Edwards-Fowler House 

STATE & COUNTY: TENNESSEE, Anderson 

DATE RECEIVED: 8/22/14 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: DATE OF 45TH DAY: 10/08/14 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 75001726 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

APPEAL: N 
OTHER: N 
REQUEST: N 

DATA PROBLEM: N 
PDIL: N 
SAMPLE: N 

COMMENT WAIVER : N 

ACCEPT RETURN 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

LANDSCAPE: N 
PERIOD: N 
SLR DRAFT: N 

REJECT 

LESS THAN 50 YEARS: 
PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: 
NATIONAL: 

DATE -------

Additional Documentation Approved 

RECOM. /CRI 

TELEPHONE 

DISCIPLINE ~( 

------------

DOCUMENTATION see attached 

DATE t (5 . 'o . l t 
comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N 

If a nomination is returned to the nominating authority, the 
nomination is no longer under consideration by the NPS. 
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TENNESSEE HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE 

2941 LEBANON ROAD 

August12,2014 

Carol Shull 
Keeper of the National Register 
National Park Service 
National Register Branch 
1201 Eye Street NW 
8th floor 
Washington, DC 20005 

Re: Additional documentation 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37214 
OFFICE: (615) 532-1550 -

E-mail: Claudette.Stager@tn.gov 
DIRECT: (615) 770-1089 

www.tnhistorlcalcommlssion.org 

.. .---- --

RECElVED2280 

AUG ?, ?. t\)14 

Nf\T REGIS$ OHttSTOtllC PLACES 
L . N~NAl PARKSERVltE 

Lake City in Anderson County, Tennessee has changed its name to Rocky Top. There 
are four properties listed in the National Register that will now need their city 
address/location changed to reflect this. They are: 

Norris Dam State Park Rustic Cabins Historic District. 
Fort Anderson on Militia Hill 
Edwards-Fowler House 
Fraterville Miners' Circle Cemetery 

Please let me know if you need additional information. 

Sincerely, 

~~/k-
Claudette Stager 
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer 
CS/cs 

14000446/ 
11000830 
75001726 
04001459 



National Register of Historic Places 
Memo to File 
 

Correspondence 
The Correspondence consists of communications from (and possibly to) the nominating authority, notes 
from the staff of the National Register of Historic Places, and/or other material the National Register of 
Historic Places received associated with the property. 
Correspondence may also include information from other sources, drafts of the nomination, letters of 
support or objection, memorandums, and ephemera which document the efforts to recognize the 
property. 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE

Date Entered HAY 2 9

Name Location

■ryast, xoaJUi s.« ae«»Mi Onalda 
•eokt Camty

XAToUatt* 
Cw^ilwiU Gmt^

«HMWOi 
cUikNNtM mrntf

Big %riag Qai«n OiwNih 
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Also Notified
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Raglonal Director, Southeast 

Region
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE 

Date Entered lAY 2 9 1175 

Name 

Also Notified 
Hon. Boward u. Baker, Jr • 

• 8111 Br1Xik 
.. Jahn J. J>\ln.iaan 
,. llyn L. 

Regional Director, Southeast 
Region 

MMott/row 6/2/75 

Location 

Suit 100 
3721 
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STATE OF TENNESSEE

TENNESSEE HISTORICAL COMMISSION
170 SECOND AVENUE, NORTH 
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37201 
TELEPHONE (615) 741-2371

LAWRENCE C. HENRY, Executive Director 
State Historic Preservation Officer March 19, 1975

Dr. William J. Murtagh 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
18th and C Streets, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20240
Dear Dr. Murtagh:

77^

\

Enclosed please find the forms necessary for the nomination 
of the Edwards-Fowler House to the National Register of 
Historic Places.
If additional information is needed, please let me know. 
Sincerely yours,

Lawrence C. Henry
LCH/HLH/11
End.

STATE OF TENNESSEE 

TENNESSEE HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
170 SECOND AVENUE, NORTH 
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37201 
TELEPHONE (615) 741-2371 

LAWRENCE C. HENRY, Executive Director 
State Historic Preservation Officer March l 9 , l 9 7 5 

Dr. William J. Murtagh 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
18th and C Streets, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

I 

I 

Enclosed please find the forms necessary for the nomination , ............ ' -~ 
of the Edwards-Fowler House to the National Register of 
Historic Places. 

If additional information is needed, please let me know. 

Lawrence C. Henry 

LCH/HLH/11 
Encl. 
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